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T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


by his wits leaue, as the faire out-fide 
couldill be ſeene, without helpe ofthe 
knots within: no more can the fame of 
a wel-deſeruing Author be far ſpred, 
without the labor of aTranſlator. This 
made me, for the preſent Spaniſh Au- 


thor his ſake, venter to make him ſpeak 
Engliſh, andto doa publike bond by 
publiſhing the Decal Examples con- 
tained in the preſent Tragicall Diſ- 
courſes. Now, that I preſume to offer 
my weake endeuours to the view and ; 
rotection of both your Lordſhips, F 
{ all no way deſpaire of a pardon ; a 
ſince the world , that takes notice of F 
your Noble Goodneſſe, (the firſt, beſt - 
of your honourd Titles) giues me aſ- -. Fs 
ſurance, that (though a ſtranger, ra- ' J 
© therthenan intruder) I ſhall be eftee- * | 4 
med | - 
Toyour Honors both,a devoted F. 
Seruant, 
hl LEONARD DIGGES, l 


et 


To Taz Reaper. 


Gentle Reader, 
c Diſcourſes of Gerardo the ronfortu- 
nate Spaniard , written originally by 
SI Don Gongalo de Ceſpedes a Spaniſh 
Gentleman,who in the time of fiue yeres 
of bu Impriſonment , conder the borrowed Name of 
Gerardo, perſonates hinſelfe in h14 owne misfortunes. 
And [o partly with truth, partly with fiftion, makes op 
a firſt and ſecond Part. Something there may bee in 
the weauing and contexture of the Worke , that may 
giue thee delight : ſure 1 am, thou ſalt find profit in it; 
eſpecially, if thou be ſuch, as hath anyway beene ſubieft 
to wanton luſt, or looſe affettion. The beſt tv, if the 
IWorke fall ſhort of expeFtation, let the Authors credit 
looke to it; for a Tranſlator bath no commiſsion to b:t- 
tar ([uffice to come neere) hi Originall. Some of the 
Verſes inthe Spaniſh Copie, I baue purpoſely left out, 
as being (in my iudgement ) unworthy to bee ranked 
Az3 with 
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To the Reader. 


with the Proſe ; others | haue altered , to make them 
| more ſutable to an Engliſh Reader. One by-diſcourſe 
'' I haue left wholly out,as ſuperſtitiouſly (melling of Pa- 
| | piſticall Miracles; in which I haue nobeleefe. To 
1 foreſtall thee no longer, Begin and reade; and 
though I wndergo thy hard Cenſure, 
yet I will nos be ſo pncharitabie, 


| | as not to bid thee 
Farewell. 
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Hou that art taken with a female ſmile; 
'** Thou, whom a look, a ſigh,or tcares beguile 
Of Wind-like Woman: Thou,thar at firlt fight 
Parrit from thy choughts,and giuſt thy mayden-right 
To irrcligious Man, whoſe ſmooth-rongu'd Arr 
Made vp in Oathes,ſtcales onthy fooliſh hearr: 
Both you and all inthralled Louers, reade, 
Whether my tcates may iuſt acceptance pleade. 
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| The foſt Diſcowſe>. 


T Was windy darke: Lightning and 
L z2| Thunder gaue notice of the ap- 
I proching Showres, when , from 
Fl the, deate murmure of thc ſhady 
boughes,& clouen Rocks of a thick 
/ Mountaine, a pittifull and piercing 
| = = (hricke firooke through the {carctu! 
cares of three poore Shepheards,whoſe nimble Goares 
were at the inſtant there grazing ; at which, their cquall 
fright and confuſion ped, them thinkethe voice alcen- 
ded fromthe hollow entrailes of the earth. A vile 
they reſted in ſulpenceto ſecit happely it were _— "2 
buta longing folicude of fanciethar poſleſi them. 
re-hearng the lamentable notes, they lat wh 
- thougin,that if ic v/cre no Ghofl,, it needs muſt be ſome 


a'SiRed Mortall made {fuch mone, 
B Still 
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Still the frightfull noyſe increaſed , and the Shep- 
heards their feare ; till one more heartic then his fel- 
lowes, taking a Box out of his Scrip , with Flint and 
Steele ſoone kindled the Tinder, and lighted ſome 
ſhrubbe ſprigges, though wet, by reaſon of Raine thar 
fell, and bidding his companions follow him , ta- 
king their Slings and Sheepe-hookes, they rtarched 
downe the Hils fide,and with their lighted Stickes /ſer- 
uingthem for Lanterncs) guided coward the dolefull 
{ound : Soone they approached, where in an intricate 
thicker of Buſhes and Bryers, they might heare a voice 
wrapped vp, as it were in fighes, bringing chem ſo 
fearctully on, that though they drew neere,they made a 
pawlſc;ull hearkening more wiſtly tothe ſad complaints, 
they plainely gheſicd them to proceed from ſome wret- 
ched creature, and the rather, fince thgy might heare 
the Author of that ſorrow, craue aide and favour of iuſt 
and compaſſionate Heauen : Whereupon ( laying all 
feare aſide) they ruſhed through the rude Buſhes , and 
buſhy Trees, at one of whoſe irong Trufikes ( by the 
helpe of their lighted ſhrubbes) they might behold a 
0 (dead as it were) diſmayed Youth laid on the withered 
gl - Graſſe, his face pale and wanne , his tecth faſt cloſed ; 

and his cyes eclipſed, onely now and then with a dole- 
full Geb he would accompany his mortall pangs,which 
ſpringing from a wofull cauſc,and'in the dead of night, - 
| might doubtleſſe occaſion the fearefull cfte& here re- 

i lated. 

The fad ſpeAtaFe fiirred vpthe poore mens compal. 

- fton,which they ſhewed and celebrated with their pit- 
tying tcares. The wounded partie had dycd the necre 
rhucke grafſe with his bloud, in which the rage and tor» 

ment 
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ment he felt, made him furiouſly welecr, his paine fee- 
ming to bee ſuch, that after cach grone, they expected 
his lites end. The Bcholders, though they ihtreated 
him of his diſaſter, could know nothing,for much loſle 
of bloud had made the partie quite ſenſeleſſe; fo thar 
ſeeingit booteleſle to ſatisfietheir defices, they ſought, 
if it were poſſible, to helpe his hurts, ro which purpoſe 
they began gently to vncloath him : and vnbuttoning a 
thinne Tyſſue Doublet he wore,perceiued rwo wounds 
in his breſt, which — deepe) yet appea- 
rednotts be moxrall; beſides which, he had other three 
(eſſe dangerous) in ſeuerall parts of his body : by all 
which, they might perceiue, that the Authors of them 
were moſt willing, not to haue left their worke vofiniſh- 
ed, Their beſt and wholeſomeſt purpoſe was to cut 
down boughs,which tying and fitting together, as well 
asthe ſhormneſſe of time would permit them,they made 
a carriage like a Beere, on which as the compalsionate 
Swaines were about to haue laid the diſmaid body, ſo 
to haue conueyed bim roa neighbouring Village their 
habitation,the trampling and neighing ofa Horſe,thac 
ſeemedro beneere,ſtayed themzand being as yet ſcarce 
free from their former teare,a {mal matter was ſufficient 
to affright them : for imagining ſome came backe to 
diſpatch the bloudleſſe Corps , without expeQting the 
certaintie ; cold in their commenced charitic, they 
ſwiftly rooke them to their flight, Butthe ſame effect, 
which the Horſes noiſe cauſcd in them, frightcd the 
ſame Horſe, who yet had not forſaken his wounded 
Maſter, tillnow that they with their lights flew thorow 
the thicket, ſo amazed the ſwift Beaft, thathe / like 
winde) making contrary Hy ſoone loſt fig ht of 
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kim,which maderthem rhinke, that hec whom they letr 
among the Trees, was ſome perſon of qualitie, and ow- 
ner of that Horſe, which made them aficſh deſirous ro 
put their pious mntent in cxecution:and ſo turning back, 
and not once ſuffering the wounded perton to come to 
himſclfe outof adcepe Trance in waich he lay,putting 
Þim vpon the Boughy Cotnn, and rearing him on their 
lirong ſhoulders, they wert toward their Village. 

in this manner they marched through the tatangling 
\Vood, till ſuch time,as (ﬆkiltull)t>cy got ovt of it,and 
willing to take anarrower path, which {crued them as a 
ſhorter cut to theneighbouring Village, tomewhat our 
of the rode way, they mighthcare great crycs, hum- 
ming of Slings, barking ot Dogs , ſuch a noiſe asmade 
them thinke verily all the Mountainous Inhabitants 
were vp in Armes. 

But firſt lermce ſhew the cauſe of this notable Vp- 
roare, which, though ncedleſle, ſuffice proceeded from 
thoſe rude and barbarous Mauntainers, 

You heard how the three Shephcards with their fear- 
ſull Right, frighted the ſwift Horſe, who by his Maſters 
hard fortune, was there looſe, grazing in the Defarr 
Mountaine, Ithapned next , as theſe charitable mens 
i11!uckes would hauc ir, that the furious ſpced of the 
{wift Beaſt awoke certaine Keepers , that belonged to 
the Woods, to looke to the Game, and ſuch recreati- 
ons as were committed to their charge . who ſtraight 
{to0% on their Guard, ſuppoſing ſomewhat elſe to bee 
t!:ic cauſe and breaker of their reſt; when (ſcarce riſen 
t:om the ground, and looking what way the bloudleſle 
body was broughttoward them) ſeeing lo many lights, 
(for doubtleſ(c their fears made them feeme flaming 
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Aetna's tothem ) and not knowing what might bee the 
cauſe, or who ſhould vvalke in that vnſcaſonable time 
and manner, full of aſtoniſhment, and, like mad-men, 
(though wanting courage to expeR the iſſue) nor ſtay- 
ing one for another, they ranneto the neereſt Village to 
cry out for help : andthis with ſuch howling and firange 
clamour, that they raiſed all theneighbourhbood and 
adioyning Karmers vp in Armes : and the hurry was ſo 
much the greater, at what time (crying curſor helpxhe 
fcarefull name of the King and his Juſtice was inter- 
poſed ; forthen, Men, Women and Children, ſome 
with Halberts, others with Launces or Swords, (at the 
Bels ringing ) ranne which vvay the Keepers aftirmed 
there were ſome ſctting the King his V Voodson fire , 
| who conduQting the troupes, brought them ſpeedily to 
the place, from whence the poore careleſle rds 
. were vvalking faire and folily in proſecution of their 
: charitable oftice; ſometimes exchanging their burdens, 
otherwhiles reſting vpon the bare and naked Rockes, 
4 ſo thaterethey could ger to the Village , theſe cruell 
people were ready to encounter them : and theſe were 
the cries and noiſes the ſecure Shepheards heard , vpon 
their ſally from the incloſed Mountaine. No ſooner 


- ſaw the Sauage Cruetholſe ficange lights, when ſtraighe 
_ (as by aime) they diſcharged a thicke ſhowre of ſtones, 
- making the hollow Valley reſound with their wouen 
«- Slings: wherefore the poore men {lecing themſclues (c 


hardly intreated, and that though they cryed out to the 

others to hold their hands, 'twas but in vaine, ſince 
le they could not bec heard) left their burden, andfell ro 
their defence, at what time it grew to bec toward day- 
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What with the nights moiſture and the ſharperieſſe 
ofthe approaching morne, the young mans vvounds 
were ſo feſtered, and the piercing griefe of them 
brought himtoa liucly feeling,and fo to his vnderſtan- 
ding: and though he could as then call and cry out for 
helpe, yer it was ſo vveakely, that none of thoſe in the 
$kirmiſh with the poore Shepheards could heare him. 

The Shepheards becing ( as is ſaid) bur three, and 
perſecuted by ſo many, (wanting Armes and further 
defence) were forced to turne their backes, and hide 
themſelues in the neereſt thicker ( the vvhole fry and 
rabble of thoſe raging Clownes following them, with 
that defire to kill or take them, as had they beene blou- 
dy Robbers or Cannibals. Thelone and vnfortunate 
Gentleman cals on mee, who vvas left helpleſſe in the 
Crofle-beaten way to the _ from whence the 
High-way leades tothe ancient S egonse, not paſling two 
Leagues diſtant; and therefore I ſhall, rill a fitter time, 
ſuſpend the ſucceſle of the diſtreſſed Shepheards. Iuſt 
Heauen(it ſeemed) was pleaſed to giue aideto him that 
with ſo much neceſſity crauedit, and fo no longer de- 
ferred the fauour done him , by mcanes of a Noble 
Gentleman, then riding and croffing from Eſewral (the 
Worlds cighth Meruaile ) to the famous Citic of 
$egours, accompanicd with ſome followers, and vvas ne- 
ccſſarily ro paſſe, vvhere this afflied dying Youth was 
thus lamenting his misfortune; and relenting at the ſud- 
den and forrowfull encounter , vvithout inquiring fur- 
ther into the matter, ( as gheſſing it ro bee the AR of 
Theeves) hee made him as gently as might bee to be ſer 
vpon a Mule, and cauſed one of his ſeruants to get vp 
bchindeto ſupport him: and fearing by his gaſt y Vi- 
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lage, how neere death began to threaten him (har hee 
might not dye vp6 their hands)hefo carefully haſtcned 
his tourney, that within an houre comming to the top 
of the ſnowy Mountaine, they might diſcoucr the fa- 
mous Citic,incompaſled with _ Walles, adorned 
with ſumptuous Palaces and Pinnacles, and inuiron<d 
with thicke Groues,and flouriſhing Fields: bur nor wil. 
ling to giue their eyes the content that the beautifull 
Ceuntries proſpeCt inuited them roo, they ſoone gor 
to the Citic, and there entred the firſt lodging they taw 
open, by ſuch time as it grew to be now broad-day. 
The Noble Gentleman thus alighted, deferred no iot 
the care of him that was vnder his proteQiion ; and lo 
in great haſic cauſed Surgeonsto be ſent for, and inthe 
meane time,commanding his bed to be made ready,he 
himſclfe vndrefſed him, and taking off a Sattin Waſt- 
coate he wore next his skinne, found a rich Iewell of 
admirable faſhion and workmanſhip,banging at an cn- 
amelled chainc vf Gold, beſides a precious rg 
ſetin a well-wrought ioynt-Ring which he had vpon his 
right hand finger , at whichthe good Gentleman was 
ing troubled, knowing now how much hec was 
decciued in his former opinion: For had the Authors 
of thoſe wounds beene (as he thought) Theeues , they 
would not haue left bchinde them lewels of fo grear 
Value, which made knowne ſufficiently their Owners 
worth. Being in ſundry imaginations rouching this ac- 
cident, his Seruant was returned with an expert Sur- 
geon, who taking the parties Pulſe, and viewing his 
wounds, ghefſcd by him and them that they were not 
deadly,and that the chiefeſt cauſe of his ſwouning, was 
much loſle of bloud, which vigour of youth would ſoon 
P 4 avainc 
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againe reſtore;and,fo with ſome comfortable remedies 
the Surgeon applide, the Gentleman came alittle ro 
himſclic; onely for feare of the worſt it was ordained, 
that none ſhould trouble him with ſpeaking to trim), till 
hee might more itrongly recouer his Sences, vvithour 
which he remained moſt part of that day. When bee 
grew at laſt rs be better, and conſidered in how diffe- 
tent a place he now vvas,from that, vvkere hee received 
his vvounds, he could not but extremely vvonder, and 
(calling to minde his misfortunes) grew ſomewhar paſ- 
ſionate, and addrefling himſelfe to the Noble Gentle. 
man, that neuer ſo much as once parted from his beds- 
head, requeſted him to tell him,in what place hee was, 
or how brought thither : In which, the Noble Lerians 
(ſor ſo was the compaſſionate Gentleman called ) lo- 
uingly fatisfide him, deſiring him withall not ro grieue 
himiclte with the thought of any thing ſaue health, 
which hce and his ſeruants were ascarectull of as their 
owne, Art which the vnfortunate Gentleman vvas 
ſomewhat more couragious , and yeclding his due 
thankes, thought fit to be (ilent, and ſo as much as his 
wounds would permit him,reſted ioyfull ſecing his loſt 
and dead hopes of recoucring new life, fo much bet- 
tered, 

It pleaſed Heaven after to reſtore him wholly , reſer- 
ving him to other innumerable vnfortunate accidents 
and misfortnnes; andnow within ſome few dayes hee 
vnderſtood more largely from Lerians in what manner 
hee found him ; vvho reld him likewife , that himſclle 
was a Branch of chat Ancicmt Stocke of the Noble Pe- 
rafanes de R'bera, and borne inthe Royall Cine of Searl 
(Spames Babylon) trom whence lic was ttauciling about 
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certaine Law ſuites tothe Citic and Court of Yalladelrd, 
which voyage he now more willingly deferred out of 
the care of his health, then vndertooke, that hee might 

be feaſted and welcomed by his kindred and friends : 

Heere the vnknowne Youth was as thankefull, as con- 

rented at ſuch true and faithfull profeſſions, thinking 

now his miſeries and wounds well inflited, ſince by 

theirſad occaſion, they acquainted bim with ſo worthy 

a friend, 

Not long after,he was ableto riſe, but not ſo boldly, as 
to venter out of his Chamber, where hee wanted no- 
thing to entertaine time with, or divert Mclancholly, 
which by fits exceedingly afflied him: and at one time 
amonvg(t the reſt in Ler 18205 abſence ( who was walked 
into the Towne) falling into his ſad Duwpes, and wil. 
ling to beguile his fancy, he called for a Lure, ( which 
cunningly tuned)with a cleere Voice and plealing Dir- 
tic he muſtered vp his lites former paflages, inthe intu- 
ing Verles. 


Sonle, Since ſhe hath prou'd untrec, 
Leane ts lone her, bid, Adies: 
Hope, for nouzht from ſuch an ill, 
But to be a Priſoner ſtill: 
Can (he ener be reclaim'd, 
T hat hath thus hrr honour ſtain'd ? 
Vaxilh, waniſþ, (my delive) 
Loyall thoughts (like (in ring fire ) 
Tow con we me. Hence, Away, 
Smce your Miſtris went aitray. 
Soulc, Remember to fo ron 
Her, winſe ja ſod haumss thee yet : 
Try 
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Try nomore, nor longer prom, 
What it 15 to lint in Lou ;, 

Leaft, ſo, (like a ſuddaine Theefe ) 
Thou bee * ſeiſ"'s by winged griefe. 
[| Say, wit art heeſls uld pine, 
'T was no baſe neglett of thine 
Cauſ di : her fault _ thee free: 
Reaſon bids ,T ake ti 


Soulc. Thou mas ſt forget, I knew, 
Inſtly, ber thy cauſe of wee, 
Who abhor d thee, Mature weake, 
Paſr1n(the web) would gladly ſpeake, led 
Saves, I loud ber once : Tis right : 0 
But then, wanton appetite 
Atoreart thou (my wronged ſoule) 
And ay fleſh & beds controule. 
They are mortall, bat thy name 
S #1] mait han a purer fame. : 


Soule. No longer weepe: forbeare, 
(Patience bids)toſhead « tearc. 
Cruel ſhe that loft alltroth, 
Well may teach thee now to hath. 
Blame no birth or croſſer Starre, 
But their ſexe that Ro are? 
Soule! yer weep (though)ftillament 
(All my hfe) in woe be ſpent: 
Leeff ( forgetting to complaint) 
Ton be dr awne 10 Loue ag 4incs 


Soule. 
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Soule. Clarinda, and ſad meant, 
You that nere leane me alone, 
You, to heare me ueary ſtill: 
But content and pleaſ a to kill. 
Now you heare 4 grieued Louer 
(All his former hopes gin nouer) » 
Promiſe to forget : which way, 
Shall I then forget ,Soule? Say! 
I: beginne : for that's the moſt 
Leaue to Lone, ſince all faiths loſt, 


h— 


Whil{t he was yeteuen in the middle of his Song, 
Leriano entred, bur loth to interrupt him, ſtaid, till by a 
ſcorching ſigh,with which his Songhad end, he knew 
the Muſicke had wrought inhim,her accuſtomed effe& 
of ſadneſle; ſo he came neerer,where he found him laid 
on his bed, and his cyes diſtilling teares : which in vaine 
he ſought to hide from his deare friend, who comming 
toward him with open armes, ſaid; There is no reaſon, 
gentle Sir, that from a ſtranger, and one that ſhewed ſo 
much good will as my ſelfe , you ſhould conceale that 
griefe, which, by vvhat now, and at other times you 
haue demonſtrated, I conceiueto be very great: andif 
I, till now, have not beene very carneft to demand the 
cauſe,you may know it was not willingly to reduce ſuch 
pitrifull accidents ro your memory, as might happely 
haue endangered your health , in which you are 
now ſo forward. You muſt not but ſatisfie me, and ler 

 meeknow vvithall, who,and whence you are: For I vow 
to Heauen and you, that bee it neceſlarie for your ſake 
and revenge, I vvill hazzard Honour, Life, and Fortune. 
Ireſt {ully allured(replide the concealed Youth.)Noble 
friend. 


- 
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| friend Leyiano, of the pure affection you haue ſhewed 
| me,mouing you to ſaue my lite, by reſtoring it, and gi- 
| uing me the being I nowenioy, which, next Heauen,[ 
| owe to your ſelfe; and thoughthe remembrance of my 
| paſt dilaſters be moſt grieuous to me yet in reſpett of 
j my engagements to your ſelfe,and becauſe I would you 
ſhould perceiue how much I deſire to fulfill your com- 
mands, though 1 renue old fores, vnrip auncienc 
wounds,I will fatisfic your wiſh,giuing a ſhort account 
of my inward thoughts, youthfull dayes, and yong im. 
ploywents, as forerunners of my preſent ſtorqaes agd 
ſhipwracke. v5 Þ; 

I cannot ſufficiently expreſſe Lerianc's gratitude, to 
heare his friends willingneſle tothe thing he ſo heartily 
deſired, and thinking cach minute an Age tillhe began 
the promiſed Diſcourſe,he commanded his feruants to 

we them, and with a cheerefull countenance and till 
attention gaue care to whar followerh, 

My name, worthy Friend,is Gerarde: The great and 
famous Village of Madrid (moſt vvorthy Manfion of 
our Catholike Monarks) my loucd Country, the com- 
mon generall Mother of different people , and remote 
Nations, Neere her high-reared walles, by whoſe 
raines her ancient ſtrength is yet ſeenc, is the houſe of 
my Anceſtors,conobled as well by their births, as it's 
owne Antiquitie; there was I borne, there firlt bred, Ir 
vverenced!eſſero enlarge my Diſcourle,by recounting 
the render exerciſes of my infancie, therefore I will be- 
gin from my ycer 's of fitteene , which accomplifhed , 
I was forced took ey my Father, by accompanying him 
to one of the beſt places of Gouernment in Caſtile , 


winch his Maicſly had as then newly beſtowed on him, 
My 
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{y elder Broticr Leoncro went alſo along with vs, a va- 
liant yong tellow of rowardly hopes;all of vs were moſt 
jocund with our Fathers new fortunes,our tourney vvas 
ſhort, for in foure dayes we arrived, where (according 
to culiome)we were folemnely welcomed, My Father 
rooke poſleſſion of the Governmenteand to the general 
{atisfaQtion went on in his Trienmum. 

This was the famous City of Ta/bora,onc ofthe beſt & 
moſt populous inthc Kingdorme of Tecde; whole fitua- 
tion is fiuQtified wich the filuerrcames of gold-bea- 
rivg T4240, and makes it one of the moſiplealant and 
delightiulleſt ypon all kis Bankes 7; the Inhabitants are 
louing, courteous,and affable , particularly the Gentry 
(of the beſt qualified houſes of Spaine ) moſt worthy 
Pillars toſo ancient a foundation, 

Here (me thought) I was euer at homezvvith fricnds 
of mine owne Age and ranke : our exerciſes for rhe 
moſt part were riding, running at Buls, atthe Ring, 
Maskes, Barryersand the like, with (which delightin 7 
the multitude) wee made our {clues cunning praQtitio- 
ners. lathe field, Hawking and Hunting vvere cur 
ſports, for both which that Country js plentitully provi- 
ded. Theſe,&rthe others,that rook vp our whole times, 
were my chicfe delights,to a heart yet vntouched by 
loucs flames: which made meas contented,as free; as 
ſatisfied in my ſelfe, as by others enuied. Yet notlong 
could I fo boa{t,not long was Ithus ioyfull : how foone 
froma freeman became I a bond(lave ? From merry to 
melancholly ; fromcractable, rothe contrary; from 
happy, to vnfortunare ? Sooner then 1 conld with 
(deare Lerians) ſhall you heare the change. Among! 
many other ſhewes and Triumphs we viually had. on: 

drew 
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drew neere,appointed by our Citic in honour and com- 
memoration of the blefled Virgin aries happy Nup- 
tials,much celebrated throughout all Caſtile at which 
rime, an infinite nnmber of common people,and great 
concourſe of Gentry reſort thither , as well from the 
Court andthe Citic of Awils, as the Imperiall Toledo, 
h and other parts of the Kingdome; The wiſhed da 
| came on, being the fixe and twentieth of Aprill , dul. 
| kiſh and cloudy, a ſeaſon naturallto that Climate, or 
belike Phabus knew his beames might well bee ſpared, 
where ſo many,ſo beautifull lights would appeare, We 
were two and thirty Gentlemen, that in ſeucrall colours 
entred the Market-place: my felfe performed the office 
of Stickler betwixt my Father and Brother Leowcie, The 
ſport began, the Bulles were let looſe and chaſcd , the 
whole Cane tothe general] good liking and a 
\ plauſc of the SpeQators, endedin a welkordered skir- 
| | milh of Canes on Horſcbacke, there hauing hapned no 
hilt diſaſter or miſchance at all, ſaue mine, which conſide- 
ring the ſtate it hath now brought me roo, was the grea- 
reſt could arriue, 
| Army firſt paſſing ouer the place on horſcbacke, my 
carelefle eyes chanced to glance at a Bay-window, 
(where certaine Gentlewomen ſtrangers were placed) 
they pawicd alittle as being attracted, no leſle by the 
noueltic, then the goodly preſence: Backe I went with 
ſome other friends and Gentlemen , that I might re- 
eryoy a ſuller ſight of thoſe beauties, and faire and ſoft- 
ly, as prauncingly as our Horſes could pace , we drew 
ncere, paſſing to and fro , with more turnes and wind- 
ings, then dotha poore priſoners reftleſle imagination 
in a loathſome dungeon, Neuher had we (thinke J) till 


| | this 
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this time quitted the place,had not the Gentlewomen, 
ſeeing all ended, raiſed themiclues vp to goe downe to 
their Coiches that attended them beneath. Heere my 
foundation failed, and from this inſtant beganne:the 
rvines of my fiered Troy, 

One there was amongſl thoſe Ladies,thart till the pre- 
ſent ſtill masked, diſcouered fo rare a beauty in ſo yong 
a body, that wee were all ſuddenly aſtoniſhed. Me 
thought ( vnaccuſtomed to ſuch bruars) the faire crea- 
ture cuen tore and parred my heart, to make it part of 
her tender owne : For ſure I am, by the cfte, any one 
might iudge how ill 1 was wounded, fo powerfull pier- 
cing was the ſoucraigne glaunce of her eyes. At her 
riſing 'vp,ſhee approached fo neere the iron window , 
that [ cing her lay her faire hands on the fore-part of the 
Bay, was bold to tell her , The hardnes of thoſe barres 
( faire Miſtris) is notſafe, from being ſoftned by thoſe 
ſnowy hands, if happely they partake with the vertue 
of yourſcorching eyes, ſince with their rayes,you mel 
the moſt roere Kinep honms, 

Theſe,and ſuch amorous flaſhes, I imperfeQly blun- 
dered out: ſhe onely anſwered with a gracious ſmile, 
and paying our ſalutations with a Curtſic, followed her 
Companye 

Ar entring her Coach, I alighted to haue held 
the Boote, to vvhich, neitherher ſelfe , nor another 
Dame (1 knew finceto bee her Aunt) would by any 
meanes conſent : onely as they entred,I palled a com- 
plement, and they returned thankes. I asked them 
whence they were ? They told me of Aui/s: had it not 
beene for being noted, 1] ſhould haue knowne their lod- 
ging, the end and limit of their Voyage. I could ſcarce 

TAKE. 
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take leauc, that Angellhad ſo tranſported me : but ſee- 
ing there vvas no remedy,was forced to patience, They 
were gone.and leſtme lo amazed, that I had ſcarce me- 
mory to gerto Horle, or to perceiue that my friends 
expcAcd me, Yet vplI got, and gauc ordertoa ſeruanr, 
to watch where the Coach ſtopped, and to learn truely 
who they were that went in it, This done , wee gaue a 
turne aboutthe ioyful City,though the diſtemper,(can- 
{cd by the late accident, I tele within me)made me wea- 
ry of my friends irkeſome company, of whom ( faining 
my ſelte not well) I rooke leave. By the time 1 got home 
it was night; ſo 1 ſhifted cloathes,and(my minde broo. 
king nodelaics) wenr into the ſtreet, and Sexabria with 
me, ſo was the ſeruanrprivy to my ſecrets, called ; him 
I vvilled rodireRt meto the houſe of my beloued tran. 
ger,and likewiſe to tell mee what hee had heard of her 
qualitie: vvhoſaid,ſhelay in one of the richeſt mens 
houſes in the Citic, whoſe Necce ſhe vvas,and that ſhe, 
vwhoaccompanicd her in the Coach, vvas her Aunt, 
that they vvere within two dayes vpona tourney of De. 
uotion,to the Monaſteric of Gaada/zpe. So that now 
thinking I had relation enough for my purpoſe, would 
needs terch a turne in the irect, hoping that the very 
ſig\t of thole wailes that concealed my Sun from mee, 
miglit giue me tome comfort. But one of my neereſt 
friends preuented mee, who hearing 1 vvas notvvell, 
Cameto viſit me : wee ſiraightſa ured, imbracing, as if 
11 lons time wee had not ſcene each other. Hee vwon- 
dicdac thenoueltie, and hauing power of comman- 
ding fricndſhipon his part,ſoone forced from mee the 

cauicot my malay, 
Fernands {fo was my beſt friend cailcd ) was gladin 
114S 
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his ſoule, that my ſickneſle vvas no other then vvhart I 
made knowne; and indeuour vvith his beſt perſwafions to 
divert mefrom my purpoſe, telling me by vvhat I had let 
him know ofthe ſudden departure of thoſe Dames , how 
ſmall hope there vvas to obtaine my defire. Bur finding ' 
me fixed, it bchooued him to giue vvay: ſo togerher vv: © 
wenttothe ſtreet and houſe of vvhich Semabrie had infor- 
med me; and paſling vnder the vvindowes, I might fcc 
at one of them, being the lower-moſt , the North-Starre 
that guided mee; her eyes contending to giue light vvith 
thats rayes that ſhewed inthe ſtill night : She and another 
Dame of like ſtature, and (in likelihood)yceres, were. dif- 
courſing together: that partie vvas knowne by Fernandoto 
be Frenciſce, Daughter to Segundo Oflawis, owner of the 
houſe,vvhoſe qualitic vvas betore mentioned, 

Faine vvould I at the inſtant haue ſpoken; but Fernando 
thoughtitnotfittoo ſuddenly ro affright the game; ſo wee 
drew neerer by degrees,onely fo long, till we thought vvee 
might be diſcouered by the Moones light: and they ſeeing 
vs make a ſtand , vvould hauc broken off their Diſcourſe, 
clapped tothe vvindowes , and retired , had not Ferner- 
do (as having more freedome) ſtayed them, by ſaying, Ler 
not our boldnefle (having ſo good a diſcharge as the fight 
of your beautics) interrupt your pleafing Conference ; or 
ifthis may not ſerue for an excuſe, you may puniſh vs, as 
you vvould houſhold ſeruants. 

Franciſce, a little frighted , thus anſwered If it vvere 
lawfull for vs ro make longer ſtay, wee ſhould not greatly 
complaine of your boldneſle; the rather, ſince your hum1- 
litic hath thus ſatisfideonely the growing late, makes vs of 
force retire, Nay, but ſaid I (remouing vvith this occaſi- 
en) you cannot but leaue vs doubttull of your diſpleaſure, 


yyhichlI ſhalleſteeme as my greateſt vabappineſle. 
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Allchis while my Divine ſtranger was ſilent, vvhen, ap- 
plying my ſclte ro ber, I thus ſaid; I beſeechyou , faice 
Miſtrts,be not you of that Ladies rigorous minde : fince 
your ſweetneſle is ſhortly to leauc vs, to make ſo long ftay 
from this Countrey. 

Doe you know me,quoth ſhe, vvith a gracious diſdaine, 
or that my departure ſhall be ſo ſoone ? Franciſes now de- 
manded of Fernando (vvuhom the knew) vvholl was; and ſo 
I had lexfure,to ſpeake more freely to my Miſtris ſaying, If 
(faire creature) you remembred but fo well him that this 
afternoone kiſſed your hands, and te them rendred a heart 
more firmethentheſe irons,as he in his inflamed breſt hath 
the rare image of your face engrauen ; ſurc f am,you could 
not ſonegleQfully anfwere me, 

I vnderſtand not yaur meaning(faid ſhee) n_— (me 
thinkes) cuer {ince your beginning to ſpeak, I ſhould know 
you + butthe habit younow weare, is ſo different from 
vyhat you hadon inthe afternoone, that you neede not 
ſuppoſe me to be forgetful). Loth I vvas to ſpend the ſhort 
time in fruitlefſc Diſcourſe , and therefore to the purpoſe 
demanded, ſaying, VV hen is your ſad departure ? or to ſay 

truer,my ſuddaine death ?and this vvith fo faint and pitti- 
full a voiceghat my Miſftris couched vvith my feeling,with 
ſome little carneſtneſlc, {though ſmilingly ) anſwered , 1 
ſhould thinke you vvere ſorry tor my departure, but that1 
gheſſe you can diflemble, 1 haue neither time, nor place, 
faire Dame, ſaid I,to expreſle my iuft ſoxrow in , which is 
ſuch, vvhen I thinke of your abſence, that if 1 follow you 
not, the being mine owne deſperate cxecuioner, muſt be 
my lateſt refuge, ſeruing as an Antidote againſt the poiſon 
that burnes and conſumes me. 

You doe much endeere your fickneſſe, faid ſhe, (giuing 
as 1t were to vnderſtand that I flattered her) vvhich if . -- 
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ſuch as your preſentment ſhewes, my knowledge is {mall, 
and my abilitie lefſero applya briefe remedy : though 1 
ſuſpe&, that as you grew quickly ſicke, you will the ſooner 
xecoucr: forit is the faſhion of you men, to make things 
farre difficult vvith vs, and for your aduantages to facili- 
rate and leuell Mountaines of impoſsibilities. Let's have 
plaine Song, if - wil haue me agreein the tune; &thart 
you may know, [ vvould not wvillingly contradiR you, nor 
proue nice tothe much good wil you profeſſe vnto me:you 
ſhall vnderftand , that two dayes hence I am for Guadalape, 
and hope my returne may bethis way ; and both now and 
then, it in any thing I may ſerue you, belecue , and com- 
mand me, and fee whether I be chankefull, ornegleR your 
vowes, though perhaps they be bur flatteries. 

Thus farre held gn our Diſcourſe , (my ſelfe the ioyful- 
leſt man aliue) when ſome one calling from within , they 
were forcſi to be & Framciſca only ſtayed to viter this, 
Fer nanas c, you have anexcellent Muſician ſerues 

ou; & I having extolled our Country voices to my Cou- 

Clara, defire you that ſhee may be fatisfied in hearing, 
and I proueno.Lyer inrelating : and to morrow abdut this 
time we will heere expe@ you. Faine would I, with the 
greateſt thankes that might be, haue kiſſed her hands for 
the fauour ſhe did me : but her farewell was ſo ſudden, ir 
was impoſsible : and ſo Fernaxde and my ſelfe paſsing 
thor ſireet , having appointed to meete againe next 

ight, rooke leaue and deparzed. 
The remainder of the night I ſpentin a thouſand ſeuerall 
imaginations, all proceeding fr6 the difficultic ofthe enter- 
prize I had in hand; till the cleere morning giuing truce to 
my confuſed thoughts, I got out of their Labyrinch , and 
from home likewite: and having notice where my Miſtris 
viedto heere Maſle, I and my Fiend Fernando were there 
C 2 preſent, 
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preſent, where | received from my lifes Owner,in as much 
as her amorous but waric, lookes , would permit rich and 
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incſtimable fauours, 
| Thus paſſed wethe morning, and the afternoone in of- 


ten walking thorow her ſtreete, till night came on : and 
being fir time, with my dearc friend and the Muſicke wee 
drew neere : and finding all huſht and quict, ſtanding 
where we did thenight before, my Muſician began to fing 
what I had inſtructed him, to the ſweet melody of a vvell- 
tuned Violl. 


If, te Phoebus; in the weft, 
Now thy fairer eyes at reſt, 
Wear, longer are to ſee 
One that ayes for want of thee: 
Then, muſt 1 of force (my Deare) 
Hope the morne will ſoone be heere : 
And a Truce to ſlumber giue, 
Ss ſball I retmrne to lint. 
ShaltI; of thoſe Sunnes, thine eyes , 
Be the flow'r that at Sunne-riſe, 
Spreds with bim, andſhats againe,,. 
when he dines into the maine ? 
Ext, thine eyes might plainely ſee 
Yeſterday that truth imme, 
Smce, when they were preſent, 
Liu'd ; (but they being gone) now dye. 
So that now, at thy command, 
Life and dtath arc at a ſtand : 
Doubt not,Coward: her gooa will 
How can a good Angell kull? 
If, a wretched Priſoner, whom 
Lay and a foule fatt doth doeme, 


Once, 
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Once,by chance, ſpy but the face 
Of his Prence, he hopes for grace. 
Juſther may thy beauty giue 
Me aſfſur ance,thento line : 
$ ince I happy was, toview 
That : ne guilt or creme elſe knem, 
Eagles by the S wnne doe proue 
Right, or Baſtard brood ; fo Lone 
My amazed dae ling eyes 
Of thy ſplendour parifies, 
Lone, that ſafely doth incline 
Me to trace thoſe eyes of thine : 
Fearing not what &re betides , 
Once to loſe my ſou raigne guides. 
And, although thoſe North-Starres now 
Darkned are,and thy faire brow; 
Yet, my Lowe the Loadſtone, may 
S oone diſcouer light ſome day. 


Iuft as ke began, the window ,bur nor acreature 
to be ſcene, which made vs nota little wonder, (ignorant 
who within might keepe my Miſtris and her Couſin from 
appearing) but the Muſician with that ſweet Sonner fol- 


lowing which he ſung, interrupted our doubtfulneſlc. 


whether, or fix't, or wandring, Lights of Heauen | 
(Though leſſer Tapers, to the Moone, you be ) 
Bright Scutcheons of the gods and Planets ſeurn 
Whoſe cheerefull influence dath beft agree 
With am'rous mindes : abreſt moſt pure and exen 
Innokes your farre aſpeits;, Looke downe on me, 
And (as your powr 5,me power to Loue haue gruen ; ) 
Light her I loue that ſhe my thoughts may ſee. 
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And ob,thou cold and more then ſober night | 
That in dall calm neſſe ſleep ff wntill cleere day, 
In abſence of thy Sunnes all-glorions light. 

wert thou {ke me ( ſad night) to goe thy way 
By abſence g'ieu'd, to loſe ſo r1cha ſight ; 
Teares, ſorrowes Tribute, and not fleepe, thoul'dit pay. 


This Sonnet ended with ſo ſweet a cloze, that ſoon the 
Ladies ſhewed themſelues, and from the window wil- 
led vs to come neerer, ſaying, From the very beginning 
ClarsandI hane hearkened ro your ſcruants admirable 
voice, and deferred our being ſcenc, for feare of marring 
the Song, »«» 

Fer nando replide with thanks: and I turning to my Clare, 
asked her how ſheliked the Voicexo which with a pretty 
{mile the anſwered; ' Twas harmonious enough, but that 
the Muſician, in declaring (o liberally his Maſters paſsion, 
had ſomewhat more enlarged himſelfe then was there ex- 
pected : Why,ſweet loue (ſaid I) doe the ſcorching amo- 
rous effects of my heart offend you? If fo, my breit from 


" henceforth ſhall like another Azz boile inwardly , and 


my tongue, in ſtead of expreſsing paine, turne Marble. 

I blame you not , Gerardo, ſomewhat milder now ſaid 
ſhe ; bur ſince your affeRion is ſuch, I could haue. wiſhed 
thatneither my Couſingor your friend, ſhould be privy 
to it: For the returne on my part, I know not what to ſay, 
bur would Godl had neucr lett Aurle.(This ſaid)her riehe 
arme ſet on the windows great Barre, and her checke reſt. 
ing vpon the white hand, with a gentle igh , I might per- 
cciue, that her eyes trickling ſome drops, drycd, or rather 
caught the cryſiall pearles in an olorous Handkerchicſe, 
I preſumed, ſuch an accident could bee no lefſſe then favou- 
zable,and ſo vrgedThe rcafon of the ſudden paſsion, withall 
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making large proteſtarions of my loue and feruice, that in 
itI would ſpend my life, though I hazzarded it in any kind 
of death- To which,in the moode ſhee was , thus ſhee re. 

lide, Haue I notreaſon, thinke you, Gererds, to be trou- 

led, in ſeeing my ſelfe thus ed from minc owne af- 
feions ? and by caſting my ſelfe {o looſely vpon yours,to 
know (to my vnhappineſle) that I haue no command 0- 
uer my free wil,and that in this reſpec,I am forced to part 
(though my hcarr and life be parted)fince my Couſin and 
her Parents cannot with infinite intreaties obtaine of my 
Aunt to leaue me with them, perhaps as preſaging my de- 
fires > Oh know, mine eyes doc but counterfet my hearts 
griefe, & the greateſt affliction which thar can feele, is the 
impoſlibilitie(in abſence)ro repay the affeion you beare 
me. Ando cnding in teares and fighes, turning to her 
Couſin without expeRting my anſwere, ſhe ſaid ; I thinke 
'ris timeto retire for feare wee be miſled. - Franciſea was a- 
bout to haue anſwered, when Fernando crofling Trumpe 
preuented her,ſaying to Crs, Your delire, faire Dame, 
cannot as yet take effet: for, it you want fleepe, Franciſca 
muſt make good the field alone,til we determine a certain 
doubt,in which there muſt be a knowne Vidor, or elſe ir 
15 not to be giuen ouer. 

'Tisthe beſt i rid, quoth __ cs, but ſotedi- 
ouſly controuerteUMwyecne a number of people, that 
ſhould we ſer itafreſh Woo! twere neuer to end. Well, 
it muſt be reſolucd,ſaidT, and$Miſtris Clare with her wiſe. 
dome ſhallarbitre for the more certaine. concluſion of 
your opinions, Why, none may deny, ſaid Fernando, but 
that mine iz true : for whar reaſh is it,that our conſtancy 
ſhould bee paralcl'd with that of women, paſ} or preſent > 


and cerrainely,my ſo reaſonable < inthis point, 
(hall laſt with meas long as life. And I (faid I) will re- 
C 4 enforce 


i n 
—_—_— - ww —— 


LE 


_* 


24 GERARDO, 
enforce it to the laſt gaſpe. Well then, ſaid Franciſea, there 
is no more to bee done, bur (ct vp the Liſts, What need 
you, quorh 1? the iron barres of your window already 
ſcruc intheir ſtead, Bur leauing this, as a thing (entled in 
our fauour, the Inſtrument with ſome plealing Ditty ſhall 
make our peace, 

The two Couſins were pleaſed with my motion, eſpeci- 
ally when they might ſce me rake the Violl from my man, 
and (ertle my ſelte rofing theſe Verſes; 


Stay, bold theughts yeſraine your mill, 
Silent be and ſuffer ftill: 
What ? net ſpeake if ſbee be by ? 
Torment : if you doe, you dye. 
54), the flame to riſe begin, 
Teares without, may quench within. 
Better dit in eaſje paine 
( Swff 'ring) then (if nat) be laine. 
Is there (though) noremed)? 
Silence, them, I'le welcome thee : 
And thou,tongue of mine conceale, 
What the bears muſt not rexcale. 


zantic highly to 
D inger, = had 
mt,they might haue 
ay cheekes, cauing 
TEir ſeruice, and to 
zeargnec : We ſhall be 
deg ſgJudden as laſt nighr 
is Conntrey cannot containe 
des, the place of your birth is ſo 


WhenT had end 
commend the Di 
not chaſte Lacims loſt her be 
fccne ſhametaſtneſle in the 
this, I began to offer my If 
Clarathus ſpoke, that boy 
very ſolitary (your dpi 
you told me: ) but ind 
ſucha treaſure long ; be: 


he faire D, 


eminent, that it muſt Meds as equally attract you, as your 
kindred 
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kindred or friends. Lknow what it may-doe, (aid ſhee, my 
will isnow my Aunts,whilſtI am with her ; though let mee 
tellyou, that for my Couſin here, (whom Iloue equally 
with-my felfc) I could bee content to leaue not onely mine 
owne Countrey, but forget my neereſi friends. And (o (he 
Om mee {o amoroully , that I plainely-per- 
cciuved ro whom her ſpeech was direQed, which intangled 
me wholly inherpleaſtng Labyrinth, in ſuch ſort , that be- 
fore I got free, it colt mee much time , and many misfoc- 
runes. 
But now ſeeing day come haſtily on, we tooke leaue,and 
I of Clara, as if it had beene wy lateſt; indeed ro both our 
gricfes we parted, which Lin melancholy expreſſed : vvhich 
when Fernando ſaw , hee could not but breake into this 
ſpcech vnto mee : It much croubles mee, friend Gerardo, to 
cc you thus droope : what doe you want ? what is not a- 
bounding to you? yeſterday you were not acquainted ; ro 
day, you haue Ceſars Yict : Clara loves you, how much 
your ſelfe and I well percciue. She goes to Avis, the iour- 
ney is not fo long, nor your meanes of mineſo ſhort , bur 
that we may be Cheſis any where as well as at home. And 
ſince this is ſo, ſince youtake me to bee your friend, there's 
no more to be done, but take courage ; and, like a man of 
re nn TE mating 
Ahm id I, noble breſt at no time 
euer Failed mee : your Þ1 oicrenien my afflicted heart; 
you raiſe my hopes, which were cucn now giuen 0- 
uer,ſo thatT am/now wholly diſpoſed to the preſent occa- 
fion you vrge; and if ſo you pleaſe, tomorrow, (when wee ' 
ſhall heare that Clzrs hath left the Cintic ) wee will ſecretly 
follow to the Bridge, and ſo take the lower way of the Ri- 
uer (being out of the high way thither) where they will vn- 
tedly lodge : and for tcare of being benighted,make 
it 
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it their firſt daies journey. You = well (quoth Fernands) 
and perhaps we ſhall have a ioyfull returne onely (forthe 
maine) it behooues vs to bee That concernes mee 
moſt, ſaid I, and therefore my aduice is, that without more 
company then our ſelues,we goe borh diſguized: In which 
reſolution, we bade Adieutillthe next day, that knowin 
my Miſtris with Fraxciſca and her Aunt were to depart 

rec Dinner; I vvent to Fernawds's lodging , vvhere I vvas 
againe incouraged by him ; who ſhewed his Noble deſire 
[ in the fellowing Sonnet. 


A brazen heart, an Adamantine mind: 
(Doubtlefe) bad be whoſe reftleſie working Braine 
Firit launcht aur mono} houſes to the Maine, 
And ſlippery hindges gane to wanes and winade, 
Fanaticke fary, zeal, aſhiring blende, 
Had he, wboraſbly ſought to fly (in vaine) 
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But ra(ber be, that heas' ns bright Carre, ſo faine, 
BY: Downe headlong droue (againſt his fathers minac.) 
| 3 A daring AR, «pretty emterprize 
I8- 'T was, to deſcend and conquer Erebus, 
I! To binde the Triple-Porter in a Chaine : 


j But to preſume towenter on her eyes, 
| without more note or merit court {ft hus, 
(As greater madneſſe) ſo, a greater gaine, 


—__ 
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And next hauing cloathed our ſelues inthe beſt manner 
vve thought fir, vvee departed our at a backe doore of his 
houſe; and by the Riuer fide , with coole trauclling , and 

ood diſcourſe,abour Sun-ſert wee arriued at certaine hou- 
Tamer paſling halfe a League from the Bridgez and aligh- 
ting wee layd vs downe vpon the greene Grafle behinde 


| certaine ruinous mudde Walles,where wee relolued to ex- 
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peQ my Miſtreſſes paſſing by.which hapned nor long after : 


and knowing the Coach,in which (ſhe went, giving it leauc 
to go 0n betore,we followed ſoftly after,& kept the noiſe of 
it fi] in our cares,though ſee it we could gor,by reaſon the 
darknes of the night began more & more to thicken vpon 
vs. So-wecame tothe towne,and marking what Inne they 
took,entred into another,where, alighting, I delivered my 
Horſe to the Oat, and Fernando turning back againe vpon 
his,we went out into the (lreer,where I Sn a Hunte1s Cap 
on my head,and an open Caſlocke at the fides ,of which I 
came prouided ouer my ſhoulders, & taking off my Spurs 
and Sword out of the Hangers,caried it vnder mine arme, 
liuely reſembling one of our Malttiers;I deſired Fernandoto 
follow,who was ready to burſt with laughter : & in this diſ- 
uize we came to my Miſtreſſes Inne, = (as we entred) I 
w ſet very ſorrowfully in a Chaire by her Couſin, I de- 
manded a chamber formy new Maſter,which whe we had 
ſhewed vs, in a ſpacious Court at hand , I gaue order for 
prouendring my Horſe,which done,whilſt ſupper alſo vvas 
waking ready, confidentin my Liuery, I went where my 
deare Pledge was ſitting, ſortimes croſſing from the ſireee 
tothe Court;otherwhiles, fromthe Court back againe; and 
_ neere to her preſence, ſought by the brightnes 
ofa candle,that lighted al the forepart ofthe houſe,to make: 
my ſelfe knowne to her fairceyes:all whichendeuours had 
bin vaine,had not Franciſcs,that kept her company, left her 
alone, by going into another roome where her Aunt was 
reſling her ſelfe : and thus acknowledging the opportunitie 
heaven beſtowed vp6 me, Iquickly made my approch, ſay- 
ing;Is it poſſible, light of my darknes, that this your Slaue 
hath bin ſo vnknowne to thoſe cleere eyes ? when ſhe ama- 
zed,l ſeized on her white hand,and taking oft my Cap and: 
diſguize,made wy ſclfc better known:So that when _— 
oy 
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fully ſatisfide,our of pure aſtoniſhment, long it was ere ſhee 
would leaue crofling her ſclfe, and with the fudden alterati- 
on this vnexpected change had cauſed, ſaid, Are you Ge+ 
rardo? in beholding you,fure I become blind. 

Who ſhould it be,deare ſweet (faid |) but he you name, 
who transformed into your precious ſelte, am neuer abſent 
from you? Lord, my beſt Sir(quoth ſhe) how came you hi- 
ther? What baſe artire is this concealed your Noble being 
fro me?whither do you go?Do you thinkI meane to vndoo 
my ſelfe, or feare that my being ſo ſlightly guarded, may 
make mee aprey to bloudy Robbers that frequent the vn- 
couth Mountaines? I cannot thinke, faid I North-ftarre of 
my defires,thatthere can be ſo cruell a Thiefe, who, ſecing 
thoſe diuine lookes,would not caft his armes at your 
feer;touching my coming hither,know: Ferwande my friend 
(worthy al confidence)and my ſclfe haue thus on horſeback 
tollowed after youzand if you pleaſe to giue a reward to my 
ſmall labour(though to beare the name of your Seruantyis 
ſufficient)vouchſate that I may this night ſpeak to you, ſince 
if you be willing, no occaſion can bee wanting, I willi 
(Gid ſhe?)if that be all the difhculty,neuer go from me.O 
no,that were vnfir,Mris ſaid I, your Couſin will come out 
and though my diſguize might excuſe her, not knowing 
mee, I am loth to pur it ro the venter, Well, a Gods name 
leaue mea whilc,ſaid ſhe,& expetme ſomewhere, where 
we may nor be feene. Thus I rerurned to my friend , and 
making known my ſucceſſe vnto him, withal the fright my 
diſguize put my Miſtrisin, it gaue him notable content. 
And fo as well to beguile the time of my expeRarion, to 
ſee my Miſtris,as allo to excuſe the transformation of my 
baſe diſguize,in imitation of the valiant Herewles , giuen 0- 
uer to the vnbridled Louc of Iole; by way of allufion hee 
tooke a ſubicct in theſe following Verlics. 


Melting 
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Melting Alcides, that ſtrong Club of his 
{That at his feet the twelne ſad labours laid) 
That skinne , ( 4 glorious Conſtellation made) 
Whoſe Owner ( lorg agoe high mounted) is ; 
With lole doth change : _ glad of this , 
Giues him her Reele and Spindle (womans Trade ) 
with which the Semi-god growes well apaid; 
And to her worke to fall, thinkes not amiſſe, 
She like « ſecond ſterner god of warre 
yoars ; and he of wanton Venus ſbewes 
perfett draught, fond Lovers to deſery. 
Yet] mot wonder, fonce 1 know there are 
Stranger effetts that Cupid doth ae 
With Blowd,Stars words, and pow rfull Sympathy. 


Whilſt we diſcourſed of theſe and other matters, Clears 
and her company were getten to Supper; and (he,crethe 
Cloth was taken away, faining an excuſe, with her Maid 
onely accompanying her,came thorow che Court by our 
Chamber, and going toward the fartheſt part of it,lent her 
backe, onely bade her call,it ſhe ſhould be miſſed: I per- 
ceiuing the deuice, ſoone followed after; and though my 
feete had wings, yer Cars fained the neceſlitic of her re- 
wrne, hauing ſtaid fo long : onely ſaid, Now, Gerar4o,you 
haue no reaſon to complaine, ſince you ſee how truc I amto 
your deſires. 

When, ſaid (owner of my lifc)ean I forme complaints 
of you that may not proue vniuſt z ſince with this preſent 
fauouronely my reward is more, then had Lyndergone an 
Viifcien Navigation? : 

Youdoe ouer-much indeare it, ſaid ſhee ; but tell mee , 
Thinkeyou to {ce me ar Awls, if, tomy griefe, my Aunt 
change not. her minde ? though doubileſle, in oa I 
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hope Heauen will be propitious to me. Tothis | anſwered , 
From the very houre, nay inſtant, mine eyes beheld you , 
and my ſoule madeeleQion of your rare perſonage , I de- 
termined to follow you,not to Auils, which is fo ſhort a 
ſtep, bur cuen the whole world over: and of this pure truth 
(deare Pledge ) reſt aſſured and ſatisfied. 

Tis well (Gaid my Miftris) I am alone,and like a vveake 
veſſell acknowledging the aduantage of your ſirength, am 
therefore forced to beleeue you, confident,that time at 
length muſt beſt diſcouer your conſtancie, and my aficQi- 
on. Yet tell me, meanc younow toaccompany me to Gas- 
dalupe 2 No (my beſt Miftris) ſaid I: for though I cannot 
enioy a greater happineſle; yer I feare, becing miſſed at 
Talbors, it might happely breed fome ouer-curious ſul 
pition: toexcule which ( as loth to ——__ C 
on) I had rather doſe my longing, Your wari doth 
much pleaſe me ({aid ſhe:) continue ir ſtill, and when you 
heare of our returne,negle& not, bur that very night come 
to the vſuall ſtand; and till then,farewell, for I feare I haue 
Naid too long. You muſt not ſo part,quoth I, to leaue mee 
in ſo long ab without a fauour from you that ma 
cheriſh my hopes of ſeeing you ; and in ſo ſaying , with 
my might, I rooke her about thenecke, and to her 
anger, and my glory, gathered the ſweet flowers from her 
rare lips : at which, I cannot ſet downe,how altered , how 
angry ſhee was at my licentious boldnefſe. Butin ſuch 
warres, peacceis ſoone made: ſo loue,to whom we became 
both ſubies, cafily forced her to pardon my boldneſſe, 
and confirme our friendſhip, by hanging a rich chaine a- 
bout my necke, and precious icwell at it, which formerly 
ſcrued to adorne her owne breſt, ſaying, Though you haue 
angred mee, yet in hope of your repentance, receiue this 
118 pledge,in remembrance that ſhe that now parts from you 
110 to 
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to Guadalupe, beares you with her, ſet in the ſecret Relicke 
ofher heart. Faine would I have replide, but the com- 
ming of her Maid hindered me; wherefore ſlipping intoa 
corner, Clara paſſed on, and my (elfe ſoone went backe to 
my Chamber, where Feraande and I with equall content 
tooke our reſis, ſecing my ſuite ſo much bertercd by theſe 
proſperous beginnings: which being the Originals of my 
preſent ills, 'twas neceflarie (my good Leriane) I ſhould be 
thus prolixe in recounting them. 

Wee never fo much as laid forday-light, but taking 
horſe, with good ſpeed, in few houres, Fernandes gotto his 
lodging.and I co my Fathers houſe. 

Fitreene dayes my inflamed heart ſuffered in the torment 
of my Miſtrefſes abſence ; and m_—y joyfull night of 
her arrivall, like a moſt punQuall ( Fernando 1 my 
company) fome houres before the vſuall time , I expeAed 
the vp-riſing of ight Sunne , which at length, more 

lorious then he that v giues his light, appeared from 

cr accuſtomed window. Exceſliue ioy, they ſay, oft cau- 
ſeth fadden death:and though by heauens particular good- 
nefſe, in me it wrought not that ſorrowfull effe& ; yer it ſo 
troubled me, that I was ſcarce able to ſend forth thoſe ef- 
feuall reaſons, Loue and deſire prompted me with. VV hat 
my tycd tongue made difficult, I remitred tothe aRion of 
my eyes & bands; with which laying hold on thoſe whiter 
then ſnow others , imprinting my lips in their pure Chry- 
ſtall, my outward aQtions, declared my inward mo- 
tions. In no lefle ſuſpence was my loued Pledge, till Fer- 
nando with his accuſtomed freedom, looſing the knot of our 
amorous ſilence,kifsing C /ars's hand,and animating me to 
doe the like, I bade her welcome home, to which thee re- 
turned thankes, and ſtraight ioyfully rold me, that her ſtay 
in Talbors was now efieaed with ber Aunt , ax the imper- 
wnate 
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tunate ſuite of her Couſin Franci/ca; which when I heard, I 


was cuen tranſported vvith gladneſle : and as things flood, 


nothing could ſucceed more luckily ro my purpoſe. I af- ' 


ked after her Couſin; ſhe told me, wearineſle had ſent her 
ro ſlepec; beſides, ſhee meant not to make her acquainted 
with cheirloues : at which, I received no ſmall content, as 
well in reſpe& of ſecrecic, asthatI might more freely con- 
ucrſe with my Miſtris. 
Many a night we conferred in this cloſe manner, ſo wa- 
ry, that (excepting my friend)none elſe was priuic to our 
e&ions. Two yceres were expired in theſe amorous 
meetings , in all which time I could neuer arrive at the 
wiſhed cnd of my hepes, or obtaine a recompence for my 
long ſeruice. My heart was cuen tired with the delayes and 
obſlacles Clars laid in my way , butthe hopes ſhe mingled 
with theſe diſtaſtes, drew me onto be ſtill conſtant. 
And now the Feftiuall of our glorious Patron S. James 
was at hand; againſt which time great triumphes were pre- 
aring in the Elie of Azils, which poſſeſi her with much 
care, and mee with no lefle trouble, to thinke, that her 
friends, defirous happely to ſeethem, would haue her a- 
long , whereby her returne might be vncertaine; And 
though this our doubt came not ro be put inexecution, yet 
ſerued as ſpurres to my liuec]y heate, and ſo with more vio- 
lent importunitic, I preſſed ro be admitted into my Sweet- 
hearts chamber, againſt which, the difficulty was z That 
Franciſca lay there, though this might be remooued by. the 
expcrizncc of her ſound ſleeping; and withall, there wanted 
not good conuecniencie, by reaſon of a window without 
grates, which opened to the roome next Clers's chamber; 


. (alutle doorebeing onely berweene) informed of which 


{rom her elfe, I requeſted her to giue mce a print of the 
Locke in fott Waxe that by this deuice I might haue a 
| Key 
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Key made toſerue the turne. Wirth much ado, (after ma- 
ny ſighes and teares, and continuall intreaties, her flintic. 
heart ouercome) my plot tooke effe : and aſſoone as the 
Key was made, I deliuered it to her,to trie the certainty of 
it; which was ſuch as my heart could wiſh , though for me 
returne of it, I needed more effeQuall teares and ſupplica- 
tions; fo ſliffe vvas her obſtinacie, or rather honeſtic. Bur 
vrging ſtill my afte&ion, and how much ſhe vvas indebted 
to my loyall conſtancie, ſhe could not but at laſt reſtore it : 
vvhen I had it,I could vvillingly haue made ſpeeches to ir, 
but for deferring my glory ; and ſo clapping wings to my 
feet, like a ſecond /cerus, with Fernanasshelpe,l mounted, 
and lighting on the doore, gently opened ir, and went in, 
where | ſoone found my lifes comforter ; I embraced her 
often, and leſt her Couſin might ſpie vs, we got within the 
Curtaines ofmy Miſtreſſes Canopie, and quickly without 
more conditions,{aue onely her modeſt contention, before 
Left the roome, I might reckon my ſelfe amongſt the hap- 
pieſt, reaping at length the ioyfull ſruir of what I had ſowed 
with ſo much ſorrowand labour. *'Twas now with me aro- 
ther world, and a new content: I had now poſſeſſion of a 
fort, which I held once inexpugnable; I now feared no 
fiorme, ſince I was gotten tothe haven : So ignorant was 
I inthe changes of blind Fortune. For her, I may well af- 
firme,ſhe was no leſſe pleaſed then I, and at parting , with 
avvorld of teares,ſhe beſought me nor ro forget her(which 
how farre vvas I from thinking of?) 

From the very houte that I made her ſole Miftris of my 
thoughts, (vvithout boaſt bee it ſpoken) neuer-cerraine or 
vnſure ſuſpition kept me vvaking; or icalouſte, vvatchfull 
ſo true vvas ſhe, though traQtable to all, yet vvas there ne- 
uer any ſo hardy, as to offer ſoa muchasa daring thought to 


her beauty, euen to the time that I predominated in my 
D loucs 
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loues height , and had abſolute command, there beeing 
none but mine, no vvilling or nilling but vvhatlI pleaſed, 
Thusliucd I fo comforted; confidenr,that no night-walkes, 
Letters, Tickets, Meſſages, Maskes, Ring-running, or Bars 
| riers, performed in her {eruice, could make me once thinke 
[ that ſhe would looke aſide ro wrong me. 

163 Atthistime a Gentleman of our citic vſed almoſt houre- 
< ly to frequent my Miſtreſſes ſtreet;za young Gallant(though 
| elderthen my ſelfe) rich, an heire, and my eſpeciall friend, 
vvhomlT likewiſe often ſaw (though ſuſpeQing nothing) at 
the Church vvhere Clara vicd, vvhere he vvas ill one of 
the firſt, and that neuer failed : yer for all thele fearefull mo- 
; tives, the leaſt malicious pricke neuer rouched my heart; 
BY: not dreaming of any diligence of his toward my Miſtreſle, 


of a competitor, 
Amongſt many gladſome nightsI paſſedin her cheriſh- 
Ii ing embraces, one (the firſt that ſtung ime vvith iclouſie) in 
1} mid(t of my iollicie,ſhe/firſt coniuring mee, and earneſtly 
a5 facilitating the diftaſte I might receiue, and afluring her 
| notto be angry, greedy of the deliuery this mountaine of 
26. diſcourſe promiſed ) beganne the enſuing Diſ- 

courſe: 

The fearc I haue (my deare Gerardo) at any time to of- 
tend you, or giue a iuft occaſion , ro make you fuſpeRt my 
| loyall faith, enforcerh mee to giue you caily notice of the 
| obſtinate pretenſion of one, your neere friend. Heauen 
3! knowes, if, when Clara proceeded hither, my heart were 
| | not ready to burſt within me, Shee went on ; a— 
| | | ; choler 


1 Many a time (I wholly ignorant) vvould Fernando aduer- 

tile me of this ſuſpition, as forcſeeing how much Rodrige 

[87 (tor ſo was the Gentleman called) vvould puzzle vs. But 
| | as I vvas inthe midſt of my happineſſe, and abſolute ouer 
1: my Clarz's vvill, nothing could make me caretull, or thinke 
| | 
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cholernow at full) that againſt my conſent employes his 
fooliſh _—_ in my ſeruice, as you may haue ſcene in 
diuers occaſions : of which, if I cill now forbore to giuc 
you account, it was, that I thought my diſdaine, and the 
{mall comfort he receiued, might make him deſift from his 
rpoſe: but ſecing that from wy deniall his intent rakes 
reater hold, I could no longer conceale thus much : nor 
this paper, which today I recciued from the handes of a 
maid of my Aunts, who colouring her boldneſle, with tel- 
ling me, it was from my father, made me take and reader, 
deliringafrer an anſwer; which ſhe had, ſuch as her ſhame- 
leſſe-proceeding deſerued. This is the perfe& truth, that 
the Ticket, I ſhe, that receiued it, but free from a thoughe 
of offending you, which I ſhall neuer haue as long as hea- 
uen ſhall pleaſe ro keepe mee yours. Ard giving mee the 
Paper ſhe was filent, and I lefle confident in my ſecuritie, 
reloluing thenceforward to be more watic , as having to 
contend with a powertull oppoſite, 

I could not but chide her for deferring the aduice,for the 
inconuenieacic it might haue cauſed, ſincethe carefull ſol- 
licitation ofa new Suiter, might eaſily diſcouer the affe ti- 
on of ſecure Louers. But wee were ſoone triends, and I 
ſomewhat calmer, demanded what anſwere ſhe fent by the 
Meſſenger; whorteplicd, that firft drawing another paper, 
fained to be the Letter out of her pocket, ſhe tore it,threat« 
ning the wench withall , chat her Aunt ſhould puniſh her 
lewdneſſe : with which ſomewhat ſatisfied, I rooke leave, 
and going out, went to*Fernando's Lodgingz who when he 
hadlcft mee with my Miftreſle, vicd to returne home, I 
came to his doore as he was newly going to bed, to his no 
{mall admiration to ſce mee ſo baſtily with him, though by 
the ſadnes of my looke, he conceiued ſome ſudden change 
in my affairs : After wee =_ ſaluted, and fate downe in 

| | 2 his 
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kis chamber, raking out Rodrrgo's Lerter, by the lighrof a 
white Waxe candle , I read it to my friend, and which I 
can ncuer forget, theſe enſuing contents : 


RoDRiGotoClaRa. 


My minde fearing (as in reaſon it may) a in} puniſhment 

for my beldneſſe, (yet confident in the clemencie of your noble 
bref ) expetts a definitine ſentence of life or death, ether tope- 

riſh in the wanes of your diſdarne, or by your gracious hand to te 

raiſed out of a ſea of troubles that oppreſie mee . 1 ſhall receine 

comfort, if you ftrike the ſayles of your rigeur , which hath beene 

ſo cruel as my affefiron conftant , which ſprings from « heart 
that offers it ſelfe to your mercie : recerae it faire Dame but with 

more compaſſion vſe ut then the afflitted owner ; whoſe life and 

death reſleth to the arbitrement of yeur glad or unhappy anſwer, 


I thinke (noble friend) neither venimous troden Viper, 
or poyſonous Serpent in ſandie Africa, were euer fo ſlirred 
with rage, as my cnflamed breſt, by that time I had ended 
my aduerſaries Letter: and certainly, had not my friend 
_— hold on me, I had then ſought him, and reven 
my turious iclouſie, But my friend with reaſons,worthy his 
wiſedome and diſcretion, {tayed mee, mitigating my vio- 
lent paſſion, Hee firſt throughly vnderſtood the cauſe of 
my diſtaſte, and nextthe Papers owner; both which conſt- 
dered, he proceeded thus: By heauen (Gerarde) whenl 
ſaw you ſo full of turie, 1 ml ſuppoſed, you had found 
this Letter vnwittingly about lars , and that on her part 
way had beene made to ſome greater miſchicfe : But be- 
ware, be not too raſh, the fort is better defended then you 
can wiſh; ſhe her ſelte is her owne guide, her owne guard, 
what would you more? Why complaine you? Clare is 

faulcleſle, 
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faultleſle, Rodrigo notto be condemned : for, tor cach man 
to good himſelte the beſthe can, whzre hee knowes no de- 
triment to parties, or preiudice of friends, I thinke tis tole- 
rable. Not hee, nor any, ſaue my ſclfe alone, knew your 
thoughts; ſo he is blameles. It concernes youto be caretu], 
that {1nce you haue more eyes added to your waking cre, 
you muſi take heed, and fora time leaue the enioying your 
—_ till you may with more quict obtaine your plea- 
ure, 

Theſe and the like reaſons Fernando knew ſo well to lay 
before me, that he conuinced me to him: ſo (determined 
to foilow his aduice) we tookeleaue, and I betooke mee to 
my howe and reſt. Euer after (conſidering how waighye 
en occaſion I had in hand) I went alwaics well armed, and 
bauing anewenemie, vas nottoo ſecure in the defence of 
my perſon, _ (if oughtſhould happen) by way of 
anticipation,to be ſtill beforc-hand. Fernands and I often 
met Rodrigo in his amorous purſuitc in Clare's ſirect carly 
and late, vvhich made vs for feare of being diſcoucred,va- 
ry more ſhapes then Pretews. One night amongſt others, 
(the firſt of my misfortunes) Fernando and I vere neere 
the windowes,and hauing taken ſtand,cxpeQed the houre 
to come that I mighe enter, at ſuchtime as two,muſfled 
came towards vs; and drawing neere, were knowne to my 
friend; vvho turning to me, ſaid : There gocs your Riuall 
and his man, vvho meane to take notice of vs, (as indeed 
they went about it:) So that ſuppoſing it was beſt for vs to 
be gone, for fteare of ſome ill accident, 1 told Fernando fo 
much; who, though hee liked my counſell, yet was vnwil- 
ling vve ſhould forſake the place,fearing leſt Redrrgo mighe 
at the inſtant poſieſle it, and that Clara vnaduertiled , opc- 
ning the window to call mee, and ſeeing two men there, 
vvithout diſtintion might make the figne, whereby Redrrgo 
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happcly would fall into the cight ſaſpition, which was ſuffi- 
cient to wake vs ſtill keepe our place. A good while wee 
remained thus diſcourſing, and Redr:go appeared not; till 
at laſt, when leſt we thought of in, we might fee him paſſe 
by : for having fetchra large compaſic , hee came at our 
backes thorow the ſame ſtreet; which much diftaſted mee, 
and Fernando no lefie; for wee were now engaged, and 
though we might have departed without becing knowne, 
(dilguized)yer the aforeſaid occaſion enforced our ſtay. 
The tirve of my Miſtrilles approach was now neere, which 
Rearigo (it ſeemed ) little dreamt of, and made mee as 
fearctull as impaticnt, and percciuing the like pafſion in 
my friend, ſeeing withall how dangerous it was for my loue 
to be diſcouerer? -nd yet how hardly it could bee auoyded 
without fome lence, we determined by dint of ſword to 
rebate their vu :annerly proceeding : and vvith this reſo- 
lution, withour giving a word, clapping aſide our Clokes, 
and laying hands to our ſwords and targers , wee ſudden] 
flue vpon them ; who perceiuing our incent , with nole 
torwardneſle met vs inthe encounter. Rodrrgel hated dead- 
ly, who falling to my lot, without warding the point of his 
tword I ran on, and luckily clozing, (not fauoured by my 
aduerſarics weakneſle , for to lay truth, hee was a valiant 
Gentleman) gauc him ſome wounds, at which he fell, cry- 
ing out for confeſſion : which afſoone as I heard ſuppoſing 
I had made ſure worke, I returned where I had lett Ferman- 
do and the ſeruant, but found them retired further into rhe 
next ſtreet, (purpoſely done by my friend) where making a 
ſiand,he quickly ran my youth thorow the ſword arme,and 
with a back-blow, fliced him over the noddle, leauing him 
to cry out as his Maſter had done before him. The noyſe 
had raiſed many perſons, as well at Segunds Oflaws's win- 
does, as at the reſt of the neighbourhood ; from whence 
ſecing 
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lecing ſome iſſue our, croffing thorow by-Lanes, and fiy- 
ing fromthoſe that followed, wee ſoone (without becing 
knowne to any) got to out Lodgings, 

Rodrige(as you heard ) was a gentleman wealthy,and well 
allied by blood in the Citie , ſo that by morning nothing 
was in mens mouths bur this buſineſſe: the ſorrow was gc- 
nerall,cach man heaping vp confuſed conieQures,butnone 
eould hit vpon the right : from him{elſe nothing was to be 
gotten, for his wounds had made him yer ſenſlefſe, which 
(as we cunningly learnt ) were divers and dangerous; two 
eſpecially, one that was thorow the right ſide of kis bodie, 
and the other in his threte , accompanicd with aterrible 
gaſh ouer the face. 

My father vſcd extraordinary diligence to finde out the 
authors, and fo to puniſh them, bur Redrige's man decla- 
ring the place, diſguizc, and diſpoſition of the actors, hee 
was wary in his proceeding , as gheſling the buſineſle ro 
haue bin premeditated, and the defamed honour of ſome 

rſon of cquall merits intereſted inthe fame. Whilſt this 

linefle was thus in the heate, by Fermends's aduice, in the 
night time, we came not into my Clare's fireet ; and if in 
the day time,for my comfort I defired but to paſſe that 
way, twas like C«pachimes,our eyes fixt on the carthzchough 
now and then loue ouercame my feare , and would force 
me ſometimes to looke vp for a fight of my Sunnes com- 
fort from her Eafterne window. 

Within ſome twenty dayes Redrigo being vpon the men- 
ding hand, gaue way to his friends to viſit him : Fernando 
and my ſclte (by good prouidence) beeing not the laſt,nor 
whichleaſt frequented his Lodging: and one time amongſt 
others, finding him alone, wee carneſily requeſted himto 
make knowne to vs the cauſe of that vnluckie accident; and 

| this aſwell to bee allured of C/ra's loyaltic, as allo to dil- 
| D 4 ſemble 
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ſemble the matter. Bur Kearigo in a manner refuſing, yer 
ſceing my carneſinef= and my friends deſire, atlaſt he be- 
gan: Though it gricue me to the ſoule to renue the occa- 
ſlonand moniue of my wounds, yet relying on your ſecre- 
cie, I will make it knowne vnto you. It is now fully fixe 
moneths, that haue beene a true frequenter of Srgunds 
Oftautio's (ireer,and a Suiter to his Neece G /are at his houſe; 
who,in reſpeR of her rarc beauty, ſuppoſe,is nut vnknown 
tocitherof you: in all which time,l have vicd many ſeue- 
rall diligences to make knowne my aftcAion to her, which 
though Ge mighteafily haue read in my eycs,that haue cx- 
preſled my inward paſſion, (beſides the ſhewes and rtri- 
umphes which I haue publikely for her ſake ſer forth)yer my 
paines haue beeneall bootlefſe, neither had I euer fo much 
as a looke from thoſe faire eyes for a recompence, Who 
but a Prodigic of nature could haue negleQed thoſe lively 
and feruent demonſtrations of mine > Who but ſhe, blind 
tothcteares that I hauc ſhed, and deafe to my parching 
{ighes, vvhich for her cruelty I have {catrered to the vvind? 
To bee briefe, all my hopes haue produc't no other fruit, 
then vyhat you now behold in me: for hauivg aſlayed by 
diuers meanes, particularly by the follicitation of a maid of 
hers,to cfte& my defire, I wrote vnto her by that partic, 
Lines, vvhich had you ſcene , might hauc deferued ſome 
compaſſion, cuen from a breſt of Adamant, This Reds t29 
{o fcelingly vttered, as might haue cauſed piric in any lefle 
intereſied then my ſelfe in the buſineſſe: and foto a diftc- 
rent intent, I inter:upted him, ſaying; And recciued you 
Sit, any an{wer 2 if you did, methiokes your ſuite ſhould 
not haue bcene ſo deſperate. Marry did 1, quoth he, and 
ſuch an one as my ſeruices did merir, Ar this I quite loſt 
footing, my iudgement was cleane rent oft the hindges, 
ſuppoling Clara now prooucd falle to me ; but Rogr ego did 
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ſoone ridde me of that doubt and icaloutic, ſaying ; Theſe 
wounds,whoſle skarres you ſee, were my anſwere, aid that 
which cuer I expeacd: forthe Meſſenger I imploide , ha- 
ving told mee 1 ſhould repaire ſome certaine daycs ater, 
for the reſolution of my bufinefſe to one of Segando's win- 
dowes (as my vnfortunate Starres would haue it ) going at 
the appointed time, 1 found two men at a corner of the 
ſireer, mutfled, whom I could nor by any meanes 1 vicd 
force from the place, till ferching a compaſle backe vpon 
them,l came {o neere,that doubtleſle they knew me,for in- 
ftantly they ſet vpon me,and gaue me theſe hackes,and had 
cerrainely ſooner pur their buſinefle in execution, if they 
had ſooner knowne me, for it muſineeds bee, that they 
lay purpoſely in waite for me. By their valour (though ir 
were darke,and they diſguiſed) I gheſſed themto bee per- 
ſons ofquality,Since my hurts,l came tonotice of my Let- 
ters hard viage,and how Clare threatned the Maid that des 
liuered itzwherby I ſuppoſe,that Segundo Otauio hauing no+ 
tice of what paſſed,cauſed ſomeof his kindred to watch me. 
But heauen hath been pleaſed to free me from their murde- 
rous intent,and ere longT hopeto be abroad, & not to want 
the help of friends that may returne themthe like, 

Gentle Sir, ſaid Fernando, 'tis no fir circumſtance you 
haue declared,to confirme your raſh determination ; for 
Segunds Oftanio (beſides his pacitique goodneſſe) is dif- 
creet(as we all know: ) and put caſe Clara ſhould informe, 
or he belecue his Neece, hee is not a manto bee moucd (o 
flightly,to the execution of ſuch bloudy rigour; beſides , 
neither he , nor any one vvould preſume that you vvou!d 
make court to any Pledge of his , otherwiſe, then to make 
her a Wife: & therfore giue no credit toa raſh opinion,or 
ill grounded ſuſpition.I am at ſuch a paſſe (quorh the ficke 
yvounded Gentleman) that though I haue had theſe, and 

othicr. 
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| other conliderations Lam not to bee blamed,it I thinke or 
4 ſpcake what you haue heard. jIn fine if vvhat I haue told 
q1 you,touching Segands, ſhould be otherwiſe ; it muſt bee, 
that cither this Dame , or her kin{-woman had their Gal. 
: lants vvhom it concerned, to turne mee out of the ſtreet; 
and it ſhall goe hard, (if Heauen fauour me) but one day I 
' may meete vvith them. Ah (thoughtI to my ſelfe) 'rwas a 
4 vviſe fellow therefore, that ſaid; Better kill an enemy , thew 
| $i let bim line with a wrong : and hadI (as lay in my power) 
i done fo, I had neuer (triend Leriamo) ſeene my ſelfe in this 
(4/7 lamentable vvrerched plight,in which your charitable pre- 
Nt. ſence found me. And before we left Rodrigo, he thinking his 
owne diſtaſtes were irkeſome to vs, delired to giue vs a 
pleaſing farewell in this following Sonnet, vvhich hee had 
made toexpreſſethe rigour of his danger. 


If, of a wretched ſtate and all forlorne, 
That be the wretched' ft; not at all to be : 
; (S mmce in condemned Priſ ners,we may ſee, 
þ Though they muſt die, they] 4 not net hae beene borne. 
: Then, (by oblinion)ts be lowly torne, 
4 Or wvext with abſence in extremitie, 
4 Or plags d with rage of reſtleſie iealouſie, , 
4 Theſe nething are to not —_— (4 ſcorne:) 
We that's forgotten, yet, a being had 


— 


= 


1 He that is abſent gnay returne againe, 
| (41Þ| He that is iealous ynay finde conſtancie. 
Wt | But ftill to follow (hadewes,loue gn vain : 
Ki | S$til/to be bopeleſie (worſe then to be mad) 
#1 That newer was, is,or, ſhall happy be. 


whenat length,taking leauc of Kedrige,my deare friend and 


I marched to my Miſtreſles ſircete 3 debating by the 


| l way, 


| 
| Intheſe Diſcourſes we paſt a great part of the aftemoon, 
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way, of the miſchicte our enemie might doe vs, in the curi- 
ouſnefle of his renenge, if happely time did not alter his 
minde. For this caulc theretore,faid Ferwawde, it vvere fit 
talked vvith Clare, and contriued ſome better courſe 
* forthepriuacic of your ſecret meetings. 'This,(ſaid I) and 

my not knowing vvhether the paſt skirmiſh haue cauſed a- 
ny alteration in Segando Oftauro's houſe, makes mee melan- 
cholly, and vnſauoury to my felfe ; this night therefore 
without doubt muſt Lbe reſolued. 

'Twere well(faid he)your defire could take effe& though, 
for Clarato come tothe window, vvithout any aduertiſc- 
ment, I holdit very difficulr. Let vs but goe thither (quorh 
I) and my defire alone may bring her, that 
which falsnot out to day, may to morrow happen herrer. 

Withontthinking on our way, and bufic in diſcourſe , 
weevvere (cre aware) got into my Miſtreſſes ftreete, 
when my ſelfe /not thinking to be ſo happic) lifting vp my 
eycs toward the window, might ſee my Miſtris leaning on - 
the grate as ſad and penſatiue as I vvas vponthe way : (he 
beckened me with her hand to ſtay ; wherefore moſi ioy- 
fully obeying, Fernando andlI food talking, and making as 
if we looked another way, till Cars returning to the vvin- 
dow, brought a paper in her hand,and looking to ſee if the 
fireer were cleere of Spics,caſt it downe;when taking ic vp, 
and withall a ſhort leauc,we got vs two or three ſtreets off, 
where opening the Ticker, I mightreade theſe Contents. 

I know not (deare lowed Sir ) what excuſe you can make, 
for ſo long forgetſulneſſe 3 neither can 1 attaine to the cauſe, 
that your moſt firme and true Slane hath ginen you, wor- 
thy ſuch rigour, ſo great crmeltiec. "Tis now twenty dayes 
fence I lait ſaw you, and two thouſand yeeres. that my ſoule 
longs for you. May I deſerue this night to ſee you, and know 


from your onne lips, what mortall diflaſte keepes you fremme., 
SCant- 
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Scantneſle of time (quoth Fernandes) hath made her for- 
get to firme her name : to which (ſaid I.) Thinkes my beſt 
fri:nd, that theſe lines haue nor fuell ſufficientto adde to 
the flame chat conſumes me 2? 1 am all ſadnefle, trill I ſatisfie 
her tor my ſlackneſſe. 1 vvonder (replide hee) that C lars 

| ſhould be ignorant,how important our abſence is, though 
x louc be painted blinde, and a very child,runnes thorow all 
| hazzards, cuen to caſt his followers headlong. 
| f By this time it grewto be night, and Moone-ſhine ; fo 
| (8 by the accuſtomed time,we went toward the ſtreet , where 
0 we found = Miſtris in expeQation ; and looking about 


vs, toſce ifall were ſure, with my friends vſuall helpe, I | 
mounted, and taking my afflited Miſtris in mine Armes, | 
| F ſoone ſatisfide her vniuſt complaints ; telling her withall, 
| ? how impoſlible it was, to auoid the late encounter. Shee 
| . gaue meto vnderſtand how much that buſinefſe had ſcan- 2 
| j daliz'd her friends, and how vehemEnt Segwnds's ſuſpition l 
| 4 was,that the cauſe of Redrigo's vwounds lived in his houſe, +2 
io and other matters to this purpoſe that much troubled me : a 
| | though deſperate loue that bereauedme of my vnderſtan- c 
ding faculties, made me ſetflightly by all accidents, and © 
determined till to goe on in my loue, tooke leaue for the a 
1 po willing herthence-forward(to excuſe ſuch another in 
| 4 ickering )that though ſhe chanced to ſee any body vnder ye 
| | her window, ſhe ſhould neither call , nor make figne , till th 
1131 ſhe percciuedthe pulling out ofa Handkerchicfe \ ſo find- ex 
| i} ng Fernandes, who ſtayed for mc, we returned to our ſeuc- lik 
| rail homes, to 
Wi In this manner, I repaired many nights afterto my Mi- in 
| Nireſſes ſhelter : bur variable fortune, that began ro ſhew her M 
| vitiall condition, holding it high time to caſt me from the thi 
118! Thronewhitherg:o make my fall the greater,ſhe had raiſed to 
11! me, would not that my delights ſhould avy longer proceed my 
Wal in 
il 
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in the ſame calmeneſſe,that hitherto, and therefore bred hk 
curious itching in the imagination of ſome neighbour, 
who, buſied with thinking ot the paſt conflict, his ſuperflu- 
ous diligence gaue him an open view of mynight-walke, 
and frequententrance, which ſoone after,began to be com- 
mon talke in every mans mouth; howſoeuer, I preſumed 
vpon the ſecret : and one time amongſt others,being care- 
lefſe enough ofany ſuch matter,my good friend,taking me 
by the hand, told me how neceſſarie it was,to endeuour by 
aſl ſible meanes,that the proſecution of our loues might 
be by lome more hidden place; or, if this could not bee, 
that I ſhould reſolutely ſuffer; or alrogether retire my ſelte 
from Clars's friendſhip : for inthe comrary, he fore-ſaw a 
Tragicall event. 4 
I much wondred,and was not alittle angry at the ſpeech: 
and fo requeſted him to tell me plainely the cauſe that mo. 
ved him to this harſh«ounſell, to forget her , without 
. whomitwas impoſſible for me to breathe a minut longer : 
and ſpeaking this ſomewhat paſſionately : Ferwando per- 
cciuing my ſudden alteration,with his accuſtomed diſcreti- 
on thus ſtayed me: Friend Gerardo; If my trucaffeion , 
and that you are perſwaded of it , did not fully creditmy 
intention, I would not ſo (rudely as you may thinke)diuert 
you from the dangerous courſe you hold; nor give you 
thoſe particular motiues I haue for doing ſo. If your loue, 
egreſle, time,place, and each circumſtance were not pub» 
like, I ſhould not aduiſc you againſt what were juſt & due 
to your Miſtreſles faith. Yourlinh indeed(that you goe 
in & out at Clara's Chamber) are every where notorious : 
Many haue told me ſo much,(though I fained to know no- 
thing z) weare both forewarned, you are wiſe : thinke this 
tobe a happy lot: and chiefly, my Gerard, | belecue that 
my care is onely of your ſafety: for, for mine owne parr, 
it 
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if your minde bee to procced, I mult not leave you till 
death, So heended, lcauing me in the confuſion you may 
wel imagine. Doubt of my friend I had none,no more had 
L any anfwer. I heard how reaſonably he ſpoke, and percei. 
ued how fit it wasI ſhould follow reaſon : on the other 
ſide,her affection was fo rooted in me ,*that butto thinke 
time might (as a thing mortall and periſhable ) conſume 
it, ſtrooke me intoan Extaſis of extremities. It was (mee 
thought)impolsible to leauc her ; nay, the leaſt thought of 
her : ſo with a deepe figh,ſprung from my ſecrer ſoule, I 
thus anſwered, My heart ( bet triend) hath not felt a blow 
of more wounding paine,then your reaſons haue giuen it; 
beſides, the deſpaire of remedy, hath brought meeto that 
wofull paſſe Iknow not what to ſay. 1 ſec a miſerable and 
aduerſe ruine threatens my affaires, nor findeI ſo much as 
a Prop, to ftay vp my weake frame. I ſee I runne headlong, 
that my thoughts, my diſcourſes, are all to pieces, and my 
clecre Iudgement, formerly guided by reaſon , now faint 
and feeble without a Superiour power : though I know this 
to be moſt true, yetknow I not how to follow what you 
aduize, 

Well, this night will I ſee whether Cl can light vpon 
any better ſally Be our buſineſle, and accordingly muſt we 
ſhape our courſe, Wirh this reſolution ( day paſsing on ) 
Fernando tooke leaue till the prefixed time , by when wee 
came better prouided ,- then formerly ro my Miſtreſles 
ſireer. 

The night was as clecre and calme as _ bez lo deafe 
and huſht,as bred in me a moſt ſecure confidence, Euecry 
thing (me thought) fadged to the meaſure of my defire,as 


bauing never found lefle lets, fewer inconueniences : for: 


where misfortune mult come, till (he be euen at hand, all is 
broad high-way, and dclightſome paſſage, Clare Nayed 
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longer then ſhe was vicd to doe; infomuch that I was once 
about ro haue turned back ; but the Dice were caſt, and I 
muſt ſtand to my vnluckie chance. So atlaſt ſhe appeares, 
and (the Signall giuen(vp I got; and being with her, with- 
out ſcruple gaue my ſelfe ra her embraces, & thoſe Armes 
whoſe cloſe culling made mee mad with ioy. Yer I hauc 
ſince thought with my {clfe how diſquicted and troubled I 
found her when (hc would fpeake to mee ; for ſhe would 
breake off abruptly in the midlt of her diſcourſe : Or when 
I asked her a queſtion, ſhee would anſwwere quite from the 
rpoſe, Yer blinded with my roo true affection, 1 per- 
cciuednot her deceirfull hugges , nor marked thoſe cun- 
ning accidents. Ac firſt ſhe defired mee to vndrefſe my 
ſclte; andthis,more carneſily then at other times, yea, with 
fuch importunitie, that any one, not mad like mce, had 
doubtlefle knowne her diuelliſh minde. A while(ſceing my 
vnwillingnes)ſhe left importuning,but plyed me againe,8& 
not long after deſired to rake of my ſtrong,ſure (which ſhe 
called troubleſome) Coate of Mailey for her caſe(forſooth) 
and though in theſc,and other ſtrange demands, fatisfde 
her, my breft could not harbour the leaſt ſuſpition,to think 
they were in my preiudice. VVhen I conſider this VVo- 
mans baſe intentio:n,ir makerh me ragelike a mad-man,and 
call on Heauen for vengeance, for my ill recompenced at- 
fefion. Bur aſſuredly (friend Ler7zno) ſhee will nor faile 
of a due reward, that hangs oucr her diſloyall treacherous 
head. 
To returne to my Story, not paſſing halfe an houte had 
I becnewith her whom I tooke to bee mygreateſt treaſure, 
ſurcſt reſuge:when with an vnlookr-for noiſe I might heare 
the doores fly oft the Hindges, and ready to fiart vp at the 
ſfudden accident (as thinking now what might be the mat- 
tcr ) it might well hauc gone ill with me: for C/ara oP 
imbia- 
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imbracing me, (I at length perceiuing her treacherie) be- 
fore I could vnfaſica my ſelfe from her , her Vakle, and 
moſt of his ſeruants , were vpon mee, with more Armes 
and noiſe, then were fit to endanger a tender Youth of 
cighteene : So, that perceiving the extreme danger I was 
in;and thinking to hauc laid hold vpon a Piſtol] at my gir- 
dle, I mightſee Cars bauc itin her hand ; wherefore kno. 
wing my ruine, and hearing her Vnkle cry , Kill him, Kill 
him : drawing my Sword , and _ the doore by 
which I was to paſſe, inſpight of all that withfiood mee, I 
leaped out of the window into the ſtreet, helped onely with 
the butt of a Halberd, that made me come ſooner to the 
ground, leauing my Hat, Cloke and Piſtoll as ſpoiles be- 
hind me. As ſooneas I got vpon my tegges » Ibade Fer- 
»4ando(who heard all that paſied) follow me; and in a trice 
Bird-like wee vaniſhed. 

I could not bragge of my eſcape, hauing layne in after- 
wards almoſt a moneths time of my hurts , with a cutin 
my Head, and athruſtinto the Groine , which growing 
as then cold and life ypon me, Fernando was forced to 
take me on his backe, and like another Ancl:ſes,conuey me 
to a Monaſtery of Dominican Fryers, where I was charitably 
xeceiued, and cured. Fernando at my requeſt (tor I feared 
to make him acceſlarie) went hometo his lodging. 

When this misfortune hapned,' my Fathers trienniall 
Gouernment was expired, and hee ſummoned to giuc ac- 
count of his behauijour to a ſeuere Iudge , appointed (as 
the manner is) by the ſupreme Counſell, This paity cau- 
ſed much ſcarch to be made, for the finding me out : and 
after many diligences vſed ,there wanted not a Spy to in- 
forme him of the truth ; ſo thatnotwithſtar:ding the breach 
of Sacred priviledge , and the proteſtations the Fryers 
made againſt him, he cauſed me to befetchtin, and ina 
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cloſe Chaire, conueyed to aſtrong hold, where with ſuth- 
cientguard helcftme Priſoner. My louing Father much 
reſenting this aftrone (though ſetting a good face on the 
matter) procured by aggravations, cenlures, and excom- 
munication, that I might bereſtoredagain to the Church, 
againſt which, much was alledged ; and what in proofes 
and ſcucrall orders, I endured a tedious impriſonment. 

Allthis while I could not light vpon the true cauſe, that 
ſo ſeduced C ara againſt me,whole declaration firmed vn- 
der her owne hand, was ſhewed me by my Brother Leoncts 
to my greater confuſion; in which, ſhee not onely accuſed 
me, but pretended alſo a Rape z and that ( becauſe ſhee 
ſought to defend her ſelfc) had violently fera Dagger to 
herbreſl; for feare of which { promiſe of marriage prece- 
ding on my part) ſhee was content to condiſcend to my 
pleaſure; (a thing ſo contrary as you hauec heard,and Hea- 
uen can witneſle trom the truth.) To this was added the 
breachof the houſe,and other circumfiances, that left my 
bulineſſe . ſa foule rermes, that had notthe holy 
Sanftuarie beenc interpoſed,my life bad been dangeroully 
hazzarded. 

The _—_— of that rauenous Viper, was moſt fear- 
fully cruell, intended onely to glut her felfe with my 
bloud. The Paperl had in mine owne hand, and though 
I knew it to bee hers, I could ſcarce giue credit to mine 
eyes, as thinking they wantcd their viſible facultic, I vyas 
aftoniſht, amazed,my Iudgement vrterly loſt, andin this 
moode requeſted thoſe that vvere in my company to 
leaue me; and caſting my ſelfe on my Bed, the moſt part 
of that day 1 = in pittifull lamentation , growing vvith 
my gricfeſo deſperate, that had I notſtcod in awe of a 
more eternall puniſhment, I ſhould haue made quicke rid- 
dance of this fraile mortal! = At length conſidering I 

was 
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was a Chriſtian, and how vnworthy the was of this my re- 
ſentment, I determined for cucrto blot her abhorred re- 
membranceoutof my thoughts, as you may well perceiue 
in the inſuing Sonnet, 


Babel end Syren in thy tongue and tone, 4+ 
Chymezra each manſtrous cif 'rent part ; 
Hyena, Crocodile, i# vice gn mone; 
Sphinx: thy crael{ aud ambiguous Art. 

Thou C aut and Circes,Hearbe to wound the heart, 
Heſt Diomed quiet (1illtrod por 
Serpent wnſcen in flow'rs we feele thy _ 
Farre Spring to ſee to, that turn'ft flickes to ſtone ; 

Now 1 thy deuble-dea/ing pluinely'ſce, 
Aud like Viylles, fixe ewreaſons Tree. 


Some two moneths after my impriſonment, my father 
ynderſtanding the change of my afteRion,leauing my buſi- 
nefle ypon indifferent termes,and my Brother Leoxero with 
me, with his ſeruants and the reſt of his Family went back 
to Madrid, 

My ftormes & ſhipwracke ceaſed not heere, rather from 
this inſtant took new beginning:for within a while after my 
Father came tothe Courr,it pleaſed Heauen to take him to 
mercy,bereauing me of my greateſt worldly felicitic. As 
ſoone aznewes was brought vs, my Brother ſtraight rooke 
Poſt. And though now in Talbers wee bad many friends, 
whomas wel my Father,as Leoncio and my fclfe had purcha- 
ſed: yetT ſoone felt and vewailed his abſence z for when 
he was gone, Kedrigo declared himſclte my open enemic, 
and my Brother and me for Authors of his wounds. There 
wanted not ſome friends of mine , that mightily oppoſed 
him,and he thatneuer failed me,was the good rough - 
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whoſe diſcreet conuerſarion I found comfort in midſt of 
my extremities it was notthe leaſtthar aſflited me, thar 
Clars ſhould againe put me in minde ofher, by vvriting a 
Letter full of deceittull excuſes, & reafons wanting all foun- 
dation. Shee would haue indeed qualified her proccedivg, 
and the manner of her confelſsion. For the firſt,that ſhe was 
betrayde by her kindred,who perfwaded her,that,to be the 
onely way to ſoulder her loſt honour, and to make mee her 
Hushand which I had promiſed her,as ſhe (though falſcly) 
affirmed. For the latter,ſhe was enforcſt for feare of death, 
if ſhe did not ſomething to mitigate ber paſt fault, by con- 
feſling in that manner againſt me, Yerthe circumſtances of 
my wounds, & her diſpoſing them, on one ſide diſ-arming 
me,on the other with new extremes ſecuring me,the better 
to betray me into her friends clutches; theſe ſhe could nei- 
ther ſalue,nor free her ſelfe from a vehement ſuſpition; that, 
either frighted,or convinced by her friends,ſhe conſented 
with them to my death , and the revenge ofher amorous 
wrong ; whick failing in the effe,accommodating them- 
ſelues to the time,they were forced to direRher in the way 
of my impriſonmene: And though as yer this my ſuſpition 
may ſeemeſlight,by what followes you ſhall bee ſatisfide ; 
ſmce Clars in herafter ations net onely confirmed it, bur 
aue further teſlimonies of her incontinency : for had ſhee 
loyall,nothing could haue made her fecke my deftru- 
tion; and were this pardonab)e,her libidinous leuity,how 
can that free her from blame ?1I will not (Noble friend) an- 
ticipate my griefes, with thoſe wofull Lawes,you ſhal heare 
in my Relation ; and therefore haue patience, till cach cir- 


cumſtance come in it's you ranke and place : Let (mce 


_ tell you,that her Letter ſo lirred my offended breſt, 
that hurried on with ſuch a violent choler, I ſenther aper- 
perual abhiorring anſwer on the back ſide of it.as followeth. 
E 2 Baſe 
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Baſe Pandora ! thy cur ſt minde 

| 1s mor loftte, nor unkinde, 

" Nor wil I a frowne allow 

Once, wnto thy falſer brow: 

v0 Theſe were termes might wel appeare 

| Where true leae guft dcaling were, 
(Language for the chaſter fit) 

Such as you deſerme not it. 

wootaiſh woman farewell: Place 

where 1 firſt ber falſe embrace 

Felt, farewell : Awake then, Fame, 

Lowaly my afſrout proclarme: 

What though her laſcintous Fire, 

Kindled once my raſh deſire , 
And bereau'd my ſoule? Alas! 

I like Flaxe or Paper was, 

Or Bay-leanes that ſindged were: 
Tet, their Viiters wreath I beare : 
Once, (Adonis-lize) mize eyes, 
Luſtfull Venus, were thy price: 
And, as (be, the bludieſſe youth, 
Keadder flow'rs beheld in ruth. 

So thon 101d ſt when as each vaine 
Flow d from me and earth did flaine. 
But at length in ſafety, 1 <y 
Sni/ter thee then Daphne fi: 
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, Tknow,fuch an enemie might deferue the bittereſt ſare- 
vvell that could be,at leaſt what I wrote, was enough to de- 
terre her from proſecution, or perſecuting vvith her vexing 
Lines. Not long after , my brother Leoncro ſeving how 
ſlowly my affaires vvent on, determined at laſt to put in ex- 

<cution, vyhat be had long before purpoſed , but for dif- 
quietung 
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quierting my mother : and ſo having beforchand given mee 
notice, vpon Twelfc-dayes Eue, he came vvith a couple of 
horſes to the Caſtle gate, and leauing a ruſtic {cruant to 
tend them, came vp ſtaires, vvhere I was _ : and 
having ſeenc him, nothing flacke to fetch a {word lecretly 
hidden in my chamber; and ſo among(! the Keepers wee 
yvent, from whom vve ſoone freed our ſelues; for they vn- 
willing to hazard where the profit was ſmall, and the dan- 
ger great, calling out for helpe onelyin the Kings name, 
ranne haſtily into the ſtreet: So (caping into our Saddles,we 
ſoonelett che Citic behind vs, onely I got my man vp be- 
hind me:at what time the Towne was euen now comming 
to the Keepers ayde vpon vs. That night, by the vvay to- 
ward Toledo, betore morning vvee got to a Village called 
Ocea, where my brother had the greateſt part of his Lands 
and inhericance, There, more ſecurely, and free from the 
dclayes ofa lingring ſuite, ſome perſons of qualitic media- 
ting, we began to take the ſpeedieſt courſe ro end my buſi- 
neſle; and being in ſome likelihood of agreement, the ſud- 
den death of Captaine Eſcobar, Clars's father, marred al], 
our treaties and conditions for thetime (as then) breaking 
off, Some moneth after this. I vnderſtood by a Lerner from 
my loyall Fernando, how Clara ene night had ſiolne out of 
Segundo's houſe, to the 01d Gentlemans great ſorrow, and 
whole Cities ſcandall ; and the more, vvherr (all diligence 
vicd) there could be notidings had of her. Touching this 
vnexpeRecd accident, my triend vvrote mee divers aducr- 
tiſements,vvhich bred no ſmall trouble ro me,muſing what 
violent fancie might mooue her to ſucha levitic and mad- 
neſle : neither vvas I perteQly my ſelfe , ſuppoſing , that 
vvhen Ileaſt ſuſpeted, I ſhould ſeeher enter my Lodging: 
{othat fearing ſich an accident, vvithin two dayes after, I 
zclolued ona iourncy to the Citic of Yalado!zd; whither 
+ es {ome 
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ſome yeeres before, the Court vvas remooucd , from the 
ancient ſcat, my loued Countrey, The aforcfaid doubt 
clapt quicke ſpurres to my deſire, vvhich made mee leaue 
Ocea, taking a faithfull ſeruant Senabriz vvith mee, vvhom I 
much affeted. I omit ſome tll-boding ſhgnes that that day 
happened to mee : and thoughlT vvere ncuer that vvay ſu- 
perſtirious, yet had I obſerued, that vvhen being out of the 
rowne in a plaine field, my hovſe ſtumbled and threw mee, 
I hadneuer falne into the crucll and trecherous hands of 
mine enemics. But returning to my journey, about Sun» 
fer we trampled on the fiery flints of the ancient Manta, 
lcauing behind vs, on the fertile bankes of golden Tagw, 
and hidden Xarems, that rare celeſtiall Aranjuez, viewing 
by thoſe famousand Chriftall ſtreames, the dry and withe- 
cd flowers, how as well they, as the other , accompanied 
the ſwift and celebrated Og vvho in his low fluer 
margent, ſirewed in his patched Prexer, Trifel, Innzper, and 
Verxine, the teares hee had diſtilled for the abſence of his 
great Maſter: Thevery ſnowie cragges,and ſtaring moun- 
taine Guadarram teating it ſelfe ; for cuen rockes and in» 
ſenſible creatures,vvith their mourning made knowne their 
ſorrow for ſo vndeſerued a change. And to deale truly,m 
eyes accompanied the ſad ſtreames with teares: which ef- 
fe& was increaſt, by ſeeing the defart fireeres, vafurniſhe 
Market-places, doores turn'd to mud-walles , houſes difin- 
habited, Barres broken, and Bay-windowes dammed vp, 
all copſic-turuic, all euen a Chaos of frightfull confuſion; 
mourning, farewels, fighing and grieuing : ſo thatI ſtood 
vpon thornes till I was gotten from my ruined Troy : And 
having ſeene my mother and home,the next day by Sunne+ 
riſing, I turned my backe tothe Village, travelling on faire 
and ſoftly, accompanied with a world of people , that left 
the motherleſle forſaken Court ; for ſo in miſery, mens 
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owne children, cuen their owne fleſh leaue them. 
No ſooner was I our of the intangling Grove of the 
Kings royall Houſe called De/Campo, when one of a reaio- 
nable handſomneſle ouerrooke mee, riding vpon a wel-pa- 
ced, fleabitten horſe; who ſaluting vs, asked mee, if I rra- 
uelled toward Yallads4d; and telling him, I did: expreſſing 
ſome ſignes of gladnefle, ke told me he went the ſame way; 
and that (if fo I pleaſed) would bee glad of my company. 1 
that deſired nothing more, (for hee ſeemed a good fellow 
by his faſhion) with no leſſe counteſic returned my accep- 
tance,and weagreed. That day we dined at a little Vil- 
lage; where finding houſe-roome and Viuals ſcarce, after 
we hada little reficd, (fearing to light vponno beter con- 
ueniencie for lodging at night) Lcommanded Senabris to 
make haſte before to the Hillrowne , and take vp lodging 
early for vs and my companion that counſclled him to 
this, haſtening him forward, obteined his defite : fo wee 
two remaining alone inthe coole of the cucning, then took 
horſe & went on our way: and amongſt other diſcourſe, my 
companion demanded accidentally (as it were) of me ,if [ 
had cuer trauclled that way before. 1 anſwered, not; nor 
dreaming of the plot prepared for mee; which fell out pat 
for him, as to mee ma It grew to bee towards 
' night, when my guide leading onina blind path , I ſuppo- 
we were out of the rode-way, told him ſo much : his 
anſwer was, that this was a ſhorter cut to the Towne whi- 
ther we were to goe; with vvhich way, out of long cxperi- 
ence, and often journcying, hee was vvell acquainted. Be- 
hind me I might heare ſome trampling of horſes; and ther- 
fore thought what he affirmed vvas true , and fo belceued 

it, This fooliſh confidence made mee vvholly loſe that 
ayme, which one encompaſſcd with fo late troubleſome af- 
faires might hauc had : for in ſtead of that warineſſe with 
Lo 4 - waich 
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vvhich I vicd to be fore-armed , not conſidering now with 
vvhat vigilancie mine enemies might come vpon me,l ran 
: wy lelte into a thicket with one I knew nor, and in a Coun- 
| trey I was vnacquainted with, But my misfortune was di- 
[| reed by a ſuperiour power, and it was not poſſible for me 
\þ ro auoid it. Let mee tell you, Signior Ler:ane, wee had 
8 ſcarce travelled a ſhort league in the narrow path, when 
| three on horſebacke ouertooke vs; which, to my ſeeming, 
were the ſame that a good while tollowed vs behind. My 
companion went ſomewhat aloote , fo thatI remained in 
midſt of rhe foure , encompaſſed on both ſides with the 
cloſe darke Mountaine : and thus we went filently on, till 
night came on vs; and when | lcaſt thought of the future 
ſucceſle, I might hearc my ſelfe called by my name > and 
certainely (were it not ridiculous to thinke fo) I ſhould 
ſiveare, it wasthe very voyce ofClars I heard; and with the 
ſudden alteration this apprehenſion begat in me, about to 
wrne my horſe,my trecherous companion turned his v 
me more nimbly, and before I was aware , ſtrucke fiercely 
at me: the blow (doubcleſſe) ſaucd my life; for cutting my 
horſes raines, when I looked about, I had nothifig lett ro 
guide him with , ſothe other three had leyſure to faſten 
jome wounds vpon me : yet ſtanding with my ſword to my 
defence, as well as I was able, one of the three (whom by 
the falling offof tis Vizard, I knew to be Rearigo) diſchar- 
gcd a Piſtoll; but Heauen was pleaſcdrto keepe the buller 
from me; which (Ifuppoſe ) wounded my horſe : for the 
beaſt atthe very inſtant, (1 vnable for want of a Bridle to 
zalc him)like a whirl-wind ruſht into thoſe brakes and thic- 
kets; and (though they followed) ranne fo faſt , that 'twas 
impoſſible to overtake him :or happely they imagined-his 
owner was deadly wounded; for 1 my {clfe roo thought fo, 
perceiuing my ſpirits faile me, and my extreme fainding, 
' wit 
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with which (I remember ) I fell from my hoiſe , and fo re- 
mained ll fuch time as 1 found my felfe in your company: 
and that which makes mee moſt wonder, is, your finding 
meſo farre from the Mountaine, in the mid-way to this ci- 
tic, on ſucha kindof Cariageas you deſcribed : whereby 
I gheſle, that ſome or other before your arrivall , beganto 
do-methat charitable office, though to be left in ſuch ma- 
ner , quite paſſerh my intelligence ; onely aſſured Iam of 
your moſt afteQionare care, for which 1 owe the ſeruice of 
my vatortunace life, as reſtored by your ſelfe (next heauen) 
to your vahappy ſeruant, Here Gerardo cnded his dolctull 
relation, whom LZer:axe re-embrac't, and condoling with 
him his hard ſuccefle; teares ſtanding in his eyes, hee thus 
cuts himoff: No more ceremonies betwixt vs,deare Sir, 
your miſhaps make me as compaſſionate , as deſirous 
to helpe you (as I haue promiſed) in your revenge. Cer- 
taine L am (quoth he) that be it neuer ſo bitter on the trai- 
tour Redrigo, none will condemne mee , time onely muſt 
produce the euent; for as yer, I thinke it beſtto diſſcrable 
wrongs. 
"H- long diſcourſe had made ittime for his friend 
and himto ſuppez which ended,and they paſſing the reſt of 
the night in lleepe, aſloone asit was day, their Oaſt awa- 
ked them, wiſhing them to get vp, if they pleaſedto ſee the 
exccution of three famous priſoners in the Citie: which 
when Leriano heard, hee demanded whattheir crime was, 


- bur the Oalt could giue them no certaine knowledge; on- 


ly he ſaid, the common report was, that for a ſtrange rob- 
bery they had committed : vvhercupon the rwocalling a 
ſcruamt fortheir Clothes, and mine Oafi ſeeing their care 
toriſe, told them they need not make ſo much haſte, tor 
that they were to roll by his doore, and hee would giue 
them notice: not long after they mightſce an infigit _ 
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ber, and ſome religious perſons, paſle by the window; and 
amongſt them, the wretched delinquents ; behinde them 
follewed a reaſonable handſome Youth wellclad, making 
moſt excreme moane : and the two Gentlemen looking 
ſomewhat wiſtly on him, he vvas preſently knowne to Ge. 
rarde: for you muſtknow,that this vvas the loued Semabria, 
vvhom (if you remember) the afternoone before his mis- 
fortune, he ſent before totake vp lodging; vvhich when he 
had done, and ſeeing his Maſter came nor, neither imagi- 
ning vyhat might cauſe his ſo long ſtay, preſaging ſome 
diſaſirous accident, before day-breake, hee returned backe 
the vvay he came; asking as many as he met withall,for his 
loſi Maſter. As fortune vvould, at length a poore ſhep- 
herd croſſed the ſame way that Senabris came ; vvho hea- 
ring his demand,to his no ſmall admiration, told him,that 
not paſſing an houre before, he ſaw certaine men dragged 
out of the Mountaine, and carried by a troupe of Keepers 
and Country fellowes, with theirarmes bound ( as priſo- 
ners) toa Village ſome two leagues from that place; and 
the reaſon (as hee heard) was, that in the thicket they had 
killed a Gentleman for his Mony ; who (it ſeemed) had @- 
uer-night loſthis way on horſebacke : which vvhen the af- 
fitted Yourh eod.crying our like one diftrafted, & 
belecuing'twas his Maſter they had flaine, without more 
enquiry ofthe ſhepherd, he ſpurred his horſe what vyay he 
with his hand direQted him. Thefcliow that thus informed 
Senabria,was not miſtaken , if you call to mind the three 
compaſſionate ſhepherds, that in the _— of this 
Diſcourſe, vve left ruſhing into the thicket , followed b 
thoſe rude and fauage Mountainiers : they could not fo 
nimbly eſcape,but that before day-breake, being ſhrewd- 
ly baited) in ſpite of their teerhs, they were by their perſe- 
cuters taken; and ſome of theſe barbarous people that 
were 
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were ſcattered to and froin queſt ot them, lighted on the 
horſe, which the night before had frighted the poore pri- 
ſoners, and others returning to the ſelte-ſame place, where 
Gerardo fell, ſecing the ground and green grafle enamelled 
with freſh blood,could nor but be troubled at the novelty : 
and defirous to know more, prying about the neere trees, 
they found a laced Cloke,and taireembroidered Hat,with 
a naked hackt ſword ; at which their wonder increaſing, 
vvithout farther ſearch, they ranne to the reſt of their com- 
pany, who by this time with much ado, had ſcized vpon 
the poore horſe; which they might cafily doe, by reaſon of 
the Piſtoll-Chot and wound that now grew fliffke vpon him: 
they alſo vvere amazed—to fee the ſpoyles that their copani- 
ons brought,& were now all of opinion,that their priſoners 
had robbed & (laine the owner of them for his goods; and 
though the poore innocent men with the truth would haue 
giuentheir diſcharge, 'tvvas but loſt labour to thoſe barba- 
rous y—_ though ſome vvere their kindred and al- 
lies, yet for feare of the Keepers , and the hainouſneſſe of 
theircrimes, they durſt nor ſerthem ar libertic : fo thar, 
deafe to all pittic, vvith cryes and outrage, they dragged 
them on, at what time the vvofull Senabriz, haſting as ipee- 
dily as his forrow would permit him, hearing the noyſe,and 
direQed by thoſe raſcals clamours , without the thicket 0+ 
vertooke, and _— them , asked the hindermoſt 
touching his charge; bur he ſiraight knew the ſwift horſe, 
that was now led by one of them , and with a gricuous 
ſcricke, bereaucd of his ſences, hefell rothe ground, inſo- 
much that ſome of them which vvere neereſt, going to 
helpe him, flew backe; ſeeing that, quickly raiſed, with his 
{word in hand, he ranne towards them, crying out toſhew 
bim the villaines that had ſlaine his Maſter. VWhezeupon 
the Keepers had no ſmall ado to pacific him; but ar laſt 
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with foure of thoſe fellowes that were kilfulleſt (hauing 
promiſed to reward them) he went backe to looke for him 
whom hee now accounted in another world : but vnable to 
finde the leaſt tracke of him, he tooke his way toward Se. 
gouia, where giuing notice to the Gouernour of the Citty, 
of what paſſed within his iuriſdition, and alſo making 
knowne who the murdered party was, without taking any 
reſt, hee travelled all that night, and the next day artiued 


atthe widdow Gerards's mothers houſe,who(as you heard) 


lined in Madrid, Heere was mourning indeed, true ſor- 
row, penetrating fighes, ſad groanes,trom the wofull Gen- 
tlewoman, whoſe heart cuen bled, while others cyes ran 
cares. 

With all ſpeed ſhee diſpatcht a Meſſenger to her .vali- 
ant ſonne Leoncio,who was ſtill at his Village of Ocea,where 
hee andall thereabouts with"new teares celebrated their 
ſorrow and the ſad newes : but the louing Brother, know- 
ing that ſuch tenderneſſe vvas not the vyay to his reuenge, 
vvith infinite ſpeed taking continual Poſtes,arriued at Sege- 
#14, where he was by Don Manuel de Oxanto, the Cities Go- 
uernour,more particularly informed of.the Tragicall ſuc- 
cefle, and alſo thatthe homicides (innocents indeed) were 
in faſt hold. LZzoncio now preſent, and ſtrong euidence 


brought in againſt R_ after they were put vpon- 


the Racke, and their courages failing, all three plainly con- 
felled as much as was required of them, and were legally 
condemned to ſuffer for the fat, and carrying t 
thorow the ſtreets to the place of execution,as their good 
lucke, or rather innocency vvould haue it, the vvounded 
Gerardo knowing his truſty Semabria,aſtonithe at his vncre- 
dible moane, cauſed a ſeruant with all haſte to call him 
vyhich vvhen the afflicted Youth heard, (for hee well knew 
G:rardo's tongue) hee caſt vp his eyes, and ſecing him in 
$ the 
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the window, ftood ſtocke fill, like one in an extaſic,ftirring 
neither hand nor foote. But comming quickly to him- 
{clfe, leauing bat and cloake in midftof the ircere, beeran 
and proftrated hiinſclte at Gerardo's feere, who was now 
gotten downeto the Inne dore, vvherean infinite compa. 
ny of people were flocked about them, that drawne thither 

the nouclry of Sexabris's extremes , drew neere to [ce 
what would bee the iſſue ot the matter. And is it poſlible 
({aid the faichfull ſeruant, crying out) that you are my be- 
loued Gerardo ? Is it true tharmy eyes behold you, m 
hands feele you, and carcs heare your loued veyce? O 
deare Maſter, and are you that dead hee, whoſe lofle bath 
beene ſo much deplored by your kindred, ſeruants and 
friends > Yet why doubt I, ſince theſe handstouch, and 
eyes not blinde really behold you? Heauen, that hath had 
compaſſion on misfortunes, hath diſcouered the tray- 
rrous villaines that vvould haue (laine you, allotting a juſt 
puniſhment vmto them, 

Theſe, and ſuch Phraſcs vſcd Senabria, moucd by extre- 
mity of joy, at the fight of his Maſter , who vvondring to 
heare vvhat hee ſaid, touching the Authors of his wounds, 
thinking they were appreheaded, retyring to his Chamber 
with the noble Anda/v/ian Gentleman, his friend; hee de- 
manded more particularly of him vvhat hee knew touch- 
ing the bulineſſc ? who declaring to bim all that hath been 
formerly related,knowing ia vvhat danger the poore inno- 
cent men vvere, vvith tearcs in his cycs, full of ſoft com- 
paſſion, having (as well as his vvounds vvould give him 
leaue) gotten on horſcbacke, and Zerieno likewiſe, they 
hafted out of the Inne, and galloping on , withth<ir goud 
ipeed faued the poore Shepheards lives, that were now at 
the Gallowes foote. 

When the Officers of Iuſtice ſaw this troope with ſcr- 
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uants and others that followed them, thinking they meant 
to have diſturbed the farall execution, crying out for 
helpe in the Kings name, they went to oppoſe them, wher- 
by no ſmall vproare aroſe in the Marker-place, and whole 
Citticz which comming tothe Gouernours care, he came, 
accompanied with many Gentlemen; and amongſt them, 
the noble Leowcio, intothe place ; where hearing the iuſt 
demand of the two friends, they began to bee in more 
quietneſſe, and Zeoncio having knowne his Brother with 
open armes, bathing his cheekes in ioyfull reares, on 
horſebacke all as he was,ran ro imbrace him,and after him 
the difſcreete Don Manxel, and the reſt of the Gentlemen in 
order : and ſo Gerards's declaration being taken (in all ſaue 
diſcouering Redrige) and the Shepheards alſo telling in 
what manner they found him, and vpon what termes t 
left him : Their innocence knowne, tothe great ioy ofthe 
ewo Brothers, as alſo of the worthy Gouernour, and whole 
Citic, they were ſtripped out of their mournfull weeds, 
and were carried to Dow Manaecls houſe, where Leoncio allo 
lodged, and by Gereras's bounty, they were carefully cu- 
red of the hurt they receiued vpon the Racke, and after by 
tim plentifully rewarded for their trouble,and lofles, The 
two Brothers conſulted next how they might be reuenged ; 
Lut thought it beſt ro deferre it for the preſent, giuing their 
enemies £0 leaue to bee ſecure. And taking (-_ of the 
Goucrnour and the Gentlemen of that famous Citie,they 
trauclled toward Maared, (where by this time the happy 
newes was diuulged) and with them the good Lerzane, 
who importuned by his friends could not but conſent to 
the lourney - 

Being arriued,confſiderhow her fortunate Gerardo might 
be welcommed by his Mother, who hugged him like one 


acwly raiſed from death, and with no lefle loue, at = 
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with like demonſtration his Andas/azzav reſtorer, ro whom 
the whole family with vaſpeakable ioy applide themſclues, 
Bur fortune that loucs no long quiet, would not that this 
joy ſhould long continue in Gerarde's ioyfull manſion,who 
with his deace triend was the happieſt man(as he thought) 
alive, expeRing ſhortly the returne of his Brother Leowco, 
that with ſome triends and kinſmen of his, were gone to the 
Village of Oces, to prepare ſome ſports and paſtimes for 
Lerians s emertainment, 

One night amongſt others, the two friends wanting Le- 
oncio's company having retired to bedward ſooner then 
their accuſtomed houre, about the dead of night, (the 
whole bouſhold aſlcepec) rhe rwo, vvhenthey leaſtdreame 
of any ſuch thing, were beſet and apprehended _— & 
vvh6,with ſtore of officers,the ſupreame Councel had ſc 
to that purpoſe z which exceedingly amazed them,though 
their innoctce made them couragioully to ſuffer the blow. 
The ſubtile ſtraight beſtowed the in ſeuerall Priſons; 
and to auoid delayes, without giuing them time once to 
dcliberate, examined Gerardo, laying to his charge his enc- 
my Rederigo's death, and his intent likewiſe to haue {laine 
C {ny with 


ſuch ſharpe and bitrer language as extreamely 
troubled the Gentleman, not ſo much for the blou- 
dy crime laid to his charge, as for that the Iudge told him 
Clirs had beene marricd to his trecherous enemie; for 
though hee were dead and ſhee long agoe giuen ouer, yer 
ſuch was his rage and vnrcaſonableneſle of 1calouſic, a pal- 
fion that pardons not the dead. To vvhat was vrged a- 
gainſi him, hee knew no better anſwer then the ſtory of 
his owne wounds and Rederigo's treachery, alleaging with- 
all ow much more iuſtly he might haue vied his beſt dili- 


genceagainſt the other, lince his wickedneſe and _— 
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deſcrued it x theſe and the like reaſons hee vitered, :which 
eucn fatisfide,, or atleaſt ſomewhat abated the ſeuericic 
af the rigorous Iudge. 
Touching Clara he ſpoke indifteremily, as not onely ig. 
norant of her marriage, but whether ſhe were aliue or no : 
er he was till kept in irong hold,with ſtore of Keepers a- 
Lo him, whiltthe cunning & active Iudge in the meane 
time buſicd himſclte in priuy ſearches, fitting of witneſſes 
and the like, Buttheſc exquiſite endeuours had all proou'd 
1. fruitleſſe,if heaven (when they leaſt expeRed)had not mar. 
| uellouſly diſcoucred the whole buſineſle, 
The loyal! Fernandes, Gerardo's intimate friend, arrivin 
with heauy newes,he brought from Ta/bors diſperſed theic 
clouds, Go thus blinded chem in amazement and igno- 
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, rance; who caſting his valorous armes about his impriſo- 
6 ned friends necke; and with his ancient paſt loue!, arming 
p himto patience,firting him downe betwixt the compaſſio- 
nate Andaluzian and the Noble Leoneronow returned from 
4 Ocea, with his knowne ſtayedneſle aud modeſtie , hee thus | 
k began: 

? ,» ſoone, my Gerardo (as you had left my Country and J 
me) I cndcuourcd like a true friend,to doe my beſt deuoir 6 
in your abſence and ſeruice,ſecking to pierce and diſcouer ſ 
4 the impenetrable deſignes and firatagems of your Aduer- f 
| farics, chictcly Redrzge, and to giue you frequent aduertiſc- n 
i; ment by Letters; and amongſt other things(if you remem- 
ber) 1 wrote youof the dayly viſits,night-walkes,and extra- h 
ordinaric diligence he vſcd in Clars's leruice, moreeagerly, _ 
and with more paſſion,then art any time formerly. VV here- 
vVpon Captaine Eſconar her father dying, tothe whole Cit. th, 


{4 

3 ties great admiration, one night ſhee was miſling in her lo, 
is; Vnkles houſe,and conſequently Redrrgo in his, ſome nine as 
1 or ten dayes after rhis,hapned the ſorrowfull newes of your vv} 
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treacherous death was bruted in Ta/bors for certain,which 
I at that time much bewailed, ſuſpeQing no other to bee 
the Author of it then Red7 jgo : and to this preſumprion,the 
ſhorrneſle of his returne ſcrued as a ſtronger motiue,toge- 
ther with his marriage: for,taking Clara out of a Monalte- 
ric,where he gauc out ſhe was putby his order ; ſecking to 
effe& his deſire, he was much wirhflood by all his friends : 
but he ſaying he marriedGerarass widdow,paſſing through 
all inconueniences, made vp the match, and all vs his ac- 
quaintance to wonder, conſidering what wee knew of her 
infamie: Some ſixe weekes ſince wee heard of your reco» 
ucric,and not paſſing three,Redrigo was found dead in his 
+ bed,with ſeuen __ and dangerous wounds,and his wife 

by him with two in her breſt, crying grieuouſly out , that 
you yverethe bloudy homicide. All X9drige's people were 
preſently clapt vp,and the High-wayes laid foryou z the 
poore ſ{eruants had the Rack,to know vvhich of them gaue 
you entrance into the houſe. Neither had oy till this 
time ceaſed tormenting them, had not Clars, finding her 
ſclfe = ur ( —_ excuſethe neuer-dy- 
ing death of her ſoule, adviſed by her Confeſſor) told the 
wuc cauſe of that horrible diſaſter, and thereft; of which 
ſhe made anadmirable declaration, beginning from your 
firſt loues, and proceeding to the cauſe for vvhich with ſo 
much _ you left her, ſhe ſaid, That ſeeing how much 
{he vvas by you deſpiſed , and how impoſſible it vvas for 
hertoreturne to your fauour (theſe things forcing her to 
a deſpaire) ſhe conuerted that loue and affeion, which 
till then ſhe had bagne you into morrall hatred (fo much 
the greater, by how much our loues are violent) and fo 
looking tonothing morethen a bloudy revenge, ſhee vſed 
as aninſtrument, the bold breft ofthe offended Redr ige ,of 
vhoſc loue ſhe yvas confident, being as then more carneſt- 
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ly then cucr courted by him ; and rtherctore lending {e- 


cretly for him; ( all comforts, promiſes, and teares thar 
his deſire could vviſh precedivg ) (hee propoſed the buſi- 


neſle, telling him how much ſhcee was bound to him, and 


onely deterred her recompence , till (hee ſaw what might 
become of-her Husband Gererdo, ( that name ſhe ſhll at- 
torded you) ſaying, that you {as the onely I:t remoucd)ſhe 


forthwith proteſted tobee his Vie, giuing him her hand. 


to boote : beſides this ( though to ſo blinde a Loucr any 
part of this had been fafhcient) ſhe put him in minde of his 
diſgracetull hurrts,the moreto incenſe him , and withall of 
your ſecureneſle that made the matter ſo much the more 
facile : which cfie&ed, without preiudice ts her honour, ſhe 
might yeeld her ſelfeto his pleaſure. 

Ar this Roarzgo ſufficiently incited , and fiirred vp 
with the remembrance of his wounds, without further de- 
laies, & with a determined courage,promilſed to fulfil her 
commands, though in the accompliſhment hee loſt both 
honor, life and fortunes : and fo thorowly agreed,ſhe refol- 
ued tocommit her elf to Redrigo's company,as the inſuing 
night ſhe did ; anda few dayes aftcr with three feruants, 
tall fellowes,and well-armed, they rode towards your Vil- 
lage of Oces,where hauing enquired after you, and hearing 
you were to gocto the Courtkeeping alwayes in kenning, 
they followed yours Maarid , which =_ you left, after 
you had ſeene andtaken leaue of your loued Mother; and 
being on your way,neere the Kings Houle De/Campe, one 
of the ſeruants came into your company,whom truſting as 
your guide, you were by him conducted that night , into 
the traine that was laid for your death, (her husband and 
the reſt of his ſeruants , ſetting vpon you in that rough 


and thicke Mountaine) where ( (he alſo preſeat ) they left 
you, 
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you, to their thinking,flain with many crucl wounds,which 
vvas alſoſoone publiſhed thorowall the Province, as ſoon 
as they arrived at T'a/vore. The marriage was afrer {irooke 
vp berweene them, and the Traytor received the reward 
of his bloudy ſeruice : but notloog after, he had one more 
deſerued; for (the ſadnewes of your death crycd downe 
againe ) when C/ars heard it, ſhe vvas ready to haue killed 
her ſelfe, ſuch was che dolour of her altiified heart,to think 
that for the price of your death (vneftefed) ſhe was now 
married to one ſhe euer mortally abhorred: and thus chea- 
ted, her rancour more increaſed , making her fall vpon a 
ieceof the moſt barbarous inhumane crucltic that hath 
invented, to kill her Husband,and wound herlcltc; 
that with that diuclliſh deuice, ſhe might, withour all ſpor 
or taint,free her ſelte from the indifſoluble knot, and like- 
wiſe be revenged on you, with ſaying, Gerardo hid within 
the Curtaines, ſtabbed her husband and her ; but the di- 
uine iuſlice (for an exemplary puniſhment) brought her by 
her owne hands to this end,which ſhe confeſſed; and clo- 
ſing vp her Diſcourſe, a while after, her wounds fiftulated , 
and their venome pierced cuentothe ſecret vertut of her 
afflited macerated heart, at what time the vitall ſpirits fai- 
ling weary of ſtruggling with her lateſt pangs,that Gallant 
ſprightly corps gaue vptbe reuengefull ſpirit, vvhoſe ſad 
and ſpeedy report no ſooner came to my notice ; vvhen 
knowing how much your life depended vpon the Natrati- 
on, I tooke this Poſling-iourney. 

Here Gerardo with true (1gnes of ſorrow, and ſoules tor- 
ment, ſhewed the pure and efteQuuall Icuc hee once bore 
her,that was his Cars, finceall thoſe rude wrongs vverc 
not ſulficient yet to change him, rather as ſoone as cuer hee 
heard the fatal] report of her miſerable vntimely end ; his 
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tender heart vnable to ſuſtaine ſuch a tormenting ſtroke 
and his ſtrength failing,wich a pictifull profound grone, 
in the fight of his friends,none able to relieue him, 
diſmaid and ſwouning , hee ſunke downe 
to the cold carth. 


l #4 
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01-1 Here ends the firſt Tragicall Diſcourſe. 
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The ſecond Diſcourſe_. 


Ike ſome happy Paſſenger eſcaped from a 
| violent ſtorme,our Gerardo at length came 
to himlelfe out of a deep trance,into which 
Sf the ſad and Funerall newes of the deceaſed 
SR. Clirshadcafthim , once his ſoules incſti- 
" mable pledge; butnow the Originall of al) 
his woes, impriſonment, ferters and chaines that incom - 
paſſed him; from which, yerin ſhort time ( the truth ofall 
diſcouered) to the great reioycing of his kindred, friends, 
and his much loued Ler:axo, hee was at wiſhed libertic ; 
though extremely oppreſſed with melancholly , which 
made him wholly ruine himſelfe, which hee fo wilfully af- 
feed, that his amiable and pleaſing condition was quite 
chang'd,being burdenſome to his very ſernants and whole 
Family, which bred no ſmall grietero his Mother,Brothcr 
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and friends, that intirely loued him z cuen fo Leriamo, who 
in midſt of the rriumphes that were prepared for his en- 
tertainment (leauing his friends) returned to his formerly 
commenced Voyage; the like did Fernando, to his Cittie, 
where leaue we thetn, till ſwift time reſtore vs, the one with 
an endno leſſe Tragicall then the preſents T ime, thatmuſt 
now ſerue as a wholeſom Phyſician, blotting with his various 
courſe out of Gerards's remembrance, the torment that ſo 
rigoroully poſſeſſed him, time onely could conſume, and 
extinguiſh it in him; yet not ſo thatowly, but a long time 
after,the a(hes of his tormer fire ſent forth ſome ſmoke. 

Gerardonow vndoubredly beleeued,that in Clars, all the 
Treaſons and deceits of women were deciphered , bur 
his want of yeercs, and fhallow experience , ſooth'd him 
on in this opinion. Time brought him further on ſhore,and 
at cuery ſtep, made him diſcouer new pn precipi- 
ces, beſet with flatterie, vaine ſhewes , falſe dealing , and 
diſſembled affe ion z which ſeruing to coole his yourhfull 
bloud, and hot aftetions , with new misfortunes , gaue 
matter to this ſecond Tragicall Diſcourſe. 

Long the late accident of his ſad loue kept him in this re- 
tirement,in which he longer had remain'd ; but that the 
gcnerall noiſc of extraordinarietriumphs at Court, row- 
zcd vp his drowzy ſpirits. 'Twasnow inthe yeere fixe hun- 
dreth and five, the cighth day of Aprils moneth,when our 
wiſhed Prince, Don Philep the fourth, of this moſi famous 
name, was borne, tothe wonderfull ioy of the third Phulrp 
his Father,and no lefle of that ineflimable Auftrall Marge- 
ret his Mother, and in genetall of all their SubieRs, vvho 
with ſumptuous preparations, fer forth their true affeRions, 
by celebrating the birth-day,with what ſhewes of vnfained 
loyalic hel could excite them to. To theſe vniuer- 


{all ſolerunities,the forgouen Ger ardo,accompanicd by his 
; : Brother, 
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Brother, ſome kinſmen and other friends arriued at Yala- 
delid, moved as well through his owne deſire, as importu- 
ned by his friends and allies z or indeede by his melan- 
cholly thoughts, which by the greatneſſe of that renow- 
ned Citic were diuerted , drowned in the tempeſiuous 
Seca of his paſt misforrunes; for here euery lookegcach ſtep, 
preſented him withnew and ſcuerall obieQs. I omit the 
deſcription of thoſe Feſtiuall Triumphs, as magnificent as 
Nately, worthy animbler quill then mine , my wings dare 
not ſoaretoſo high a pitch: onely the preſent ſubicR,for- 
ced meto touch vpon this Summarie Relation and men» 
100, ; 

Gerardo liued neere that ireet, which takes name from _ 
the ancient ſtocke of the Illuftrious Ziwmgas , in an honeſt 
priuate lodging , together with the reſt of his company, 
where, bytheir diligent and carefull Oaſt,they were obſcr- 
ued with particular reſpe& (no ſmall happincſſe in fo great 
a concourſe to bee fo well accommodated.) One time a- 
mongſt others,Gerardo,after he had dined, finding himſclſe 
not halle currant, excuſing him to his kindred and coipa- 
ny,laid him downe to reſt : his indiſpofition though vvas 
not ſo greatybur that within an houre or ſo, becing berter 
refreſhed,he could get him to one of the iron grates of his 
Chamber window,where,to his no little admiration,ro the 
ſound of a ſhrill Harpe,he might heare (though vndiſlin- 
ly) ſomething ſung with a voice, whoſe melody euen rapt 
his ſences,yet he was not able to gheſle from whence thoſe 
celeftiall notes ſhould proceed; northe place, or becing, 
that concealed this Angelicall Orpbews that thus attracted 
him;tillthe ſuddenneſts of it paſſing ouer, with moreſvigi- 
lancy he might percciue,that it came from a neighbouring 
| oppoſite window,but 'twas not poſſible toſee the party,by 
reaſon of a cloſe greene Lertice that was betweene the 
F 4 ba' 
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barres & the infide: yer he ghefled it vvas a vvoman,as well 
by the [weernefle of her trebble , as a kinde of bluſh of her 
preſence, vvhich he might confuſedly behold. 

The pleaſing tone ended ; at what time Gerarco more 
violently longed to re-enioy it ; and having a glimpſe yer 
of the Harpe, and preſuming that in ſuch occaſions 'twas 
n2impudenceta begge a currefie, he was bold by an amo- 
rous ligne to re-ſollicite the celeſtiall harmony, The hid- 
den Dame was nothing ſqueamiſh; fo for his ſigne, retur- * 
ning him a condiſcending nod with a ſprightly careleſnes, 
(he once againe ſtrooke vp ge Royal Inſtrument, and to ir 
as toGerarass incredible delight,ſured this excellentSoner, 


wingleſi e to mount ,or ſaile'gainſt winde, 
Extratt from Worm.wood Nettar pure, 
Impriſon'd in a (aut obſcure, 
Or thinke the Swnne's light we ſee (blind: ) 
An Antidote in piiſon finae, 
In midit of danger moſt ſecure, 
{ Laughing) the Torture te emaure, 
To ſay that Lightning's light # kinde, 
Or that dead men do line : 
Such pow'r ſole Lou can giut 


The vaknowne courtly voice had cleane tranſported 
him,and ſuſpended the very ſireeres paſſengers; but ſome- 
thing in the Song inwardly afteAed him, as if he ſhould be 
the ſubic& of it: bur (being a ſtranger) it flraight ſeemed 
impoſsible, He could not but ſhew himlſelfe thanketull,as 
the ſhortneſle of time,and diſtance of places would permir 
him ; for iuſt now his Brother and Kinſmen were gotten in 
vnto him, ſo he was forced to an Adieu,for feare of being 
by them eſpicd, and the concealed Lady , aulwering _ 
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the like, he rurned backe to Zeexero, whom onely hee ac- 
quainted with what hapned,whereat hee received no ſmall 
content, / as deſiring infinitely to ſee him ſome way diuer- 
red from his former griefes) though whither , or ro whom 
the preſent ſuite was direQed, hee was viterly ignorant, 
Some three or foure dayes next following, Gerardo,by rea- 
ſon of ſome vrgent occafions,was flill from home, till one 
faire and cleere morning ( as hee was drefling himſclte at 


- his window) he might hcarc one inan amorous Key , with 


alow Hiſtcall him ; and looking vp, ſaw (though a little 
imperfeRly ) yet better in-ggipe of the Sunne-beames 
then the firſt afternoone, a well-ſhap't-bodicd Dame, and 
to his ſeeming,a lively countenance ; whom with a low 
obeyſlance, ſaluting, ſhe returned him her curt'fie. He was 
cher though hee wanted either Voice or Mu- 
ſicke, the party could not bur be the ſame; eſpecially when 
peering from an Alablaſter hand, hee might perceiue two 
ſmooth (like-Art-turned) fingers, which was the moſt reall 
ſight the wood-wouen net would affoord him : ſhee beck. 
ned him to deſcend toher window, which hee did ; whea 
taking vpa Paper ſhe dropped, with vnſpeakeablc ioy re- 
turning to his Chamber, he opened it, and viewed the tol- 
lowing Contents. 

Tis now « moneth ſince my happie Starre ( 1 careleſſe of the 
bleſſed occaſion it reſerued for mee) brought mee to this Grate , 
from whence 1 ſaw you _ at your lodging doore., and from 
that very inflant (though it may ſceme leoſeneſie , thus ſoone to 
declare my (elſe, and a thing ſo contrary toour ſexe) you had /ree 
aamiſiion into my tender heart, which, whether 1 would or xot, 
you poſoeſt a3 abſolute ener it ; and the Owner, whe moſt earneſt- 
ly defares you , 16 accept of her affettion with like recompence, 

Your Iacixra. 

Much was required of Gzxramrvp 0 in this preſent 

| Ticker, 
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Ticket, of whoſe Contents as careleNle, as loth to equall 
the affe ion the Letter charged him with, hee had re- 
cou:ſe to his paſt misfortunes, and ſo feared to intangle 
himſelfe in others that might prove of like condition, 
Yet in reſpe& his anſwere was required, more for Court- 
ſhip then neceſſitie or obligation, after hee haU dined,ta- 
king pen and Inke, he framed this reply : 

'Tis not the leaſt part of my debt to gracious Fleanen, for in- 
dning me with ſome meaſure of humihtic: for had the $ wperiour 
powers been ſcarce in this to me, well might the ſoothing of your 
diſcreeve Letter, faire Miſtring have made me arrogant. But 1 
acknowledge my mean parts, and ſo rather in carteſie,then foo- 
liſh confidence beleeue you. Tet ket me requeſt your beliefe of this, 
that beſides your obliging me by the preſent fanour, ſuch atrea- 
ſure,and ſo aamirable 4 Veice hath heretofore ſarprized 
me. And therefore ſince I am your Priſaner Jet me be ſo happy as 
fo hane a ſight of the Soucraigue Taylor that muſt guard mee, 6- 
therwiſe it had beene ra/bneſſe to ſubmit my ſeife voluntarily to 
the danger and you your ſelfe would impute my determimation ts 
madn 


eſſe, 


Your GznAanpo. : 


Such was lactats's Letter, and ſuch Gerards's anſwere, 
which ſhe recciued, tryed to a flight Ribbon caſt downe 
from her window , that ſerucd as a Meſſenger to theſe 
new Louers , and vvithour helpe of any third partic, they 
made frequent vſe of this device. 

Iacints was much importuned by her Lover to be ſcene; 
but it was long ere his defire could rake effeR, Some daies 
after,as he was greedy ofa ſight of her, hee mightheare a 
voice againe tothe Harpe,wuh theſe Verſes. 


How 
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How doe 1 liue if I haue loſs my heart ? 
IfT line not, whence feele I all this fire ? 
If fo much heate torment my fore't defire, 
why, of my glory doe 1 make it part ? 
Jf1 be all on fire, what need 1 Art © 
To ar --4 teares, or make wet griefe retire ? 
Or fa eaof Teares, what, to require 
tro. flame made by Lowes dart ? 
If hoking and « atisfie, | 
4 dir Ithes wn {rea bght ? 
If 1 abborre, why dee 1 ſecke it 6? 
Mir ac lows _ the more " wvaine) I trie 
To looſem t a knot, thy cunning light, 
T he more I labour mine owne _—_ 


%\ 


And OO Rs 1am wr 
monious figh , which Gererdeat the inſtant could ſpeedily 
anſwer with no bad Ecchozas one that had beene well bea- 
tento ſuch paſſion. But night comming ſwiftly on , threa- 
tened to part them, which awhile after ir did; and giving a 
pauſe to their outward fences, though not to their inward 
thoughts, brought on day and morning : at which time 
comming both early co the vſuall ſtands , after their mutu- 
all ſalutations, Gererao taking a paper out of his pocker, 
went downe and tyed it tothe String at her window , and 
{oleft her to reade the gladſome enſuing Verſes: - 


Sweet Voyee ! I heare thy phaſing harmonic, 
Though Aire reſiſt it, and rebellious wide: 

O that the glorious Angell I could ſee, 
That thus inchants mine eare, ſuſpends my mind! 


Loue, fare, is no bare Voyce ,no fancre blind, 
| Net 
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Nor fain'd intention, but realttie ; 
A ſubſtance and ingendred Dertte, 
'Twixt Mars and Venus in adult rate kind, 
Then, if not wholly Voyee, ſimce Body too; 
Or, yet ,if Eccho, hearke: ſo may thy faire 
Narciſſus /eft relent and learme to wee : 
But why concealed thus ds ſt thew declare 
Thy ſelfe like him, ſelfe-louing ? if not ſo, 
Why art then nowght bat Voyce wrap't vp tn ayre + 


Sure I am, that, could 1acints conuert her felfe into 
rongues like Eccho, or into cycs like Argus, ſhee would nor 
haue ſpared theſe transformations , the more to haue obli- 
ged Gerardo with them : but now day was ſpent, and night 
came on, that forced them to part,and giue way tothe pri- 
wacy of their amorous thovghts;in mo—_ the grea- 
reſt part of darkneſſe and the enfuing day,they returned to- 
ward the ordinary fland; and after their vſvall louing falu- 
tations, 7acints (taking a paper out of her pocket, and ma» 
king (1gnes to Gerardo to come downe : he did ſo,and recci. 
ued it with his vſuall content, and (Iacims going in) ope- 
ning it, he read theſe following Contents: 


Your importanity, lowed Gerardo, to ſee me is fach that 1 am 
willing «t length t0 giue you the content, (co _ that when 
you haxe beheld my meane parts , your woorth and my affetion 
mu#t make vp their defetts. At this Grate it is not poſſible, 
wit heut the dariger of our icalons bouſhold ; you muſt of force turn 
then tothe next ſtreet $o which the great doore of our houſe opent, 

where to morrow in the afternoone at the Bay-window you ſhall 
ſee me, clad in the colour that my heart affetts, which ſball aſſure 
you, I am there the ſame that here tels you ſo. 


Your lacinta. 
With 
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attire, had hee a view of her ccleſt 


With excceding gladnelle Gerardo read the paper, and 


ſatisfied with the promiſe , the briefe minutes vvere long 
dayes; and the ſhort houres, laſting ages; tilltime , not va- 
rying his naturall courſe, though hee thought him flower, 
brought onthe prefixed moment; by vvhen , mounted vp- 
on a goodly vvell-rein'd Bay, ſet out and trapped vvith rich 
furniture, and himſelfe clad in freſh brauery , vvith a heart 
ſutcable, aduanced toward the next ſtreet; vvhere hauing 
turned, he ſoone tooke notice of the Grate and Bay-vvin- 
dow before him; though as then he ſaw not his Miſtris in 
the appointed place; vvhereat his mind vvas nota little diſ- 
quicted, and hauing paced a prety way on, hee thought to 
xeturne in deſpaire to his Lodging ;; and putting it in cxe- 
cution, as he came backe iuſt againſt Jaciz?s's doore, loo« 
king vp,he might ſee where,at the guilded Barres ſhe expe- 
him, accompanied vvith ſo ſingular Beauty , as mighe 
haue amazed the ſtrongeſt-hearted beholder; an aſpe fo 
awfully maicſticall, as might breed an amorous fearefull re- 
ſpe&, as of ſome powerfull Deiticzthe cffe& beeing ſoone 
manifeſt in Gerardo: for no ſooner oy the cut-greene of her 
iall countenance , when 

looſening the reines, and his legges looſing the tirrops, he 
remained like Laſper, or an Image; fo depriucd of memory, 
that he wanted itto ſalute her : neither had his fault ſo cea- 
ſed, but that the free Giner, finding the flexible reines at li» 
bertie, without leaue of his bercaued Maſter, troned on: 
ſomewhatfaſter then the Cate of. his vſuall prancing requi- 
red; at vvhoſe vneafic pace Gerards awaked , and himſelfe 
extremely abaſhed, drew vp the reincs,and re-ſertled in his 
ſtirrops, performed (though a little vnſeaſonably) a courr- 


y ſalutation; and taking aturne backe againe , meant fully. 
-t0 recompence that amorous neglect, (if vvhere loue- 
- aignes,any may be ſo termed.) It grew roward the Euc-. 
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ning, ſoour new Lover glad with the fight of his Miftris, 
and his good dayes worke, returned home , and many a 
time after vvas fauoured in this kind , as alſo with her Let- 
ters and Songs full of (weetneſle and conceited harmonie. 
Many a time after he ſaw her ac a Monafterie, vyhither ſhee 
vicd to repaire, accompanied vvith her mother and family, 
. Allthis vvhilc he had leyſure to informe himſelte ſecretly of 
+; her fricnds qualities and meanes, vvhich he vnderſtood to 
# be _ and her ſelte cucry vvay ſo complete, that the hap- 
pineſle of his loue began to delude his hopes : though the 
gentle 1acenta, vvith her many fauours,more and more cn- 
creaſt and nouriſht them. The greateſt part of the Summer 
vvas ſpentin this contemplatiue affe&tion, he as carefullto 
| concealc it fro his friends,as ſhe fr6 her houſhold ſeruants: 
for this ſecret vigilancie vvas the SanQuary of their reputa« 
tion, indeed of their lives, as ſhall farther appeare in 
| this Tragicall Relation; vvhich eucnnow drew on,vpon the 
ſmall hope Gerardo conceiued of his happineſle; fince too, 
vvhen he leafi ſuſpeed, hee vvas aſſaulted vvith one of the 
accuſtomed thwarts of his aduerſe fortune, vvhich raiſed a 
new trouble, /ac:t« giving him to vnderſtand by a Letter, 
LI that her Parents inall haſte meant ro marry her,perhappes 
th: preſaging ſomevnluckineſle to betide her. The knowledge 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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tis of this filled Gerardo vvith feare, as her with griefe , though 
ſhe were reſolute to oppoſe her parents defires,fince hers to 
Gerardo vvere (o fertled,that ſhe would rather endure ator- - 
turing death, then make any other the Owner of her life. 
And though with this newes, and with what was added by 
her, Geraras's paſſion daily increaſed , yer he neuer vſcd fo 
much as the leaſt perſwaſion, to diſſwade her from a iuſt fi- 
liall obedience : for becing altogether vnreſolued yerto ſhe 
turne matricd man, he would not openly hinder the partic jl 
that pretended, neither yer till he ſaw the iſſue, deſiſt from i © 
his 
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his owne loues pretenſion. 1acznta's parcnts were fo bent 
vpon the match, that without her conſent, the vnhappy 
nuptials with a kinſeman of hers were to be performed : to 
which effethe day of the Annranciation of our Lady was 
appointed, 

I cannot (though with ſome digreſſion)but here take no- 
tice how foolithly fupid thoſe parents arc , that fo rathly 
thruſt their children into an eſtate, that onely death can (e- 
parate them from ; ſince ſuch matches hauc {cldome pro- 
duced other then ſome pititull end, or ſhameſull efte&, as 
the preſent will demonttrate , making the faire Iecizta fo 
deſperate, as rather reſolue todicthento marry ; of which 
her purpoſe, though ſhe gaue daily notice to Gerardo, yet 
he,ſceing things come to that extremitic, giving ſivall cre- 
ditto his hopes , endeuoured now by little and little to 
weane himſelfe from his affetion; which coldneſle of his, 
his Miftris perceiuing, and the vngratefull requitall; her 
tearaE and moanes trongly increaſed in ſuch ſort, that 
voide of all comfort,with the reſentment of her new griefe 
and icalous torment, taking pen and inke, accompanied 
with the flowing ireames ot herfaire cycs, ſhe thus writes 
to her forgerfull Loucr, 


If the facilitie with which thou becameſt Lord oner my life, 
bane made thee ſo hard-heartea, as neglefull to forget me \ falſe 
and vnconflant man | thy proceeding ts as baſe , as needes mus 
be thy birth; ſince of thy a;embling breſt did nouriſh any noble 
blood, reaſon would teach thee to repay my affettion, lazing before 
thee my true and conitunt loue , which onely forced me to ſo ſud- 
den madneſie, that by my licenctous doting on thee , our ſexe 
ſhould lofe their principall glory and ornament. But, ay we,feo- 
bly blind \ 1 my ſelfe gane thee power ana thruſt thoſe armes 
mo thy hands that will be my death which exery moment threa- 
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rems me; fince 1 (hall be forced, rat her then any poſſeſs: that place 
which my heart firſt gane to thee, with my owne hands to inflit 
tt om my ſelfez and reſt aſſured , that though my wnſortunate 
marriage bee pon the neereft termes that may bee, miither 
friends, lindred,or parents ſhall make it ow my part take effett, 
wor (bal that falſe faith, with which thou haſt ſold me, make mee 
keſſe vnaerualew thee firme and loyal! mine Owne, 


Largclier would ſhe have wricten, but it ſcemed,the vio. 
lence of her paſſion both tyed her hands, and troubled her 
inuention : p_ creature! ſhee weepes, lighes, and la- 
ments, and ſuddenly refraining ſuch paſſion, checkes thoſe 
teares, and her ſorrow p__—_ and diſpoſeth herſelfeto 
forget; and in an inſtant abhorres, and repenting her light» 

e, (reſolued now on apermanent affeQon , and derer- 
mined on a more ſettled eſtate) meanes to obey her pa- 
rents ſiraight againe. Without conſulting with her [an 
purpoſe, (he ourragioully crics out vpon herſelfe, and as if 
the werereally transformed into her Gerardo, as eftectually 
alledgeth for ſlim, excuſcth his forgerfulneſle : and conclu- 
ding thus (fearcfull to offend her er) teares the Letter 
ſhe hath written : not long after , all in a rage, puniſhing 
the Starres, ſhee curſes their influence; and bepeatling the 
ſmooth Criſtal of her face, bedewes the paper ſhe writes, 
and the wrought Ebone Yuory Deske on which it reſted, 
with her teares; from whence ſpeedily ſtarting, and refolued 
laſtly on her iuſt choler, ſhee went tothe window, from 
whence ſhe might eſpy Gerardo; who with like care ſtood 
athis, and ſo without expefting the leaſt ligne, or lifting 
vp her gricued countenance, ſhee ler fall a Paper without 
further (tay; and bythe ſhutting of her window gaue ſuffi- 
ciert teſtimony ot her paſſtonate diſtaſte. All which Ge. 
rardo felt withia himlelt, and fearctull of fome new change 
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in his Miftrifle, hauing ſoone caught vp the Letter, and as 
haſuly read it, the angry contents gaue him rather content 
then trouble, fince thole rigorous Lines aſſured his hopes, 
which was the ground of his anſwere to /acimts, whereby 
her icalous ſorrow was well abated, 

Bux now the appointed time came on, as acceptable to 
lacemta's parents, and the whole houſhold,as miſerable and 
bewailed by her in ſuch extremitic, that vnable to ſuſtaine 
her woes, the tell into ſeuerall ſwounings, into her mothers 
lappe , andarmes of diuers Dames her kinſwomen and 
friends, that were then aſſembled to ſee her nuptials per. 
formed; which by reaſon of her indiſpoſition were then ne- 
ccſlarily, till the next day deferred. 

"Theſe things paſled in /acints's houſe, whilſt the afflited 
Gerards, wnable to reſi in any one place , with vnquictneſic 
of his thoughts, one whiles on horſebacke takes ſeucrall 
turnes in hus Miſtriſſcs ſtreet, and then returning home, 
gers him ro his window another vſuall way to his Loue; till 
night comming on, with his owne habite and darkeneſſc 
doubly masked, without teare of being knowne, hee might 
ſately enter into the ouer-10yed houſe of I acrnte, which was 
now all teaſting and muſicke : and increaſed in Gerards's 
breſt a more ſtrong ſuſpition that his Miſtris at length,like 
a very woman, had becne wanting to her word and pro» 
miſc; and fo with a carcleſe carefulneſſe, he ſought to in- 
forme himſelfe of an old ſeruing creature, (whoſe vnplea- 
ſingage bad freed him from being one of the loviall com- 
pany) ſate downe in a chaire, who hearing Gerardo demand 
the occaſion of their iollitic, rold him in his flow manner, 
the whole matter; confirming his former ſuſpition : for in- 
deed Iacints ouercome by the continuall importunities of 
her Parents and kindred, did asat that time yecld her hand 
and conſentto hex Coulin and — Scaice had P 
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melting Gererdo heard the laſt accents of rhe tedious Ser» 
vingman his diſcourſey when, bis faint body courrcd all o. 
uer with a cold ſweate, he was forced to leane to the neere 
wall; diſſembling as much as in him lay, his ſad paſſion, bur 
percciuing the violence of irto increaſe, leaving the houſe, 
he returnedto his owne, where his brother LeoncioexpeRed 
him, with the ſame care, and equall defire ro know the fuce- 
cclle of his affaires. Bur he needed no further mformarion 
then Gerardo's lookes; ſo ſhutting the chamber doore,com- 
forting his brother with a cheerefull countenance, thus he 
begins to ſer vpon him. 
Deare Brother, 'Tis needlefle to increaſe your diftem- 
r, this day we expetted the euent of Jacinte's vowes, in 
which, if, (as I ſuppoſe) ſhe haue failed," ris right Woman. 
If well you note, vvhat becomesyour gricfe,you may make 
your comfort ; forbeing now reclaimed, you ſhall ſee, hea- 
uens bleſſing, breaking with the frailty of an vnconſiant ©. 
pinion, the ſtrong chaines of your oppreſſed liberty, an 
eternall (lauery, perpetuall,;eucr-liuing, neuer-dying griefc, 
fubic& ro the vogratcful proceeding of a light houte—wife, 
whoſe moſt commen praRice, is, to recom our loue 
with change, our remembrance with negleR, toile with 
diſdain, truth with falſhood,and our firme good-wil with 
their fading affeionz all rheir thoughts, words, and deeds, 
full of continuall murabilitic , tending to our lateſt deftru- 
Qion, that being the ayme and ſcope of all their naturall 
difſimulation Andthis truth , the preſent caſe may make 
ou not deny, nor due thankes to heauen for ſo remarkea- 
ble a benefit;take comfort then,fince no reaſon itis, lo hap- 
py a ſucceſſe ſhould deprive you of ir. The afflicted Gerar- 
do vvas about to have replide ſomething ; at what time one 
of his ſeruants interrupting him, ſaid; There vvas a firan- 
ger, at doore would ſpeak with him,which made _——_ 
vg 
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king off the diſcourſe) goc out z where when hee came, hee 
might ſee one wirh his face muffled in his Cloke z but by 
the habirſeeming ſome perſon of qualitic , and comman- 
ding his man to leaue then, deſirous toknow the party,and 
whar his occaſion was, courteouſly demanded the one and 
the other of him. But in iead of an anſwer, the concealed 
Gallant chrew himſclfe forward to haue embraced him; 
which beeing (udden as — might haue coft him 
deare; for at the inflant Gererasfearing to be clozed withal, 
drew backe his left foor,and his {word with his right band, 
and che point clapt forward, miſſed lintle of running the 
other thorow; beſides, Leowcis (ſuſpecting ſomething) by 
| this time was come, if need had beene, ts his brothers de- 
| fence. And doubtleſle it had gone heauily wich'the diſgui- 
zcd partie, if, ſeeing what happened, and Ger&rds's mil- 
doubt ofhim, he had not vnmasked himſelfe , and retired, 
. ſaying ; Hownow,Gerards ? is this the entertainment you 
1 ive me? is this the harbonr I finde in your breſi > have I 
, is contradition from your Armes? is my loyalcy thus re- 
, compenced ? my dangerous baldnefſe thus > Ah,deccitfull 
[0 mangthat] thus be ws 1. flatteries! bur, fare» 
h well : I may arrive in ſome place, perhaps I ſhal have 
h entrance. And the party abruptly breaking off , vvould 
s, faine haue ed; which when Gerardoſaw, ( torno ſoo- 
u- ner had the diſguized perſon diſcouered that faire face, 
all Y when it was knowne, for no lefſerhenjthe rare Originall of 
ke the moſt beautifull /ac##ts) & into what errour (though vn- 
- willingly) he had falne, haſtily overtaking her, he brought 
) 
A 
ne 
an- 
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her backe to his chamber; and there with his Brother, pri- 

uately locked themſclues together, Leencio defirous ro bee 

rid of the doubt, with which the ſtrangeneſle of this ſuc- 

celle had poſſeſthim. Gerardo thus infinitly obliged to his 

offcuded Miſtris, falling paſſionarely ar her feer, begs hum- 
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ble pardon tor hs fault and torgettulneſle , ſince his owne 
vnworthineſle of fo great a glory might ſerue for his cx- 
cufe. And though this and other ſpeeches paſſed , yer he 
fiill thought himſclfe in a dreame, which onely reprclented 
to him ſuch a fantaſlicall ſhape,as vvas indeed really before 
him : and in this ſkepie frenzic, he could doe nothing bur 
feele 1acints's body with his hands; who inno lefle content 
and exceſle of joy, railing her Louer from the ground, and 
toyning lippes,could hardly beleeuc it was Gerardo (he had 
in her armecs, 

A prettie while theſe two Lovers remained m this amo- 
rous conflit, their content making them minde nothin 
elſe , till Leoncis ſatisfide by theſe extremes in the truth ke 
which he was before doubtfull, wondring at 7ecry#e's reſo- 
lute determination, approched, diſfoluing rhe ſtreight knot 
that bound them in their cloſe embraces , and though hee 
could not bur apprehend much hazard from this a& of 
hers, yet beheld ſuch beauty and attraftive merit in her 
perſon, that Gererdo's affeQtion, which before to him ſee- 
med blinde; vvas now blamelcſle : and confidering that in 
ſo dangerous a buſineſſe it was fit to take a mature courſe, 
without more delay, he defired to know of Jacinta , vvhat 
ſhift ſhe had raade to gerthither, that according]y their at 
ter-proceeding might ſucceed the better. To which the 
faire Dame made anſwer, aſſuring him ſhee had no- other 
counſellour, but ber owne ſecret thoughts , to which no 
creature was privy ; wherefore by mutuall confent it was a- 
greed, that Gerardo and Jacints ſhould rake a journey to- 
wards Arragon, and inthe #nterim,  Leoncio to aduize then 
ofthe proceeding of her friends; who, having inſtantly (as 
ſhe was wanting) miſſed her , vicd all diligence round as 
bout the houſe in her ſearch, where they leaf\ ſuſpeRed the 
miſchicfc, inthe garden they found alittle doore that ope- 
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ned tothe ſireety and neere it a table coucred with greene 
and wquen myrtles , where her Gowne and Clothes lay, 
which hauec beene the ornaments of her Nuprtials, 
but werenow the Reliques ofa ſad remembrance : For 
know, that as /xcz#t4 ,at the fond importunity of her Pa- 
rents, had.vnwillingly giuen her hand to her offended 
Spoule; lo repenting as quickly, and in an amorous vehc. 
mency, ſhutting the cyes ofreaſon gp all inconucniences, 
diſlembling her diſcontent, by laying ſhe was not well, ſhe 
betooke her ſelfe to her chamber, and ſtealing from thence 
by alower window into the fore-mentioned Garden , and 
ſuddenly clapping on the mans attire which ſhee had in a 
readineſſe, leauing her owne in the place, ſhee vnder-went 
the courſe here related ; ſo much prevailed ghe memory of 
Gerardo in her tender heart, and the wrong done him , by 
giving her word co another. 

'Twere needlefſe to deſcribe the whole families lamen- 
cation forthe loſle, or the exquiſit paines vied in her ſearch: 
ſuffiſe ir, vve bring theſe Louers toa ſafe and quiet Port; 
vvho now vpon their haſty departing, by the good care and 
— of the prudent Leoncro, betore midnight, without 
becing by any eſpied, well furniſhed with Iewels and 
Crownes, tooke their way from that populous City, to- 
ward the auncient vaconquered Numantis, vvhich they 
thought at preſent to bethe ſecureſt way , and in few daics 
after, they ioyfully there arriued; and hauing reſted awhile, 
returned againe to their travell, and at length came to their 
iourneys end, the defired City of Zaragoſa, to the no little 
loy and comfort of the two Lovers. 

So many and excellent gifts of nature adorne this great 
City gthatdeſeruedly, aboue the moſt famous of the renow. 
ned ſlyle, it merits = royall name of Ceſar Auguſta. Here 
Geraras for ſome yeeres was ſettled yand in reipet of the 
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content he cnioyed in his ltoued company, would not have 
changed his condition of life fora tarre greater; ſo confore 
mable were both their affeions,or indeed fo ſuperiour 14 
ernta's, adinitting no compariſon. 

Gerardohad with his noble and generous carriage, in 
ſhort time gained on the beſt afteCions in that Ciry,wher- 
by he was as equally beloued, as the beſt ofthe Gentry or 
Inhabitants: to cxpreſffie it, in all their Meetings, Maskes, 
Shewes, and what eucr Selcmnities, afwell priuate as pub- 
like, he ftill made one, and was choſen as an Vmpire or 
Stickler amongſtall his friends: his moſt eſpecially profeſ- 
fed, was one Dow Jayme de Aragon, a worthy branch of that 
royall Name, and landed in the beſt = of that Kingdom; 
from whom Gerard concealed not his inmoſt thoughts, 
nor the occaſions about /acinta,(partics onely ſpared.)This 
Gentleman, amongſt other peſlefſions that were of his ins 
heritance, not paſt feuen leagues from 7, a pret- 
ty Village, as well peopled as moſt in that Countrey , and 

c beſt tor Summer and ſhade abounding in dainties, of 
all Arr7agon; where for his recreation, and treſh cooleneſle, 
he oft = to paſle the ſcorching heares : and purpoſing 
2 iourney thither, with much intreaty , or rather daily im- 
portunity, he wonne Gerardo at length to accompany him: 
which chiefly inreſpe& of the great obligations he had to 
his friendſhip, he could not bur conſent to, though it were 
not poſſible that 7acinta ſhould be left one minute alone, 
ſo that after ſome debating, it was reſolued , that all three 
ſhould goe the journey. T he ſame day they parted,in de- 
vetefeconmetiaion they atnight about Sun-ſet arriued 
at a Caſtle which belonged to a Kinſman of Dew Jayme's, 
where alighting , they were heartily welcommed, iuſt at 
the inſtant that by another way two Pilgrims allo entred, 


vvho by their faſhion and manner of ſalucation, ſeemed to 
he 
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be others then what their courſe habits made ſhew ot, who 
inreſpe&they were like to haue beene benighted, vere 
forced to intreat the Owner of the Caſtle to bee pleaſed ro 
affoord them for that night a lodging; to which he willing- 
ly condiſcended,and ſhewed the way in to the whole cam- 
pany. Gerardo demanded of them for they ſermed to be 
Caſ#tlians) of what oy they were,and which way their Pil- 

| lay z to which,one of them anſwered , that they 
were of Andelaziz,and Inhabitants of the famous Citic of 
Sexill, from whence they travelled purpoſely on Deuotion 
tothe beſt Churches and Monaſterics of Spaine , vvh ſe 
Patron, they had already ſecne at Compoſtels, and were go- 
ingat preſent to the miraculous of Zaragoſe. 

When Gererdo heard him name Sexzl, he would not(as 
hauing the good Lerrawo in mind) but ask if they knew ſuch 
aone,preſuming that a Gentleman of his qualitic , could 
not but haue cometo their notice. But no ſooner had 
Gerardo breathed out the final accents of his friends name, 
when the Pilgrim that had ſpoken to him, vnableto re- 


fraine, burſt into teares, and with ing fighes made 


him ſee, what paſſion the name of Lercano had flir- 
red in him,which alſo cauſed no leſſe alteration in Gererdvs 
miſ-giving breſt: and fo fitting him downe in the fore-part 
of a Bay-window looking .- the CN , whilft 
Supper was preparing(together with Dor & rhereſt) 
he carn = whoſe griefe made him ſhead 
thoſe freſhreares, to declare the cauſe of fuch diftaſtefull 
ſorrow,ſince it muſt needs be extraordinary, by the reſent- 
ment it had forced him to. 
The wofull man hearing himſelfe thus importuned, with 
a dcepe fetcht groane (truc ligne of his interiour anguiſh ) 
thus vvent on, 
Wondernot, gentle Sir, nor thinke it vvomaniſh in me, 
G4 that 
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that mine cycs ſhew this preſent weakenefle, tince the party 
you mentioned, vvhem I aboue the world aftc&ed , =_ 
with his remembrance cauſe in mee  farre greater ef- 
feats 2 and theretore I moſi humbly befcech you, not to 
afflit my wearicd ſpirits, by any further inquiries into that 
particular : when ending,vvith anew beginning of teares, 
his grictc ſcrucd as ſharpe fpurres to haften Gerardo's de» 
fixes, vvho forthe ſame cauſe that rerarded the Pigrims 
Nartration,was more carneſily perſwaded, that ſome diſa. 
firous accident had befalne his old acquaintance: and with 
the like ſorrow (though diſſembling it in his lockes ) hee 
once againe aduentured. The ſtri& triendfhip which hath 
beene betwixt Zeriano and my felfe,more then impertinene 
curioſitie,obligeth me, that (not obeying your command) 
| re-intreat you, todcliuer meefrom the mortall doubr in 
which I remaine, by ſatisfying mee, (though it bee ſome- | 
thing = I dare aſſure you that to giue you caſe, | 
I would hazard my perſon for you,as alfo for my deare and 
louing friend Laske for; and lermce tell you that Leriano 
hath not a greater inthe vvorld then my ſclte, nor one that 


it more vnfainedly owes himſeruice;for ſuch aremy engage» £ 
Fits ments, as extend to no leſſe then debt of lite, T 
bg If chat be ſo,faid the ſad Pilgrim ſomewharmore cheerc- ( 
Ji 4 fully , you arc (doubtleſle) Gerardo of whoſe maruellous 1 
1 Story I haucofren heard our deare friend make mention. u 


| gi | Though I purpoled (ſaid Gerardo) whilſt a iranger in theſe y 
Ws parts, to haue concealed my name, ( becing but in Pilgri- Cl 


mage as it were like you)yet that you may not deny me the 0! 
fauour I require,] muſt not hide the truth from you : and 

therefoxe you may know mee for the ſame party , your af 
ſcruant; and ſince wee are both true profeRt ſriends to Le- he 


14an0,1 ſhould be glad you would clleeme me fo., and not CC 
excuſe what I hauc ſo carneftly entreated, Here the Pil- al 
grime 
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grime roſe vp, and with a lefle cloudy countenance, ſpred- 
ding both Armes,came toward Gerardo, ſaying , Belecue 
me, Nobleſt Sir, As great was my deſire of knowing , as 
the happineſſe comfortable of ſecing you; giue mee thoſe 
valorous Armes of yours,let mec embracethe liuely Re- 
reſenter of my truce Friend, whom,booteleſle I at preſent 
waylez 'twere idle in mee now not to obey before you 
ſhould command (though I muſt indure a rigorous Tor- 
ment in the recounting ot paſt accidents) and the greater, 
ſince ofneceſliic : for intraduQion to your friends ſad dil- 
aſter, I muſt mention one of the wotulleſt Tragedies that 
hath truely and really happened to mortall man in theſe 
times : and fo ſaying, ready he was to haue begun, burno- 
tice being given that Supper was comming, by common 
conſent, the ery was deterred till after , ro the ſuſpicious 
Gerards's griefe , and the reli ofthe companies, thoughin 
different reſpects. So ſupper ended,the bow taken away, 
and all of them attentiuely (ilent, the mournefull Pilgrime 
thus began : , , 
Thotk I may well ( illuſtrious company)bee diſtoira- 
ged to proceed in my promiſed 20s ys as well for re- 
nuing my immenſe ſorrow,as alſo for the danger I may vn- 
dergoe , there becing ſome one amongſt you, that may 
iuſtly for his friend taxe me of wrong z yet relying on the 
innocence of mine owne breſt', - and the nobleneſle of 
yours , I ſhall make good my purpoſe, giuing a ſiriCt ac- 
connt of my vnfortunate ſucceſſes; yea,the whole progreſſe 
of my life,cnen tothe inſtant you behold me in. k 
Firſi,knowthen, that my Mother in her vnhappy labour, 
after herdeliueric of me, dyed: (I not deſeruing to know 
her) ſo from my tender infancy, I was ſubicto all the dil. 
cmminatiibe children are,wanting the carefull eye of 
alouing Mother, howſocuer my education becing in = 
mr 


—_— 


90 GERARDO 


plentifull houſe of Angels Milanes my father , that want 
was vvell qualified. The hearty affeQion hee cuer bore his 
loyall Spouſe,produced ſo heauy effeQts in his ſad remem- 
brance by her fatallablence, that no company or enter- 
tainment able toyecld him comfort, he became (like one 
of another world)extremely penſariue; but finding that the 
place where he was, where he had paſt his youth with a lo- 

ving Wife, might bee che chicfeſt renucr of his 
ſorrow ; o—— with —_— n haue this incon- 
ueniencec farther off , ious Occan be. 
twixt him and home: Cen Coldthe beſt part of his 
rich $,and turning the monies into Merchandize, 
he imbarqued himſelfe in a tall well-rigged Ship for the 
Weſt-Indics,and fo to the rich Province of Pers, where 
being with proſperous Gales, after a double Voyage, fafe- 
ly arriued, landing his commodities, hee made of them a 
angel rw» jonny and loading his Ship backe 
Chime remaining bchinde)/ he conſigned her to Sex), 
where the aboord , the retnainder of his Eſtate xt 
home, and my felfe, were commmred to the c of a 
Brother of his my Vonkle ; and now ( by reafon of his ri- 
ches & content in thoſe remote parts) we defpaited ofhis 
returne for a long time ; and ſurely there he might hane rill 
this time ſtaid,ifheaven had not changed his porpoſe , as 
you ſhall fee the occaſion of this ateration proceeding 
from a certaine Caſtihan Gentleman, vf the Imperiall Citie 
of Toledo(called Leonardo Argemtine) who , hauing prodi- 
gally waſtcd a faire Eſtate his inheritance , ſeeing Fimfelfe 
almoſt ruined , and his Noble Family hane ſcarce where- 
withall to paſſe a moderate being / raking vp in time before 
all was conſumed) with goed (though neceffitous advice) 
he reſolued vpon the ſame Voyage that my Father had 
formerly done before him, leauing the loue _—_— 
is 


—— 


|= OO o 


/ CCS 


The -onfortunate Spaniard. ot 


his Wile , with a grieued heart for his departure, and a 
beaurifull young Daughter called I/Zaars,the onely Pledge 
and comfort of his cares; and though her teares and ren- 
der ighes might in the occaſion haue mehed even Mar- 
ble ; yet, inthe reſolute Leenardey they workt no effet ; fo 
his attlited VVife was forced to licence him , for a limited 
time of ſcycn yecrcs : and then putting the halfe of his e- 
ſite into fiocke and goods, the reſt with his Wife and 

, he made ouer to the charge and fidelitic, of an 
old truſty ſeruant, whom hee loucd as an adopred ſonne , 


which, and the being a loyall 3;/fcayner by birth , made the 
—_—_— Gentleman rely the mow vpon his faith 


His fortune afterward, or rather my ill tarres, 
him ta the end of his intended Voyage : and ha- 
uving made ſale of his few commodities , {etin vvithall 
ſome kinde of imployment, as preſuming vpon the ability 
of In. hecame in oat rantbchcin 
as (having loſt his Bailiffke and Overſeer of his 
Herds, newly dead) was hearkening after another , and b 
accident they both mer (my Father as well fatisfide vvi 
Leonardo's perſon and preſence, as the other with his affa-. 
ble and us diſpoſitien:) wherefore ſtriking vp on 
both lides, for the manner of ſeruice and recom ,he 
remained with him, and ſocarcfully diſcharged his durie, 
that in ſhort time my Father might ſee the increaſe of that 
eſtate that was vnder his hands, with ſo plentifull an in- 
come, thatnow he himſelfe (though preſent) began to for- 
get and giue ouer all toile , dif-burdening his cares vpon 
gens ſhoulders, with whoſe vigilancic hee liued at 
e 
All this while our Bayliffe forgets nor the intent of his 
Voyage, noxthoſe Pledges that expeRted himar _—_ 
or 
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for with his owne ſtocke, rogether wich my Farhers boun- 
tic, he had now gotten a good eſtate of money and goods 
together, multiplying the ſame yeerely , by the great and 
rich fraights thar yeerely paſſed betwixt S patne and the 1n- 
dies: ſo that beferc his ſcuen yeeres were accompliſhed, he 
was eſteemed one of the richeſt men in the Kingdome, 
which made him thinke vpon his rerurne and Countrey : 
and in this minde,oneday as my Father and he were alone, 
he made knowne his purpoſe vnto him ; which vvhen hee 
heard, I cannot expreſle the reſentment it cauſed in his paſ- 
fion ; and hoping yet that his entreaties might diſſwade 
Leonardo,he ſought all he could(all in vaine) to dinert him: 
and yet the other fearing to bee thought vngratefull for ſs 
many benefits recciued,if he ſhould not ſomething ſatisfie 
with the iuſt cauſe of his departure, after hee had made 
knowne his rightname and qualitie z withall,what Pledges 
he had left bekinde, that long leoked for his returne; ſo cf- 
fc&uall and powerfull were his reaſons,that my Father had 
not a vvord to reply againſt them : and the diſcharge hee 
_—_ not K9/ & alone in my Father,but obliged 
im alſo to beare him company, awaking in his heart the 
dead affeion of his houſe and home. And fo refolued on 
their Voyage, againſt the going of the next Fleete; ir. the 
Interim, they had leiſure, ro exchange, ſell and pur off, all 
their goods and cattell, which to an incredible number 
they had in thoſe parts ; ſo that not long after, with two 
Ships richly laden, and a proſperous Voyage, they arriued 
at the famous Port of Saint Luczr,of which we his kindred 
having had former notice,by the arrivall ofa Barke of ad- 
uice, vverethere in arcadineſle to receive him,My Father, 
before they came on ſhore,taking him, whom hee held as 
his beſt friend, ro him in private thus diſcourſed: 
Mot aſluredI am, friend Leonardo, that you are ſuffici. 
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ently pertwaded of my loue and affeftion, as I of yours,in 
which particular you cannot excecde me ; I would there- 
fore that no humane accident ſhould dif-linke this our a- 
mity,or that by abſence it ſhould any way beſlackned. 1o 
make it the more laſting and perfe&: I have thought vpon 
a meanes, your fclfe conſenting,that ſhall make that, not 
onely whilſt we lie, firme, bur ſtrengthen it in our poſterity, 
by mixing our blouds, and conforming with my defire, by 
giuing your only daughter to my only fon Roberto Milanes 
ſuch is my vafortunatename) to Wife z which ma 

n take effe,it Heauen haue been pleaſed to bleſſe theſe 
our Pledges, withthe life that we deſire : I ſhall bee glad 
herein to receive your reſolution. 

Leonardo's anſwere was, to caſt himſclfe at my Fathers 
feere (hiseyes ſtarting our teares of content)aud muſtering 
vp the ſeuerall delights of his ſoule, with words worthy his 
nobleneſſe, after hc had extolled = Father in his ations, 
henot onely offered him his onely Daughter,which he de- 
manded for me; but ioynd to it anew& tranſcendent pro- 
teſtation,of goods, life and honour: and ſo embracing cach 
other,on ſhore they came, to our infinite content that ex- 
peed him,who had now beene cightcene yeeres from his 
natiue ſoyle, my ſelfe being about fixe yeeres of Age when 
he left Spaine. I forbearero exprefle my owne ioy, which 
he may onely conceive, 'thatknowes whatit is to bee the 
fole ſonne of a Father. 

Wee ſtayednot long in the Port; for fuch was my Fa- 
thers longing, to ſce bis deſired home,that we were quick- 
ly at Sexs/, where , I being acquainted with his minde , 
touching the match, diſpoſed my ſelfe like a dutifull fonne, 
to obe bis command, preparing my lelte, vvith all alacri- 
tic tothe iourney z in the meane time, that a Poſt was now 
returned,ſent by Leonards, as (oone as he came on a 
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his City,and home, with the nzwes of his landing,and the 
Poſts rcturne as it gaue my Farther-in-Law infinite con- 
tent by hearing of his deare Wife and Daughter ; fo it 
cauſed no lefſe in me to bee informed by the Meſſenger 
tothe full of my deſire, of my Spoulſc her excellent parts, 
and admirable nie ; which 1 made mee ſtand vpon 
thornes till I might depart, though my Father-in-law loſt 
no time for vs both : and ſending before him the beſt part 
of his goods and treaſure , and after taking a paſsionate 
leauc of his dearely intimare friend my Father, ſetting 
downe the day of my ſetting forward,by ſuch time as we 
ſhould heare of his arriuall at home, hee betooke him to 
his way ; and comming in tew daycs to his journeys end. 
Conſider, worthy Gentles, if, at his welcomming, thoſe 
ancient teares for his departure might be renued, though 
producing at preſent a more different effec. 

My Father-in-law with the all encreaſe he found 
in his houſe, aſwell of the ſmall eftarte hee left , as+«the rare 
beauty and diſcretion of his beloued 1/daura, health , and 
content of his Wife, ſervants and whole Familie ; ludge 
whether he could chuſe but reſt moſt thankefully obliged 
togracious Heauen, to whoſe goodneſle, yeelding a due 
acknowledgement, he gave notice to his VVite, of the in- 
tended match ; and finding her,conformableto his wiſh,to 
the generall gladneſſe of his houſhold,and friends, hee,be- 
gan to prepare for the enſuing _— The day of my 
departure now at hand, with my Fathers bleſſing , and a 
| leaue taken of yours and my deare friend Lerians, accom- 
panicd with a ſeruant or two, in fouredayes Pofts, I came 
in ſight of the ancient walles of Teleds, my Wife and her 
Father, Countrey and Manſion, where becing arriued and 
at the houſe, in ſicad of a ioyfull receptacle, I found it no- 
thing buta harbour of gricte,tcares, and confuſed po 

(a thing 
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(a thing that cauſed great amazement in mee) though 

when the owners knew of my arriuall, I was by them ioy- 

fully welcomed ( my preſence being an cuident comfort to 

the ſorrow that atflicted them) of which I needed no 0- 

thcr information , then to ſee the dead body of their old 

ſcruantherruſtic Bi/cayner ſhewed me, which was laid vn- 

der a blacke Herſe, ftrooke thorow with fiue cruell wounds, 

found carly that m— laid at the firect doores thres 

ſhold, and wrapped ina bloudy ſheete , not any ſo much 

as imagining, who,how,or when hee ſhould be thus la- 

menaably burchered,, though extraordinary fcarch had 

been made to finde out the Avthoar. They told mec how 

had himvp from a little one, how much 

they loned bimfor his good ſeruice, how faithfull hee had 

beene inhis Maſters abſence, and whata m.iffe by his death 

chey-were like trohaue of him; ſo that (all conſidered) me 

their griefe was not exorbitant, and ſatisfide, for 

that which otherwiſe had been ſomewhat of the lighteſt, 

my welcome. Thus by this accident,my marriage was two 

daycs longer adiourned,whichto me were yeeres of redi- 

ous prolixitic: for hauing gotten a gracious ſight of my 

new Miftris, my ardent defires,incited by ſo much beaury, 
increaſt in me with more violence. 

Art length the prefixed day came, together with the wi-- 
ſhed night, in which having to my vnſpeakeable ioy rea- 
ped from my Bride the ſweer fruit , amorouſly paſling the 
reſtof it, at length (our bodies mutually in cach others 
Armesenterlaced) we fell aſleepe, Butnot long were our 
weary limmes laid to foft reſt, when my Wife with her 
hands and ſudden affrighting ſhrickes awoke mee, and 
lowd lowd crics raiſed mee to the helpe of her Fathers 
houſe, that was now all on a light flame; at which I was ſo 
aſtoniſht, that without ſo much as a queſtion, taking my 
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nigit-gowne, L nimbly leapt out ofthe Chamber ,. vvhere 
the {moake and ſpaikles of the vntamed Element, that 
eucn now mounted yp to it's owne Sphere , euen blinded 
me; and running vvhere the flame was greateſt , _ 
ſee my Father and Mother gotten thither, and the re of 
the houſe alſo, by which time the Bels had giuen their ac- 
cuſtomed ſignall of the danger ; whereupon(the acigh- 
bourhood and Citie allin a confuſed vproare ) vvith their 
helpe,the mercileſſe flames vvere ſoone humbled, All our 
houſe vvas nothing bur noiſe, vvringing and wailing ; in 
midſt of vvhich, 1 might moſt lowdly heare my wives 
ſcrieches, that, fearing lcii ſome diſaſter had befalne her , 
finding her quickly our by the eccho of her ſhrill cryes, 1 
might view her ſupported by her Mother, having falne in a 
deepe fwounc intoher Armes,not farre from a deep Well, 
about yvhich, divers of the ſeruants were gotten together 
vvith much ſtirre ; vvhercupon, ſeeing my I/daure inſo fad 
plight, my torment increaſt, and the more,vvhen they told 
me the cauſe of her ſudden diſmaying , no lefle vvofull 
they the lamentable end of the- vahappie Br/cayner ; for a 
handſome diſcreet maid-ſcruant ot hers, following his vn- 
Juckie fate , a little before I came , hauing been carne(tto 
draw water ro quench the fire ( whether vvith ſome tright 
or other accident falling in) in an inſtanc (there being no 
meanes to fauc her) vvas drowned : and becing within a 
vvhile after drawne vp, my Wife and Mothers moancs 
were againe renued , and ſo extremely, in reſpeQof rheir 
loue tothe poore Wench brought vp fi6a child by them, 
that I thoughrit impoſſible ro comfort themyeſpecially for 
me,that in ſuch caſes needed it as vvell,as much my ſclte, 
Bur time cured in them their griefes , though with mee 
they are (ti]l preſentz neither can I torget thoſe propheti, 
call boadings of my vvretched marciage (vvhich thus ac, 
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compliſhed) and not long aſter,my Father with diuers Let- 
ters haſtning our departure, taking leaue of my 1/daara's 
friends, with much gricte wee parted , hauing the good 
Lerians in our ours ar who vvas now ( returned from 
Court) bound vvith vs for Sexil, from whence ſome little 
vyhile after me, he had formerly abſented himſclfe. Hee 
camethus ſeaſonably to Toleds, and ſo we had a moſi plea- 

" ſing iourney, vnderſtanding from him , by the vvay, your 
vnhappie misfortunes. Arlaſt wee arriued at our home , 
where we were ſtill expeQed, and by my Father welcomed, 
vvhere 1ſdexrs with the daintics and varictie of the place, 
quickly forgot her abſent Parents and kindred. 

And hauing for our better freedome taken a houſe to 
live in apart from my Father, we vvere often viſited by my 
worthy friend Ler:azo:{o vvell and happily liued I with my 
loued wife,that I could ſcarce be from her fighta minure ; 
thoſe faire eyes beeing the Adamants that attrafted my 
vvhole content, Butcruell fortune would not allow mee 
many yeeres of this proſperous eſtate , as, cnuious of the 
firmeneſle of our amorous quier. | 

Ax this time LZeriazs's friendſhip and mine vvas as 
Airi,as on both ſides equally requited, not a day cſcaped 
vs, in which one of vs calur not the other, cicher he com- 
ming to my houſe, orl going to his lodging z ourloue fo 
reciprocall, as had one vvombe at firſt owned vs, or the 
ſelfe-ſame blood giuen vs nouriſhment. 

One day amongſt others, in which it was not poſlible 
for Lerians to ſee inc, or for me to meete with him, each 
of vs (Louer-like ) icalous of cach other, and both arttri- 
buting'to negle& , were willing with the ſame intent to 
meet in our obligations. 


c So ſomwhat late at night, I went to ſtay for him at his lod- 
1. ging,& hero my home to expe me,where he found that 
c. H my 
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my loued 1/4awra, having not beene very well, was gone 
to bed, and cntertaining the time with her in my abſence, 
ſtayed thus expeing mee till night beganne to bee very 
farre ſpentz when I (perceiuing alſo his lay ) remicted 
for that time my hope of ſecing him ; and returning to 
wy houſe, found the doore locked, ( a thing vnuſuall, 1 
from home) and hauing diuers times knocked, wondring 
atthe delayes, and ſuſpitious for fo light a matter, F pee» 
ped at aſmall chinke of the doore to lee what might bee 
the cauſe : but would Heaven, I had beene blinde , vvhen 
I was thus curious; a ſhee-flaue I might fee comming 
downe ſtaires toletmee in , and behinde her a man,vvho 
being beneath, croſſed toward my Garden doore , which 
bred ſuch an afteniſhing alteration within mee as you 
may caſily ſuppoſe; inthus amazement, as ſoone as I was 
centred, I ruſhed after into the Garden, wherel might per- 
cciue the partie running to hide himſelfe amongſt certaine 
thicke Myrtles,which ſooner then my ſpeed were the cauſe 
of his vntimely death ; for being intangled in thoſe thicke 
boughes, vnableto ſtand vpon his Guard,with my ſword 
drawne , I gaue himthree deſperate thruſts, not heeding 
his calling me by name, or crying out to hold , cill falli 
to the ground, I knew him , whom ſo inhumanelyT h 
laid at my feete to be my beſt of friends, my Leriano, And 
being fully aſſured of it , letting fall the weapon from my 
angry arme, I remained az necre death, as hee that lay be- 
fore mee, who now with a faint and languiſhing voice , 
defired me to get a Confeffor to him ; 1 loſt my ſences , 
and withthe wicked A& was readic to runne madde, at 
ſuch time as in theſe laſt accents of his, 1might heare 
mine owne miſchiefe , and my friends innocence. 
How hath heauen ſuffered , deare Roberto, that at this 
time your friendly {word ſhould become my homicide ? 
in 
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in what had yourLer:ao offended you,that you thould take 
ſo raſh a revenge on him 2? Butalas, why complaine I of 
you,whom I pardon my death?an vnneceffary diligence ot 
mine @wne gave way to it, ſprung from a wary care of your 
vviſe, vvholec faith royou hath equalled ky , the 
vvhich, (heaven can witneſle) cowards you, hath eucr been 
.ingiolable. Bur his ſwift Fate, allowing him not a minutc 
longer to expound his intricate meaning, clozing his c- 
clipledeyes,he gaue vp his ſpirits in my armes, mine being 
ſo much tormented, that fure I had then followed him,had 
I beene fully ſatisfied inthe icalous doubrs that afflicted 
me; to vvhich end leauing my dead friend , to my VWifes 
chamberl went, whom neither thereqnor any where elſe 1 
could find, onely the ſqueaking and noyſe of her maydes 
even rent my heart, who crying outon their Miſtris, dou« 
bled my difiraQion, and ſtill increaſt it, when one of them 
ſaid, I/lawrs had caft her ſelfe our of the vvindow in her 
ſmecke, aſſo6ne as ſhe heard the good Lerrizno cry out,and 
the vnhappy newes of his innocent death, fearing iufily her 
owne, from my indignation, vvhich (though taultleſſe) 
might "gh nher. I beganto demand the cauſe , why 
Leriene hid himſelfe :they told me, 'rwas at her inftance;for 
being (as you heard) in diſcourſe vvith her, when ſhe heard 
me knockeat the doore , knowing it to bee ſhut (though 
through the forgerfulneſle of her ſeruants)thinking the no- 
uelrie, and Zerians's vnreaſonable company might ingen- 
derſome baſe ſuſpitien againft her honeſly ; not calling to 
mind, that brotherly affe ion berweene vs , ſhe grewlo ti- 
merous, that /vvithour berter aduice) by pure intreaties ſhe 
commanded the vnwilling Lerzano to that miſcrable ſhift : 
for thus euer raſhneſſe drawes on ſuch heauy miſchicfes. -. 
Conſider, Gentlemen, I beſeech you , whether my hand 
were faulty, or his indiſccetion rather, that vvould _ - 
H 2 clte 
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ſelfe ro be guided by rhe fcarctull counſcll of au atflited 
vvoman, 

Heauen can witnes ſor me, that as oft as I reſolue in m 
ſad fancic, the diſaſtrous end of my deare friend, lam wil 
ling to inflit the like on my (elfe, (though in all equity And 
rigour l am reſerued from it.) But the loue I borghim obs 
ligeth me to ſuch a determination,fince I may truly affitm, 
that the knowne affeQion I ought my louing vvite, had no 
aduantage ouer his and mine : of her I neither heard or 
knew any thingzand for inquiring was ſaued a labour,bein 
neceſlarily inforcedto ſhift for mine owne lifezwhich L dice 
getting aſloone as I could, out of my troubled houſe into a 
charitable Covent of Cartha/ian Monkes; by whom I was 
molt courteouſly received; aſſuring mee, that I ſhould re- 
maine in quiet SanQuary with them, free from any trouble 
for my misfortune. There I was for ſome dayes viſited by 
my friends, aſwell as ſpyed and hearkened after by mine e> 
nemics: for though euen in their paſſion my innocence 
might haue ſaued me, yet they would not affoord mee the 
leaſt credit in my accidentall miſhap. 

AwhilcaſterI had thus reſted in SanQuary , my wife 
heard had alſo taken refuge at a Monaſtery of Nunnes, 
called Berhlem; for hauing (as you heard ) thatnight leapt 
into the ſtreet, not knowing whither to go, ſhee centred the 
ficſt houſe (he ſaw open, and being received by the owner, 
when they knew her , and vnderſiood of the pitifull accir 
dent; and vvithall, the ftri&t ſearch,that aſwell by my order, 
as neceſlary obligation of Iuſtice was made for her, they 
thought beſt re condu@ her to that Monaſtery ; from 
whenceT had preſent notice, and then my mind began to 
recoucr ſome {mall reſt; though it continued but awhile, 
con{idering how wy hard fortune began againe rororment 
we , Thelc grieuous,and ſcarce to bee imagined —_— 


— 
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fo vvrung thetender heart of my beloued I/danra, that ha- 
ſtened by the terrible bruiſe ſhereceiued in her fall , vnablc 
now to auoid Heauens decree , (hee fell into a deſperate 
ſickneſſe; vvith vvhich, and the continuall remembrance of 
her rormenting thoughts terribly aſſaulted , conſidering 
her ſelfe now in the tongues of the giddy Multicude, her 
honour and repuration in the duſt,the pangs of death haſte- 
ned vpon her ; alittle before herend ſhe called the Abbeſle 
to her, and giuing her a Lenter cloſely ſealed, carneſily de- 
ſiced, it a be ſafely conueyed vnto me, vyhereſocuer 1 
vverez vvhich came to my hands, iuſt as the newes of her la« 
mentable death to my care. I need not here paint out my 
ſoulcs griefe, orloſle of fences; for certainly the becing de- 
priued of them, vvas the defence of my lite, vvbich as yer 
is but a living death, for the owners greater puniſhmen: : 


.and now to giue ſome reliefe ro my memory, vvith the de- 


fired end of this miſerable Story, the remainder you ſhall 
hayc intheſclaſt Lines of hers; vvhich Paper, fora deare 
pledge, in remembrance of the Writer, ſhall ſerue me as a 
companion, till Deſtiny vvith her morrall ſtroke dinide vs. 
And this ſaid, tothe wonderfull copaſſion of the ſuſpence- 
full Auditors, vnbucroning his coorſe haire-cloth weed, he 
drew out of his boſome, a neatly-wrought filuer Boxe; and 
from within that, a Letter ; vvhich vawrapping, and vvith 
_ ſad teares kiſſing, he read out in this manner follow- 


Iſdaurato Roberts. 


THe timeart length is come, Deare Spouſe, that I muſt 
_» pay that vnpardonable debt, from whoſe rigorous ex- 
ecution nane can be exempted; and though (as mortall) I 
teele and feare the affrighting trance, yet he knowes, vvho 

H 3 CX- 


—— 


mt. — 


IOzL GERARDO, 


expecsto be my Ludge, that the for-cuer leauing your ami- 
able company, isthe greateſt rorment that on carth afflits 
my ſoulc, vvhich vvcepes at this bitter farewell , it cannot 
ſee yer, and a little inioy your feMe; the better to ſatisfie 
your doubtfull opinion, and confirme my inculpable loy- 
alty, vvhich trom the ficſt houre of our Matrimony hath c- 
uer beene inviolable. And fince itis now high time tode- 
liver truthes, (the diſcouery of my fad hcarts fecrers bcin 
ſo neceſſary to my ſoules ſaluation) it ſhall be fitting, loue 
Owner mine, that the vverld and you, now at lenge pri- 
uy toa ſecret; which, tothe too long preiudice of my ſoule 
and conſcience, L haue hitherto cencealcd. Paſſc but your 
eycs ouertheſc laft Lines, and you ſhall be ſatisfied rouch- 
ing an offence of mine,(ifthat might be thought ſs to your 
honour, vvhich was executed againſt my will and conſent, 
and without the interuention of Matrimony) though T pare 
aſlured of your good conſtruftion, and mine owne inno- 
cence in this particular; for yvith you and the world, mine 
honour ſhall reſt in its true worth vnblemiſhed. 

I preſume, loued Roberto, you hauc not forgotten your 
fiſt —_ welcome to my fathers houſe, (the {ad forerun» 
ner happely of theſe preſent ills.) You may alſo remem- 
ber what diligence was vſed to find out the murderer of our 
Steward and ſcruant the Biſcayner , though to ſmall pur- 
poſe, fince it was neuer knowne, nor would till the day of 
ludgement, if mine now, ſwiftly approching, did not me- 
nace me; for this laſt eternall _ enforceth mee to de- 
clare my ſelfe his murdreſſe. I (hall carry to the Soueraigne 
Tribunal] for my diſcharge, (though my repentance be the 
greateſt) his bold and trecherous attempt : Know then,my 
beſt Signiorgthatno ſooner came the arriuall of my Father, 
together with the reſolution of my intended Matrimony to 


that mans notice; vvhen, to our no ſmall — fell 
| ud- 
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ſuddenly ſicke in bed of a flow, bur rormenting Feuer : my 
Parents,that loued him as their owne, perceiving his dan- 
ger, ſought to get him ſome helpe, though no Phiſician in 
Toledo could apply the leaft remedy : they concluded, that 
his ſickneſſe was onely of Melancholy,vvhich making vs ſo 
in generall for him, increaſed in the ficke man more and 
more, till the night before your arriuall, he broke his mind 
ro me, and to my coſt, made knowne his infirmity. 

About midnight, mine eyes willing to reft,as being long 
kept waking with the thought of your arriual,I might heare 
ſome paces in my Chamber, and calling my drowſie ſen- 
cest r, liking vp my face, ithad like to haue encoun- 
ered with the ficke mans; at whoſe ſuddenapproch, 1 was 
nothing diſmayed, as nothing miſdoubting his intents, ra- 
ther like a fiſter I fel a chiding him for this exceſſe (ignorant 
ofhis )ro which, wit an inward ,and furious 
lookes nail'd to my eyes, hethus a. : 

However, /ſdzars, there be no helpe for mee, but what 
muſt come from thoſe tender hands,(my life lying in them) 
| thouthat oweſt meſo much, wile not vngratefull to 
my good deedes and ſeruice,though thy cruel parents thus 
hardly intreat me. Who would have thought of thy Fa- 
ther, that hee ſhould ſo vnthankefully haue recompenced 
the paines, which in thy education, and honeſt ſuſtainin 
his family.in his abſence, I haue vndergone: onely becauls 
I hoped toreape the benefit in thy amiable deſired compa- 
nie, which vniuſtly, my //dazrs, he deprives mee of? This 
is my torment, the miſchicfe and fickneſle that afflits me; 
which, as time runnes on, ſothat increaſeth; and the more, 
by thy growing neerer to bee in anothers power: I come 
therefore, prepared , not to leaue this roome, till I haue 
health, by hauing thee for mine, though it coſt me my life, 
if inthy preſence I muſt loſe it, whichis the antidote and 
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wholclome Phiſician to my mind. Thy husband I muſt be, 
Gnce Heauen to-mee alone hath reſcrued the happineſſle : 
thy faire hand muſt be the anſwer,deferrenot then my blel- 
ſing, for I feare no refuſall, fince in mine owne will hes the 
ſatisfaQtion ofmy deſtre, I (hall make no doubt with this 
Ponyard to kill you, if percciue bur the leaſt contradiftie 
on; anddcawing a (ſharpe Dagger, claps it to my breſi, ta 
my no ſinall amazement : for ſcarce could I giue credit to 
the ſucceſle of what Law before me : the very Chamber 
{cemedto ſhake with my feare ; and long it was, ere my 
tongue could viter ſo much as the leaſt Syllable : on one 
fide mine honours danger tormented me, on the other , a 
female cowardize;I began tothinke on ſome {leight thar 
might either deferre my death , or preſerue my. chaſtity : 
and to this purpoſe ſought to diſſwade him from his, not 
- ſo much as vilitying his treachery , rather making bim a 
thouſand promiles, with fained oathes, to be his. wife, and 
toyntly (becauſe ſuppoled that might content him) gaue 
him my hand; which he no ſooner got , but mee witball in 
his armes; till at laſt, wanting breath and courage to de- 
fend my ſclfe, he had his will , making mee ſubic& to his 
luſt. Burt juſt Heauens, to whoſe ſoucraigne goodnefle the 
dumbe complaints of my wofull heart had now aſcended, 
would not permita due puniſhment for ſo baſe a faQ ro be 
deferred; of which, my hands and his dagger were the exe- 
cutioners : for no ſooner bad ſoft reſt taken truce with his 
Lſcivious fury, (ſecure that hee (lept in his wues armes) 
when, ation! by my diſhonour,and the dolorous re- 
ſentment of my Parents, my feminine feare putting on a 
maſculine courage, and wholly diſpoſed to a bloody re- 
uenge,taking the tharpe dagger,which before was a bridle 
to my reliſtance, and thruſting him tothe heart, thwarting 
Allo bus body with many other wounds , I openeda wide 
paſſage 
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paſſage ro-that infidell ſoule ; and dragging the wretched 


ie,weltring in goare-blood, wrapping it (as well as I 
could emrbeing percciued) ina theet, left it ypon the 
threſhold of our ſtreer daore. My misfortunes fo ſtopped 
not, rather with your comming they increaſt, in ſuch ma- 
ner, that but for fearc of hell fire , I had ſacrificed mine 
owne life, ſeeing my ſclte ſo neerea knowne infamy. Bur 


the comfort of a maid of mine, changed that deſperate t- 


ma z one, that was my companion from a child, 
and as then Secretary to my moſt hidden thoughts : 


though this (as being of fo great conſequence)] teared to 
make knowne vnto her; bur rave arg extreme 
vexation , wondred much, (7s thinkiug Ihad now moſt 
reaſon to-be ioyfull) and ſo with louing intreaties reque- 
ſed the cauſe of my gricfe, and I (for now neceſsitic 
no law with me) making choice of Is{i« for a dead lifr, ſa. 
tisfied of her true affection, told her the occaſion of my 
diſtration, but without any mention of the Biſcaywer, laid 
my diſhonourto anothers charge, relying wholly v 
her } ca for my liues remedy;and fo with.the pitrifulleſt 
reaſons that the neceſsity of time would permit me, I rc- 
duced her tomy will, preparing herto make good my de- 
fe, with the integririe of her honeſty, which (I nothing 
doubted) but was entire. Ialis could not but refuſe the 
r, aſwell for her loſle, as other vncertaintics of the 
ſucceſle. Butto free mee (out of her loue) from ſuch a 
ſkrair, made her ſhut her eycs;and ſo my plot rooke effect: 
for hauing the night of our marriage, placed 1«/4s behina 
ourbed Curtaines, and faining modeſtic,commanded the 
lights to be put our, darkneſle fauouring, and alis ſupply- 
ing my roome neither-was the deceit knowne, nor you 
perceived the exchange. 


Not long after, (h cbelike either wearicd, or taken with 
the 
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the ſweet of ſo much pleaſure, contrary to the order Ihad 
eiuen, fell aſleepe, and now I knew not which in mee was 
moſt, my icalouſic or feare , and my rage increaſcd the 
more, when (hearing the Clocke ſtrike three)I ſaw o lit- 
tle memory in her of my danger. This and the difhculry 
of waking Croton being perceiued by you, made me 
vndergo as deſperate a courle, as that of the Br/ceywer : for 
without berter aduice, or more delay, beginning at the di- 
ning roomes Tapiſtry, witha Torch, I by chance found 
lighted,Ifer irall on firegtil it was almoſt conſumed;and hoy 
ping that with the vprore, (my Father and the whole heuſe 
raiſed) you would take no notice of ought but my cries, 
embracing you cloſcly, and crying, Fire, fire : you awoke, 
and frighttully leapt our _ bed and the chamber; lea- 
uing me with Iz/z4,and ſo ſenfible of the miſchiefe,thar/ by 
her negleR) I was forced to,that I was ready to haue runne 
her thorow with your ſword. This juſt anger of mine was 
furthcred with the remembrance of what might hereafter 
enſue, tothinke I ſhould hauc her a Corriual in my defires, 
and (taking herto be too ſhallow a veſle! for my ſecrers)the 
martrer at leaſt was doubrfull, and I like ro become a flaue 
to her litle conſtancie,which neceflity had made me ſubi-& 
to. This ſorrowful thought till purſued me,whilſt youand 
the reſi ofthe Family were quenching the violent flames; 
and ſo vnder colour of helping, taking «lis by the hand,we 
went downe, vvhere the ſeruants were haftily drawing vva- 
ter; and as they went and came, laying hold vpon a fit op- 
pany. free from the confuſion I was in , bidding 
#/; draw me alittle water; whilſt ſhe vvas performing it, 
with a ſmall puſh I coppled her into the deepe Well; where 
giuing her leaue awhile te ſtruggle with her laſt agonie, 
when I ſuppoſed her to be throughly dead,diſſembling my 
cruel] ingratitude, crying out vvith fained teares, aſwell to 
wy 
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my parents, as your ſclfc and the reſt] made /a/2's mistor- 
rune as caſuall, and my ſorrow to bee true, infallibly belee- 
ued. This diuclliſh aR, this horrid finne,isthat which now 
lights to her ſhame, and heauy diſhonour, on your vntor- 
tunate vviſe, vvho hath euer truly loued and - cn} you, 
as Heauen can witneſſe, And therefore vvith this laſt A- 
dicu, deare Signior, live happy and affured , that by mee, 
your henonr hath no whit beene blemiſhed; rather, not- 
withſtanding my affront, I hauc giuen this lateſt teſtimony, 
deſiring aboue all things, that you ſhould be fully ſatisfied: 
which if you be, (if in this gricuous departure there may be 
comfort) my ſad ſoule ſhall haue ir; the caze of which Ire- 
commend to your loue and Chriftian zeale , by giuing the 
cleareſ\ ſatisfaQtion you can, for the two former murders, 
as alſo for the laſt accident which not leaſt torments me. 


Here ceafed that happy fſoule , here it leftthe rare and 
beautifull Vrne her Corps: and here, noble Gentlemen, 
my patience quite ſpunne out, in this habit you ſee,and this 
company , I left Seex/, determining in this peregrination 
to end my loathed lite if, worthy Gerardo, you pretend not 
to reuenge your deare friends misfortunes on my head,that 
it ſelfe at your feer. Vith theſe words the 
gricued Roberts ended his mournfull tale, vvith ſuch plenty 
of teares, thatthe ſpeRators could not but beare him a lir- 
tle company with theirs ; till awhile after, Gerardo, drying 
his eyes, vttered theſe words : 

You have taken, Signior, ſo cruell a revenge ypon your 
ſelfe, with ſo lamentable ſucceſle, that,had you beene moſt 
faulty in Leriano's death , you hauc left no one part abour 
you whole, where a ſatisfaRtion may be had : For my part 
reſi ſecure, that though my friends ſad fate haue gricued 
my very ſoule, yer your gricfes are fo great , that I had - 
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ther ſecke to afſwage them, then adde more afflition to 
you: Heauen comfort you, and giue you caſe to your woes: 
and ſo retiring heauily out of the roome, hee gaue way to 
the reſt,to entertaine and comfort the poore Pilgrim, who 
paſled a good part of the night with him in diſcourſe,rill ic 
was time to bertake them to their reſt, 

The next morning the two Pilgrims my their leaues, 
went on, and Dor Layme and — —_— ike, ſtill won- 
dring at the pitifull relation they had heard. That d 
—— to a pleaſant Village to paſſe the heate, a hey 
agreed ro lacimts (as being the iuſt halte way of their 
0:18 iourney) in a Monaſtery of Nunnes, of which Don Iayme's 
4 Aunt was Abbeſle,till ſuch time as they had cleared acer- 


l 

81 39 taine doubt ; which was, that hauing met a ſeruant ſentto 
I 417 Dep layme purpoſely from his owne towne , they vnder- 
I LAUSK ſtood, that as that day, a Commiſſhoner arrived there,ſent 

METERS from the King, in great ſecrecy to performe ſome piece of 


1 0 E0 diligence: a thing that much perplexed theſe Gentlemen, 
14401 the one, in reſpe& of the dangerous party that came with 
WW him; the other, for the i hee was in, ignorant of 
whart that diligence might produce in his Lordſhip. And 
though the occafion was after knowne to bee little concers 
ning cither ofthem, (for that the Iudge was ſent by the Su- 
preme Councell of Orders , concerning a certaine Order of 
Knighthood) yet they thought fit , till they were fully ſatiſ- 
fed, to leaue Jacrnta there : who when ſhe heard it, ſuſpe- 
Qing ſome other intent, grew to ſuch extreme contradicti- 
on, and pitifull intreatics, that her Louer ſeeing them ac- 
. companied with her tcares, vvasrcady to haue returned 
backe with her, butthat Don /ayme , forawhat diſcontented, 
diſlwaded him : and fo being vnable to reduce her to their 
aduice with her good-will, againſt it (Dew /ayme making 
knowne the reaſon to his Aunt at the Couent) they _ 
c 
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lett herzlo gricued,as were ſhe to hauc taken her latelt leaue 
of her Gerarde, or had ſcene him ftrooke dead with wounds 
before her. This was the firſt breach that diflink't thete 
two affeQtions : 1zcinta perſwaded that Gerardo had forla- 
> her; a ſuſpition that /take it but once hold) can neucr 
bor ;as from this inſtant, this Dames cxample 
will plaincly demonſtrate. The enamoured Gentleman 
# was no lefſe tronbled,till hecame tothe end of his iourney, 
though they were not ſlacketo returne , having beenc firſt 
ſurely informed of the occafion of the Commiſſioner, 
which was the ſame formerly ſet downe : ſo the next mor» 
ning by tenne a clocke, they were backe, and alighted ar 
| the Monaſtery doore, with fuch feruent deſire in Gerardo 


to ſee his /acints; that euery minute of deferring it,ſceemed 
' an age of abſence,and laſt,calling in the Porchatthe Grate, 
; the Abbeſlc hearing of their beeing there, came foorths 
f whom, when _—_—_ ſalured, they requeſted, the faire 74- 
5 cinta mightbe called; which,when one ofthe Nunnes went 
q to performe, returning a pretty while after backe, and with 
f the Abbeſles leauc,turning to Gerarde,ſhe thus faid : How- 
d {ocuer I being bur a meflenger and commanded, might be 
_ freed from any diſtaſte Iam like to giue,yer I beſeech your 
We pardon, Signior Gerarde,in reſpeR of the meſſage 1 returne 
of you, vvhich will neceſlarily offend you. The faire Jacza74, 
if- whom I weatto call, requeſted mee on her bchalfe, to in- 


C- treat that you would be pleaſed to condiſcend to her will; 
ti- which is, reſoluedly toremaine in this Monaſtery,and with 
IC- the habit of our ſacred Order. Shee likewiſe willed me to 
ed beſcech you, to vouchſafe, ſince you haue Gold and Lew. 
ed, els of hers to good value, to ſupply with part of them hes 
cit wants, and wichall, to pay a portion for her admitaace in- 
ing tothe holy Houſe, that ſo ſhe may be quietly ſercled to her 
deuoyon and prayer for your ſoules health. This foce 

; withcd 
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wiſhed me to make knowne vnto you; you, Signior, like a 
Chriſtian, and a Gentleman, may now determine on what 
this Dame demands, and ſo much concernes her felicitie. 
Here the religious Nunneccaſed, neither did Gerardo's ſud. 
den paſſion allow her a further preamble : for his heart rea- 
dy to burſt within him , and his very eyes (ending foorth 
ſparkles of liuely fire, turning to the Abbeſle, he ſaid, Ie is 
not poſſible, Lady, that ſuch diſcourſe could proceed from 
my 1acints, neither canl from fo long, ſo true a friendſhip 
as hath beene berwixt vs, belccue fo (light, fo forgerfull a 
farewell; fo aſſured am I of her firmeneſſe, that 
mine eares were witneſſes to the ſound of ſuch words from 
her ſelfe, I ſhould hardly giue credit vnto them : I cannot 
but thinke her too innocent of ſuch a noueltie , and there- 
fore beleech you to reſolue me in the truth of this buſanes, 
though indeed Jacenta's ſight will be my hearts more effes 
Quall ſatisfaQion. Here Don laym: v bonr his turne, (no 
leſle angry then his friend) defired the ſame of his Aunt, 
who told them, that what they heard ot /«cintes, was infak 
libly true; and withall, how no longer agoe then laſt night, 
ſhe receiued ſo much from her owne mouth; and ſhee re- 
queſted her alſo, not to ſuffer her to be taken out of the Co- 
uent, which in all religious and Chriſtian obligation ſhee 
was tyed notto conlentto. But neuertheleſſe importuned 
by the two friends , ſhe endeuoured to haue her appeare; 
and fo leauing them in the porch, where ar the doore their 
ready horſes awaited them, ſhee went to make good her 
promiſe, though it rookeno effe; or perhaps her ſelfe was 
vnwilling, that I ac#nts ſhould come to Gerardo, whom ftri- 
uing with her beſt language to comfort, ſhee endeuoured 
withall co blot his Miſtris our of his remembrance. 

But fo forcible was this diſdainefull blowe in his ſad and 
licke fancy,that regardleſſe of lifes danger, heauens _—_— 
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and the hazzard of his honour, hurried on with turious 
rage,not once conlideringthe ſacrilegious a hee attemp- 
ted, (turning to Do» /aymae, his right toot clapt to the Moe 
paſterie doore) he vied this fuccin& Diſcourle: 
Companion and friend, the fire that flames within mee, 
*s immenſe, my paſſion terrible , Jacrata's wrong aboue 
both, I haue oft counſelled herto this courſe, when had ſhe 
heretofore taken ir, my weary life had bcen ſecured, and 
her friends with the glad newes comforted, but I conld ne- 
ver get her conſent; which aſſures me, that her leaving me 
now,is otherthen Deuotion: I muſt not therefore giue way 
t0it: you area Gen:leman,andI am your friend, and ſuch, 
that vpon any occaſion of yours, would hazzard a lite ax 
leaſt once for you. Lerthis engage you to make good the 
entrance at this doore, whilſt A in and eftet my pur- 
poſe, or dye inthe demand. Which faid , not expeQing 
any anſwere,nor ſo muchas harkening to the exclamations 
of the Nunnes, taking her in enc hand that brought him 
the meſlage,and his ſword in the other,he caſt himſclfe in- 
tothe forbidden Couent; where quickly , with his Guides 
helpe, comming into a ſpacious Cloyſter,he ſaw the occa- 
fion of his crime, ſer very iocundly amongſt ſome others of 
the Nunnes. They that were with her , and ſhee that came 
with Gerardo, ſeeing him ſo outragious,in a moment vani- 
ſhed: but /acints had notthe power to follow,not ſo much 
asto ſtirre from her ſeare : for Gererds's ſudden ſurpriſall 
and ſight had lefther cuen now like a dead body, who lift- 
ing her _ arme from ground, his tongue vnable to 
expreſle che leaſt part of his minde , without ſpeaking one 
word,the way he came, but more ſpeedily,he conueycd her 
out: for by this,the noiſe and clamour of the Nunnes in- 
crealed ſofearefully , as if the walles or whole building had 
deene ready to come vponthem:; whereupon the _ 
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of the neighbourhood and Village was no leſſe, and in an 
inſtant,almoſt a hundreth perſons were gotten to the doore 
that Dow [ayme kept : though moſt, or all of them vnarmed, 
with ſmalldefence the two friends made ſhift ro ger to 
Horle : Gerardo ſetting lacints ( who was euenina dead 
traunce) on the ſaddle Bow before him : and the valiant 
Aragmian breaking thorow the preſſe that hindered him, 
made way with his ſword,ecnlarging an open paſſage to his 
friend that came after, and none able to ſtop or ſtay them, 
they galloped on; and ſeeing ſome follow , mended their 
pace, and berooke them to their full ſpecd ( Gererds now 
got formoſt) till ſuch time as they might bee ſomewhat 
reer from the danger : but in this diſtracted flighr,as in all 
things clic, Gerardo was infinitely vnforrunate : for night 
ſhurring in darke vpon them, Den 1ayme lofing ſight of 
him, and he his way, they were both vnluckily {cparatcd, 
neither could after,jo much as by Letters meer. 
Gerardo,that had thus loſt his friend, though not his 
tourney (for now allthe world was his way ) o_a_n 
Iacinta's weakeneſle , ſettled her as cafily as he could, an 
faire and ſoftly, not knowing whether he went backward 
or forward, rode ontillthe next morning, till ſuch time as 
he found himſelfe incloſed in a rough & thick Mountain, 
in which hauing deſ-pitcoufly wandred,til cowards noon, 
(1acints now extremely heauy with drowſinetſc)at length 
as good lucke would, hee came to a Shepheards cot- 
tage, where both being welcomed by the owners, aligh- 
ted,and Gerardo endeuoured all he could,to giue cafe and 
refreſhment to his vngratefull Miſtris ; whoſe wearincſle 
as much afflicted the poore Gentleman, as the apprehen- 
ſion of his danger; though from that, hee were lecure c- 
nough,as well in reſpect of the deſart Mountaine, as tor 
that he was farther ti6 the Monaſtery then hy i” : 
or 
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forin this yet he was happy,that knowing no toot of the 
way,he was from thence, art leaſt ten leagues diſtant : and 
lacimta thatafternoone being ſomewhat more cheeretuliy 
reviued, raking direction tor the neereſt good rowne,they 
returned to their ionrney, and that night arriued where 
they deſired, where Gerardetooke a priuate lodging , that 
he might the berter and more commodiouſly cure hisMi- 
ſtreſſes indiſpoſition, which was not ſoſlight, bur ir kepr 
themalmoſt a moneth from a iourney hee intended to the 
Citic of Valencia ; at length they ſet forward againe , and 
trauelled roward that pleaſant and plentifull Citie. So 
whenthey were gotten withina dayes iourney , the twa 
(as ſeemed to Gznanpo, 9 the IIS ) 
as louing a couple as cuer, ( the morning beeing freſh ) to 
reventthe wo heare, they cums. borſebacke be- 
ore day-breake. They treated of ſich ſucceſſes as came 
into their mindes, and Gererdothus diverted inthe ſweet 
(though diſſembled) conuerſation of his /acints, looking 
abour,ſaw he was our of his way, got into a thick Groue 
4 wires get out toward 
the loſt path, he was more cunningly intangled in this 0- 
ther : ſo that riding on, thus loſt and melancholly, it was 
not long ere certaine fad and pitifull groanes came to his 
eares, which by firs and ſhort intermuſſions ſtrooke him ro 
the hearr. 

The further he went on, the neerer hee grew to this 
moane; ſo ſippoſing it muſt needs nor be farre off, he ha- 
ſtened all he could,though now broad day was come vp- 
on him z by whoſe ſplendour, hee might plainely ſee all 
round abour him ; asalſoa little brooke, on whoſe Mar- 
gem herraueclled, part of which was ſtained with ſome 

cſh drops of bloud, the red framing in that greene, vari- 
ous, (though tcarcful)) formes of cnamelling : at which 
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he and Iacrmts were not a little amazed : bur calling to 
minde thoſe former ſucceſles of his owne Tragicall Sto- 

, conſtant toall danger, he kept on his way, led on by 
« ſound of the yoice,cucn to Ge very ſource of the wa» 
rer; till beeing come amongſt cerraine thornie Bryers 
(within which was allitrle Meddow)he might fee in mid(t 
of ita coaful 'd ſhape and Bulke, that oncly by the groancs 
it ſent forth, he gheſled to be a humane: creature, Ir la 
there without motion in a very Lake of bloud, with which 
all the neere grafſe was ſprinkled, and the Riucr participa- 
ed of the improper tribute. 

The Noble Gerards was ſo affected with the fight, that 
he threw himfelfe in an inſtant from the Saddle,and 1acane 
74 alſo leauing hers, they made toward the wounded 
corps, which they found left naked, and ſaw that ſhee was 
- __ _ made their compaſſon the greater. She 
cemed to them (though now pale and disfigured) youn 
and handſome : -m__ ; much *roubled and 
hopeleſſe of her lifes remedy : her body was full of 
wounds, (and which cauſed moſt horrour) left barbarou- 
fly diſrobed. Thetcnder eyes of the two Louers could 
not but ſhead teares,and wound the ayre with their (ighs- 
But ſmce griefe was but a meane remedy to the preſent 
miſchiefe ; Gerardo, ſuppoſing they. were not farre from 
fome towne, determined to conuey the bloudy creature 
to the neereſt place : and to this effeR raking off his riding 
Coat)which he wore ouer a ſtrong Buffe lerkin(and Belt of 
Piſtols, rogether with ſome of her owne cloathes laid by, 
lapped her in them, and as cafily as he could ,fate her vpon 
his Horſe,on which hee and Jaczxta ſuſtaining her on both 
ſides vp, they went fairc and ſoftly, getting out of the thick 
Grove, Heauenere long permitting them to fall into the 
high-way, from wheace they might eſpy(to their nan 

as 


Ow (Fu === TOTO TS TT = 


- — 


The onfortunate Spaniard. 123 


a good populous rowne , about ſome haltc a league trom 
them. Gersrdo was much grieued to ſee the parties continu» 
ing loſlc of bloud ; and ſeeing how ſefily they went , fear'd 
ſhce might dye before they could get her a Confeffor : 
Whereupon he determined to leaue her with /acrnte 5, to 
whom making knowne his intent, and ſhe approving it,lea- 
| ping into the Saddle, and taking the neereft way to the 
| towne, inall diligence he haſined toward ir. 
About this time (the Sunne newly mounted (two Reli- 
. ious Jeronimute Fryers cameriding toward him vpon their 
| nam & luſty Moyles, whom,whe he ſaw, he fancied chem 
t Cooke rather then humane —_ — ; and _ 
. ai countenance , ing his Horſe, he ſtayed ti 
they approached : ond Leama war 7whoay 
$ intreated them to goe with him not farre off, where, by 
c their helpe,in a cale of neceſſitie, they might gain a Soule, 
5 whoſe conſiſted in their bricfe approach : but in 
Ricad of an anſwere, hee might ſee that both Maſters and 
men,looking and ſtaring vpon cach other, were all dumbe: 
which,being duely weighed, they were not to bec'blamed 


d forcheir{lackneſſe; for who would not (coaſidering| his 
$+ Armes) but at the leaſt haue ſuſpected him to haue been 
AT Capntes of ſome Theeues, frequent in that Prouince,not- 
m withſlanding the care of our Viceraycs to ſcowre the 
re coaſt? 

'g But returning to my purpoſe, thoſe Religious men did 
of verily beleeue what is rehearſed; and ſuppoſing his crue 
Ys nottobe farre off, cryed aut for mercy, and lifting their. 


- hands _— z requeſted him that vvas farre trom a 
t thou wronging them,to have pitic ypon them, layin 
ck bet n os epteifion and br mnch ded @enls ot- 


be | fend God ininiuringehem : and laſtly taking their well- 
©) luffed pur ourotheixpockers ſome of their cloathes 
| 2 rt 
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to boore, they offered them-vnto him, vvho was aſhamed 
of their baſe teare; and yet on the other fide, not knowing 
howto perſwade vvith themz and ſecing the fcllowes that 
came with them runne ſpeedily backe roward the rowne,, 
morefcarfull though of the poore wounded creature, then 
his owne ming more fury and indignation, then 
his pious minde vvas willing, he threatned to kill them, if 
they performed not his requeſt, and facing one of them 
with his Piſtoll; ſo terrible were both their feares,that with- 
out a word anſwering they now followed him ; vvhichthey 
had done, even to Hellit ſelfe, could he have condufted 
them, ſuch vvas their miſerable cowardize : ſoone vvere 
they come to. the place where Gerard leſt the bloudleſſe 
Truanke, vvhichthey found as yet ſtruggling vvith Deſtiny. 
Hecre one ofthe Fryers alighting began to ſpeake to her, 


when Gerards's heart (vvho inall this vvhile had not diſco- ; 


* uered licinta) vnable to be at quiet vvithin him, thinkin 


perhaps (he had hidden her ſelfe neerethereabout, not wil- 
ling to be ſeene by any paſſengers , vvithour bidding the 
Friers Adicu , hee beganto ſearch herout, not leaving an 
inch of groundia al thoſe quaners vnſought ; ſothat after 
much time ſpent, and finall hope of recouerie, the poore 
Gentleman ran vp and downe ſome two dayes, raging in 
the Mountaine like a mad-man, fiill crying and calling on 
Jacints,vvhoſe remembrance onely was ſufhicient(as appea 


red by the following Stanzes)co keep him ſo long faſting, 


Af the hard flint ſteele: flruckew vomit fire, 


( At if «t lifes blond were, 

And wounded with complaints) theſe ſparkes expreſbe- 
In the blinde bedy,eyes,red-ſwolne with ire, bebo Wh. 
Eyes, more of rage then feare ; 

w#hy then breathe n0t 1 flames? (my pound no eſſe) 


Sin 
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Since griefe and blacke diſtreſſe 

(Steeles) ſtr ike my captine heart ? 

Griefeto be all forlorne in abſence thus, 

From whence all ſorts of miſchiefes venimous, 
Beyond the care of Art, 

Lone ts a pow r full quint-eſſence hath brourht, 
Enther by fire of Hal or þ vo ——_— 


Goe, ſptrits of fire and poiſon then, prepare 
To mount with Geo ck ah 
Some into Tongues, but moſt $o ſearching eyes. 
Viſit theſe winged dwellers inghhe Aire 
O're yon fare Region quite ; 
And each wilde Beaſt that in his darke den lyes, 
And thoſe dumbe ſleepers ( eyes : ) 
Lull d by the babbling brooke, 
| In Cryſtall Couches ſoft and natural! : 
Perceiue the aquall ſacr ifice may all, 
That ht (whom Lome for (ooke) 
For Holacauſt of blinde affettion, 
Smoke offers in hu ſighes, flames in his moant. 


( But oh, thei le be too flew!) 
For hawing beene the matter tomy paine. 
(1 feare) backe to my thoaghts incontinent 
They le fly, whence now they flow ; 
And ſo conuert themſclues to bloud agarue. 
No: en'ry my full veine 
Rannes in bad bumoars high, 
From the continual! current of my il, 
So that, for want of r ome let um ſoare ftill 
Vp to the lofty hy. 

ad p to the lofty thy I; 
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Or, withtheir torrid heate (where they forfake 
Their wings) a ſecond fi'ry Region make. 


If thus the wounded Aire on 4 light blaze, 
Some thunaerbolt chance frame, 
I'n-eri tag let it firike (where ener fall) 
Til lacinta; Ah no : but may the no;/e amaze, 
Wh As tf it ſpoke her name : 
1 | Ihe Or backe againe dia war ne ur lowaly call, 
Wl -g:.} Ana fliſh on ber withall, 
NA Birds change your war bling notes, 
That, as my ſighs orttake youin the aire, 
I Leauing theſe chirging Songs : you may prepare: 
| | | T our more vn-tuntd throatet 


with ſadder accents as you fiy along, 
To publiſh the curſt Author of my wrong. 


| f [i Tow quin'ring Leaues, that ſhaken with the wand, 
[01 Each ro gey kiſe, 
TH 


while the $ wnne en ous to beheld your (hade, 
| Pries to and fra,tHll (for his beames) be finde 
4: Where freeft emtrance 6s: 
"410 Thew, way from bough to bengh hc rayes bane maar, 
Wt; Thoagh ſome benghes thicker , ftaid 
1164 
18% And ftopt his pieraang eye : 
$1740 Griexe with your mur mare at my wretched moanc, 
| when with the frequent hoarceneſſe of your tone, 
[' (Beft, eſſe melodronſly:) 
19 Ton boughes, when Tephirus doth make you meet , 
Tm Ana (trinde ) each other ith your kiſſes greete. 


{0 "y Yeu, little Peebles of the Fountarne, late 
id af © Teeth, of Narciſſus, whete ; 


= 
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Thew,Iuorte, but bard ned now to fbowe, 

Now are you n0 Tongue-helpers to relate, 

Ought of that cruel ſight : 

How, by red veines tarn'd tos ſpring, was ſhewne 

A fanlt, ſelfe-loue to one. 

(Beauty) ſhort Tyr ann ; 

Oh let the Ecchs's of your Center cold : 
Repeate mo fr anger griefer, but mine wnfuld, 

My bft felicitie, 

Without Tacinta, tcalouſie, diſdaine 
My preſent ills, make all paſt geod ſerve paine: 


. Thus —_— = abſence of _ iti Sg 
ccing his folly, and the impoſlibilitie there, 
be mien to goe backe to the Where he miſſed 
wo —————_ a" m_ —_ bur at 
laſt caſting more _— th himſelfe, hee ſed, 
that the morning he left her , ſheſeeing his long ns. her 
womaniſh feare 1a that diſpeopled place might cauſe herto 
retire tothe towne, there to her Gerardo, whirher 
with this new vnprofitable gheſſe of his, he refolued forth- 
with to go(and putting it in praQtiſe)abour Sun-ſctarriued 
there, and inthe di us imagine, lefttior a 
ſtreet or houſe vaacked for his Loue, till weary of trudging, 
or rather of knowing no more then hee did, his faint body 
forcing him to defire ſome reft , hee alighted at an Inne« 
doore, within which, he was no ſooner centred, whe ſudden- 
ly at leaſt rwenty men grappled with him, and crying our 
for more aide, without hearing him a word , dragged hi 

along toa ſtrong Priſon ; where when he came,the cauſe of 
his apprehenſion was made knowne, and imputed to hinx 
that he was not onely a high-way Robber, bur particularly , 


the Authoralſo of thole —_ barbarous wounds, gi- 
4 nen 
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ver the poore woman, whom he left in confeſſion with the 
Fryers : they,ſeeing he returned nor, aflured of theix ſuſpi- 


' tion,reſolued to conuey her to the towne : and to give ac- 


couat tothe Luſtice of what hapned: which they did , Jea- 
uing all the people thereabours much fcandalized with the 
terrible fact ; though iuſt Heaven perminted not that the 
poore Wench thould dye of her wounds, {ince they allo 
of the towne cauſed her health to bee carctully, looked to. 
And fo as Gererds,leſſe carcfull of his preſent danger then. 
his former alflitions, wenero and fro, enquiring tborow 
the vproar'd townefor his-Miſtris, and many knew,þy the 
Fryers Relations, the fignes and habit he wore(his enquiry 
00 being for a woman)) one (uſpition ioynd with another, 
you them warrant enough to lay wait for,and,as you haus 
ard,apprehend him. 

Gerardo was much troubledat his new impriſonment, 
not ſo much tor bis lifes danger,asbeing hindred from his 
ſcarchard inquirie, But ſince.there was no helpe for bis 
misfortunc, (a puniſhment hee acknowledged due for his 
{acriledge) he endevoured the beſt hee could to giue his 


diſcharge, andnor to ſuffer himſelte periſh in chat vvret-, 


ched manner; but his endeuours had been fruitleſſe , had 
the wounded Maid dyed in this occaſion ot her misfor 
tune: but heauen giuing her life, his trouble ſoone ended, 
and the cauſc was knowne by her declating two of hex Bro» 
thers acceſſrie tothe wonnds, who angry that a fellow of 
meane condition had enioyed their Siſter,and after,to their 
publike affront, demanded herto Vite, bent wholly to re- 
venge, the berter toefie& their purpole, drewtheir Siſter 
from the Citic fro Barce/ons (of whence they all were)to go 
with them towards Dena, to ſec (as they pretended) CCr- 
taine kindred of theirs ; and comming one night to that 
Mountain, (icipping her there naked, they pertormed wa 

ax: 
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barbarous picce otcrueltic related; For all this,the Iudges 
wouldnot giue Gerardo preſent libertie, rather (beſides ma- 
king hina-purge himſelte cleercly of the ſuſpitions his ha- 
birand Piſtols of being a Thiefe brought againſt him) they 
to his coſtenforced him ( for the —_—_— her confefſion ) 
roſendroCaalures, which being not long after confirm'd 
for certaine, yt the abſenceot her Brothers from Barcelona, 
they thought fito ſerhim atlibeny. Heere hee remained 
foure monerhs in this l1ngring ia which time, all hee had ro 
any value;was conſumed and fpent: ſo thac being to depart, 
hee could hardly make ſhifrfor ſo much money as might. 


fic him with a Moyle, —_— ing at length eucn ſcarce! 
effeQed his iourney1@ friends he knew, x4 
a place not farre ott,called Deyis,one morning he forſooke 
the towne,ſufficiently warned by the wracke of his fortunes 
there ; and though hee were on his way, heecould ſcarce 
rhinke himfelle yer thorowly at libertie, All that day hee 
went on witha Boy his Guide , tillthe next { that neerc a 
lone Inne)he ouerrooke one, whoalone was travelling, his 
way ; ſoafter they had dined,andpafled the dayes heat to- 
gether inthat houſe, they kept vpon the way in good con- 
uerſation,and hoped thatnighr,by-ſpurring a linleche har- 
der, toarripe at their iourneyesend Denis. 

Inall that way (as being indeed no-great Roade)) they 
met nota creature.cill towards foure of Clocke m the afccr- 
noone, in midſt of certaine thicke Brambles (as rhey carc- 
leſſely rode on) two men ſteptbeforerthem, whoas well by 
their perſons, as faſhion and Armes, ſoone made knowne 
what they were. One of the two, that indeed feemed rather 
an infernall Miniſter,then- a mortall man, bade ſtand : and 
faſining on Gerard reines , with his Piſtoll clapt to his. 
breſt, gaue way to his companion to doe the like to the 0- 
ther. Vhenthe foot-boyes ſaw this,& percciued the dan- 
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ger of their Maſters,not expeRiing the cucnt, they berooke 
them to their flight. The good Gerardo, doubtleſſe, 
(though in ſo knowne a hazzard)would haue aducntured 
his perſon , it at the very inftant kee had not ſeene other 
fixc riſe out of the thicket of thoſe buſhes; one of which, 
as vvelt by his difference of habit, as goodly preſence,ſce- 
med to be the Captain ofthe reſt, vvho thinking the 
crauellers vvere ſomewhat of the floweſi in | 
cheir Saddles, with a hoarſe and diſmall voice, turai 
rothe rwo firſt, ſaid , Raskals, what doe you with 
wretches? de you carry your Piſtols for ſhew only > would 
you haue me killthepoore ſnakes ? And thus ſaying, and 
aduancing his Petronell in the ſame inftant,the poore cou- 
ple tumbling at thoſe ſpeeches to the canh, gave way to 
thoſe furious men to dilarme them, with ſuch violent ſearch 
alſo, as had they beene their mortal! en:mies ; laſtly,they 
firipped them cuento their ſhirts. Yet this cruell procee- 
ding never ſo much as wrought the leafi impreſſion of re- 
ſentment in Gerardo, who now as much deſired to diegas to 
live in his miſeries; and in this hardie reſolution , concea- 
ling his preſent hard vſage, with a firme and conſtant beha. 


uiour, expected the ifluc of this ſad accident : all which in | 


his companion was quite contrary, who in a wO- 
full extremes (his eyes flowing teares) ſought to mollific 
the bloody flint-hearted Captaine, who looking ſomewhat 
wiſtly on his face, ftraight knew him ; and ſceing him pro- 
ſtrate at his feer , vvith an arrogant and haughty licence 
bade him riſe, ſaying: Art not thou happecly Yencente Ar- 
6:45 ? tor if mine eyes do not deceiue mee , I have here be- 
fore me the party to vvhom I owe no leſle then life. To 
this the quiuering Valencian, like one raiſed out of atrance, 
lifted vp his eyes, and hearing himſelfe called by his name, 
lomewhat more encouraged, vvith a faint voyce made an- 

ſwer, 


"— > ama oo -© imo oo 


Ku TT A" 


bn —— 


I 


Tye -onfortunate Spaniard, * 123 


ſwer, that he was that party , and by profeſſion an Artur- 
ney for Cauſes in YVa/cxczs; though in all this while it vvas 
not poſſible for him to call ro his remembrance him, that 
ſpoke thus to him; vvho obſeruing his feare, replied, Let 
not the ſecing me aftright thee , nor the beholding theſe 
my companians, for thou mayelt ſafely go thy vvaies: And 
know, that now thy friend Pedreſa, hath ( for it is hee that 

to thee)complied vvith the obligation he had,fince 
by thy honeſt care hee vvas freed from priſon in Yalencea : 
take t ts,and turning to his company,proceeded: 
And you, returne him the money taken from him to a de- 
nier , and accompanying him to his ſafety, leave mce to 
your recompenco, Theſe words vvere like Angelicall ſalu- 
tations, inthe- feareſull /incente's carcs, and ro. ſuf. 
ficient phraſe (as he thought) fothis grarefulneſſe, he recaſt 
himſelte een feet, andin a trice clo- 
thing hinaſzle got afterward to his Moyle, and returned 


to his journey, accoimpanicd part of bis way by thoſc mini- 


flers of Cacwr 
Gerardo verily, that fince thus retained 


nr ray: wo wer,” & is youth, 
and inthis i ination, lifting his to trying Hea»- 
ven, with his heart bee was Xtra ad releRmene 
from thoſe preſent miſchictes : and hearing thoſe men 
command him to follow them, he to goe after, tho- 
row the thicket, and rougheſt part of the Mountaine,iuſt as 
the Sunne was declining to the Weſt. They had ſcarce 
gone halfe a League in that Deſart, vvhen comming to a 
deepe and hidden Brooke,that on one fide ſcrucd as a ditch 
to aclouenRocke thereby, and keeping their vvay on the 
brinke of the ſame, vvithin a while they cntred into a Strait; 
from vvhence crofling a little , they mounted the ſtaring 
Rocke,in midſi whereof vvere certaine thatched Cones, 

which. 
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whi.h ſcrucd them as a harbour and bulwarke againſt all 
weathers, Aſſoone'as their trampling and noile was heard 
by thoſe vvithin, there iſſued out ſome doozen perſons of 
the ſame hiew and profeſſion vvith the reſt ; and foremoſt 
mongſt theſe, one of a briske and liuely preſence, who with 
his pleaſing ſight gaue no ſmall comfort to Ger«rdo,though 
as then hee could not vvell perceiue whether his counte- 
nance vvere anſwerable to his preſence ; for beſides the 
broad brimme of a military Hat , that ſhadowed his face, 
the being darkiſhroo did hide it. 

The party was clad in arich cloth of filuer doubler, and 
ouecr it a Gaberdine of greene Veluet, ſer thicke vvith Bur- 
rons and Leopes of filucr,ſurcable,hauing on the top of his 
right ſhoulder ſloping, a faire Belt ſludded and embroide- 
red with Gold, rwo curiouſly vvrought Perronels hanging 
at it, his Breeches were ſurcable, Damaske, his Stocking, 
ſhoogand garter, whire, Plumes of feathers white and 
greene: all which ſo ſer our his gracetull perionage that, 
Gerards, forgetting his troubles, vvas now wholly fixt ypon 
the gallant obiet. To whom the Caprtaine with open 
| armes direQing himſelfe , the pretty Youth offering his 
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hand, with a kind of negleR, at his breſt, ſtopping his pro- 
cceding, faid, Why how now, Pedra/z,ſo empty, and crave 
an embrace? Forbeaxe : for ſince you returne without a 
Prize, I am not indebted the leaſt fauour. Tothis hee ſmi- 
lingly replyed : No more, my General, be not too rigorous 
till you heare my diſcharge, and turne but your eyes ro my 
company,in their increas youſhall ſee a ſpoile, from whoſe 
woorth, 1 dedicate to thoſe faire fingers, a rich Ruby. At 
this,the comely Youth more hecdily looking backe,might 
perceiuc the vafortunate Gentleman; who from the inſlant 
thathe heard that voice, ſuppoſing he knew it, his forrows 
tull heart was ready to leapefrom his breſt, Bur when ice 

plaincly 
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oy law, the diſguized Youth was his /acints, hee had 
like to haue falne to the earth, where (as his couragious 
mind was deepely ſtrucke) he but (faining wearineſle) fate 
downe. The vngratefull, cruell woman had not forgonten 
the countenance and ror of him ſh: once loved, Lord 
of her affeAion : but ſhe madeno ſhew of chavge at all, ra- 
ther ſecing him thus difroabed, halfe naked 7 was nor a ior 
mooued, but taking as it ſhee had.not knowne him, tur- 
ning to her new Lover, ſaid, I like, him well, 'tis a good 
handſome frippting ;your aines will bee the greater, and 
our friends that buy him, wl have no, bad penniwoorth; 
An with Ao! tothe Caue,in © meane yas let vs thinke 
of ſupping. And takingthe Captaine by the hand, 
"Oh Ee ar ct WH 5 
not on; Spabankte et, burſuſp 
TE Ereaok ge 
e yyer wi on, fo 
wb, +2 at oe dds Eons yen 
mire T Thinke but how baſely now, his once beſt 
is imployd : Behold him ,dceie 
+ hands of homicides , Land-Py- 
opts och line , nay,cach let 
es. [foe a rear: 
time was Gerardo tea teady ro ws flung himſelſe 
atbrintſh rowr,and could have torne thew peice- 
—_ vvith his reerh for revenge, were it riot thard ipaire, 
more then feare, ſtopped his reſolution , prevented 
foure of thoſefellowes ,” who raifing him from the place - 
where he ſate,carried hin along with them, and deſcend- 
ing to the, bottarme of; the Rocke , one of them dif- 
ga broadÞlacke'Slare, which ſerued as a ftepple to 
the aveamouth(hough ſo cuen ſetin, the cunning,covld. 
(carce be perceived commanding him toenter;they,with- 
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-out, ſhutting the doore,rerturned from whence they, came, 
leaving Gerardo in that darke and diſmall den, fo firaight- 
ned,/and afflited, that he verily ſuppoled they meantthere 
to ſtarue him todeath ; which made hirm heartily repent he 
had not puthis vengeance in execution. Thus heremained 
a long houreatleafi vvithour paſſing on, thinking there was 
no more danger ſauc vvhere he vvas. But at the inſtant hee 
might heare ſome ſpeaking further in; and vvithall,z voice 
fearcfully reſounding thorow the whole Caue, inſomuch 
that he verily belecued himſelfe to be at els mouth. The 
voice ſeemed to come neerer, ſo that hee might more di- 
fiinQly heare theſe vvords : 

Toall this howling, Captiue,miſcrable man, giueſtthou 
no anſwere ? why com'ſt not downe vnto vs, fince thy vn- 
happy ftarres direRed thee to be our vvofull ion ? 
what doeſt theu , what canſt theu expeR ? hath thy vitall 
breath failed thee > or beginneſt thou to repine atthe taſte 
of ſuch bitter foode, as is our beſt comfort in this blacke 
manfion > Wonder nor, for this is but a beginning of mi- 
ſery,yet thou ſhalt have the chieſeſt comfort,companions, 
Theſe finall accents of the voice came to Gerards's eares , 
juſt as a man red before him, vvith a lighted Brand 
of Roſind: PinC'in his lefthand flaming , and a ſmall-ftuic 
Recde in his right,that ſerued him for a Reft and Guide, ſo 
leane, pale andaltred, thatzhe ſuddenneſſe amazed him. 
Hee thought verily the Ghoſt of his dead enemy KRodrego 
was transtormed into that Goblin : for in ſuch caſes, feare 
doth never preſent lefle horrid affrightments tothe imagi- 
nation. Hce knew not what to an{were, neither could hee 
vafold his lips ; which hee that roſe from the Caue percei- 
uing,and how much he was aftoniſht, beholding him avith 
ſome pitic,drew ncere,and taking him by the hand, ſaid; 
Let not my faint preſence , vnfertunate Young man , dif- 
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may you: for how-cuer you ſee me in this moſt miſerable 

plight,nort long ſince you might have known me as firong, 

as able as your ſ{c}fe : but the wretched Manſion where wee 
liue; and the barbarous crucltie and ſcarfitic with vvhich 
the curſed Owners entreat vs (who by eunces giue vs a mis 
| ferable and nafty fuſtenance) doth cauſe in me, and twenty 
others that there below expeR vs ; the ſame effec thac 
your eyes behold. 

Blame me not(replide the vnfortunate Gerardo) that your 
preſence hath ſodaunted me,fince the _ of this place 
may well excuſe me : & therfore pardon me Lbeſcech you, 
the trouble I have put youto in calling me ; & fince(asyou 
ſay) I have fo many companions in my miſery ; let vs (on 
Gods name)goe where they _— Vis. 

This faid, they both began faire and ſoftly to deſcend , 
paſſing at leaſt twenty winding ſtaires,cre they cameto the 
Cauesborrome : in which ſpacious dungeon,Gererdo ſaw 
at leaſt rwenty perſons of the ſame hiew, and in no better 
un hee that accompanied him: (all ofthem ſer a- 

a poore,almoſi extinguiſht fire) by whom(if any ioy 
may be in ſuch grictc)he was ioyfully receiued. Euery one 
| demanded his ill fortune, Gerardo fſatisfide all 
vod Ing from them likewiſe their vnhappy ſucceſles, 
which had broughtthem to fo greatextremitie z hee like- 
wiſe knew of them how they came ſo ſpeedily to heare of 
his impriſonment: (being ſo farre as he perceiued from any. 
commerce which was, that receiuing at a ſmall hole,from 
Bt thetop of the Caue , their ordinaric allowance of Ryc- 
IeC bread for their ſuſtenance, there becing a Loafe cxtraordi-- 
narie, they knew they had ſome new companion; and now 
the time of reſt drawing neere, all of them lay downe on 
id; certaine heapes of ſirawe, that ſerued them in ſtead of dain- 
ticr beds ; onely Gerardo , though he moſt needed, yer !cpe 
,nots p 
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not,nor tooke any reſt in all thatnight , the moſt redious 
that cuer he paſſed. 

1 here vvanted not one to accompany him in this was- 
king,and in a manner with equall ſorrow , one of his moſt 
vnderſtanding companions ; whom ( as it oft fals out) by 
particular ſimpathy he did moſt affe&. Hee then, that lay 
neereſt our poore Gentleman , ſeeing him much diſquie- 
red, moued to pitic, and interrupting his owne calamiries, 
ſaid, ' [were fondneſle, my new friend,and companion, to 
demand the cauſe which keepes you thus waking : for 


us 
(+ 4] where there are indeed ſo many, euident it is, that,any one 
(el. | | were ſufficient to breed the greateſt diſcomfore. I am one. 
(His #il deſirous to know, if any particular accident doe adde to 
{1802 this your knowne raisfortune ; if ſo, by communicating the 
18:1 ſame,the greateſt inconuenience,gthat can happen,is,to ob- 
1151/16 lige me to your ſuccour, as much as lies in this poore and 
1 | ly weake abilitic of mine : therfore let me requeſt you in ſome 
4h fort ro grant my deſire. With which the captiue was filent; 
f Fi when Gerards, notalittle admiring his piety and good 
Þ+ language (with a low voice, not to diſturbe ſuch as tooke 


their reti) chus anſwered , Diſcreer companien,though our 
fortunes be equall in the preſent miſery I bewaile , yet af+ 
ſuredly, in the circumſtances that brought me toit, they 
are farre different ; theſe make me madde.impatient, full of 
griefe,ſoulc and body,ſo increaſing vpon me,that nothing 
bur death may ridde me ot my paines. I giue you all poſh- 
ble thankes for your defires:God giue you your merits,and 
{o you ſhall be {ure not to want, 

In him (ſaid the Priſoner) I am onely confident; though 
when I confider that this puniſhment is iuſtly for my linnes 
inflited,doth cauſc in me a ſad diſcomforr,and perſwades 
me that the qualitic of them being fo odious they are paſt 
all hclpe, 
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Theſe laſt words he vitred fo paſſionatly, that the curious 


Geraras laying hold on them (as thinking them to ſaviour of 


deſpaire) cut him off, ſaying , The opinion of your vviſc- 
dome yet wils me todefire you nor fo ſpeedily to torter thic 
ſame: and it is much more neceſlariefor your foules health, 
not to be caſt headlong wich ſuch thoughts, for relying (as 
you firſt noted) on heauens mercy ; from that let me {ately 
promiſe you (as a remedy to greater misfortunes)pards for 
very great ſinnes : repentthe commirting them, thattruely 
performed, Heauen will diſpoſe all for the beſt. Heauen 
comfort you,ſaid the Priſoner, as I am by you comtorted. 
And Gerard willing to know more of his griefes, cxtended 
his comfort, by giuing him a Summary Relation of his 
owne, as thinking by that meanes, diverting and cheering 
him joyncly, hemighr —_ to make knowne hislite 
vnto him , as indeed his diſcreetpreſumption ſucceeded 
right : for hauing paſt ſome time in his owne bricfe dif- 
courſe; the afflicted Captiue wondring at ſuch remarke- 
able cuents, after hee had with no ſmall commilſeration en- 
deared Gerards's raiſhaps, inuited by them, hee could not 
but begin to ſer forth his owne, atſuch time as the calme 
night was in the midſt of her fad courſe ; and fo drawing 
neererto Gerardo with his faint limbes, he began : 

When it were not as congruous as vſuall tor poore Pri- 
ſoners in ſuch occaſions, my good friend, as the preſent to 
give each other account of their misfortunes in generall 
(asby this meanes beguiling ſolitude , and diveriung che 
memory of their grietes) the noble freeneſle you haue (he- 
wed in the difpolog your Story, might iuſtly cngage me 
to the like, to repaythe debt I owe and therefore it you be 
pleaſed ro ſupply my weake ftile in my lifes delivery with 
your attention, | ſhall venter to giue it,beginning , where 
the Barbarian Moores of cur Speene had cnding, 
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My Ancettors ferucd. our fuſt (fo fliled , Catholique 
Princes) Founders of this great Monarchy, fo valiantly in 
their laſt conqueſts, that for a Noble recompence, they be. 
flowed an inheritance vpon them, in the flouriſhing Ci» 
tic of Grands, where my houſe, ortather of my. Parents at 
this day ftandeth: Gentlemen, (though for me in this mi- 
ſery to Docke it, may ſecme vaine-glory)as well knowne for 
£ noblcneſle of bloud, as wealth,and charitic to their poore 
| towne-borne neighbours : happy enough, though doubr. 
1 


leſfe fince this misfortune of mine, that happinefle is much 
diminiſhed :for beſides that, it hath fallen vpon their heire, 
| [ am their onely ſonne and.child , vvhom as the light of 
ie nul their eyes, their ſole darling, they brought vp in all 
W0% | blequalicies,as a ſonne of ſuch Parents. 
About twenty yeeres was | ofage, vvhen the beſt part of 


| TH. S»4mmes Nobilitie, mooucd to ferue our Great Monarch 
| Ii in that firſt iourney of Alarache ( incited by friends, and 
1091 chiefely licenced by my vvilling Pazents,to their great con- 
1"! 4 | tents, gallantly furniſhed with Armes , braucric and ſer- 
1 1 uants) I made one of the Troopes. The ci and takin 


Wis: that towne, or rather buying of it, you vvell know, and 
roret the companies were diflolued; but before I would returne 
® ol "$1 home,l ſpenta little time with fome kindred of mine in the 
SPE} 5 Citic of Cars, which was then,as, plentiful! in prouifions 
$9098 & dainties, ſo populouſly furniſhed with valiant Souldiers, 
and frequented by faire Dames; whereby ( Mars taking 
truce) Yewns began her pleaſing warres;at whoſe fire in part 
I vvarmed my fee ,for one day ſome flight diſcourſe paſ- 
ſing berwixt me and a Dame of Sea{/,the flaxe taking hold | 
ſo inflamed, that within a vvhile I found my (clte all in a 
light fice, 
I conſidered not, that ( as ſhe was a Curtizan ) I poſſeſ- [ 
&og her, in ſuch a.concowle allo others might com 
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like) burt,watched and icaloutly hid her, as warily as if wee 
had long lined together man and wife. The Lady vvas 
not vied to ſuch wakings, and therefore my girdle ſoone 
waxttoolittle for her wafle ; ſhee grew to a loathing, ate 
lictle, forbore her comming to my lodging, in fine , purpo- 
ſedto giue me the{lip,as indeed ſhe did, rhough letr in my 
cuſtodicerwo Trunkes of her apparell. I cannor expreſle 
how much I was gricued : for,theſe kinde of creatures,be- 
ſides their ordinaric ſweerneſſe of Diſcourſe,have a ſirange 
kinde of faſcinating, that makes them ro bee affected ; I 

her, and ſo did ſome friends of mine, with no ſmall 
diligence: but ( for (hee refolued not to appeare ) all vvas 
bootleſſe. Howſocuer,thoſe pawnes I had, gaue mee ſome 
hope to heare of her, as after it fell out ; for the next day, 
next my heart, in ſtead of breakfaſt] receiued a Challenge, 
which, a certaine Gallant, vpon whoſe account my wornaa 
was kept, ſent me; in which he demanded the Trunkes , or 
in caſe of rebellion, that we ſhould meer,(the place appoin- 
ted) where he would expe me : whither, carried with de- 
fire and gladneſſe to heare of my Miſtris , together with 
iealouſic that fired me, raſhly all alone I went. And roo'e 
we went ( our bodies the markes) each aiming at his con- 
trarie, I quickly had the aduantage : for mine enemy ſtum- 
bling, fellfla along backward bur two friends of bis , fal- 
lying inflantly out of certaine neere Trenches, crying our 


_— 


, tometo hold, I obeyinghe rifing vp in the /zterims, and 


violently flying at me, on the ſudden reached mee a cut 
vpon one fide of my face. The haſte that I made to be re- 
uenged vponſuch cowardize, was the ſame that my Ad- 
uerfaries vſcd for their ſafery ; who thinking their friend 
had left me for dead, ſaone vaniſhet out of ſight, and (I be- 
lceuc) out of the Iland. 1 afterward, to the generall ſor- 
tow of my fricnds,cauſcd my felfe - be cured, and for the 

.- pre: 


—C on _—_—y 


LO  —_— 


I32 GERARDO, 


preſent diſlembled the recciued injury ; whoſe-AuthorT 
knew to be a Sexillizn Gentleman, that had long kept my 
laſciuious Curtizan, whoſe loue I quickly forgot, yer ſent 
her, as ſoone as I knew where tor feare ſhe had taken San» 
Quary, her Trunkes. 

Ard now I returned roward Grawads.where I was ſome- 
time beforc expefted, Where when 1 arriued,, the firſt few 
dayes (with the licence thatthe name of Souldier giues to 
the variety of colours, Skarke and Feather)I walked 1n ſome 
friends companies, tacking and ſtcering ;abour the Citic 
ncither know I whether inchis rime my mulicaric braueric, 
or perhaps contratic fortune inclined the cycs of a cenaine 
Dameto look vpon me,one, faire in extremitie,& alike No- 
ble, as I foone learnt; bur a ſtranger that accompanied her 
Parents, who had ar» important Law-ſuite in this Citties 
Chanceric. My new loue tooke hold as did the former, 
and as that increaft,and my experience ſuting bur with my 
yecres,l inconfiderately caſt-my lelte after my blind affeQi- 
on; which though it recewed not lo ſoone,my pretended 
recompence, yet in lefle then.moncths was fo cheriſhed , 
that few nights I was abſent from Felic:anas ſtreer(ſuch was 
my Dames name) and at laſtI aduenturcd to ſend her a 
Letter vvith the following Sonnet: 


Kaſh Phaeton more bold then m/e,or bleft 
Once long d the reunes and Dayes brizht Coach to gutae : 
Bat, ſor a puniſhment to ermply pride 
( Setting) he fals tm his untemely Exſt: 
Young |cauus mounts tothe burning Sphere, 
Fore a by the winde that his Art's wings acth aria, 
T1, when br once to the Sunnes hight would [trine; 
Thoje wixt ſarles, for bis comwne-fall melicd weres 
touss 7oweacrbs/s diſht Phactons dc/igne 
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Which into nothing with the owner fell: 

Blinde Icarus the Sea Waues waſht todeath, 
Aye me' euen ſo, you lofty thoughts of mine 

Like Phactons ny loue-flames are your hell, 

And likeIcarian ſear, griefe ſteps my breath. 


In ſtead of an anſwere,ſhee willed me by word of mouth 
the night following, to ſpeake with her beneath a Bay win- 
dow appointed. This happy comfort begot ſwift 
wings to my deſires, which (contained in the limit of her 
promiſe) the enſuing night,were accowpliſhed : at which 
time I enioyed my miſtriſſes ſweete conuerſation, I (hall 
not needto relate what amorous fopperies I vied, and the 
forcible perſwafions of my loues diſcourte, rogether with 
the returne of her fauours : onely let metell you, my hopes 
had more encouragement from her,then cither I could ex- 
peR, or ſhee in honeſty promiſe; telling mee withall, that 
the feare of her houſbold (pics, was the cauſe of her former 
ſuſpcaſion and not ſpeaking with me: ſo that now (wholly 
inflamed in her loue) I rooke leaue, our ronuerſation hold- 
ing conſtirly many a night after in the ſame place ztil whey 
| Leaſt ſuſpeRed any ſuch intent, in mid'ſt of cur greateſt af- 

feion, not knowing the cauſe, (as not hauing on my part 
giuen any) ſhee wholly retired her ſelfe, from cither ſecing, 
or ſpeaking with me. | 
What could you have thought, noble Sir, of thisnew 
diſdaine? or what ſha!l I cell you of my extreames? my 
anguiſh? my diligence? aboue all, the firmeneſle of my at: 
{eionz which more violently encreaſcd then her vniuſt 
forgetfulnefle ; from whom I could not ſs much as vnder« 
ſtand the leaſt occaſion of my miſhap : though for all this, [ 
forſooke not the ſtzeere, but the moſt nights with mulicke, 


and voices in ſome pretty ſonnet, gaue a touch vpon her 
| K 3 ingratitude : 
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tngratitude: foras my intent was direRted to an honeſt end, 
which ſhe had divers times formerly vnderſtood from me, 
I was not nice to conceale my priuateſt thoughts : but none 
of all theſe left the leaſt impreſſion in her ingratefull breſ}, 
which made mee not a lutle (ufpicious, that this fdden 
change might procced from ſome new afteion ; ſolike a 
fecond Arger watchſully waking , I played the careful 
Sentinel, and one night among the reſt, conforming m 

voice with a violc,I tooke acca(ion to expreſle the ſoftneſle 
of my aftc&10n, and the flintineſſe of her rigour, in the fol- 
lowing Sonnet, which you may notrepentto hears, = 


How art theu, Loue, « chelde, if Giant tall? 

How, watchful Lynceus, if ſtillpaimted blinae ? 
How, ſometimes frozen, if, all fire by linde ? 
How, Wax, ſince hard as Diamond mithall? 
How, Atlas art thou, if of ſuffering ſmall ? 
How, tyr annous, if of ſo ſoft 4 __ ? 

Hew, abſent, if we flifl thee preſent finde ? 
How, Mydas ? Alexander ber all? 

Loue ther, ;f Louec thou bed why ſel/e-ſame Loue ? 
Lowing and loue-leſie art thoa? (contraries) 
That one ſhould hate, when th other doth adore ) 

Darke thy Enigma's are, Let none then prooue, 
What thy confuſed Babel myſteries 
Be ſince who knowes thee moſt, needs know thee mores. 


But allmy labour was vaine, as being never able to finde 
the leaſt ſhew of diſhoneſty, or ought 1llicite throughout 
that ſo great familic : and this the more emboldened mee, 
that ſometimes I freely entred cuen to the ſecrerſi parts of 
the houſe, and ene night among others, that I inconfide- 
zately deſired to fee my Felicians, Ienued at a garden 
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doore, whither ſhee vied much to deſcend, and whither I 
might ſoone approch, as being neere the houſes court : So 
whenLIleaſtdreamt of ir, I might ſee,that inthe middeft of 
a great Parlor, ſhe was ſet vpon the knee of a yong gallant, 
and (to my ſceming) louingly courted by him, 1 his was an 
overture, that had I not ſpared to raiſe the whole houſe, 
would hauc incitcd mceto a violent courle; and in my ra- 

ing icalovuſic I drew neere to a grate, whereby I might the 
— heare their diſcourſe : in which (though confuſedly) 
me thought the names of brother and fiſter paſſed betwixt 
them: here my heart was alinle more revived , and not 
long after I vnderſtood the truth, that the Gernuleman was 
ww. arriued from Seal, where before this occaſion, I 
knew hee was, as recciuing it from my Miſtris her owne 
mouth. 

The houſe vpon his arriuall was lefſe heeded, and with 
greater concourlc frequented, though | for my part, know- 
ing how lirtle ſecurity I had there,would hauc {lid faire and 
ſoktl away: to which purpoſe I had ſcarce turned my back, 
when, I might behold how two men <roſling from the 
ircere doore towards me, came leading a woman betwixt 
them; ſo that ſhunning the being eſpied by them,I was for- 
ced ro.get me on one lice, ſhadowing my lelfe in an emrie, 
till ſuch time as they were paſt : one of them ſtepping be- 
fore, went tothe garden window, and called (as I might 
pany hearc) my miſiciſſes brother, who inſtantly came 

othe court, and with openarmes recceiued that woman, 
with whom, (the whole family being retired to reſt) hee a- 
icended into certaine higher roomes, inlikelyhood , his 
owne lodgings : and I ſeeing all huſht and quier, meant to 
haue returned vnto mine , but being come to the fireere 
doore, to my greefe I found it (hut, which much troubled 
mc; and ignorant what courle to take,art laſt 1 looked abour 
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mce, and in a neere cniric might ſcea ſtable doore open: 
ſo witzout more delay I centred there, and kept companie 
with three or foure horſes , taking vp my lodging berwixr 
onc of them andthe wall, where 1 wasno ſooner laide 
downc, and reſted vpon my buckler, when a fellow come 
ming with a light in his hag,the horſckeeper belike,withour 
ſpying we, ficit barring the doore, begannextto vndreſle 
hiaſclle, and by vertue of the light betore me, I might ſce 
the partic aluſly Barbar72n Aſu/atto,that was flaue to Felice 
anas father ; {or her ſake I was forced to paſſe a hard night 
thus, as I had ofren done, Whileſt I was buſted in my 
thoughts, the flaue had got him to his bed, apoore one 
(heauen knowes) which ſtanding againſt a Jath-wall right 
oppoſiteto me, I might perceiue him ſoftly liſten to heare 
what paſſed onthe other ſide thereof : and nor long after, 
(being full attentive ro his care, ) might ſee thar leaving to 
hearken,riſing _y vp,and kneeling vpon his bed, he be- 
gan to takeout ſorne bricks which had bene ſet into the wal, 
and afterward, one within asking if there were roome to 
enter at, and he anſwering yes; by little and little, I ſaw him 
helpe ina woman, and [being entred) claſpe her faſt in 
his armes. My ioynts began preſently to tremble, and 
my heart furioully leapt within mee, as if it meantto haue 
lett my breſt: andnot long after, my ſad foulc fully knew 
tiecauſc of theſe efiees; for the luſtfull woman not con-+ 
tented with embraces, bur longing to ſce her batbarous lea- 
cher naked, taking the candle trom whence it hung, ſhee 
no ſooner beheld her tawnie ſweer-heart, butl in her, the 
faire foule-minded Felicrana(tomy forrow,)the baſe ſubic& 
of this ſlaucs luſt. Butthe home-drawne arrow, flyes not 
ſo ſwift from crooked bowe of the fierce C anibal, as po- 
werleſle I with furic ftartcd from yp the horſes feete, and 
{ctting vpon the worthleſle couple with my dagger, bent 
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wholly on revenge, and blinde with contimed icaloutic, 
withovt reſiſtance thruſi the poniard foure ſeucrall times 
thorow the Arores body:and leeing that in the rnterim, Fe 
lictana Aroue to be gone, leaving him,and thinking with my 
ſelfe, that the intent of making her my wiſe, obliged metro 
as much as had ſhe beene fo, catching hold of her arme, 1 
ſtabbed her in as many parts ofher body as I could reach, 
and (doubtleſle)had there ended her life, it the cries of both 
(tor the (lauc by thistime made ſhifrto get into the entry) 
had not preuented mee: for inſtantly at the vprore allthe 

ſeruants were gotten tothe ſtable doore, which I /to my 

ruine. quickly perceiuing) refifted and their entrance, ha- 

vingthe (laue now dead ar my feete ſor a bulwarke, 

In mid't of this confuſion came my miftriſſes brother 
with lights before him, whoml no ſooner fully ſaw, bur 
knew to be the author of my former wound : and hee like- 
wiſe beholding knew me,whereby ſuſpeRing that I(hauing 
notice of his arriuall)came to kill him, hee began lowdly to 
make it manifeſt. Nolefle by this time was the noyſe and 
howling where Feltczane was: which, ber brother fearing 
would be a cauſc of caifing the watch, in reſpe& ofthe par- 
tic in his chamber, (for hee was ignorant of his liſters miſ- 
hap) hee commanded his ſeruants toſhift her away ; bur 
their lucke was ſuch, that at going out of the ſtreere doore, 
they met with the Conſtable, who drawne by the noiſe he 
heard, was newly come thitheryſo that my ſelte now(ſeceing 
my miſtriſſes brother for his wenches danger gotten as 
mongſt the watch, )laying hold vpon the oportunitie,with 
incredible haſte mixing with the troupe, freed my (elf trom 
danger, leauing the maſter and ſeruants there to ſhift as 
well as they could for their faire Ladie, whom with ſorrow 
(hauing ence loued her) I beheld to bee the Senrlizn Dame 
of Cadiz. But time haftenivg mee on, ina trice I was got 

our 


® w——_ - 


= 
”"”}TOY]'ST”—_ O_o 5-4 O'S W—_—_ 2 - <> 
- - — — —_ 
- 


_ — — 


-— 


« — 


— —— - - - —— _—___ = 


= I_— 
—— 
. 


— 
- 


— 


” ad - 6 wane <7: 7 PERS EX a et 
. 


_—— —— 


All... 


138 


_— —. 


GERARDO 
SAS. 8 


out of the ftreer,paſſing as I went vnder Felietans's bay win- 
dowe, by whoft groanes, accompanied with the rioiſe and 
howling of her mother and maides, I might plainely heare 


'fome crying, for Phiſicians,others a Conteflor,which made 


me, without more delayes, get me out of the Citie, and be- 
fore day-breake,aduance two leagues vpon wy way, to a 
towne that belonged toan eſpeciall good friend of my Fa« 
ther , from whom , recciuing a horſe and ſome moncies, 
(conſidering my danger) I haſted fpecdily,and croſſing the 
Alpujaran mountaines , came to the Kingdome of Afur- 
c#4, and at laſt tothe Citic of Falencis, where (my ſoule full 
of bitter and intolerable ſadneſſe) withovr further conſulta- 
tions, I rurned Frier, and betooke my ſclfe ro one of the 
moſt retired orders of that Citic, where bauing remained 
ſome nine moneths of my Probatronerſbep , time curing me 


.of my amorous ſore, and vveary of that ſari life, vvith as 


eaſic adetermimation as I vnderrooke it, I quickly lefrit,and 
ſome month ſince,rerurning tovvard Andalazz4,defirous to 
ſee in vvhat ſtate my affaires vvent, vvhenT leaſt thought of 
it, by the vvay thele Sbanair; fell vpon me, and taking my 
monie and a Pilgrims vveede vvhich I vvore (for my more 
ſafctie ) from mee, brought me to this place, vvhoſe extre; 
mitie makes mee thinke this vvretched misfortune hath be- 
falne me,not more for my former offences,then curting che 
thred of che Religious profeſſion I made choice of. 

This vvas the cnd of the poore impriſoned Gentle- 
mans {ad ſtory, vvhich accompanied vvith Gerards's ſor- 
row, to hts ſighes comforting each other, and re-eftabling 
their commenced friendſhip the neceſſitic of the time; 
made them by mutuall accord addrefic themſclues to 
ſomereſt, 

Some fitteene dayes remaincd theſe poore Gentlemen 
after in this place z in vvbichtime Gererds —_ 

om 
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from his C ameraas's,the intention of their keeping in this 
darke Priſon, vvhich was, to ſell them ro the ficſt Barbari- 
an Frigot that ſhould arrive vpon the Coaſt, vvith whoſe 
Owner Pedracs had made agreement, -and fold his Priſo- 
ners for ſome rwemty, ſome thirty crownes a man, This 
nota little comforted Gerardo, the (ale aſturing him of his 
libertie, ſince he preſumed his Brother or friends would 
ranſfome him and with this new hope, giuing more alacri- 
tieto his late deſpiſed life , hee diſpoſed himſclte with a 
manly and contagious heart, to expeR theend and vpthor 
of his misfortunes : ſecking withall co ridde and blot our 
of his minde, the loathed remembrance of the vile /acints, 
who now knew how ſhee came amongſt thoſe Rogues : 
for one of his companions informed by one of the other, 
told him, that foure moneths ſince, they mer her, loſt or 
rather flying in a Mountaine (as ſhee gave to vnderſtand) 
from a Brother of hers; and that their Captaine enamou- 
red ors her beauty, tooke her along with him , cauſing 
her rochange her womans habit, and his followers to 0- 
bey and reſpe& her equally as him their Maſter: and ſure! 

this was the Religious Order ſhe ſo truely longed after. 


. ſtrange kind of change & varicty in woma was this,a light- 


neſle beyond belicfe, where my vnderſtanding hath quite 
loft footing, and my iudgement is paſt wading. I thinke 
it needleſle to ſcarch curiouſly into the reaſon , why this 
creature grew ſo prodigall of her honour :. for ſince Ge» 
rardo,whom it moſt concerned, could not vnderſtand it , 
it may vvell bee let alone ; yet it is not amiſſe to ſer 
downe his deſcription of vvomans vazious condition in: 


vis briefe Sonnet, 


He 


140 GERARDO, 


He, in aViol the S annes Atomes takes, 
Retorting tech raylingly offends, 
To tame with flatt ring high growne ſeas pretends, 
Or nimbler winde with ruuning ſwift orctakes, 
Or whips, to ſcourge the flames his hands he makes, 
Clouds in a Net to catch, time precious ſpends, 
Or in a circle lookes ( where none are) end3 
In ,Xtna weepes and thinkes that heat be [lakes : 
A mad-mans counſell, or a dumbe t' expreſie 
A ſmile from death, from fortune conftancee, 
Truth from « Poet, from a ficke man taite, 


| | Owict from Priſons $reopes from wilderneſſe, 
as 
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4 From Angels teares, from dreames a certaintie , 
1 Askes he, hat toyles, to finde « woman chaſte. 


Toturne tothe preſent:Some fifteene dayes after he had 
remained in this Cauerne, himſelfe and his enforced com- 
pany,being one night faſt aſleepe, with a huge noiſe of peo- 
ple that ſeemed to deſcend the Caue, ſuddenly awoke , and 
; Atraighr imagining their enormious ſale was contriued 
| with ſome Mooriſh Pyrate, each man began to prepare 
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bimſclfe.. They were no whit deceiued, as being ſoone be- 
ſer with Mooriſh cryes, and Arabicke Souldiours , that 
with their drawne Scimitars,together with a confuſed bab. 
bling, began to faſt binde, and (turning them out of their 
Dangeon) to guide them toward the Sca-fide, vvhere they 
imbarke them ina well-man'd Frigort,that lay there hidina 
cloſe creeke, s . 

Burt ſcarce had Gerardo ſet foote a-boord, when hee ſaw 
moſt of the Theeues,and their Captaine, together with the 
vngratefull Jicrzte,well tettered and manaclcd, whereat he 
was not a little aſtoniſhed, though,to ſee her and that baſe | 
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crue in ſuch eftate,tempered with ſome ioy, bis admiration 
aſſuring himſclic that iuſt Heaven had revenged him fut- 
ficiently on his enemies. For you muſt know that Altoyorme 
a famous Pyrat,and Peareca's diſlembled friend, having 
that afternoone arriued on the coaſt,and landed on the nec- 
reſt ſhore a hundreth of his beſt Souldiers, he rclolued like: 
an Lnfidell as he was, to-breake his word and promiſe ; or 
happely,incited by the Diuine Providence, that his Intide- 
litie might be a due punithment to theirs, that being Chri- 
ſtians,ſold their deare Country-men to the barbarous ene- 
mies of our Sacred Faith : and fo in the night ſtole vpon. 
their Cabbins,when they were moſt ſecure, and ſeized on: 
them and Pedrage in /acinta's imbraces; and notwithſtand- 
ing their complaints,and threats, leauing them well bound, 
and ſure in the Frigor,the ſubrill Pyrar returned with one of 
themfor his Guide, to ſhew him the Caue .where the Pri- 
ſoners were; and ſo elapping his whole booty a-boord, be- 


fore day he ſer ſayle, ſicering toward the clayic Wharfe of 


Argizrs; which courfe to their great content,but our poore 
Chriſtians their greater diſcomfort , with a proſperous 
galethey.held on, till cowards nine of clocke the next mor- 
ning; at what time a forcible Lewaxt encreafing vpon them, 
the sky was inſtantly coucred with blacke clouds , threat» 
ning thoſechar cut the ſurging waues, with an approaching 
fiorme : the angry vvinde ſull re-inforcing , and the preg- 
nant clouds, fpowring out ſtreames of water , the skic 
likewiſe with confuſed - Thunder and Lightning ap- 
peared ail on a light flame. Here, thoſe that thould haue 
gouerned the ſlorme-droven Frigot, ſccing their danger, 
and wanting all courage, clapping vp their Oarcs, and tur- 
ning the Sailes totheir Stead, they yeelded themiclues to 
the tury of the mercileſſe Windes.. 

Eucry mums the bxackiſh waues , gaping to the Seas 

very 
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yery cemer, ſeemed to ſwallew the vngouerned Barke ; in 
which, nothing was now heard, but moane, vowes and 
promiles,aſwell from the Pagan Turkes,as miſerable Chri- 
ſians, increaſing with the night, that now with ominous 
darkneſſc came vpon them,togerher with a terrible diftruſt 
in their afflicted hearts, eſpecially in the faire Ix@#ts's,who 
ſotooke on (as might haue prouoked Marblero pitic) and 
indecd all of vs pitticd her, ſuch exquiſite force and vertue 
hath beauty, that as well from focs as friends, inthe cuſto- 
mary Lawes of Nature , findes pitic in extremities. Ge- 
rards's chiefe care in this confuſion , was to quit himſelfe 
of a great chaine which he was tycd with, that if the worſt 
ſhould happen, whether becing out of their courſe 


| ſheuld ſplit vpon Rockes , or being neere the Coaſt,runne 
| on a Shelfe,he might freely ſhift for himſelfe, 
| In this manner, and hurricd on with the ſwift Lexar, 
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with much danger they failed backe againe in the Straights 
_ being able to helpe it) till rowards day-breake z and 
the florme a lictle ceaſing, doubling a point and Cape 


t 

nt called Gate, vpon a ſudden they fell vpon three Ships of 
| the Armada Royall of Spawe, who toft vp and downe in 
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that ctorme, came allo —_ ro take ſhelter. Butno ſeoner 
rooke the Frigot notice of the danger, when preſently with 
Oares 18 hand, they began to tugge amaine ng ene- 
mic , whoalſo began to giue them chaſe, the Admirallfor- 
moſt which was one of them, Bur ſeeing the Prize almoſt 
ready to ourfirip them), giuing them a Peece from her fore- 
caſile, it lighted ſo happily. vpon the Frigot, that together 
with the Scas violence in the ſtorme, that made her in ma- 
ny parts leaky z ina trice the hurt ſhe receiued by the bullet 
was percciued : forthe water entred her ſo faſt, that for all 
the pittious cryes they within her made,8& before the Ship 
could come to her ſuccour,in a moment ſhe begants finke, 


and 
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and as many as were in her to periſh; atleaſtall tuch as with 
theaffrightmene of the ſtorme, bad norihe happineſſe,to 
get into the Shallop; in which, ſome of the Capriues,with 
the Barbarians,cfcaped che ſhips danger, &preſent death. 

Gerardo might alſo hane ran the ſame hazard, had he not 
couragioully foreſcene it; for wiſe men in neither fortune 
are depriuedof provident __ But he(as Heaven per- 
mitted)laying hold vpon a CheR that wasnext him, kept 
himſelie vpon top of the ſalt waues,till ſuch time asthe Ad- 
mirall drew neere; and caſtingout a Ropes end,he and the 
Granadizom Gentleman oi 

Gerardo could no longer ſupport the juſt anger of his 
wronged heart, bur ſuffered himſelfe ar laſt ro be vanquiſh- 
ed by his amorous reſentment, by ſeeing her , whom hee 
once feruently aftced, before his eyes ( helplefſe ) periſh: 
and though her hateful leuicy worthily deſerued a more ri- 
gorous puniſhment ; yet this laſt, which he thought heauen 
inflited by the deuouring waues, ſo compaſlionately mo- 
ued him,that he could-ca(ily haue followed her fate, were ir 
not too an ingratitude to his miraculous deliuerance, 


froma death,or at leaſtſeruile bondage. It was no 


ſmall comfort to ſee himſclfe now ſafe amongſt ſo many 
valiant Souldicrs of his Nation; who, ourof a Noble ge- 
neroſitie, ſeeing him as it were naked, taking ſome of their 
owne cloathes from their backes ( not knowing, who or 
whence he was) clad and vſcd him asa Brother or particu» 
lar friend + cill arriving at the Port of Saint Zacer, taking, 
leaue of the Generall & his Noble company, as 
alſo of the Grenadinien Gentleman , who tra- 
uclled another way , he went on ſhore, as. 
full of interiour ſorrow,as void of 
comfortable rcliefe. : 


The end of the ſecond Diſco ſe. 


THE 


VNFORTVNATE 


SrANIARD:; 


The third Diſcourſe, 


27 H.z Tragicall end of (fars, and thela- 
{ mentable ſucceſlc of lacints, had 
brought the vofortunate Gentleman 
to ſuch a miſerable paſſe, that he was 
now wholly determined to conclude 
* the remainder of bis vvearied hfe in 
| S the barren ſolitude of thoſe yncilled 
fields, refuſing for cuer in his free choiſe, the entifing ard 
dangerous aboadc in greatand populous Cities,ſhunnipg 
ard retiring himſclfe trom their very names, as the peſlite- 
rous —_ and contagious venime, from which his 
minde and bodic both ſo worne eſcaped. - And certainely 
letthis reſolution of his be duely weighed , any one may 
caſily conceiue how happily Geraraotell into ſuch confide 
ration, {ince to auoid his dilaſicons fortune, hee could not 
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chuſe a fitter remedy,nor on his owne bchalfe,take a courſe 
more worthy his manly reſolution. But vvho can preuent 
his owne vohappy fate or fortune?who can reſiſt what high 
Heauen hath once ordained: So that Gerardo, where hee 
moſiforcibly ſtroue to ſhunne the Diuine Planets, there he 
grewneereft totheir maleuolent influence, and his owne 
misfortunes. 

He ſeemed to be transformed into another Epimethens, 
or one that had taſied of Pandoras box. Well, he had ſcarce 
imprinted his ſteps in the filuer Sand and Margent of that 
Port-inundation of the famous and ſwift Betis, when led by 
his ſolitary cogitations, leaving the Citie on his lett hand, 
he proſecuted a way, in which his free will (an vncertaine 
grade) coducted him ouerVallies, Paſtures, vn-cnen waics, 

ils, and vnacceſſible high Mountaines : till one after- 
noone about Sun-tet ( after he had ſpent ſome two dayes 
in this kinde of wearineſſe) deſirous to giuea little refreſh- 
ing to his tired Body,and prying to and fro for a conuenis 
ent ſhelter to paſſe che approaching night in, ( carcleſſe of 
any morrall encounter) it was his chance to efpy a Shep- 
heards Cotrage, which ſeared at the footeof a ſpreading 
Oake,madethe place and ſituation more delig fl . 

Gerardo was nothing ſorry to haue lighted on ſo good a 
harbour, rather ourot gladneſſe, willing ro draw neere, hc 
went on,but quickly made a mannerly ſtand,fearing to in- 
terruptthe ſweet Voice of a comely Swaine,that fat ypon 
the cucr-greene fruitfull graffe,was ar this time ſivging,or 


rather cloſing vp of the Song, to the Mulſicke of an ill- 
ſhap'rRebecke. 


'when fixt Caliſto gizes vp ber cleere light, 
And Courtiers bye like Lead 
In ſinking Featherbed ; 
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Then make Iready nets for my deitrht; 

And with the ſmiling morne take « £5 flight: 

Setting each bait and grune, 

That Fiſh and Fowles doth ninne, 

To nibble ( caught and cozen'd with my ſlight, 

Then dee | finde and fallow tw, w_Y 

Greyhound and flying Hare: Ho-lo0 

Grey-hound) that ſcarce lea ſt print in graſie ; 
Let then th ambitions flatt'rer bus tame ſpend, 
(Waiting) on focte : fo ( like a Taper)end. 

He enme:s me ( 1 knew) peore Aſie. 


The Song ended, had not our Gentleman beene on his 
es, his eyes broad-waki his whole (elfe leaning 
to the Barke of a greene Willow , doubtleſſe his fancic 
might (as a fained dreame ) haue ſhaped, the . 
Shepheard, V oice,and Song, which ſured well ro his li- 
king,as hearing it conclude with _—_ of a Country. 
life : but this was not the greateſt eftect it wrought , for 
he, tranſported with the tones eleuation , beganne to fall 
backe into the remembrance of his paſt misfortunes, and 
loſing himſelfe,as being wholly intangled in them, with- 
out all helpe (vanquiſhed Py the —_— of his wocs) 
ferching adcepe figh, his fences forſaking him , hee fell 
downe vpon the ſpringing Grafle , cauſing no {mall alre- 
ration inthe carelefle Swaine,wirh the ſudden noiſe of his 
fall; who after ſome pawſe, and thinking on the cauſe of ir, 
caſting the ſhrill Inſtrument away, ſtraight ranne to him 
that was falne, and (ſettling his head on his knee) confide- 
ring withall his goodly preſence,folitar nefſe and difmay- 
ing, could not bur much relent, and dcfire ro know t 
party,together with the cauſe of his malady : and fo lea- 
uing him a while vpon the ground, cntring his Cotta - 
all 
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and bringing out with him,a neat cup ot Red T. amart ke he 
filled it from the Criſtailine Fountaine, which nor tarre off 
{ſprung fr6 the center of a ſtony Rock : and turning ſpeedily 
tothe fainting Gentleman, ſprinkling part of the water on 
his meager cheekes, hee brought him by degrees to him- 
ſelte , crying out with inward grones, and this following, 

with a faint voice. How long, confuſed thoughts ! will you 
torment my ſad ſoule, repreſenting till her paſt grietes ? 
More he would hauefaid,it, taking notice ofthe charitable 
company, and vyondring at his owne ſuccefſe, he had not 

turned his commenced ſorrow into gratitude for his fuc- 

cour 
ing 


» giving the Swaine due thankes,who with the follow- 
dikcou rie, and a ſmiling countenance, cut him off, ſay- 
ing: Truely, Gallant Youth, your ſudden diſtemper hath 
cauſed ſuch a reſentment in my heart, that I could well 
beare apart with you, ſo I thought it might any way caſe 
you of the inward griefc , with which I ſee you affhQcd : 
take courage, man, and (if poſſible) expell the originall of 
your ſad complaints; for knowing how hurtfull they are , 
you doe ill to admit of their alu company : and (if you 
pleaſe)lervs in, to my Cottage; where, as wellto me, as to 
the reſt of my company(who wil notbe long from vs)with 
our homely plainenefſe, you ſhall be heartily welcome,ard 
this1 can freely promiſe. 

Gerardo was not a linle pleaſed with ſo loving an offer ; 
and therefore returning his beſt thankes , to ſo worthy a 
courtelie, he thus made anſwere : 

Impute not ( courtcons Shepheard ) my hearts weake- 
neſle, any way to want of courage in my minde; nor that 
my late accident grew from a corporall neceſlitic : for ſuch 


| ( were they neuer ſo painefull) my patience vvould wears 


them out, or time might in time happely relieue them. 
Onely belceuc and pardon _ paſſion and —_— 
2 ol 
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of my ſoul, in which it is ſo anciently rooted, fo entirely 
the very ſcltcſamerthing with ir, that it is paſt all remedie, 
euen growneeternally incurable, Bur not all the griefe I 
feele,or forrow I mult laſtingly endure, ſhall make me cucr 
forget: how much I owe to your fauour done me z though 
my {l:nder abilities muſt leaue to the Superionr powers  - 
due recompence and fatisfaQtion for your good will, in of. 
fering me your company,or rather accepting mine ; which 
fince you pleaſe to eſteeme of , wy fairhfull proteſtation 
ſhall be ro ſerue you as long as you like ro admit me. The 
oucr-ioy'd Shepheard would haue replide, when not farre 
from the Cottage, fiue men appeared, who drawing nec- 
rer,a!l gaue akinde of reuerenceto him that was with Ge- 
rardo , which made him perceive hee was their chiefe (as 
true it was) for he had many great flockes, to vvhich thoſe 
five looked too; and many Herds of Carrell, thar vp 
and down in the Forreſt where they were. Now all of them 
beeing ſer at the doore of the thatcht _—_ having the 
naturall pleaſant greene, in ſtead of more olorous Diaper, 
they fell c to Supper, ſo merrily welcoming their 
new gheſt, as,his tare had bcene lefle contentfull at a great 
mans Table. 
Celis (for ſo hight the worthy Shepheard) could not ſup- 
—_ ſuch a ſubicR as Gerards ( being adorned vvith 
o good parts of humanitic) could want the knowledge of 
delightfull Muſicke : and therefore offering, when Supper 
was ended, the Rebecke to his band, faid, Ir isnort poſhble , 
good Sir, that he who is ſo complete, ſhould bee defeFtiue 
m this worthy qualiticz and therefore let mee requeſt you 
on the bchalte of theſe preſent, that you be pleaſed to giue 
vsatouch of your Muſicall skill and Voice, fince you haue 
heard mine already, and rewaine my debtor. 
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turned te Celts this anſwere : How-euer my freſh affaires 
rather prouoke my minde to dolorous fighes, then to 
ſuſpend them with ſweet accents; yer the deſire my heart 
hath to bee confirmed in your friendſhip , ſhall vvinne 
ſomething from my griefes to obey you with, confident 
that yourloue will make vp what wants in skill ; and ſo tu- 
ning firſt the Inſtrument, and after his Voice, he ſung this 
Dirtie, including ſomthing to the company,and the reſt to 
his owne miſhaps. | 


The rugged Moantaine from a friendly weine, 
neelads to the greedy Merchant, plenteons ſtore, 
(Ex'n till bis bagges be full) of prec ous Ore, 

Or the Red bloud he drinkes till bur ft agtine. 
The knottie-feoted corne of golden graine 

From yellow neck, aud pregnant eare, yeelds more 

To the glad hasband-man, then fils bis flaore : 

(Reward to former patnes in plowing tane.) 

Tet doth not gold, the crazing appetize 

Of Merchant cr aw nor wheat of grumbling clown: 

For theſe ghe more they haue, wore court [{ill, 
Like ſuch,am 1: their fleps I tread &-right, 

For though 1 reape deſires fruit, yet ( caſt downe) 

My good is leffen d with increaſe of ill, 

The Song ended,and the (hort mention of his griefes ſo 
begattrueones in him, that, though hee meant to haue 
one on vvith ſome other more pleaſing Ditty, for his new 
riends,it was not poſſible for him, (beſides) that they alſo 
much taken with his ſweet voice,defired to re enioy it, But 
ſeeing the iuſtneſle of his cauſe, they would not cuer-preſle 
him; ſothat growing now ſomewhar late,they betookthem 
totheirreſtzand the next morning , the Shepheards roſe 
early,cach one to his ſeuerall charge, ſaue Gerardo & Celzo , 

bo HS 6. vvho 
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who preparing Nets for hſhing, Dogs and Ferrets for hun- 
ting,in ſuch delightfull cxercilcs ſpent this day , and alſo 
many more. 

Gerardo had cauſed to be made forhim , a- corious field. 
garment of painted wilde-beafts skins, and now to Celis's 
1ofinire content, lived in thoſe Delarrs as happily, as vvil. 
ling neuer to forget them; till one cuening roward night, 
leaving Celts roward the _ of the Mountaine; driuin 
his lockes to ſhade ; himſelte hot and vveary, returned al 
alone backe to the Contage: at vvhich time, amongſt the 
thicke ſpreading Trees, . Wk appeareda Woman , vvho 
comming neererto him, made him not alittle wonder at 
her ſight, as well inreſpe@ of her tender age and beautie, 
as to ſee her allblubber'd,fad & afflited,vvhich made him 
ſuſpe&, that ſomething (ordinarie to vvomen that frequent 

oods) had hapned vnto her, though her true ſignes of 
gricfe made himthinke it might bee againſt her conſent : 
vvhich egged him on the more to know the occaſion that 
brought _ thus ſolicarily,on foote and ful of forrow: and 
fo comming neerer,beforec he could ſpeake, ſhe firſt ſalured 
him zand Gerardo returning, with his accuſtomed covurteſie, 
deſired herto fie downe, ard grieued to ſee herſo diſquic- 
ted, fitting by her,with gentle ſpeech hee began thus to ac- 
coſt her: 

Lſhould be glad (faire Gentlewoman) thatwnlading 
fome part of the ſorrowes that o'reflow your breft, you 
would giue mce an account of them, and the cauſe that 

| makes you wanderintheſe remore defarts, ſo, without com- 
pany, though accompanied with fuch ſad fignes, as by 
their ſhewes make your grietes moſi important. 

Whilſt the good Gerards vitered this to the affliaed 
Dame, hercleere cycs ceaſed not to ſhead frequent teares, 
and her panting heart to ſcnd forth ſome groancs p - 
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length, willing to yeeld an anſwer to bim that fo willingly 


expected ie, drying the drops from thoſe criftall ſireames, 
and getting ſome thort leaue from her afflitions , wich a 
fightſent from her hearts bottome, and mourneſull rone, 
ſhe 


Ifthe immenſe ſorrow that cuen bereaues me of my ſen- 
ccs, vvould give way to my tongue, to cxpreſſe the cauſe 
of it, ſure I am, courteous friend, that your compaſſionate 
heart, vvould with a new and cquall feeling , bearc a part 
in the preſent paine , vvith which my ſoule is rormented; 
and therefore let me requeſt you, for your owne ſake, nor 
to imporrune me to the narration ; for vvhere all humane 
relicfe failes, that can be bur fruitleſſe ; onely ler me intreate 
atthe preſent to let mee know how neereLam to an 
cations, and how farre it may bee from this ſhady V 
_ the towne of Ceſari»«, vyhere itis fu(for the reſtoring 

my fad life, if it be poſſible) that I this nighe arrive. To 
4 . - 

vhich Gerarde, fomewbat abaſhed at her diſtruſt, replyed: 

Moſi beautifull Miſtris, 'twere cafie to all-pirying Hcauens 
4 toeffeR, that vnderthis courſe Weed , and ruſticke Skitis: 
you ſee, ſome noble blood might be incloſed; and a heart, 
not onely longing to receiue the demanded fauovr , bur 
premptand prepared to hazard alife vporrany occaſion, in 
which you ſhall employ it; and perſwade not your ſclfe,nei- 
ther ſo much as imagin,thart the ill you ſpeake of, is ir-reme- 
wg — 9, though it vvere inthe higheſt extremi- 
tic, there is hope of comtorr and reliefe ; nor miſprize not 
him that thus vaknowne ſhewes you ſo meane an outſide, 
lince many times there is found in the forſaken and wilde 
hearbe of the field, that truc and healrhfull antidote , that 
oft in the precious Treacle is vvanting: touching the places 
diſtance you aske for, you arc much vvide of itz tor beſides 
the not being ableto RS Tt high way, 
4 you 
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. youhaue from thence along League and moreto Ceſarina: 
your beft courſe therefore, (it you pleaſe) is, robe my gheſt 
till morning, and in yonder thatcht Cortage, you ſhall bee 
as, vvell entertained; honeſtly welcome. The affliaed 
Dame could not ſuppoſe ſuch Phraſe did proceed tromleſle 
then a well diſpoſed perſon; and in this thought caſling her 
faire eyes vpon him, conſidering well of his ha and mo- 
deſt countenance, ſhe gaue credit ro herſuppolition, and - 
not dillking bis offer, derexmined to accept it; and ſoher 
bitter moane ſomewhar qualified, thee vied theſe amorous 
ſpeeches : Your diſcreet language hath vvrought fonota- 
ble ancff<& in wy heart , that, vvith ir you hauenor onely 
giuen me incouragement, but vvithall obliged me ro whar 
1s {0 conuenient ,and(night approching ) would haue en- 
forced me to beg, vvhich I ſhall be glad to: receive, vpon 
the aſſurance of che inuiolable good viage you promiſe me: 
and inlicuthereof, that you may not thinke me ſome ſtrag- 
gling hauſe-wite, L ſhall knowne make vnto you, the occa- 

n of my loſt percgrination through theſe wilde deſagts : 

for though the principall moriue adnfits no earthly com- 
fort, yet ſureI amthe reſt, as acceſlarics , ſball finde it in 
your juſt commiſeration. 

The noble Citic divided from her Suburbes by the ſwiſt 
Streame of the renown'd Gaadalqaezbir , is my natiue ſoyle; 
where, to my owne proper and others miſaqduentures, I 
was borne: in my tender infancic. I was bercaved.of both 
my Parents, yet not wholly an Orphan, bauing in ſicad of a 
Father, his Brother (to whom Lvvas keft) my Jouing Vn- 
kle, marricd at this prefent to a Dame of the Prouince;one, 
that as (he is well deſcended , -and endowed with the beſt 

- naturall gifts, ſo, ambitious of her infamy and looſe condi- 
ton; a very idolatrefſe of her owne luſt, inclined to that on- 
ly and her wanton freedome: hex dilorderly courſes came 

| xc 
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to that gr = , as gaue ſufficient marter and be- 
ginning tothe atflition you now behold inimce : for the 
roſecution of her laſciujous appetite, could not ſo ſecret- 
be handled, burrhat rhe luſtfull and raging louc,ſhe bore 

a handſome young Gentleman our neighbour,came ro my 
Vakle his notice,and no longer ago thenyeſterday,l being 
allalone in my chamber, not dreaming of the iclous rage 
that poſſeſſed him, (it growing now towards night)I might 
ſe him-in a firange diftraftionentred where 1 was,ſo enra- 


| 

; 

; _ ged, that aſwell by his fierie eyes, as bloodlefſle viſage , hee 
, made knowne ſomething had bred him much diſtaſte, and 
/ I riſing in no leſle feare to ſalute him, (hbauing (hurt my 
fy chamber doore too) and vnſheath'd aſharpe Ponyard hee 
J had en, laying next faſt hold vpon me; now almoſtdead in 
N bis armes, ſetting the point of it to my throat, he proceeded 
” to this frightfull diſcourſe: Were it not fora more vrgent 
7. revenge L haue in hand, doubt nor, vngratefull Clore , ( for 
2 this, gentle Shepherd, is my name) bur this Dagger ſhould 
T let out thy accurſed life; and with it that baſe and counter- 
N- fet blood of mine, which lurkes in thy ignoble breſt : bur 
in be aſſured ofa preſent diſpatch,ifinſtantly thou reweale nor, 


what thou haſt long concealed, the beinga worthleſſe wit- 
nefſe of my diſhonour and affront. There is no faining of 
excuſes, or pleading ignorancecan ſeruec turne; ſuffice it, [ 
know the truth,and not any thy diſcharge can preuaile,nor 
will I euer belecue thee to bee ignorant ofthe baſe wrong, 
thy Aunt,my trecherous wife hath done me; diſpatch ther- 
fore and loſe no more time, then what may be Gow in my 
juſt ſarisfaRionz telling me truly who is the bold adulterer, 
thar ſporting the puritic of mine honour, hath robbed mee 
of my fame, diſgraced my houſe, ruin'd my reputation,and 
bereaued me of my beſt life, by ioftiting an cuer-laſting 
Luing death of diſhonour, My ſoule hearingthis , was fo 
| CRE - amazed, 
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amazed, that vnablc to reply, or to vofold my lippes, or 
mooue my tongue-tyed Palate, I ſiooda good while in 
this aſtoniſhment, till bearing my Vnkle beganne with new 
fury to threaten me, caſting my lelfe at his feer,and craving 
pardon for,my ſlacknefie,(the pale aſpeQ of my incxorable 
Fate blinding mine eycs,and clouding my vnderſtanding) 
without more delayes Lat length reucaled , what my heare 
ſo long before had layed vpin filence,by ſatisfying his moft 
certaine fuſpitions, not hiding the leaſt circumftance,as wel 
touching who the Gallant was, as alſo his egrefle , and the 
laſciuious conuerſation in.thcir diſhoneſt loves. Hauing at- 
tentiuely heard me out , without ſo much as a words reply, 
going out by the way he came, and ſhutting my doore on 
the other fide after him, he left me ſo confu we, 
that, fearing ſome wofull end, for by what I had diſcoue- 
red, I could expe& no leſſe) ouercome with this feare, I re- 
ſolued not to expe@the cuent; and therefore taking the ri- 
cheſt of my Icwels, by a window, which (without Grates) 
lookedto the ſtreet, (theſheetes of my bed ſeruing mee in 
ſiexd ofa Ladder) without being ſcene by any, I got out of 
the houſe and Citic likewiſe in this manner you 
with a purpoſe not to haue reſted, tillI came to the defired 
Gates of Ceſarin;a towne which belonged to my deceaſed 
Fathers elder brother, where I had often beene in the com- 
ny of a Couſin-Germane of mine, fole daughter and in- 
wes. fr tothe Owner, whoſe beauty, (thus little to di 
from my Story) hath the iuſt title of moſt exquiſite in all 
this Province, fertilized by the overflowing Betis. But my 
crucll Fates would not that this boldneſſe ſhould remaine 
vnpuniſhed; and ſo hauing ſome halfe a League from the 
Citic, met with a man that was going thicherward, wonde- 
= ſee me alone, and at ſuch a time of night in the wild 
ligh way,and comming necre vnto me,(repreſenting then, 
me 
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me thought, my feare of the angry arme and Ponyard 
anew) asked, which way I trauelled without company,and 
ina Countrey ſodangerous; and other matters , that nci- 
ther my feare ſuffered mee to take notice of, or make an» 
ſwerz till ſuch time as he perceiving my alceration, comfor- 
ring me the beſt he could, vnderſtood of mee which way I 
was to gozto which purpoſe moſt honeſtly hee offered mee 
his company and ſervice : fo bent vpon it, that notwith- 
ſtanding all my refuſals and intreaties , hee would needes 
tarne backe with me: and (o going on, began to beguile the 
way and tedious night , with merry tales ſo proper, that I 
was then glad of his ſoone vnluckie company : for my con- 
rent was =_— turned into ſuch a griefe, as will neuer, as 
long as lite laſts, forſake me, Here the wretched Cri more 
outragioully falling backe into her former moane, breaking 
off (without hearing or admitting the leaft comfort)ſhe be- 
an to weepe and figh afreſh; her teares in Gerards bred 
fe bkeeffe&, and vnable to abſtaine, he accompanied her 
intheſame paſhon. Bur ſeeing with the nights approach, 
the comming home ofthe Shepherds might interrupt her 
diſcourſe, hee more carneſily importuned her to the con- 
cluſion: ſo perceiving the jy hue an ſhe had to her volun- 
tary promiſe, with freſh teares, ſhe entred where ſhe lefr. 
rce had we gone two leagues, (as ſaid my trecherous 
ide) when finding by my wearineſſe the neceſſity I had of 
,or mga 1 berter to put his damnable —_ 
inexecution , mee by the hand, vnder colour of ha- 
uving mee reſt my ſelfe, and bidding mee follow him, wee 
firucke out of the way: I (not knowing whither hee would —— 
carry me, nor hauing ſo much courage as to giue him the 
ſlip) walked on a good way, till at laſt comming to certaine 
breaches of earth, and deepe pits, I might heare the melan- 
Choly noyſe of a Brooke running amonglt the craggic 
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Rockes, which fo affliacd my diſconſolate minde, that I 
forthwith preſaged ro my ſelte the lamentable ſucceſſe thar 
did attend me; and in the ſudden apprehenſion of my feare, 
turning to. my companion, I intreated him, we might paſſe 
no further; which indeed ſuted better for bis purpoſe then 
her ignorance, that ſo fooliſhly truſted her (clfe with one 
ſhe knew not. And this plainely appeared; for aſſoone as 
euer he ſaw mee layd downe on the ſandy ground to take 
ſome refreſhing, without beeing able, with all my weake 
womans defence to helpe my ſclt,or to prevaile, with noyſe, 
teares and intreaties, at laſt (the reuengefull ſword of iuſt 
Heauen all the while ( I know not for what ſecret cauſe) 
ſheathed againſt ſo greatan offence,and deafe to my hoarſe 
cries ) I was by him rauiſhed. Neither ceaſed the barba- 
rous executioner of mine honour ſo, but having diſrobed 
me of ſome of my beſt apparell, and robbed mee of the 
Iewels I inconſiderately carried about me, leauing me as it 
wereat thelaſt gaſpe of my wearicd life, he fled,and leftme 
alſo to my freſh complaints, to demand juſt vengeance of 
heauen and earth for my wrong. But woe is me, my gricfes 
were ſcattered in the Ayre , or like CharaQers written on 
thoſe Sands, ſince he was gone without puniſhment, and I 
remained loſt in this wildernesto bewaile my misfortunes; 
which ſhall euer be before mine eyes, to cry for revenge, 
and my death to gue them end. And ending her ſto he 
began againe to ſolemnize it with her teares , Gera#do's dil- 
crect perſwaſions notable ro dry them; who ſenſible of hee 
griefe , endeuoured all he mightto glue her comfort. 

By this time with darke cold night, the gentle Celo and 
his Shepherds approched to the pleaſing ſheler of their 
thatched Cottage; whom, when our Gerardo heard, with a 
cheerefull heart he went out to meet them;and giuing them 
notice of the new-come Gheft, they all went wid bi to 
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ſalute and welcome her , vvith no ſmall admiration at her 
beauty and attire, and (to ſay true) none of them gaue any 
grearcreditto Gererdotouching the cauſe of her arriuall : 
rather taking C /9r+for his Paramour, diſſembling the buſi- 
neſſe, after ſupper they left the Cortage free ro them both, 
But Gerardo perceiuing this their knauiſh courtefic, began 
with deepe proteſtations to fatisfic them to the contrarie 
but none of all could once preuaile with Ce{to and the reſt, 
to make them inany wiſe returne againe to the Cotrage : 
fo Gerardo feeing no remedy, —_— well as he could) 
a hard Bed, intreated the grieued Clo, ro lic downe and 
ive her wearied body ſome reft. Bur his intreatics could 
| nogood vponthe wotull Dame, which much troubled 
himz ſo that hopeleſſe of her receiving comfort by his 
meanes, night growing further on, and his eyes ſomewhat 
drowſie, he fell faſt aſleepe by her; bur had not taken a full 
houres reſt, when (the liucly image of Iawants repreſented 
to his dreaming fancie, iult as hee faw her ſiruggling with 
the furious wauecs:)the heauy ſlumber ſo wrought vpon his 
fences, and his diſquictneſfe. was ſuch, that it awoke him, 
with the horror and affrighethat ſuch a ſad remembrance 
might produce; in which anguiſh fitting bolt vp in his bed, 
looking about him for the paſſionate Clori, hee found - 
her wanting,vvbich not alittle affe&ed his mind, doubrfull 
whether (belike carefull ofher honeſtie, as miſdoubting his 
promiſe) (he might chance to haue hid her ſelfe amongſt 
the neighbouring trees, he ran haſlily out of the Corrage: 
to ſecke her, carrying onely with him a ſtrong ſheep-hooke 
for his Armes and defence. - But no ſooner gor hee out of 


. the ſtrawic Lodging, when he heard the mo of foot- 


ſieps, guided (as hc ſuppoſed) reward the high Rockesand. 
Spring-head of a neerce-running Fountaine': Gerardo has 
ftcning chither, a pretty way from him,eſpicda Bulk going 
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apace downetoward a Brooke; to which all thoſe running 
Springs of the hulles pay their tribute, giuing it the name 
of agoodly Riuer, withall, looking more warily, as 
hauing the bright ſhining Moone to helpe him, he might 
plaindy behold by her womans Garments, that it was 
Cleri, who made fo faſtaway , and that though he lowdly 
called on her, ſhe ſtill held on her courſe, withour affoor. 
ding an anſwer : which made him (not a little amazed) 
mend his pacez and fo breaking thorow the intricate 
hes, and h thicker, in a trice hee ouertooke her, 
but | curoflirent, chat vnable to ſtay himſclte , ouer- 
throwing —_—y both came tumbling dowae together; 
neither _— o ſtopped from falling into the Brooke, 
but that Gererao, ſeeing himſelfe al loſt, with incredi- 
ble celeritice maruellouſly recouered himſelfe : yer ſeein 
Clori ſtirred neither hand nor foor, fearing the ſuddenneſſe 
of the fall might cauſe this trance, taking her in his armes, 
he returned to the Cottage; where laying her on bed, and 
kindling ſome dry ſtickes, before the reſt of the company 
might be raiſed with the accident, hee brought her againe 
hn ſences ; but opening her eyesgit was with ſuch grie. 
uous ſighes, and extraordinary affrightment, that the 
poore Cemicann himſelfe cuen ſuffered with her : and 
thinking verily, that all this in Clrz,proceeded from ſome 
deſpairefull imaginations, yyith the beſt language that his 
wiledome preſent to memory , hee indeauourcd to 
cheare her, till ax length her body wearied, with the con- 
tinuall royle of her mindes burdenſome ſorrow , her deli. 
cate necke ſubic& ro the pillow, and her ſclte to ſoft reſt, 
{he gaue way to Gerardo (though with more warines then 
formerly) to do the like. 
Towards morning they awoke, and being day, roſe ; at 
what time the faireClri delirous to retum to her way,and 
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taking thankefull leave of Celoand his ſhepherds, accom. 
u_ onely by the ſolitary Gentleman, till ſuch time as 
mighr (er her ——_ _—_ ry _ left the 
Corrage, and being not atcer arrived at the partin 
Cori wack him go no farther, to than lirtls 
diſcontenment of his noble heart : and ſeeing him ſtil ob- 
ſtinate to-goe with her, ſhe aduertized him of the danger; 
which, by beeing ſecne with her, might n_ ro him, 
if ſo be by thoſe (thar in all likelihood were after her 
from Seaxt) he ſhould be found in her company, Where 
fore Gerardo acknowledging her aduice (though 
much againſt his wil)followed it, taking leaue with tcares; 
bur firſt thorowly inſtructing her, rhat the might not mille 
her way z and rerurning with aflow march to his owne; 
er rw loſt cach others ſight. Gerards having his 
mind ſtill buſted in the poore Dames wracked fortunes, 
could willingly haue wiſhcd them (if poſſible) added to 
his owne, rather then haue heard them as hedid,to bee 
hers, ornow,ſcene her againe all alone, perhaps, ſubietro 
the like miſhap. And inthe midſt of goons conſide- 
rations, vpon a ſudden, her laſt nights fearetull light came 
to his remembrance, and. her ouer-earneſtneſle, ro haue 
him ar preſent leaue her company, (all this reſolued in his 
noble breſt ; beſides, condemning his vn-manly cowar- 
dize, that for a little feare or reſpeR of his owne ſafety,he 
ſhould leane her thus deſperately to her ſ(elfe} his reſent. 
ment was ſuch, that (ſerring all inconueniences aſide): hee 
reſolued ro follow, till hee might ſee her ſafe at her jour. 
neys end : and with this deliberate purpoſe turning backe, , 
ma moment he got tothe place where they tooke leauey 
ing a pretty way turther, ſeeing that (as farre as 
ever he might diſcerne) he could ger no (ight of her, bee 
ig much troubled, and thinking it ynpoable, ſhe ſhould 
be . 
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be gotten ſs farre of her way in ſo ſhort ſpace ; ſo blaming 
his owne flowneſle; and looking more narrowly vpon the 
rroden path, he my ſee the print of Clor?'s little foote; 
which haui ,asa Guide to his journey, hee ſoone 
perceiued by the Tracke, that ſhee had turned our of the 
right way, to a thicket of tall Oakes, neere certaine old and 
ruinous walles : wherefore, he falling likewiſe into the ſame 
path, had not gone farre in it, when the skic beginning to 
waxe cloudie, there aroſe a ſudden and furious of 
wind, which blew ſo forcibly towards him , that hee was 
ſcarce able to keepe on his way. But he more couragioully 
animated by ſuch violence , without reſiſtance went on, 
and quickly got to the decayed building; where, by one of 
the lowermoſt walles, he found ſome of Clor#'s apparel;and 
fling further, more, euen all, to her very Smaocke: which 
eno ſooner bcheld, when his grieued eyes to runne 
fireames of teares, his heart preſagin ting faſter , and 
looking towards heauen,he _— lce before him the wret- 
ched naked body of the mournfull Dame,that as then new- 
ly had deſperately caſt her ſclfe from a ſpreading Oake, 
hung inthe ayre, by meanes of a firong nooze made by a 
ſcarlet Swath-band, that girded her tender Waſte , which 
performedthe ficad of a halter. 

Blefſed heanen ! cride Gerardo, with a fearefull voice, Let 
not thy clemencic permit ſuch aloſle of this faire Soule: 
andin ſo ſaying he inſtantly gotto the trees top, where vn- 
ſheathing a ſhort wood-knite hee had on, he cur the mor- 
tall knor, and C /zr; nowinher laſt agony fell co the earth, 
whither;her fortunate reſtorer comming ſoone after to her, 
found thather breath was quite departed, the white and 
red of her cheekes turned into muddy,green,pale and blou- 
dic, and her goodly eb, eucn ſtarted our of the Chriſtall 
frame of the inooth ſnowic Forchead; the ſolt cheincee 
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her flaming haire entangled and promiſcuouſlly dilordred, 
and the pure Alablaſter of her yuory necke, breaſt, and 
hands, vn-naturally enamelled with her big blewe ſwolne 
veines; in fine,ſo ſad and horrid a ſpeQacle, as might haue 
.moued eucn thoſe guiltic Rockes, and the wilde Beaſics 
whoſe prey ſhe might haue beene: how much more then, 
the amorous heart of Gerardo, who like a Lioneſſe that 
would roarc life into a dead whelpe, with teares and mour- 
ning ſought to reſtore the deſperate Chr to her ſclfe, Long 
hee firoue with her, but (in vaine) as he thought, ſince hee 
ſawe little hope or poſlibilitie of fetching her,and ſo willing 
tocclebrate her funcrall obſcquics with his laſt farewell, he 
came ſome-what necrer with his tearcs vnto her, which (as 
Heauen ordain'd } were turned into teares of ioy, for Clors 


panidy air hex cies and(wholly her ſclf)with a weak voice 
i / pan her Maker , with cuident _ ofa true 
ſorro tance which the more increa{cd,when the 
might ethe Inſtrument of her remedie, who fetclt» 
ing her Garments to her, and helping her to putthem on, 
ſhe caſting her ſelfe at his feete, a ed of the diſmal] ac- 
cident, without daring once to looke vp, remained thus 
kneeling, forcing Gerard tothe like, who ſecing her now 
in perfe& memoric, with a cheerefull countenance cared 
into this pious diſcourſe, 
Thepreſent ſucceſle, faire Clrihath ſo amazed me, that 
I knownot what toconcciue of your deſperate boldnefle, 
which, when I conſider, I cannor but thinke, that, cither 
you are no Chriſtian,or not the child of Noble Parents;for 
the horrour vvhich yet affrights me,giues contradiftion to 
both 2 and certaincly it can not bee,but your iudgement is 
quite loſt, for had it not bcen plaine diftraQtion in you,you 
could not hauc changed a momentarie diſhonour , for 
ancuerlaſting irmmortall infawy,a ſlight diſtaſte, for an e- 
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ternall miſchiefe,and your owne weake paſſion, foran in- 
ſupportable puniſhment, Fortell me,pray', had you thus 
diced? was your honour one jotthe more reſtored , or the 
loſſe of your chaftitie at all foldred ?the ſtaine,you fo much 
Ceplore , fercht out ? rather contrary, and with your 
worthlefle dying,your owne honour, and of your whole 
ſtocke and linage, had beene irreparably forfeited : and 
which ſhould make you moſt ſenſible, is, the danger to 
which you expoſed = ſelfe, evento the very brinke of e- 
ternall baniſhmentfrom the diuine preſence, roa fearefull 
Abyſſus, where in immorrall flames , you muſi haue paid 
the price of your deſperate attempt; from which compaſ- 
ſionate Heauen hath pleaſed to free you ; looke vp 
then, vvith grieued eyes, and your hearts inward hamility, 
returne your deuout thankes for ſo eminent a benefir, ſuch 
eruc Devotion may giue anend to your miſcries , which 
hath oft comforted thoſe, that in others haue beene more 
lamentable and grievous. 

Ard finiſhing his Diſcourſe,perceiuing that Cloriremit- 
ted her anſwere toteares and ſilence, hee thought beſt, not 
to giue vvay to any new accident; and therefore intreating 
her to rake comfort, cheering her vpall he might, and gi- 
uing her his arme for a reſt, they faire and ſoftly walked on 
toward Ceſarina, where, by that time the morning was well 
ſpent, vvith greater ioy in Clors then might hauc been cx- 
pected, they arriued; and fo, hauing not hitherto ſo much 
as ſpoken a word to Gerard», moſt glad to ſee her ſclfe in 
her Vnkles rowne, ſhee requeſted him to leaue her in ſome 
(the neereſt) houſe; and withall ro giuc him notice of her 
arriuall z which Gerardo hearing, not thinking thatto be ſo 
ficting for himz conſidering in vvhat manner Clors came, 
he onely obeyed her in the former, leaving her yvhere (be 
delured; and fo taking his leauc , without further ſtay in 
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Ceſarins , by the vvay hee came , hee went backe to the 
Cottage, 

This feare of his, not to ſee Don Antentio (fo was her Vn- 
kle called) was not vaine ; for though his accompanying 
her (conſidering all circumſtances) were worthy of perpe- 
tuallthankes ; yer to any that were at firſt ſight ignoranc, it 
might breed ſuſpition, that it wete not to any good intent; 
= her Vnkle in likelihood giving no credit to Gerardo, 
ſome great diſaſter happely mighthaue enfued, though no 
{mall one it was hee ſuffered in recompence of the ſervice 
done the faire Dame; who, hauing cauſed ſpeedy notice to 
be giuentothe Lord of the placez and hee having vnders 
ſtood ( as you ſhall quickly heare) of her being abſent from 
Sewll, iramediatcly with ſome of his ſeruants, came where 
his faire Neece expetted him: and having imbraced her 
(diſſembling his ſorrowto ſee her thus alone) he tooke her 
into his Coach, and t er they went to the Caſtle of 
Ceſar ina, where, his ſprightly Daughter Niſe jioyfully vvel- 
comed her loſt Couſin , reguing with this mecting their 
teares for long abſence,which the ſuſpicious Vakle thoughe 
were ſhead for ſome other occafion then what was com- 
monly knowne ( though notto Crs) but vnwilling ar pre- 
ſent more toaftflift the ſorrowfull Dame, he forbore to giue 
her any account, of the diſaſtrous ſucceſſe of things in Se- 
wi: that night ſhe fled from thence, where ( if you remem- 
ber) we left the icalous and cholericke Dow Henrique, vvho 
hauing ſhut vp Cr: in her Chamber , fearing leaſt his 
diſhonour by lofing time, ſhould remaine varcucnged, de- 
termining in his violent thoughts a quicke diſpatch of his 
adultrous wife ; and finding her careleſſely flceping on her 
couch, being all alone with her, firſt, he topped her mouth 
with a Handkerchicfe, and next,with two penetrating ſtabs 
left her breathleſle.So ſecretly laying her on bed,and draw. 
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ing the Curtaines cloſe, hee went downe and commanded 
his ſeruants ro their beds: and himſelfe faining to doe the 
hke, accompanicd with a valiant truſty Slaue, hee got him 
into-the ſireerJeaving firſt a lirtle window in his own cham. 
bcr open, the which as Cler# informed him, the. de. 
ccaſed Dame vicd co her carelefle Louer, when ſhe meant 
tohauc him come to her by a certaine trap doore x; to 
which he hadalſo now gotten afalſe Key : not long aſter 
the Iuckleſſe Youth, by the ſigne of his owne miſhap was. 
brought te the ſecure trap ,and (ignorant of his Milireſſe 
and her Fate ) was no fooner eacred, when. ſurpriſed by 
the wronged Dew Hemrique and bis ſeruant ,. whom.ctill then 
lying cloſc he ſaw not, vnable (for they gaue him notime ) 

ox his defence the ſtrong Slave Laying faſt hold on him, 
his Maſter 4 atpleaſure take his revenge, who quickly 
left him in ſuch cſjate as his Wile, and ſpeedily fetching a 
eurne or two inthe ſireetto difſemblethe marter,. as they 
were comming inagaine, they ſaw ſheeres hung at the win- 
dow, by which Cler: bad ſlipped downe: vvhereupon haſt- 
ning to her Chamber,miſling her,. her Vokles heart. vvas 
vvonderfully affliaed, as thinking that her flight muſt. of 
neceſſitie diſcouer the faQt z, ſo, bauing ſecretly ſent out di- 
vers wayes in her ſearch, and taken ſome of. his beſt Iewels 
and ſtore of money, he and his Slaue vpon ſeuerall Horſcs 
tooke their ay toward the Kingdome of Portugal ; and 
with ſuch ſpeed, that thoughrnexrt morning as much vvas 
vſcd for their apprehenſion,”twas bootlcefie, as. alſo that of 
the ſeruants in lors ſearch, byvvhom Don Antowmovvas ade - 
uertiſed of the ſucceſſe z vvho at thiscime leaving her in 
his faire Davghters company , going backe to the houſe 
where (he firſt entred, vvas informed in what manner Ge- 
rerdocame with her , and of his f painted skins : 
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Couſinthe manner ot her vnfortunate iourney,who largely 
ſatisfied her , not ſo much as concealing her diſhonour , 
onely kept ſecret her deſperate attempt you before 
heard of. 

The two couſins were not ſopriuate in their Diſcourſe, 
| but thata little Page of the houſe, vvas not farre off from 
| them ; who, when Den Antonio returned, told him their 
whole conference,ſo that his exorbitant griefe and paſſion, 
? tranſporting him beyond all iuſtreaſon, without expeRing 


; to be confirmed by Clorz,he was fully perſwaded, that he, 
vvhichb ther to Ceſarine, vvas Author of the Rape z 
1 wherefore blinded with rage,accompanied by ſome cf his 
) ſeruants lightly mounted, he vventour after him, and all of 
, them taking different wayes,they ſcowred the whole coun- 
y try, bearing perfeRly in memory thole ſignes that were gi- 
a uen them of Gerards, whom ſame of them ouertooke nor 
y farre from the Cortage, and having ſcene him, were ready 
1- to haue trod him to pieces with their horſes (ſuch was their 
t. indignation) butdelicous to bring him alive to their M* 
S they only ſeized vpon him, and bound him faſt with ſirong 
of cords : ncither could the poore Gentleman by entreaties 
is learne the cauſe of this their anger, which yer his minde e+ 
1s uen preſaged vnto him, as ſooneas he had parted from /+. 
cs ſarina; where (being now catried by theſe men) when he 
ad arrived, he might ſee the whole towne in an vproare, as if 
as an enemy were neere , and paſſing thorow, they reviled 
of him as he went by to the Caſtle, where Dow Antonio, with- 
7-2 out giuing care to his diſcharge, or to what ({or; would al- 


in ledge to free him, (as thinking it was her goodneſſe ro ſaue 
uſe his life) in ſpight of her and the faire N7ſ, that knew well 


Ge» enough his innocence ; he commanded him to be faſtſhur 
NS 2 in a ſtrong Tower, in the greateſt extremiric that might be. 
her Here hee remained all the next day, and part ofthe datke- 
alip M3 ſome 
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ſome night, as ſad and mourneſull as in any his former mil. 
fortunes z yetthe ſorrow of the two kinſwomen was not in- 
feriour;and Clmzlecing that for her ſake Ger ards was in ſo 
much danger, could nor abſtaine from weeping, in lieu of 
that gratitude in which ſhee ſtood engaged; nenher could 
the loucly N{e affoord herthe leaſt comfort : but ſhe her 
ſclfe, gouerned by a more particular accident, was not al. 
together a ſtranger to Gerards's miſery; rather ( making it 
partly her owne) and affeQionate to that noble and 
rous proceeding of his toward hex couſin, more then any 
the good parts of his perſon, whom as yet ſhee had not 
ſeene or knowne, accompanied her in her dolorous reſent- 
ment, and with a minde as compaſhonate, as a heart reſo- 
lute, notto let him periſh, bidding Civ: follow her _ ; 
ving ſignified her intent) fhe went into the roome vyhere 
herkaber lay, and ſicaling the Keyes of the Priſon from his 
beds head, prouided alſo with ſome Viands, to refreſh the 
captiue Gentleman, they afcended to the Tower ; and ha- 
uing ſoftly openeq the doore, perceiving their forgerful- 
neſſe to come withour lights,C or; was forced to go down 
for ſome; and in the meane time, N'{e fitting downe to ex- 
@her, mightheare Gerardo with a ſweet voice, and di- 
inQ nores, tune this Dittic tothe ſound of a greatchaine 
to which he was tyed, in which he cleerely chanted the te- 
nor of his misfortunes, | 


when youg Aprill once ayeere 
doth wb. Ems rald face appeare * 
Then giues he to each Rincr he can ſee, 
By wamers froſt impriſon d, libertic, 
white and yellow flowers are ſeent, 
Trees and Fields are clad in greene : 
The wilde beaſt leaues tis den, a” 
| 2” 
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Aud Snakes grow young agen. 
Then the mour nefull Night mgale 


ur ſweetly ſcemes to rayle 

j On him that baſely in a Brothers ſhape, 

Transform d her by bis welkregenged Rape. 

c Thus Beaſts, Birds, and exery thing, 

Þ loges upon th' approackrug Spring : 

t Bat, 1, the more reliefe 

Þ I feeke, the more 's my gri:fe. 

y 

6 Towwhich, and his ſad _— gaue an amorous 
2 lifiening : and as his Song ended , Clays was come backe, 
J- vvith a vvhite Waxe Light in her hand, and ſo ſhutting 
I- the doore to them, they entred in vvhere our paſſio- 
c nate Gentleman had made an end of his ſinging la- 
's mentation; vvho when he ſaw ſuch comfortable companie 
c approach, riſing vp vvith all reſpe& , vvondring at Miſe's 
qt» extreme beauty, but more at her beldneſſe, (yer ſuſpeRin 
l- Clri to be the cauſe ot her comming thither) turning fi 

mn to her,he thus began : Neuer, O gracious Clori,could my 
X- minde thinke, that in the croubled Sea of my preſent mis- 
i- fortunes (you living) my lateſt ſhould arrive: eſpecially,ha- 
1 ving ſuch a Prote&reſle, as (hee that accompanies you, in 


& whoſe bleſſed appearance, I am confident,my life ſhal haue 
a ſecure Hauen : Onely at preſent, I beſeech you, let mee 
know what hath cauſed my impriſonment : for if it be (as[ 
may gheſle) for hauing done you ſervice ( though perpetu- 
all ) I (hallhold it welcomely imploide. 

The moſt beautifull Nc, all the while Gerarde vſcd theſe 
ſpeechesto Cori, ftirred not her faire eyes a minute from 
looking on him z and now felt her ſelfe ſo wholly his, rhat 
(tcareleſſe of the incoueniencies that might happen, as the 
20t knowing what he was, & then the vncertainty of bis li- 

| M 4 bertic) 


— c_H=— 


” 


CIS” 


LE -. "= - 
_ a . 
: 
— 6.4 
* 
BY a - 
py : 
CY - o _ P_ 
Cr ee cam a e—_—_———__—_——_—_—————— 0 
-_ © _ a _ = - - — — - 4 _ _ I ge 
oY | - - 
. _—_—_ » _ - - PR—_ 
_— = _—_ ” *x ppm 
. 4c = hn ” 4 
_ = , _ , 


_ = — _ 
_ ”E < 
= ”» 
2XMMCOUSSCCSNY*YT Dos ” Rc Aa 4 a = 
- > = J 
- 
.— = o—_ 4 


I68 GERARDO, 


bertie) loſing all reſpeR of honour or repuration, ſhe deter- 
mined with her ſclte ro hazzard life a thouſand times for 
him : and with this amorouſneſle, preventing C/z77,the firſk 
made anſwere : 

The noble and courteous diſpoſing of your good works 
bath ſo much engaged vs; as I on my behalfe, and fo like. 
wile on my Couſins doe affure you , that did not your in- 
nocence make vs doubtleſſe of your good ſuccefle of hber. 
tie, this very night it ſhould bee beſtowed on you, though 
ſome one perhaps might ſmart for giuing it ; but you muſt 

rforce have patience, till ſuch time as my Father, her Vn- 
lle (leſſe paſſionate) allow of your difcharge, and bee the- 
rowly informed in the infallible truth; for the ſuſpition or- 
ly, that you are the Author of my Couſins wrong , hath 
moued himto this hard vſage towards you : wherefore | 


moſt earneſtly intreat you, that you be not troubled in any 


wiſc ; for your gricfe /as long as you remainein this eſtatc) 
will be as much ours as your owne : to which purpoſe , the 
gentle Clors, vſing alſo her beſt Rhetoricke, defired him to 
fall co & cat ſome ofthoſe iuncars they broughthim,and ſo 
leauing him the light, ſomething to leflen the places dif- 
comfort; fearing to be miſled, they returned, (Gerardo re- 
maining moſt thankefull for the * fr viſitation, which 
he alſo had rwo other nights inſuing) there hapning after 
berwixt him and the divine Niſe , moſt amorousand wittig 

paſſages. | 
But neitherof the gentle Dames could bee fo gracious 
with the incenſed Dox Antonio , as to perſwade in the truth 
of the Priſoners innocence ; rather , hee vvas prouoked to 
more choller and fury, by ſeeing in C lor; fo earneſt a de 
ſire of his freedome ; and therefore purpoſing to make 
ſhort worke, conferring with a Iudge, whom hee had ap- 
pointed forthe buſineſlc in Ceſar #ns, by his aduice (by = 
on 
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ſon there came no proofes againſt him) they. relolued hee 
ſhould be racked ; and ſothe fourth day of his (iwpriſon- 
ment hee was brought out ; and hauing firſt cauſed the 
frightfull engine to be ſer before him, and the accuſtomed 
Interrogatories to be read notifying withall that he ſhould 
(if he mcantto eſcape the torment ) plainely conteſle the 
truth of vvhar he was charged vvithall ſecing their intent 
7 failed them, and that he profefled innocence, they began 
to haue him ſtripped our of his cloathes : but vvnen the 


) newes was brought to the Gentlewomen, their griefe vvag 
, ſuch, eſpecially Nies, that ſhee could vvillingly haue infli- 
; Qed a deſperate puniſhment vpon her ſelfe,as thinking ſhe 
| was the cauſe of Gerards's, for not giuing him his libertic 
\ vvhen ſhe might; ſo inward was the paine they both felr for 
l him, that his tecling of vvhat vvas threatned by the pitti- 
y leſle Executioner,could not exceed it. But that vvas pre- 
) uented, by the opportune and vnexpeRed arriuall of Don 


z vvho hauing, as he entred the towne, informed 


— 


0 himſclte of what paſlcd at the Caſtle, defirous to ſtop the 
fo iniuſtice, (ſince by what followes, you ſhall know Gerar- 
if ass innocence ) and comming to his Brothers preſence, 
"es (vvith his Slaue that had a man vvith him faſt bound and 
> manicled) hauing louingly embraced one another, with= 
cer out proceeding further, hee deſired that his Neece Clors 
tis  mightbe brought vnto him ; vvho fearetully trembling, 
_ incouraged by Njſe,came andthirew her [:ltc at his 
JUs$ ccere, 
vth Lomit for brevity the reſentment on both ſides; ſo C/orz 
| ro looking about her toward the Slaue, and the fore-mentio- 
des ned paity brought Priſoner, as ſooneas ſhee viewed , knew. 
ake himto bee the Author of her diſhonour : whereupon vn- 
ap- able toreſerue,till ſome fitter occaſion , the expreſsion of 
rea- her lcong paſſion, with a lowd and {rarcfull ſhricke thee 


{on would: 
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wo.Jld hauc flowne atthe Raſcals face , had not her louing 
Vukle kepther in, and deferred her weake reuenge , till by 
Iuſtice it might be inflited on him,that for ſo dereſtable an 
a& thorowly deſerued it; ro which, iuft heauen and his of- 
fence brought him, by the way that hee thought beſt to 
hauc eſcaped; which was, by going toward Portugal, whi- 
ther (if you remember) the wrong d well-fatisfied Dow Hew- 
rique held alſo his courſe; whom this wretched Villaine 
mecting neere the Riuer that diuides the two Kingdomes, 
and Dex Henrique appearing to him to be a perſon of worth 
and quality, that in ſuch an occaſion might beſt lwpp'y his 
wants,without more adohe reſolued to ſell him fome of 
the Iewels he had taken from the abuſed Cheri; and in this 
thought ſtepping forward, hee propoſed his intent to 
Don Henrique, telling him, that want of money forced him 
to ſell ſome things of good value,if he pleaſed ro buy them: 
to which, he, as atrentiue as vvilling to haue a good bar- 
gaine, vvhichaſwell in reſpe of his Merchant , as the oc- 
caſion he might expeR, in ſuch manner anſwered , Thar 
the trairour ſatisfied, firſt ſhewed him an enamelled neck- 
Lace of Gold and Pearles , and next, two curious care- 
Rings, ſer and bordered with rich Emeralds and precious 
Rubies, with other pieces neatly wrought; all which,vvith- 
out further vvitneſſe or information, Dov Huwrique much a- 
mazed, inſtantly called to mind, to haue ſometime belon- 
ged tohisloued Chr? : and the ſuddenneſſe of the marter 
did ſo perplexe him , that ſuppoſing her vntimely end for 
certaine, vvhich that fellow, aftcr hee had abuſed and rob- 
bed , might haue brought her to; vvichour enquiring a 
vvord me of on nt furiouſly our, and ſetting ſpurs 
to his ſwift horſes flanke,(the Villaine vnable ro auo1d him) 
he ranne him ouer and ouer; and turning the reines, vvith 


the lame ſpeed the ſecond time trampled on him leaving 
tum 
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him ſo bruiſed and vvounded,that he vvas not able to flirre 
hand or foot: and feeing him in this raking, vnwilling, till 
he knew vvherhcr he had left Cri aliue or dead, to make 
an end ofhim,commanded his faithfull flaue (vvho aſto- 
niſhe, beheld vvhar paſſed) to alight and bind him ftrong]y; 
ando leauing the maine rode-way, & ſhadowing theElelucs 
amongſt certaine ſpreading Okes, Dow Henrique threatning 
the fellow to kill him, if he confeſſed not the truth , deman- 
dedof him, vvhat became of the Owner of thoſe lewels, 
which the fearcfull vvretch fatisfying , telling him all thar 
paſſed, and how C lors purpoled to goe toward Ceſarina, 
vithout ſtaying a minute longer; the valiant ſlaue by his 
Maſters command , ſetting the fellow athwart the Sadcle 
before him, they returned in all haſte thitherward , and in 
three dayes came to have a ſight of Clorr, And now Dox 
Antonio's cruelty vvas vvell aſſwaged, & knowing the origi- 
nallofthe offence,he thought fit ro abſolue the poore pri- 
ſoner of his vniuſt accuſation: ſo Gerarde(after he vvas free) 
giuing due thankes to Heauen forthe fauour done him, 
making firſt his excuſe ro Core, taking both her Vonkles a- 
fide in priuate, he gaue them, vvithoutany reſcruation, en- 
tire notice, of the horrid and firange ſucceſle of her def. 

ate reſolution inthe folitarie Forreſt, deſiring them in 
wh that our of the care of their pure affeions,they would. 
take ſome courſe for their Neeces important remedy,from 
her ſelfe he vnderſtood,that ſhe would be willing to end her 
dayes in ſome religious Monaſtery. 

When the two louing brothers heard this , acknowled- 
ping how much they ſtood indebted to Gerardo, and the 

rh recompence he had receiued , with noble and com- 
paſſionate teares, ſtriving who might firſt imbrace him, 
they heartily craucd pardon : thelike alſo did C /or;, as ha- 
uing moſtreaſonto be ſenſible of bis misforrunes : inthe 
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meane timethey commanded, that the wretch ſhould bee 
put in Gerards's Tower, from whence hee was not many 
dayes after brought our, and diſpatcht to his Graue. And 
dinner being now ready, with cquall ioy on all ſides, cſpe- 
cially of the peereleſſe Njſe, they ſate downe to the Table, 
giuing the beſt place to the voknowne Gentleman , ouer- 

ing his with cheir courteſie; which the thankefull 
Brothers in ſuch manner expreſled,that both ar dinnertime 
and afterward, they extraordinarily importuned him to re- 
maine in their company , and ts leaue the ruſticke Shep- 
herds, and ruralllife : the gracefull Ne toe, adding herin- 
treaties, wrought ſo effeAually, that with the ſweetneſle of 
her carneſt courteſie, ſhe brought him from his ſolitary re- 
ſolution : and therefore, obliged aſwell by thoſe ſeuerall 
invitements, as ſuppoſing alſo, that as much ia Countrey 
as Citic, his misforcunes were cucry where the ſame; he ac- 
cepted the favourable offer, giuing from this inſtant, new 
beginning, to his third laſt Tragicall Diſcourſe, of his Hi- 
ſtories ficſt Part. 

To the ſeuerall ioy and applauſe of Dow Antenio,his Bro- 
ther, C lort and Niſe, was the pleaſing intertainivent of their 
new Gheſt admittcd, who to giue ful contentto thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, (that though they knew him nor, gheſſcd at his 
woorth) muſt needes now change his paſtorall Weedes, 
and ſurc himſclfeto the faſhion ot the preſent times; with 
which ſudden, and wel-ſhap'r braueric, hee increaſed in the 
gallant Nie her pre-inflam'd aftcQion; whoſe Father with 
all poſſible demonſtrations of loue, wiſhed him to make vic 
of him, his houſe, and all his as his owne; but the i- 
nence in this particular belonged more to the afteRionate 
gentlewoman,which Gerardo perceiued wel in her ctinuall 
care of him ,thovgh he thought beſt not to take any notice 
to her of her kindnefle, and his owne obligation, as long 4s 
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the iuſt eſtimation of both lived thankfully within him,and 
fo. outwardly ( yet vawillingly) preferred Dow Antonto's 
offers:: which taſhion ofhis, by her that ſo much afteGted 
him, was held but for a cold, if not vngratefull, correſpon- 
dence. 

This honeſt wary proceeding of Gerardo's, ſtirred vp in 
the blind enamoured N#ſe, a vehement ſuſpition , that 
(doubtleſſe) the vnfortunate Clors, being her Lovers hearts 
mreaſure,was allo the occaſion of his diſſembling, or (which 
ſhe no better eſteemed) deſpiling contempr ; which iclous 
thought, without further ground, ingendred in her vnquicr 
boſome, finding the flame to increalc, and wholly confir- 
ming her opinion, ſhee determined to make knowne her 
beguiled imagination to Gerardo, who (as you heard) 
ſought byall mcanes to baniſh his mind from any ſuch im- 
ployment, diſpoſcd rather to his own death, then to proue 
the executioner of his reputation; and therefore forbore 
all he might all. incounters-with Ne , but ſo many were 
preſented by her, that in the end her importunate deſire 
vanquiſht him ina place and occaſion as forcible. asneceſ- 
laric, todeclare himſelfe inf, Ns helping on with herdiſ- 

ion, by the meanes of a wittic invention of paſſe-time, 


' whichwecall Purpeſes : as ordinarie, as generall, eſpecially 


in ſuch frollicke and mirthfull aſſemblics,as that which was 
at length gotren together, in a faire cleare night , about. 
ſome two monethsatrer Gerardo had paſſed part of the te- 
dious cold. Winter, in ſuch ike amorous paſſages at Ceſa- 
ins: about which. time Dow Hewrique with good aduice, 
hating taken a Tourney, and preſented himſclte at Court, 
ichnotlong fince,by his Maicſtics reſolution , was re- 

in the more auncient and better ſeat Madrid) Gerar-. 
do thought fit, making him acquainted with his loucd bro- 


ther Leanciv, to write allo by ſo ſuse a meſſenger, and giue 


him. 
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him notice of many troubles and misfortunes which 
newes was no lefle welcome to him, then that, of finding 
him aliue in the firſt Diſcourſe at Segenis; of whole bro. 
therly gladneſſe Don Henrique reaped the beſt fruit : for 
Leendo,willing as well for his owne deſerrs,as his brothers 
ſake,to ſhew him courteſie, vnderrooke his bufines, which 
he purſued with ſuch care and diligence, that in aſhore 
time (though not withour great oppoſition) he abſolutely 
got him freed : where leaue we them, and in the znterim, 
proſecute the mentioned intent of our ſport, in which the 
waggiſh Louer cunningly kindles the ſoft fire, that at laſt 
ſcorched the melting N#{e's heart; who hauing (as is ſaid) 
on Purpoſe formed the Play fo called, ſetting Gerardo be- 
twixt Cleriand her, and other three Damofels her maides 
in the like ranke, the ioyfulſt that might be, to ſee her ſelfe 
to _ _ _ o_ ing to him, and telling the 
Parpeſe (ofily in his care, egave beginning ro the ſporr 

rod, indCleri ſecondi = ſo the reſt of the —_— 
ny,till (having gone round) it came to the gracious Nſe's 
eurne; who reucaling alowdthe Perpoſe, diſpoſcd it thus: 


If ever ] my Purpoſe firme 
Change, may Loue of life bereaue me. 
And Gerardowith a wel-becomming negleR,in like ma» 
ner alowd made anſwer : 
His fierce torment newer leaue me, 
If that opinion I confirme. 


Andthe iocund Chri, with a countenance /differiyg 
from her vſuall looke) ſmilingly vitered the two cnſunhg 
verles : 

Thoſe perſons that vngratefull be, 
what puniſhment have they deſers da? 


To 


— 
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To which, the firſt Damoſell thus : 
Such 45 4 curſt frowne w_ reſeru'd, 
For getfulne(ſe and Te 
And the ſecond more pitrifu \ nilingly laid 2 
Grieaoaſly hath he offended 
Againſt Lone, when you ſemtence thus, 
And the third replying, concluded the Purpoſe : 
Nay, nener be propit ious 
Vnto them, will not be mended, 

Gerardo well perceiued, how for the nonce they had 
contrived the arrtificiall ſport z but ſeeing the alllonien 
Gentlewoman, prepared to a ſecond bour, giuing his care 
bo her,his thoughts left roaming for the preſent; ſo the (e- 
| began , which ng round as the former, 
| the — Nifſe declared alowd, ſa 
| with Lowe, Faith, Hope, Bei [you obtarime 
Soowe, 4 glorious wvittorte, 

To which,the pre-experienced Gerardo, thus: 
I, but with im my memorie, 
A bloody change doth yet renveine. 
And Cheri that ſmelt their drift, went on : 
Harbours are not enery one 
V nto ftormes ſubictt : ſome axe bleſt. 
And the firſt Damoſell ſeconding her, ſaid : 
Theſe that I eftceme the beſt, 
Are Good-will, and Occaſion. 
And the ſecond thus proſecuted : 
1 know who by the _ - _ 


6 apttue comes to ſet 
thelho which, "a third —— x: os (as formerly) 
C1IpPOTrrt ? 
Let ſuch x one feeke death for me, 
T'o | Like Ablalon hang un the ayre. 


And 
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And prolonging the ſport yet alittle more, ſhethat be. 

ean the Purpoſe, hauing paſſed it round, ſpoke out: 
Deſire in me 8 Martyr is, 
Lone, the Executioner. 

And Gerardoanſwered with his wonted careleſneſl> 2 
Let me die, if I once auerre, | 
what the me conſtant bold tn this, 

Then the ſprightly Clori © 
Inthe ſelſe-ſame opt 
Mens repatations ſtill ball lint, 

The firſt, next anſwered in her ranke : 

But we are fanltce, ſince we gi 
Them hopes by fond fer, 
To which, the ſecond ſatisfied with her owne opinion, 
with a pleaſant ſmile thus replied : 
The remedze for thes 6 plain, 
Let vs our paſitons not rexeale. 

And the third purſuing, thus clozed vp the whole ſport; 
Ab, bat, a Loue-thought to conceale, 

Nothing will ſerue, no helpe humane. 

In this manner hey ſpent the greateſt part of the night; 
in which, and the arrificiall vaile of the Play, there happe- 
ned betwixr Gerardoand Niſe remarkable paſſages , ſhee 
continuing her affetions more ſecurely,leſle iclous of her 
Coulin, and he his wary behauiour, to Nse's no lefſe tor. 
ment, to ſee her ſelfe treated with ſo free a negle, with- 
out receiuing ina long rime, the leaſt ſhew of comfort, or 
any occaſion to make her thinke Gerardo awhit ſenſible of 
pe for him : andat this time the devoted Clo, 
pr Sing her Vnkle Don Antonio to the accompliſhment of 

ter religious deſire, ro her Couſin X1ſe's exceeding for- 
row, (in reſpec of the ſolitude ſhe ſhould by her abſence 
lufter) was carried to a Monaſtery of Nuunes in &. go > 
| whi 
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which tourney our Gerardo was to accompany her, toge- 
ther with her loued Vnkle ; and before his returne from 
thence, the deſired, and no leſle gratefull newes of Don 
Hewrique his liberty came to his notice, written by the no- 
ble Leoweio, who allo prepared himſelfe, .to returne with 
him to Andalezis; inuited, not onely by the gladſome- 
nefſe of ſeeing his Brother , but allo to render his duc 
thankes to the noble Dow Antorro, for his free entertaine- 
mentz who now having ſcene his Neece placed, made no 
longer ſlay in Seal, but returned to his Cafile,to make pre- 
paration to receive the new-expeQed Gheſts : and Gerar« 
ao alſo (by muruall conſent) meant to remaine awhile after 
him in the Citic, to provide himſelfe of ſome neceſſaries 
for certaine ſeſtiuall Triumphes they ordeined : which effc- 
Qed,and ſummoning ſome kinſmen and friends of Dex 
Antonts's , that vpon notice giuen them of the time , they 
mightrepaire to Ceſarins; one aſter-noone about Sun ſer, 
be bo his iourney thitherward; but had ſcarcetrauclicd 
a flight-ſhoot from the Cittic Gates, when, foure men 
croſſing his way, and one of them clapping faſt hold on the 
rcines of his Nagges bridle, bade him alight ; letting hian 
know, thatthey were Searchers belonging to his Maicſtics 
Cuſtomes in that place, and that they were to performe 
their Office; which he hearing, preſently forſooke his Sad- 
dle, giuing them leaue to view his Port-manteau; bur they 
demanded to hauec it opened , and conſequently the key; 
which he (ignorant of the Cuſtome) was ſomewhat ſhcke 
in delivering. But conſidering there was a neceſſitic of ſo 
doing, and loth to refiſt their ; Array vocary he might 
thinke it to be ouer-rigorous) hee beganne to vnbutton ki $ 
Doubler , diſcoucring a faire Chaine of Gold; at one of 
whoſe Linkes the key was faſtened, which cauſed no ſmall 
couetouſneſle in the promoting beholders, that farai - 
N WiC 
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willed him alſo to rake that off roo , and this with ſuch 
haughty language, and imperious proceeding, as the vn- 
ſufferable moleſtation cauſed the good Gentleman, care- 
lefle of the aduantage of their oddes and Office, reti» 
ring two orthree ſteps backe , to remit to his hand and 
Sword, the correction of their infolent behaviour, 
But they beeing foure , and ( as ſuch knaues vſe to bee, 
ſtrongly armed) Gerards's life vader-went ſome hazzard, 
All that from the beginning palled,a ycng Gentleman, no 
lefle inwardly couragious, then outwarcly to ſee to, nor 
farre off beheld : who, feeing the equitie and iuflice of Ge. 
rards's cauſe, withall,his danger,inſtantly made vp cloſe to 
him ; and nimbly folding his Cloake ouer hisleftarme, 
vvicth his Sword in the other hand, 1o animated Gerardy 
with his aſviſtance, that hee, with new and freſh Valour 
(though wounded) ſeeing his friend like a ſecond Alcrdes 
beſtir himſelfe among the Searchers , recouering his loſt 
ground, and ſticking cloſe vnto him (they quickly put my 
Gentlemen to flight : ) and hauing hurt three of them 
ſhrewdly,the reſt ſhewed them a faire paire of heeles. So 
for feare ofthe worſt, the ynknowne friend cauſing Gerar- 
do to ſheathe his Sword, taking his Harſe by the reines 
bade him follow him (which he did,and fo ſpecdily)thar, 
though the field was ſoone full of people got rogether in 
an ooeny were in fafety,by croſsing theRiuer in one 
of the many paſſage Boatcs,thart ordinarily attend there- 
abours. 

Gerardo was nota little ſatisfide; for thovgh he had loſt 
whar he carricd about him,yert it could nothing haue grie- 
ued him, in re{pect of hauing gained ſuch a fricnd as was 
with him : and by this time ſeeing themſclues a good di- 
ſtance from che famous Sub-vrbs of Trcans,and tree from 
all canger ; hee claiped his thankcfull Armes about his 
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friends necke , and with a gladſome countenance thus 
(proceeding) ſaid , Truſtme, Valiant Sir, I may well pre- 
ſume, to haue in mine armes at this inſtanr, the greateſt 
courage that mine eyes haue beheld; and to which, with 
uſt reaſon, I muſt acknowledge my ſeruice and (cle per- 

etually bound , and thereforeI beſeech you, that to de- 
face me of my ignorance, I may know, by knowing you, 
to whom I muſt owe the life I at preſent enioy. So flight 
a courrehie (replide the valiant Gentleman ) deſcrues nor 


| ſo high an extolling : it is ſo ordinarie and naturall tro my 
: condition, to take part with the weaker party ( chictcly 
R where there is right) that had you knowne mee longer, 
| you might before now haue belecucd it; neither need you 
, therefore be now curious ofthankes, for what is no no- 
i ueltie, but cuſtomarie rather omitting this,I thal cſtceme 
” asa fauour,that reckoning this vnluckie day, for go begin- 
it ning of your journey, you vvill deferre it,and returne vvith 
y me,where at a poore lodging of mine in this City you ſhall 
4 b:(howeuer entertained) faithfully welcomed. And fo per- 
* cciuing Geraras's face all bloudy, thinking him to be much 
fr vounded,he preſſed him with his intreaty more earneſtly; 
= and he vvas no whit miſtaken, for the other had in the late 
ir skirmiſh, recciued a cut in his head, at vvhich he voided fo 
much bloud, that he began to finde himſclfe ſomewhat il! 
ne at eaſe with it, vyhich inforced him to accept of his new 
wy friend his noble and courteous offer ; vvith vvhom (after 


thankes given) he returned to his friendly manſion, where 
oft by a dainty Dame (vvhom hee after vnderſtood to bee his 
Js friends Miſtris) he was louingly welcomed, ſoftly lodged, 
v5 and his wound cured as carefully,as had he beene with his 
di abſcnt Mother. 
Here Gerardo reſted fifteene dayes; in which time having 
luthciently diſcerned the good parts of his new — 
N 2 if 
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ſatisfide with them, diſcovered his paſt diſaſters, and being 
more imporrnned, gaue him a ſtrit account of all the par- 
ticulars, inuiting with this freeneſſe Arcene» (fo was the no- 
ble Gentleman ſtiled) to the like, and to muſter vp the ſuc. 
ceſſes of his life, ſo many , ſo miraculous, that were they 
proper to this Tragicall Hiſtory,would prouc no lefle plea- 
ſiag, then pirrifull. 

Bur, my principal ſcope of brevitic being to-goe on with 
our maine Subic&, the Reader may dilpence with my 
flackneſſe : onely bee pleaſed ro know, that the beeing a 
branch of one of our SpainesNobleſt Families,was the leaſk 
of Arſerissexcellencies: for his perſon, hee was valiant, 
wiſe,quicke of wit and apprehenſion ; one, that by reaſon of 
many notable miſaduentures,and thwarts of Fortune, had 
war ton from his natiue Countrey,and as concealed]y as 
in the ſame kind our Gerarde.The two hauing now ſettled 3 
Airaight League of friendſhip, Gerardo making knowne his 
abode in Ceſar7a4, andthe future triumphs that were there 

reparing ; together, howill his abſence would bee taken 
by Don Antento (though he had ſent him word of the paſt 
accident) ſorry to leaue his friend, taking firft leaue of the 
diſcreet Amarants ({o was Arſenis's Miſtris called) hee was 
by bim accompanied a long mile out of the Citie ; vvho 
atter ſcucrall proteſtations tor their due correſpondence,yre- 
turned thither; and Gerarde,where he was iufily expected, 
eſpecially, by the fairc diſdained Nrſc. 

Some three dayes after,he arriucd at Ceſarzns, vvhither 
alſo came iuſtatthe time Don Henrique and Leone, vith 
whoſe ioyfull meeting thetruc brotherly afteQion of the 
foure Gemlemen was really deciphred ; but more exqui- 
ſizely in Leonczs and Geraras, ' who now wholly bent vpon 
the approaching Shewes and Triumphs, to the geners!! 
mirth and gladneſle of all , accompanicd by Leone , the 
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ewo affeionate brothers, and many other Gentlemen 
their friends, that at ſuch ſolemnities vie to reſort from the 
; remoteſt parts, hee rode out of the Caſile one. faire cleere 
- night amongſt others, hce and thereſt in an Excamiſade or 
/ Night-Maske,attended with many (hrill-ſounding Inſtcu- 
- ments; to whoſe ſound(after the Troope had cach paſt his 
Carreere ) a Pagethat went before him inthe figeſt and 
h moſteminent partof the great Market-place of Ceſarina , 
y ſer vp a bright ſhield, at which the enſuing Challenge was 
a 
| fl 
| 
b THE CHALLENGE. 
0 
F The wnfortunate Knight , alias , Spaniſh Gerardo , ts alt 
ay Knights to whoſe notice the preſent Challenge ſhal arriue makes 
a knowne, that, wit hin twenty dayer, from this preſent, he will in 
lis thisplace, and m publike Carreere with three courſes as the 
Te Ring, maintaine ; that the fratle change and inconfluncic of wo- 
cn men paſt and preſent , hath beene , and is, greater then their 
all firmeneſſe, and that this he mill make good with the conditions 
he following, (viz.) That the Knight , who by ſemtence of the 1ad- 
vas ges al , be bound to ſubſcribeto this bis Tenct ; and that 


ho the Knight likewiſe, or Aduentarer , to whoſe good fortune the 
Prize and Vittory may happen , ſhall receine from him, as « duc 
reward for bis merit, « rich Dramond. 


(This done) in the manner they came, with great ſolem- 
nitic they returned ; —— the Challenger to his 
lodging z where leauing him, all of them went ſcuerally to 
their owne, to prouide theraſclues againſt the prefixed 
time, being the firſt ofthe flouriſhing moneth of ſay; till 
when the carefull Nc ſpent the ſhort houres in workes and 
imbroiderics, coriching with her owne nimble hand, divers 
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conccited pieces of braucrie for her ſqueamiſh Lover,who 
hauing alſo neere the tiwe cauſcdthe Lifts to bee ſer vp in 
the placez(and allthings neceſlarie performed)he ſpent the 
moſ} part of the dayes in praQtifing ro make himſelfe 
cunning, and afſurc the honour of the triumphs to his vice 
torious Arme,hich being at length at hand,there wanted 
no concourſe of the beuer fort, and infinite numbers of 
thers, as had they beenin ſome great and populous Cirie, 
euen in the Courtit ſelfe of our moſt Catholike Monarch, 
'Twas towards the midſt of day, when from the high 
Caſtle of Ceſarins ,a pealc of great Ordnance beganne to 
lerfly, with ſuch afrightfullchunderiog noiſe, thata leſſer 
made in the ſightly place by two hundreth Harquebuziers 
could not be heard, nor the cheerefull Volley , that after a 
well ordered skirmiſh, they beſtowed ypon the luſty Chal. 
lenger : vvho attended with the found of divers lowd In- 
iruments, was now making his approch and entrance. 
There paſſed before him in comely array an hundreth Gi- 
vitiers of the braueſi on all that Coaſt, armed in their 
Steele-coates, white Shiclds, ſmooth Taffara Skarfes,lifted 
with filoer, and their Launces with little fireamers of the 
ſame ;all which; the 7»fanterve having clecred the Place, 
begau another no leſle well- Skirmiſh, and con- 
cluding it, with a winding wheele-about , diuided in two 
ſquadrons and ſeuerall Rankes, they gaue way to twelue 
huge Sumpter-Moyles to come in, which were loaden 
with curious Launces, their cloathes which couered them, 
being Ruſſert Veluer,cmbroidred with filuer,with Gerards's 
Armes in the middeſt: and having abourthey made 
a ſtand iuſt before a Tent of Ruſler neere vvhich 
the Launces were taken, and reared vp, and fo the beaſts 
making roome by their abſence, the place was taken vp by 
twcluc well-ſhap't light Horſe, that with their ſumptuous 
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furniture had each a Lackey to attend them;whole Liueries 
wereRuſler Sattin, Pane-hoſe with white Leather, (lceve- 
leſſe Ierkins,and doublets of the ſame colour'd Satten,Ruſ- 
ſct Hats, _ white, after whom came in foure and 
t Gentlemen extremely Gallant that accompanied 
the Challenger : before him (as Sticklers )went his batkas 
Leoncis and Don Henriqze,Soth clad in rich Tiſlve , the 
Ruſſer,Plaine Caps, and Plumes white and Ruſler, 
in ſuch ſtare, as ſeemed to obſcure the couragious Challen- 
,who came in vpon a Damfon blacke Steed, like another 
#ſar,clad in the Roman habit like one of them , his co- 
lour Ruſſer, Sanin richly embroidered with filuer, fo 
curiouſly interlaced and wouen, as more could not from 
Art be expeQted : in his right hand he bore a ſhort Trun- 
cheon ſtudded with filuer , and on his lofty vncouered 
browe, wore a Crowne of mournefull Cyprefle, his'Horle 
Trappings were alſo Ruſſert, imbroidered as aforcſaid, his 
bitr e filuer :noleſſe, his head Armour : Plumes ruſſer 
and white, with a praunceſo light and ſo lofty, that he ſCe- 
med to be rather all Aire,thento give the leaſt touch to the + 
earth, Then followed fixe other cole-blacke Horſes , that 
drew after them a glorious Triumphant Charior, behinde 
which cameten or twelue Gentlemen, that in equall braue- 
m_—_ Rere-ward of the Stately Troope, ended that 
w, The Chariot was blacke, diapred with Starres (as 
brighras rhe momings) filuer both within and without; in 
midſt of which,on a high Throne that tooke vp the whole 
Chariors breadth , and within that, vnder a Triumphant 
artificiall Arch,was a goodly Statue of a moſt beautiful wo- 
man,clad in along Azgyptian Robe,fſer and garniſhed with 
a world of Crownes, 7 envoy ey Perſian Tieras, 
folinked and wouen together, that framing a moſt curious 
picce to the eye, plaincly appeared to bee the feared and 
N 4 adored 
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adored Deity,which the Ldolatrous Gentiles call Fortune, 
as her Motto gaue to vnderſtand,which ſhe held in herleft 
hand, written in a Red and fluer Streamer, as thus : 


I, unconſtant Fortune am 
Changeable, becauſe « Woman, 
. Emer falſe, but true ts 10 max. 

Her right hand was fixed ; and hanging ar it a Siluer 
Wheelc,the ſeemed to raiſe yp toward her,a dead Knight, 
clad in the ſame colours that Gerardo ; the Morto or Epi- 
eaph,which ina thinne parchment hee carricd in his righc 
hand, was ſuchs 


Of my fall Ireſt sſſwr'd, 
And "or therefore rather dye, 
Then 0 fall ag eine, mount high. 


This Motto was throwne in ſcucrall Parchments.vp and 
downe the place, though none ſo well vnderſtood the 
meaning, as the apprehenſive Nsſe,who betwixt Cele and 
Leonora, rwo of her kinſwomen of wonderfull beauty, to. 
gether with many ſtranger Dames,and of Ceſarixs., late 11 
a coſtly hung roome z and (though the weather were pat- 
ching hot) of it ſelfe ſhadie, or as if. whilſt Ve was there, 
Sol were not willing to approch,leſt from an eye of hers, 
his ſplendour might recciue a taint. Clad ſhe was in rufſer 
Sarrin cur ; but ſo, that through cach of the ſlaſhes, the 
inſide andlining chewing to be rich Cloth of Siluer, made 
them ſeeme Arrtificiall lowers, whoſe midſt of cach was 
as it were budded with a fine Pearle; the lacing and Bor- 
ders were ſubtilly inter-wreathed with filuer Purle, and 
the Pearles in conueniecut ſpaces ſet berweene. Her head- 


tyre no lelſe curious then coſtly, diſcoucred themoſt,und 
hinder 
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hinder part of her haire, kept ſmooth, in ſicad of a Haire- 
lace, with arich border of precious Stones ; ;and thoſe gol- 
den $keines, ſuppli'd the want of a Caule, which hadſhee 
worne, Pkebws might have miſſed thoſe Locks of hers to 
enuy ate 
The deicAed Ne was fo melancholy,diſtaſted with her 
cruell Louers opinion, that the braue Challenger, inber 
forrowfull countenance mighteafilyreade the Story of her 
woe: and ſo (though hee knew not how any more to loue ) 
yet as oft as he looked vpon her ſadneſſe, his heart vvould 
_— to ſome new way of reſentment : he could not 
inwardly accuſe himſelfe of ſome crueky, in vvhich new 
entertain'd thought, paſſing round abour the place ; and 
hauing performed the accu d falutations to the La- 
dies, he made a ſtand at hiv faire Tent ; direQly oppoſite 
wkichcee large Scaffold, couered with rich pieces of 
Tapiſtry and Damaske,of ſeucrall colours, fate the TIudges, 
to vvit, Doz Antonio and two other Gentlemen of his kin- 
| dred; and ſomewhat beneath them,vnder a State of Cloth 
; of Gold, ground Ruſſert, ſtood a goodly Cup-board, beſer 
with many rich Iewels, and onthe vpper parr,.a garniſh of 
, Siluer and gilt Plate , and aboue that vppermoſt of all, the 


. rich Diamond ſetina ioynt Ring of Gold , as the Viori- 
4 = ——— knowne reward. And - the —_— time, 
, one mi ——_—_ Gerards, alighting, fate him 
b downe in an embroidered Chaire, which W—__ ready 
b for him at his Tent doore, to the no ſmall blitheſomeneſle 
: of thoſe that beheld his ſtately entrance... | E 

; The foure and twenty Gentlemen, and twelue laſt, that 
p accompanicd him, ſettled themſclues in orderby the Tent, 
4 ſide,forming a beautifull and goodly ſquadron, hauing be- 
hinde them the Muſicke and lowd-ſounding Inſtruments , 
1 which came in vvich the Challenger, 
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And not long after a noiſe of Drumme and Trumpets , 
they _ behold atroope of Gallants entring at one fide 
of the place, all well mounted, but with their ſtirrops ar 
length contrary to the Grzerzeys , and armed like men at 
Armes, their armour ſo bright-carued and cunningly 
wrought, that each appeared a moſt cleere Criſtall-loo- 
king-glaſſe : Their Standerd was carricd before them , 
whoſe colour and ftuffe vvas blue Damaske, the fringe 
Gold, with a ſmall Scurcheon in the midſt, and in that, 
embroidered,the knowne Armes of (Carina's Lords , be- 
ing two Caſtles in a field Azure, a ſtrong chaine of Gold, 

ing from each, to which a Lyon Rampant crowned, 
was faſtened by the gorge. Next, followed a triumphant 
Chariot, ſo wrought, that it ſeemed to be really pure gold, 
in whoſe corners & quadrangle were liucly ſet our the me- 
taphoricall loves of the nice Duphne,and god : within 
the Chariots ſelfe was heard a ſweet conſort of well-tuned 
Inſtruments, whoſe pleaſing ſhrilneſſe much gladded the 
hearers; andonthe top of a middle Arch , was placed a 
Globe or world of Gold , and vpon it the feared lirtle- 
Wagge Cupa,iuſt as the Ancients paint himnaked,blind- 
fold,in his hand a Turkiſh Bow with a (harpe Arrow, that 
drawn to the head,feern'd to aitne at the breft of a Knight, 
that came after the Chariot, muftrmg ourrhe ſcucrall bra. 
ueries of his gallant perſonage, vpon a ſwift apple-grey. ' 
He was claddein a firait Cote of Cloth of Gold azur'd, fer 
thicke with Buttons and Loopes of Gold, a Walloon Hat 
of blew Taffara, couered with Gold-Twiſt, and high blew 
Martinert feathers; with which,and other Plumes the Horſe 
had hisproud forchead nearly tricked vp , his Trappings 
being ſutable in ſtuffe and colour with his Owner: who was 
{oone knowne to be the valiant Lawrs, Nephew to Don An- 
fenco, deſigned by him to be his davghters Bridegroome, 
though 
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though ſhee at preſent were tarre enough from ſuch a 
thought. Lewopreſumed vpon being ber true Louer,and 
his owne affeion; and the more, by how much he percei- 


wed Ns{e ought to blot him out of her remembrance, 


whole contemptfull negle, wrought matter ſufficient of 
raging iclouſic in bjs inflamed breſt, which was now grown 
toa height, by ſceing her weare the ſame colours with Ge- 
yards, Lanrs was accompanicd by twelue other Sexilian 
Gentlemen,that rode vpon their dapple Giners, with Trap- 
pings and Plumes futable to thoſe of their Adventurer; 


and rhey in their paned Hoſe of blew Sattin, the ground, 


Cloth of Gold; leckins, Clokes, and Cappes, of the ſame 
coloured Veluer, laced, & fringed with Gold; who as they 
{ſed vp and downe the place,caft this Motto from them, 


ing the ſame that Lauro wore onthe midRi of his breſi, ſer. 


in a little Plate of Gold: 


This day , the firmene(ſe I defend 
Of my faire Miftris, though ſbe be 


Firmer #0 tall, then pittie me... 


With great acclamationthe giddie Molcitude celcbra- 
ted the gallant Lears's ſolemne entrance; who after pertor- 


mance of Ceremonies, leauing, the golden Chariot on one 


fide ofthe place, came where the Challenger was, and ha- 
uing ſaluted him, thus proceeded : You alrea- 
dy know, Sir Knight, the intent of my comming, and I 
promiſe you, this very minuce of time , that (the not put- 
ting it in execution, {lips from me , ſeemes a laſting Age: 
(afſured) that the vvrongfull cauſe you maintaine, vvill at- 
foord me the Prize, and defired Victory; and if I proouc fo 
vnfortunate, as tobe forced to ſubſcribe ro your opinion, 


[ vvill loſethis Chaine to boot, vvhich comes not ſhort in 


valew. 
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valew of your Diamond. And (this ſayd) hee tooke from 
off his owne necke, a maſſe enamelled Chaine of extraor- 
dinary vvorkemanſhip , and giuing it to the Iudpes, the 
Challenger, vvho was now mounted and heard him, repli- 
ed, That he was wel contented;and in fo ſaying,tooke a big 
Launce, vvhich ſeemed to be in colour of varniſhed Ebo- 
nic, and ſtraight ranne his Carreere, vyith ſuch 

and ſo comely a pleaſing ayre,as cauſed a generall longing 
in the SpeRators for his Vitory. And becing come tothe 
limited place, taking his Arme and Lance out of his reft,he 
carried itſo ftedfaft and cuen, that withour the leaſt touch 
ofthe Ring,he tooke it away vvith him vpon his point: and 

ſtopping his horſe , encouraged by the ſhoures 
ſent our in his fauour, he began toexpeR the fortune of his 
contrary ; vwho, more confident then cunning, taking his 
Lance, began, and ranne his Carreere vvith ſuch furious 

ſpecd, that he vvas ſcarce heard or ſeene; but ſtretching out 

his Launce, 'twas not with that certainty that he could take 

the Ring, though he roached vpon the Circle of it. Gerards 

was as glad and ſatisfied, asthe Aduenturer fad and paſſio- 

nate; yet he diſſembled his griefe, and prepared himlelfe to 

the ſecond courſe , which the Challenger now began vnto 

him ; in vvhich when hee came neere the Ring with his 

Lavnce, he bore it ſheere away, giuing a greater motiuc to 

the loude cries in the ſpatious place. Zauropaſled his Car- 

- xeere very gracefully, and more vvary then before, rooke 

the Ring this bout aſwell as Gerardo; who now changing 

both Horſe and Launce, ranne the laſt courſe, and touchr 

the Ring, in midſt ofthe vpper part of it, almoſt in the ſame 

placethat Lauro firſt did : vvho, thinking the Victory now 

would not be very doubtfull, mounted vpon a well rein'd 

Cordaba browne-Bay, paſled(like Lightning) the Carreere, 

bur miſled quite the Ring; at which he was angry, and oe 
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of countenance, as the Challenger pl:aſed and contented, 
on vvhole part the Judges declared the Viftory , ſending 
him the vvaighty Chaine, and commanding Lauro allo to 
ſer his name vnder Gerards's Challenge,which grieved him 
farre more then his lofſe, But of neceffitic he muſt approch 
the great Tent, outof which the Shield was brought him, 
and the opinion of him, in whoſe hands, hee firmed toirs 
who ſecing Lauro fo paſſionate, caſting his armes about 
him, ſaid : Let not Fortunes various cuents, duwide, friend 
Laxro, our affeicns, and depriue me of the tauours I have 
ſill received from you, and from which I acknowledge the 
preſent Viftorie proceedes : and to confirme you in this 
truth, behold here the reward, appointed by your ſelte, to 
whom, itis fitterto returne it: and ſo taking the Chaine 
out of a great (iluer Baſon, he put it about hisnecke , Lanro 
vnable to reſiſt his noble courteſie, To which, (thankefull, 
as he had reaſon) the other anſwered, Certainly, Signior 
Gerardo,you have this day gained on my thanketull mind 
a greater victory, thenthat which ſhould haue redounded 
by this onely exerciſe of Iuſt, by your courteous procce- 
ding : and fo from hencefoorth in all occaſions , I proſeſle 
my ſelfe, Tears by Conqueſt : and fince, touching the 
Chaine you have wonne , you will (without beeing one) 
make your ſelte a loſer; lefſe reaſon itwere , I becing really 
{o, ſhould poſleſte it ; if therefore you pleafe to gme mee 
leave, my opinion is, that it bee beſtowed vpon the Dame 
that beſt deferues it. It (hall infinitely content me, replyed 
Gerardo, that you pleaſe ſo well to employ it ; at what tune, 
the paſhonate Lawoleauing him,direed his way toward 
the louely Ne, that now expeRed what would be the ifſe 
of the two Knights their Complements: and comming 
neere, with a low obeyſance, as wellto her, as the reſt of the: 
Ladies and Dames alſo, he rooke the Chaine , (fic kifling 
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It) and putting it on the point of his Launce , and lifting it 
vp toward his faire Couſin, vſed the enſuing Phrale : 
Thovgh the having ſo meanly defended your cauſe, may 
make me ſo great an vn-deſeruer, that you (to fauour mee) 
might refuſc this ſmall trifle from me z yerthar pure affeti- 
on of mine, and the deſire I know, he that p__ it, hath to 
ſerue you, may haply ſupply my defeQts, it you will vouch- 
ſafe to honour the poore pledge with your faire necke. 
Here he ceaſed, expeQiing N/ſe's anſwer; who, diſſembling 
the more ſuſpitious point of his ſpeech, yet cheereful, made 
him vnderſtand his bold exceſſe, ſaying : Truly, Couſin, if 
our firmeneſſe be bur all this day, as well defended , as hi- 
therto, the Challenger may ruc his boldnefle , and his raſh 
opinion will be ſufficiently puniſhed : and therefore in ſas 
tisfation of the ſcruice you have done all theſe Ladics and 
Dames preſent, I will reccive from you the Chaine, but ſo, 
that when youſhall thinke fir to aduenture it againe, you 
may know whereto find it. Here, a fire of PIE breaking 
out of his countenance, Lazro had not the heart to reply a 
word, biit got him ſhamefully out of the place,juſt as from 
another ſtreetthere entred in the lofty and flaming mount 
etna of Sicily, vomiting at a huge mouth or breathing 
place made art the top of it, ſo many ſcuerall flaſhes and 
flames, together with ſuch hideous noyle,as if all Hell had 
beene vvithin it: the reftof the Mount was all of an aduſt 
burnt browne; the vvhole, moouing moſt ſlowly on vvith 
notable artifice, not leaving ſo much as the leaſt ſigne or 
tracke of it onthe ground on vyhich it went ; till comming 
neere the vvindowes , vvhere the Iudges ard Ladies fate, 
the Engine food ſtill, and the flames increaſed fo violent- 
ly, that the ayre condenſcd all on a thicke ſmoake, the peo- 
ple could hardly ſee one another; till the cloud and vvhole 


e/£tx4 vaniſhing rogether, inthe ſiead, there appeared two 
Gens 
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Geatle and gallant youths, difterently mouured, who n+ 
cloſed in mi4ft of twelue fierce Saluages; their braue and 
ſightly colours cauſed great content in as many, as admi- 
riog alſo their innention, pleaſingly beheld them. They 
were Moore-like clad,in Cloth of Siluer Cafſocks wrought 
vich crimfon flowers,and long Robes of red Sattin , vvith 
white flowers both fo artificially drawne, as ifthe flowers 
had beene natural! and oncly ftrewed on them : their bon» 
nets were red Veluer, and Hat-bands twiſted filuer, their 
high Plumes of feathers in colour ſutable, and their {leeues 
ot delicate tranſparent Sencall, embroidered and cr with 
rich ſtones, their horſes Swan, or ſnow-white, with clothes 
and Capariſons of Crimſon Sat, vvith all their embroi- 
dery of Siluer, Scarfes , and Feathers ſutable to thoſe of 
their Owners, vvho-iuſt then mooued on, moſi artificially 
encompaſled by their rwelue Saluages , vvho caſt round a+ 
boutthe ſeucrall papers, and this ſame-following Motto : 


If, as equall we appeere 
Is our valonr,in our blood, 
| Loue would work vs equall goed , 
| Then, we both immortall were, 
| Hee vvho ſeemed elder of the two , / though both 
young enough) carried at the end of a big Launce, aſmall 
red and vvhite Streamer; in midſtof which was this Motto | 
. embroidercd : 
g Tf death muſt be my remeae : 
b, | / loue that muſt procure me her: 
t- | Long he, her comming doth deferre. 
J- 
le The fecond alſo had in the little Streamer of his Launce 
0 this ingraucn Mouo 2 
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From Lone, my li/c beginning taker: 
Therefore to Lone my life 1 giae, 
Fince without Lone I cannot line. 


Foorthwith the luſtic Salvages began to play vpon di- 
uers Inſtruments, which they carried in ſtcad of their hea- 
ute Clubbes, whoſe ſound and harmony gaue motion to 


the Knights. Butno ſooner were they gotten to the Liſts, 


when by all that beheld them, they were knowne to be the 
two renowned and valiantSzyaveara's, brothers and bran- 
ches of that illuſtrious Stocke, which hath many Ages gi- 
ucn Owners to the Towne of Caſtalar ;, who willing with 
their preſence to honour Ceſ«1 ins , thus expreſſed their va- 
lourand themſclues; whom when our Challenger ſawe , he 
was not alittle doubtful of his Victory: and ſo having done 
the accuſtomed reuerence to the Iudges and Ladies, the 
elder Brother taking the firſt occaſion, began in this man- 
ner tohim : The opinion, Sir Kaight, you hold, I mighe 

crhaps wich as much iuſtice on my __ maintaine:the - 
teit therefore, if I for want of skill chance to loſe, ſhall noe 
onely be barely firming to a Tenet already approoue, but 
you thall alſo gaine this precious Emerald. Thovgh this 
(ceplicd Gerardo) might haue beene exculed, yer to ani« 
mate me ro gaine the pledge of ſuch 2 Knight, I accept wil. 
lingly the condition; and fothe Aducnturer hauing deliuc- 
red the rich Emerald in a little Rivg to the Judges, they 
returned backe, each of them choofing the beſt Launce he 
covld light on: and Gerarao comming to begin the Car- 
reere, parted hke winde, running the point of his Launce, 
pon the vpper patt of the Ring; that though hee tooke it 
nor, it was cuen as well; for nothing but taking ir could win 
{:5 him; &ſormning io his Tent,from thence he expected 


the * 


iba 2. an. 6... 


OG oa” Ayu 


qu a—— 


The -onfortunate Spaniard. 193 


the ſucceſle of his Contrary, who couragioully ſpurred on, 
buc miſſed his marke; for he firooke ſo bunglingly vpon the 
fides ofthe Ring, that it was as much as nothing. The Con- 
r Gerardo was nething ſorry for his mistortune , who 
turning to the Carreere, we on ſo happily, that he faire- 
ly tooke the Ring, (which hung againe in irs place) hce re- 
turned againe to his, giuing leaue to the angry Aduenturer 
(nota little diftafied)with new courageto begin the known 
Carreerezin which, hee alſo bore the Ring , and paſſed on 
moſt iocund with his good fortune : and percciuing the 
er prepare himſclfe for the laſt Courſe , himſelte 

did the like, changing both horſe and Lance,iuſt as the $kil- 
full with _—_ bisthird Carreere had re-taken 
the Ring, the people with confuſed criesextolling his good 
—_ whereupon the other carefully alk his Tar. 
xeere, ſaw the Ring alſo vpon the point of his Launce, The 
difficulric was, and they were all in an vprore about deci- 
ding the ViRory : Gerardo and his Sticklers alledged, and 
that iuſtly, that the firſt touch (ground of their difference) 
wasnotequalled, ſo long as the Ring remaincd fire ; to 
which, the two brothers Aduenturers replied : That (how- 
ſocuer(the Ring being vntaken)there could be noloſle,and 
ſo the victoric was indifferent on both ſides, or to make ir 
otherwiſe, they muſt at leaſt runne another Courſe: this 
and much more was added , but the Iudges vanwilling to 
hauethem grow to further conteſtation, commanded the 
Aduenturer to retire, {ince indeed hee had loſt: wherefore 
the Seuifian Knight obeyed, confident, that his brother 
might redeeme his ill fortune, who as angry asa troden Vi- 
per, thus ſaid to the Challenger: Belecue mee, Sir Knight, 
I know not how heauen grants you fo great a viftory, de- 
fending ſo vniuſt a cauſe, whoſe varcaſonableneſſe mooues 
meto requeſt you, that we limir = furure ſuccelle, to _ 
Onery 
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onely bricfc Courſe, and the reward on my parr, it I bee 
erſecured with my Brothers ill fortune, ſhall be this ſwift 
Fork and furniture vpon him : and if victory be declared 
on my bchalte, you fall foorthwith m__ the Lifts, for. 
bearing for cuerto maintaine fo vn-aduiſed an __ 
Withour preiudice ro mine honour (ſaid Gerardo) might 
well deny your demaund : but becauſe your confidence 
ſhall not cſ{cape vvithour due nm confirme your 
propoſicion :and fo their Diſcourſe ended, Gerardo more 
warily then before, made choyce of a ſtraight ſmooth 
Lance; vvith which, and on a well-thap't Roane, he ranne 
his Courſe, ſerting forward ſo gra y, that the general 
wiſhes beſpoke him _ ſucceſle, which by taking the 
deſired Ring, he had. The Adventurer alſo performed 
his Carrcere with a good grace, but his ull lucke made him 
onely touch vpon the ypper part of the Yron leſle cun. 
nin G then his preſumption promiſed, which cauſed in 
both the Brothers an cquall deſpight , though they were 
forced to diſſemble it, and the Aduenturer not ſo much as 
expecting to be bid alight, of his owne voluntary motjon ' 
did it, dcliuering his braue horſe to Gerardo , who with a 

ſmiling looke, ſayd : That the lofle of fo faire a beaſt, ma 
make you know m vvhaterrour you haue hitherto lued, 
he ſhall now be mine; onely, you ſhall pleaſe to accept of 
this othcr, which I rthinke comes not ſhort in goodaeſle : 
which words, and the forſaking his Saddle , made bur an 
inſtant, to the great admiration of the Spectators,cſpecial- 
ly the rwo Brothers, who with joyfull acknowledgement 
accepted the noble offer, and ioymly ſubſcribed to the 
Challengers opinion. By and by, at the broadeſt part of 
the place, there centred, diſcharging of Arullery, a great 
Caſtle, founded ypon a high Rock , it was fourc-{quare, 
with many ſightly Tyres , and goodly Barricados: a 
the 
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the Homage Tower, for a Pinnacle and extreme part of 
ArchiteQure ſtood the winged Fame, with a Trumpet in 
her left hand, and in the right, a large Flagge of Cloth of 
Gold, Tawnie and Carnation, in which were tenne ſma'l 
embroidered Scutcheons, onely one higher and bigger 
then the reſt, with a great Key hanging at it in a yrs 
String,the knowne Armes tothe loyall Citic of 61bra/tar: 

the other nine belonged to the following Reſtorers of the 
ſaid Citie., The firſt on the right hand, was, of the Aen« 
deza's,and the next conſequently, the Ladwenia's, Buſlo's, 

Caſtillo's, Pinia's, Natera's, Meſa's,Calus's, Benites. Alltl.c 

Battlements, Turrets, Walles, and Pinnacles, were ſet and 
beautified with painted Flagges , and Streamers wauing 
with the aforelad Armes, = thoſe of the Crowne like- 
wiſe, in an embroidered Standerd of Cloth of Gold, and 
Yellow : ſome likewiſe yvere placed vpon the Frame and 
Maſon-worke of the Caſtles yron Gates. And now the 
whole Frame by an ingenious Deuice and helpe of thoſe 
within, began to mooue, andthe Artillery ceaſing, a ba- 
ſtard Trumpet was heard;at which ſhrill ignall,the Caſtle 
and Rocke being now gotten vnder the Iudges window, 
ſtaycd zand the Arrtillery beginning to diſcharge aftcſh, ar 
the ſound after i,tot ſome wel-runed Inſtruments,the ſhur- 
Gates flew ſuddenly open, from whence a draw-Bridge 
was caſt, all -manvy' with Tawnie Damaske, and preſently 
afrer, a proper comely Youth came m_——_ ouer it in 

Caerpo, clad inthe military Faſhion of Spine : his Doubler 
& Breeches, cloth of Siluer were cut ypon Orenge-color'd 
Taffeta, with a ſtrong Ierkin of impenetrable Buffe , trim- 
med with Parchment Gold-lace, Loopes, and Buttons an- 

{werable, Stockens, Orenge-colour, Shooes and Garters, 


. Whites falling Band, French; and a Bone-lace edging, Fle- 


miſh ; his plume of Feathers, Gold and white, and his Hat 
O 2 Ermincs 
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Ermines, to ſuit in colour with ther : his ſword hatcht,and 
Hangers,Siluer: in his right hand he borea Leading-ſlafte, 
repreſenting the militarie Office ofa Commander, Thus 
attended by eight Pages in their glorious Livery alſo , hee 
came to the Challengers prefence , and after viuall Cere- 
monies of courtefic performed, with an audible voyce, that 
the Iudges, andall preſent might heare, he vitercd the fol- 
lowing words : In that famous caſile of Gibraltar before 
ou, there are nine Knights, deſcended from her moſt no- 
e Conquerours, from whom I am fent, to intreat you to 
be pleaſcd, that vponthe conditions you maintaine, each 
of them, may runne one only Courſe with you; which they 
haue deſired,to excuſe you from the trouble z not that 0- 
therwiſe running the three would bee any at all ro them. 
Heere Gerardo, when the gallantCaptaine had ended,with 
no leſſe gracefulneſſe made anſwer : Confidering, worthy 
Captaine, that I am hereto no other intent then what you 
mention , the famous Aduenturers might well have excu- 
ſed theirſending, and your paines , to whom I requeſt you 
make knowne, that I moſt willingly obey their commands: 
and fo with a low Reverence tothe Challenger, ludges,and 
Ladies, the brave Souldier returned into the Caſllle , lea- 
ving all the SpeQators, well pleaſed with the countly deli 
very of his Meſſage: and not long after, (the Artillery dif- 
charging afreſh) tothe found of Trumpets, and Mooriſh 
Hau-bots, a comely Knight came marching ouer the fame 
Bridge, and atthe inſtant, a ſecond Gate opening at the 
lower part of the Rocke, there ſallicd out two luſty big- 
bon'd Slaves, handſomly clad, one of them leading a leere 
goodly Cheſi-nut Horſez which the Adventurer nimbly 
mounted, without fetting foot to ſlirrop. His garment 
was a long, coat, jagged with yellow and Roſe-colour'd 
cloth of Gold, the yellow embroidered with _—_— 
an 
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and the Roſe-colour with Gold : his horſe Trappings and 
Capariſons were the ſame, and a __ Plume of Martinets 
decked as well the Aduenturers Har, as the Horſes proud 
head, ( a gentle winde curling as it vvere their tips into 
knots : ) vpon his Breft hee bore a Scutcheon or golden 
Plate, in which were carued the ancient Armes of the 
Buſtos, by which hee was knowne to deſcend from that 
Noble houſe , and this Adetts ſerucd for the Scutcheons 
Border. 


My valiant —— 
By conqu ring Gibraltar, renowne 
Gaue it ,to him, Viftory a Crowne. 


He no ſooner approached the Liſts , when the Noble 
Challenger,thinking there needed no further conditions, 
addrefled himſelfe to the courſe , and ſetting Spurres to 
the free Beaſt, droue on like a tempeſt, andin the midſt of 
the Carreere (to preuent mens withes) bore away the cafie 
Ring; and returning contentedly to his Tent, ſtayed to 
expe the iſſue of his contraries fucceſſe, which, no leſle 
lucky then his, not a little troubled him z bur the next ſe- 
cond Aduenturer caſed him of his diſtaſte, who hauing the 
ſame Colours and Motto , butnot the ſame fortune, onely 
touched part :of the hoope, and in this maner they all ran 
tothe ninth and laſt Aduenturer , whom I would not paſſe 
ouer in ſilence, as vvell in reſpeRof his difference of co- 
lours,as the Mottocaſt about the place. He vvas mounted 
vpona Swartie Bay,himſelfe clad in Cloth of gold, ground 

ite, cut, and the ſlaſhes edged about with gold Lace, fee 
vith buttons of fine Rubies inthe middeſt: his Hat was of 
Taffata pleited and white, with a curious band of Gold 
Putle emproidered, and in the Roſe of it hee wore a preci- 
| « W-£ ous 
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ous Brooch, bordered with ſmall! Ruvies, his Plumes were 
Martinets, as alſo the Horſes, vvhoſe trappings and Capa- 
riſons were ſutable of Cioth of Gold and white, variouſly 
embroidered with Gold, which ſhewed moſt richly vpon 
the white; but indeed a colour more proper to ſuch as are 
affected to ſterne Aars, then the render Infant, Loue. By 
his Armes he was knowne to bethe Heroicke Aendoſa,and 
kis Motto thus : 


My affefrens ave fo free, 
That, whilſt thus 1 liue alone, 
None ſhall me (but my ſelfe ) ewne. 


Hee made ſhew by his Robuſtious preſence, of a vvon- 
derfull ſtrength , which appeared by preſsing the faint 
Beaſt that ſeemed to yeeld vader the Burden, fo hee paſſed 
thorow the ſpacious place z whoſe SpeCtators ( hauing gi- 
uen aturne k yo it) he left moſt gladſomely full of expec- 
tation, and drawingneere to che Challengers Tent, vvho 
artended him, he began the enſuing Diſcourſe : 

All my friends and companions (as I vnderſtand) haue 
runne,cach,a Launce with you : but for my ſatisfation,and 
that none may thinke my comming hath beene to contra- 
dit your iuſt and true opinion, which againſt the conſtan- 
cie of women you maintaine ; I ſhall (and if you pleaſe ) 
freely ſubſcribe to it before there be a neceſsitie, thar(you 
remaining conquerour ) I bee compelled: for letm;ee fay 
that not in ieſting paſtime as the preſent, but with ſingle 
Valour, I willeuer make good and maintaine this vvkole- 
ſome vn-crring opinion. 

Gerardo with notable content, gave care to the determi- 
nation of the reſoiute Knight, and with a cheerefull aſpeR, 


returned ain? this anſw'rc : Securely may you, Sir ah 
is 
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this day allow your ſclte a promiſe of Victory , which can- 
not bee wanting any way to kim, that abounds as you doe 
inthe knowledge of the certaine truth I ſuſtaine. I am con- 
rent to runne a courle with you, and to giue youthe Con- 
querors reward, (VVhich ſaid) bowing his head to him in 
token of courteſic, hee paſled on to the accuſtomed Car- 
reere, and quickly tooke the Ring; and putting it in the viu- 
allplace, the Aduenturer came on, with ſuch ſpecde and 
comely grace ( as none before him had done the like) and 
with his —_— point fercht off the Ring as Gerardo had 
done, whom, in his ioy, forthe good ſucceſſe, hee came 
to embrace, deſiring , that they would fetch him out the 
Shield , that hee might ſubſcribe to the Challenge ; for 
though he needed not foto haue done,yer Gerar9s impore 
runed by his entreaties, commanded it to be bro1ght forth, 
but would not ſuffer him to firme his name, amonrgfithe 
reſt; ſo he wrote it cloſe by the Challengers. 

Foure of the nine Knights had Prizes,(viz. )lewels, which 
OO —_—_ vpon the Dames they there liked beſi:onely 
the laſt Adventurers was the richeſt, vvhich, thinking” by 
reaſon of his cruel! opinion, no Dame would receiue trom 
his hand,he deſired the Challenger to giue it as from him- 
{elfe tothe faire Ce//a; who, to ſatisfic Gerardo, accepted of 
it, at ſuch time,asto the ſound of Drumme and Trumpets 
ſ{empiternall Fame,that appeared from top of the Homage 
Tower, vnwrapping the $ges golden folds, waued by 
her powerfull right hand, diſplaide inthe inſide theſe foure 
Verſes ſet outin golden Letters. 


This day with woice of mettall Fame ſhall enter, 
Theſe hon' ring Spaines illaftrious Families, 
Therr names and glorious Aits I eternalize, 
Fremthe cleere Zenith, to th; ebſeurer Center. 
O4 And 
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And thus the gallant Adventurer withdrawing himlelfe 
into the Caſtle, with a terrible thunder of great ſhot,it voi- 
ded the place: and in the roome twelue goodly Sumpter. 
Moyles entred, all loaden with ſtraight greene Reedes,and 
couercd with rich Sumpter Cloathes, which were followed 
by wo and thirty Knights, vvith their Shields and Lances 
fitted ro them, and in the midſi.a ſtately Tr.umphant Cha- 
riot, drawne by fixe ſpotted Pye-bals, vvithan Arch in the 
midſt of it of moſt curious Architeure, whereon were ar- 
tificially ſer out and carued, the memorable exploits , 
which atthe ſiege of the famous Citie & frontier of Xeres 
by hcr Noble conquerours were performed. Amongſt 
which, the no lefle feared then bold enterprize of the cou- 
ragious Herrera, was moſt eminent, who in one of the rich 
Arches ſquares, with a manly preſence, ſtrercht forth his 
Arme and Dagger, dyed inthe Royall bloud of the Barba- 
rian enemy King, {laine in his owne Tent by that invincible 
hand. On top and vppermoſt part of the Arch, hung wa- 
uingtothe Aire a great Enſigne of blue Damaske, em- 
broidercd with Gold and Pearle, and in the midſt a faire 
Royall Scutcheon, whoſe Armes ina field white, were the 
waues of the ſtormie Sea, anciently proper to the City of 


Xeres : and for Border it had twelue other ſmall Scutche- 


ons, with the famous Armes of the following Gentlemen 
Inhabitants of the Citic : (viz.) Herrerss , Villa wicencios , 


(«machos, Ponces de Leon, Varga, Rendones, Galleges Cuenas, 


Auilas Morales Yaldeſpines,and Eſpindolas.Vnder the Arch, 
but immediately toyn'd to it, there hung a moſt beautifull 
white Cloud, which tooke vp in Ouall circle the vrhole 
breadth of it; from whence a moſt delightfull ſweet Mu- 
ſicke of Sac-burs, Cornets, Viols, Lutes and Harpes , was 
heard, ſo acceptable aud pleaſing to the hearers, as former. ' 
ly the frighttullneiſc of the Caſile vvas troubleſome 5 - 
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hinde the Chariot came twelue Moores of equall {ature 
and proportion ; marked and branded in their faces for 
Slaues, all clad atter the Barbarian manner, in long Man- 
tles of white Conon, Caps of Scarlet, with their crooked 
Semitars, and Date-colour'd Corduba Buskins, each of 
which had in his kefthand alittle filuer Scurchcon with his 
Maſters Armes, and led leere alſo his ſwitt Horſe by him, 
whoſe Caparifons and Trappings were Damaske, but by 

reaſon of the thicke embroideric of Gold, the ground was 
ſcarce diſcerned to bee blue : their Plumes and. Skarfes. 
were blue and yellow, which colours were likewiſe wozne 
Dy the ewo and thirty Knights. Becing all entred into the 
place: and hauing by two and two in payres moſt grace- 

_ paſſed their Carreeres,forgoing their ſharp Launces, 
and diuiding themſclues into two Squadrons, they began 

face to face, and according to theircuſtome, a wel-ordered 
Skirmiſh with their Reedes, which laſted all the time that 

the Chariot took vp in paſſing about the place, fo that they 

ofthe skirmi(h hauing alſo hes a turne and view of the 

EE returned neere the Chariot their Stand, 

where the Muſicke againe ſent forth. a moſt melodious 
ſound,at which the white Cloud beganto open and ſpread 

in ewelue diff rent parts, diſcouering within, a moſt cleere 

Turqueſle sky , enamell'd with bright radiant: Starres , all 

which ſhaddowed a rich Throne of fiue degrees, adorned 

with firaw-coloured Cloth of Gold, and at the Bafis that 

lcemed to be maſlic on the laſt degree, were ſet two goodly 

Images in Bult, curiouſly framed hand in hand : the one 

held in herleft, a bough of ſpredding Oake, and on her: 
lofty front, ſhee wore a Tyara or Coyfe, on vvhich this 

Moxto was vvrieen: 


With. 
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without me there's noVidtory, 
Srnce that in my performance lyes 
All honour, and each glorious Prize, 


This Valorous robuſtious Dame ſufficiently expreſled 
herrenowned name, as alſo ſhee that accompanicd her, 
with a faire Lawrell-wreathe repreſented ViRory , gildin 
her happy Temples,with a precious Imperiall Crowne,an 
about ittheſc ingraucd Verſes: 


I equally doe fauonr ſtill, 
( A, the bold aduem'rous Spirit) 


wy, Wiſedome for ber chiefeft merit. 


In the fourth, third, ſecend and firſt degree, were ſeated 
by three and three the twelue Knights, all richly ſer out in 
their colours of Damaske, blue and yellow, imbreidered 
with Siluer, Gold, and ſtones of good value (their plumes 
ſarable) and each had in his left hand a little fireamer of 
Cloth of Gold with blue,wich the Armes of his Houſe,and 
blazoned with the inſuing Motto: 


Vittory certaine and ſecure, 


1promiſe, we propitionus 
Shall hear, ſence her we bring with vs. 


The three ofthe firſt degree, after the ſound of Trum- 
ets, Shalmes, and diuers other Inſtruments, deſcended 
ie the Chariot / theirtall Slaues expeQing them vvith 
their ready Horſes ) on which moſt gracefully mounted , 
they aduanced towards the Challenger; tro whom one of 
them thus ſaid : On the behalte of theſe Knights,and others 
in 


—— 
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em 


in the Chariot, as allo on mine owne , Irequeſt you, Sir 
Knight ; Be pleaſed, that each Aduenturer may runne but 
his tole courſe with you: for (beſides that the limiting thus 
the hazzard of vitory, which will make your honour, ob- 
taining it, the greater) we ſhall receiue particular fauourin 
the courteſic demanded. 

Witha very good will ( ſaid Geraras) I accept it, and the 
demand indeed is wholly in my fauour , and (ince you will 
eaſe me of ſo much paines, lertvsloſenotime. Content, 
faid the Aducnturer : when Gerardo ( leauing him, and paſ- 
ſing his Carrcere) fo happily guided the point of his 
Launce, that he tooke the Ring : and the Aqduenturer too 
performing the like : ſeuen ot the rwelue gained Prizes, 
which they beſtowed vpon the faire Dames there preſent , 
returning after tothe Chariot , vvhither they were welco- 
med with Muſicke,and fo they all voided the place. | 

And as the Chariot went out , there centred in at the- 
ſame gare, a little vgly Dwarfe Poſt-like, winding a Horne, 
ypon a pretty Nagge,with falſe gallop, which raiſed a ge- 
nerall laughter in the SpeQators, as well in reſpe& ( as of 
his ill-fauouredneſſe) his worſe ſured brauerie , vvhich 
made him ſhew much more monſtrous. In this manner, he 
rode on to the Challengers Tent, before whom ( nimbly 
alighting) he drew out of a Cloth of gold Purſe, a Lener, 
which ( having kiſſed it) hee preſented with a low obey- 
fance to Gerards ; bur firſt in the deliueric vied this 
ſpeech : | 

Sic Knight , My Maſter(whom you ſhall better know by 
the Contents of this Letter) willed mee ( beſides the deli- 
uerie of it) to ſollicite mine owne quicke diſpatch, which I 
earneſtly on my behalfe too requeſt of you, You ſhall haue 
it,(aid Gerardo,and an anſwer alſo if the Letter doe require 
it; andinſo ſaying, he broke it open, andpaſling his cycs 
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lightly ouer it,read alowd,that al might hcare the Dwarte's 
Knight's demand. 


The Caſtillian Xnight, alias fortunate, to thee, Noble : but, 
unfortunate Gerardo , ſends gretting and health, ſach as thou 
weedeſt to make good the errour thou maint aineſt : Know , that 
(hawtng notice of the ſtrange opinion thou holdeſt ; aud confident 
that it ts vntuit) I bane taken « long iourney in thy ſearch, and 
am ( 45 tuſt new) newly alighted at this Townes gates and deſire 
fo weane thee from ſo deſperate a Tenet ;, and conſidering that I 
em for my perſon 4. your ,45 well of Inuention, as theO- 
ftentation befitting theſe Triumphs ; 1 haue thought gud to 
make it my requeſt, that ( admitting my forcible excuſe, which 
may ſerue 4 ftranger) thou be pleaſed alſe, that whether I winne 
or loſe, 1 may freely depart the Lifts, without making my ſelfe 
knowne, ſince being but an obſcure perſon, it were more fit to de- 
part with ſilence, then ſubſcribe « name , whoſe Owner is of /o 
gieane qualities 


And hauing read the Letter, not ſo much as expeQing a 
conſent from the Iudges, turning ts the Dwarte , hee thus 
ſaid, Gert youto horſe, and tell the Knight your Maſter , 
that ypon my word and aſſurance, he may enter vvhen hee 
pleaſerh, with all the conditions of his Letter obſcrued, 
to which ſend/no written anſwere, in reſpe of themore 
ſpeedy diſpatching of yourlirtle ſelfe. The Dwarfe moſt 
iocundly ſpurred on where his Maſter expeQted him j and 
pot long after,entred in foure Dwarfes with Trumpers(the 
Meſſenger making vpthe fourth ,* and of cquall low pre- 
ſence with the reſt) and after him eight masked Knights » 
whoſe Robes were long Coates of Tawny Veluet,curioully 
wrought, and ferout with little bright Looking-glaſles , 
whoſe Ouall frames were of maſſe Siluer , their horſes 
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(Tapping and turniture of the ſame Veluer,with their little 
Gla kewiſe: the Knights Hattes were garniſhed vyith 
ſutable colour'd Bugles, their owne Plumes, and their 
horſes Tops,were tawny, white, and Carnation, Their 
Launces had a cenaine bright {Varniſh that made them 
ſhew like Icat. Bebinde them came nine Dames vpon 
their white-ſpotred Palfreics, cloſe masked, and clad inthe 
ancient Roman manner, ſo rich in different colours , gold 
and precious ſtones, that (though that Mountain of Gold, 
which-the vahappy, yet renowned 1ngan Atebalins offered 
for his vagrantedranſome , had beene disburſed to arra 
them) it muſt haue come farre ſhort of their exceſſive coſt, 
Theſe Nymphs browes were girtwith Diamonds,Rubics, 
and Emeralds, and their heads ſtucke with an infinitic of 
different colour'd Plumes : each of them bare in her 
hand a neat-wrought, vvell-runed Inſtrument, with which 
(as Viols, Violins, Theorbo, Lutcand the like) they accor- 
ded in a celeſtiall harmeny. | 
Behinde theſe nine ( the-Muſes } came a Knight and 
Lady, both masked, ſhe, as braueand comely , as hee 
gallant and ſprightly. Himſelfe vvas mounted vponia 
goodly vvhite Steed in vvell-placed diſtances ſpotted 
with blacke: The trappings and other furnitare, vvere 


Cloth of Gold Tawnie, imbroidered vvith Siluer incquall | 


ſpaces fromthe Looking-glaſſes , which were ſomewhat 
te(ſe, more curious then the fore-mentioned. The Knight 
his garment vvas a cloſe Coat, ( but for length excce- 
ding the Challengers : ) of the ſaid tawny , emboſſed 


with knots and flowers of Siluer wire ; in midſt of which 


the little Glaſſes were fer, ſending forth a moſt radiant 
brightneſſe : that ( as the Sunne now neere his journcyes. 
end refleed on them) the vvearer by their dazling ſeemed 
another ſecond Phatton, The Plumes that adorned his 
= $-1--zT | Hat, 
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Hat, imbroidered with filuer Purle, were white, red, 
and Tawny , as alſo the Horſes. The gentle Dame had 
on heragowne of white Sartin , fo thicke and curiouſly 
imbroidered, thatthe white was ſcarcediſcerned, and 
the diſcouecred ſpaces werealmoſt couered vvith gold 
Butrons, whoſe Pyramicall ends were tipped with admi- 
gal cut Diamonds , which, in licu of the Looking- 


es , ſent forth a purer ſparkling then their Criſtall. 

er haire was caught and ſhut vp in a Net of Gold, a 
Cawle, faſtned on her head with a Filler of the richeſt 
Stones. From that well-drefled head too there ſeemed 
to grow, ſome white, greene and blue Feathers, which 
ethe more luſtreto her ſmooth and riſing forchead. 
hce was mounted vpon a white-pyed flca-bitten Marc; 
which,as neatly paced vnder her,as the Aduenturers luſty 


I loue with like affection. 


With this grauc as glorious Company, they both toge- 
, ther gaue a turne abour the place: after which, the Aduen- 
eurertaking :ſhort leaue of his Miſtris, (che Trumpets and 


Muſicke ccafing) went toward the Challenger , and cour- 
| teouſly 


Courler praunced vnder him, whoſe breſt wore 
on a golden Scutcheon, the inſuing Motto : 
If with the faith off'my Miſtris 
My loue may be equalized, \ 
'Tis the greateit tobe prized. ; , 
And the faire Dame caſt from her the following | 
Verſes : | ws 
If bis firme loue, whom I adoye, f 
Aamit may acompariſon, 
an 
to 
ge 
thi 
(w| 
wit 
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reouſly ſaluring him, thus faid : By the many Iewels on that- 
Cup-board, 1 vycll perceiue, how few the teucrall Aduen- 
turers haue from =_ valour gained, notwithſtanding ſo 
good a cauſe as they had in hand (The conftancae of Laazes.) 
This acknowledgement, I fuppoſe , is onely awanting to 
your ſclfc, to make you conſummarely deſerue the name of 
a Victorious Knight; for, otherwiſe, I repute you worthy 
all honour and eſtimation : and therefore let mee requelt 
you, (ſetting your Tenet aſide) you vvould be pleaſed, that 
we may runne our three Courſes wholly for the honour of 
Knighthood, vvithour any further Prize. Gerardo, whilſt 
the nent was ſpeaking, ſtood (as attentine) ſo, ſuſpi- 
tious, that this was not the firſt time he had beene acquain- 
red vvith that voyce : and in this anxietic hee replicd, how 
happy he ſhould be to receiue his commands ; though, if 
the Aduenturers good lucke vvould make him Victor, hee 
muſt not bur recetue the appointed Prize. And in fo ſay- 
n——_— ranthe mm in it tooke the Ring; and 
ing off, left the Carreeretd the vaknowne Aduecncurer, 
who on like a Flight, roundly tooke the Ring allo : 
and their ſecond lotres in like manner vvere both alike c- 
quall. But the ouer-confident Challenger addreſſing him- 
ſelfe tothe laſt Courſe, vvas not in that fo fortunate; tor,he 
onely touched vpon the Circle, and paſſing on, withno. 
{mall diſtaſte, afterward viewed how his Contrary,like an- 
other vvatchfull vvary Argus, inmidſi of his Courſe trooke 
the Ring vpon his Launces point, vvith ſuch acclamations. 
and noyle from the whole multitude, that nothing elſe was 
to be heard; till ſuch time as Drumme and Trumpets, to- 
gether with the Artillery out of the Caſtle, with hideous. 
thunder declared the Victory of the braue Aduenturer ; 
(whom the Iudges ſummoning to them) delivered him. ' 
with exquiſite ceremorſies the Ring and rich Diamond __ 
bY 
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the iuſt reward of his dexteriticz which, he no ſooner recei- 
ued, bur (accompanied by his owne Knights, and diuers 0+ 
thers enamoured, as itvvere, on bis firange vertue) came 
where his dainty Miſtris expeQed him, and taking the 
Ring from offhis finger, thus proceeded. You might iuſt» 
ly (faire Owner) reft aſſured, that to do you ſeruice,] ſhould 
ine the honor and Prize oftheſe Triumphs : ſo that, your 
cle now being the mofi loyall and conſtant of the Dames 
and Ladies preſent, is beſt vvorthy to honour the valew of 
it vvith your Lilly-hand. The graccfull Dame was readic 
with an anſwerz vvhen by miſchance the firings of her 
Maske {lipping looſe,madc it fall to the ground, and Gerar« 
as diſcoucring the faire face before him, might behold no 
lefle then the liuely Originall of the moſi beautifull Ame- 
rants. It isnot poſſible rocxpreſle his inward ioy , confirs 
ming bis miades ſuſpicion, that the Vitor was her deare 
Lover , his vvorthicft friend , the moſt valiant Arſexto, 
(vvhich being a ſufficient comfort to his loſle) he went tro- 
wards him, and taking off the Maske from his face, cloſe- 
ly embracing him, ſaid : Why (famous Arſenie)and would 
yoube ſo crucllto me, as to returne vvithout making your 
ſelfe knowne,to leaue me by your viftory in ſo great a con- 
fuſion ? Belecue me, Sir, were it not for the honour I re- 
cciue, in hauing beene foiled by you, /vvhich doth temper 
my diſtaſte) ic vvere impoſhible for you to: obraine a pars 
don. Maruellnat, friend Gerardo, ſaid Arſenio, at my (lack- 
neſle : for ſtill me thinks as I behold youJl cannot perſwade 
my ſelfe you ſhould be the ſame Gerarae , that tooke leaue 
of me at Seaih nor dare I preſume', that hee vvould main- 
eaine ſo rigorous a Theame againſt Ladies, as you here 
haue done, "Tis very vvell (quoth Gerardo) you ſpeake with 
the freedome, your fortunate ſtile giues you ; all menare 
not borne vader your happy Conſtllation, neither _ 
ug 
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live fo ſecure, as you in. the loyalty of the faire Aweranta: 

to vvhom turning, hee. kifled her ſnowie hand , rendring 

courtly rhankes for the honour ſhee had done thoſe Feſti- 

vals by her arriuall; and becing by her diſcreer language, 

payed inthe ſame coyne,all three of thementred the ſump- 

tuous Tent, iuſt as the Sunne: began now rodecline to the 

Weſt. And the Iudges (knowing all vvas ended) com- 

manded Gerarao to retire, (allowing him the glory of the 

day) and ordering, that the Plate and Iewels ſhould bee 

taken downe, lett their ſtandings, and (mounted on horſe- 

backe) placed Gererdo,and his Vitor friend in the middeſt 

of them: and in this manner, together vvith all the Knights 

and Gallants , = gaue a fightly-turne about the Place, 

accompanied vvith an infinite diuerſitie of muſicall Inſtru- 

ments , that had formerly centred. The Challenger too 

(though a loſer) might heare a thouſand ioyfull congratu- 

lations, from the confuſed rumourof the- SpeRators, and 

comming totbe Standing vvhere the Ladies and Dames 

were, himſclfe with the reſt , accompanied them to their 

Carroches, and ſo tothe Caſtle: the faire Niſe carrying 

with herthe beautifull Amerenta; each of the cwo equally 

emulating the others matchleſle perfeions, All the Ad- 

nenturers vvcre inuited by Dow Anton to ſupper: (which 

ended) the rewards vvere to bediſtributed for the beſi In- 

- vention, Launce, Motto, and Braucrie : fo that (all the 

Gheſts aſſembled together at the Caſtlc)toure magnificenc 

Tables vvere ſpread vvith great ioy and wirth, in the large 

| ſpacious Hall, vvhere to the ſound of loude Mulicke, at tlic 

{t and chictcſt Table fate the Iudges, Stickler, Challen+ 

ger, and victorious mw at an oppoſite Table the La- 

dies and Dames; on the right hand the Aduenturers, and 

at the lefe, the laſt, the reſt of the Knights and Gentlemen 

that had becne onely SpeRtators. And, hauing all plenti- 
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fully ſupped, the clothes were taken away , andthe Reuels 
began; in which , many of the Ladies danced with the 
Knights of the Ring. Laure with his Coulin daunced the 
Torch-daunce, not without fome diſtaſte to the offended 
Challenger. A firange force it is of that execrable tors 
mentour, Icloukie : Nife's moſt render cxpreffing her affe- 
Rions, could tire vp none atall in his vogratctull heart; 
et the bur ſeeing her now mooue in a ceremonious 
unce, and onely ciuilly ſcrued by her affcRionate kinſ- 
man , makes Gerardo ſenſible of diſtaſte , which kindling 
fome little Ieloufics, by lictle and lirtle raiſed ſuch a blaze in 
his intrals, that the ruines of his former flames, were quite 
conſumed with theſc latter. In ſuch iclous fancies Gerardo 
{ſed a good part of this night; in which (when the Reuels 
had end) by mutuall conſent of the Iudges, two rich Eme- 
ralds were beſtowed vpon the two gallant Seailian Sayanc- 
ars's brothers, as a reward for the beſl Inuention. On Ar- 
ſenio, for Braucrie, was beſtowed a wel-wrought Chaine of 
Gold, with a curious enameled Harpy hanging thereat. 
Lauro tor the beſt Motto, had a golden Gilly-flower,whoſe 
xcd, for enamel, was Rubies: which (though hee would 
ladly they had bene ſer in his Coufins diuine forchead) 
e durſtnot offer, for teare of a repulſe ; in which hee was 
not deceived, conſidering her diſlike of his former bold- 
neſle, Laftly, to the Challenger, as tothe beſt, and grace- 
fulleſt Launce, was allotted by general! approbation, an &+ 
_ reward. So that the * vprightnelle of the Iudges 
ying amongſtthe people, the Artilleric from the Towers, 
Batrlements, and Rauchins beganne to thunder; and from 
the Windowes a pleaſing found of Muſicke was heard. 
Ando for this night the Knights returned to their Lod- 
Mp » Next day new Solcnaics began , by the kening 
ole ſome tiyelug fierce Tara Bulles; ro which many _ 
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rible wounds were giuen by the horſe-men ſome parucu* 
larly, by the valorous Leenco, whole ſtrong arme prooued 
the fatall executioner to two of them, by ſtriking the one 
(a furious beaſt) into the necke, and foto the fore-legge of 
his monflrous body. With which, and other ſucceſſes the 
Triumphes ended, to Dow Antonio's, and all the reſi of the 
Gentlemens extraordinary content ; who together with 
the Ladies and Gentlewomen retired heme, to their (cuc- 
rall dwellings and houſes; all, but the valiant Aremio, and 
his beſl-beloued Amerants ; who, importuncd by Laxre, 
Leencio, and Gerardo, were forced to ſome longer ſtay, 
which time they ſpent inthe chace of wilde Beaſts , with 
which, the vaſt Forreſt neere Ceſarins doth plentifully a- 
bound. And now thoſe fauours which the tender Nrſc ex- 
reſſedto her Gerarde, more cuidently increaſing , and her 
acknowledging ſome ce from his thankefull 
breſt, tothe ſame height kindled a fire of enuious raging 
iclouſie in Leero's heart, Bur Niſe without wrong to her 
hearts Owner, could take no notice of his gricfes , much 
lefle apply her Couſins remedie; (whoallon fire) ſeldome 
could the two Louers , ſo much as exchange a looke, but 
his eyes would ſtand Sentinels; which in ſo render a ſubic& 
as Ni{e's paſſionate heart, cauſed no ſmall diſquiet , neither 
had ſhe concealed it, or her diſtaſte from Zauro, had not 
the prudent Amerants perſwaded, preuailed with her : for 
ſhee was her onely comfortreſſe in her torment , to whom 
ſhe would diſcouer her ſecrets, her whole ſelfe. And that 
they might at preſent more freely conuerſe and communi- 
cate their thoughts, (hauing in a cleere calme Eucning - 
ned hands) they deſcended to a pleaſant Garden, which, 
beautified with the varictie of Trees, Flowers, and fruirfull 
Plants, ſerued as a comely ornament to certaine grated 


chambers of the Caſtle, where Arſenio, Leoncioand Geraras 
Ez P 2 were 
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were lodged, whofrom thoſe taire Barte-pilded windowes, 
(for at that rime they were taking ..- ghts freſh -avre) 
might perceive how tie ewo fprightly Dames , ſecurely 
carcleſſe of a diſcoucrie,were bathing thcir Alablaſter feer 
in the bubbling Currents of a perpetuall Fountaine , that 
payed tribute tothe neighbouring riucr Betis , which Ge- 
rerdotooke for a ſfubic@ ofthe following Verles and Son- 
net, he ſung ro his Viole,torthe great content of his friends. 
but moſi,of the furprized Dames. 


Betts | whilſt pretty Philomel doth ſing, 
And to thy filney niyſe ber treble raiſe : 
whilſt gentle Tephyrus kis wings diſplayes, 
' Monet well-tun'd leaues with whifling Pur MATT 7, 
Combe [month thy Sedge thy red ſands freely fling 
On the greene banke,that thy crefloging ſtayes 
C aft them in golden knots $hrough all the wayes 
My Niſe treades : when ſhe doth neerer bring 
Her cleaver (then thy Criftali) {tmbes: chaſtiee 
Thy fwifter courſe, and may wo mutinous ayre 
Then blow, bat let the ſtreame glide gently by... 
But, draw that Twrie Curtaine from mine eyes : 
Vn-vaile thy Alablaiter (Goddeſſe faire,) 
Theagh I ACtzon, thou, Diana be. 


Scarce had Ne heard theaccents of her Louers voyce. 
when with admiration in her ſclfe,and pleaſure in Amara 
ts, they ſuſpended their preſent diſcourſe , diverted with 

'the amorous notes,which when Ne more diſtin&tly heard, 
ſhe thought (ſuch was her paſſion) that ſhe hadbeenc in a 
Ercame; yet little dream'r, that ſhe was become the ſubic& 
of Gerards's affe ion; who ſung norfo low ; neither ſo wa- 
rily, bur that the Excho'of his-voice reached the/liſfiening 
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Laxro's cares: towhom a very ſmall matter was ſufficient 
to raiſe him from his bed; and getting to one of his cham- 
bers Grates, which direQly vnder Gerards's Bay-window, 
looked intothe Garden, he might plaincly hcare thoſe a- 
morous expreſſions : and hereupon, confirmed in his ſuſ- 
pirions, he fell into ſuch a furious paſſion, that had notthe 
violence of it broke into ſome ſhort-winded fighes, hee 
might have happely beecne ſtifled in his owne ſorrow. His 
tender groancs ing (as ſonecre them) by Gerardo heard, 
his old experience of ſuch Corrofiues made him gheſle at 
the cauſe of them; and therefore he retired, together with 
his brother and friend to bed, fearing, leſt if che gracious 
Nife ſhould by miſ-chance, vſe the leaſt ſpeech ro them, 
inconuenience mighrenſue, in reſpe of the ielous 
Lauro, who ſeeing the two Dames, thathad alſo eſpicd 
bim, retire, did thelike, bur both parties with different ef- 
fefts : forhe, out ofthediſtraftion of his thoughts , could 
m_ «7 the _ ewo well fatisficd in their loues, 
quictly all che reſt ofthat night. And nor many after, 
Nj and bs Lonareloalnedantinng mecting; which wel 
might, whilſt Learo was in bed, and then (no doubt) 
theſe two affetions. mutually diſpoſed , the blind-god 
would produce his vſuall effects: incouraging the one, and 
compilaiagehe other: ſothat Niſe became lubieR ro her 
Louer, who with his new and momentarie delight, eſtce- 
med himſelfe poſſeſt of a Treaſure of more valew then the 
double Indies. 

But, Lauro, how haſtthoubeene to thy deare preiudice 
ſo careleſſe > how haſithou laid vp this ineftimable Iewell, 
reſerued for thee onely > who durft beare the fad ridings 
tothy ſoule 2 None, butthine owne heart ; nor could that 


heart but mil-giuingly prelage : for, doubtleſſe confide- 
EU tame 
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taine of their amorous ſtolne mectings, more then by the 

reſumprions of a iclous breſt, And now to: Laurss cyes 
his couſins faire face was become vgly and monſtrous, his 
loue turned ſtrangely to firong hare , and his former good 
will into reuengetull wiſheszthe ſucceſle of which he torth- 
with began to-contriuc, and thinking that the bloodieſt re- 
uenge he could take of the abborred N1i/e , was to remooue 
Gerards from her {ight,he began inſtantly ro dewſe how he 
might compaſle his death. 

'Twas now ſome time,that Arſenzo & Amerants had bin- 
abſent from their city and home,and ſome friends of theirs 
carneſily follicited their returne,which made them carefvull. 
(though ſorry ) to take leaue of thoſe Gentlemen, Gerardo 
with Nis conſent, (much to her ſouls ſorrow)in reſpe& of 
his obligation to thedeparting couple,was neceſlarily to ac 
company them, & Leoncy inthat reſpe& could do no lefle.. 
The noble Ceſarinian lnothers would willingly haue pleaded 
the tay of the other two ; but conſidering their reſolution,, 
were forcedto giue way,only inioyned them to a ſpeedy re- 
turne.. To cxpreſic N{e's ſorrow were needleſle, or rathet. 
ouer-difficult, fince ncicher her Gerardo's loyall promiſes, 
nor the faire Amerants's vowestoher to haſten him;could: 
affoord her the leaſt comfort or content : beſides, his 


paſling afterward the limitedtime of returne , breddeno- 


{mall corment in. her; ſo that her tender griefe vnable- 
to ſupport this exceſſe of her Louer ,, and withall fearin 


leſt ſome diſaſter might haue befalne him , ſhee reſolued: 


(treading downe all inconueniencies of honour) to de- 
clare her griefe to.a Barbarian, a Slaue, in whom (as hauing: 
had his breeding in her Fathers houſe)ſhe had good confi- 
dence; and withall giuing him ſome rewards in preſent,and 
promiling him for his ſecreſie,more; ſhe diſpatchrhhim to 
Gerardowuh a Letter. The Slaue willing to obey OY 

is, 
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Miſtris,made good ſpeed, arriving at Sexil and Arſenco's 
houſe in few houres, where hee found Gerardo in his 
Amaranta's pleaſing company, to whom hee delivered the 
Letter, which Gerardo receiued with inward ioy , though 
(bappely) his Miftreſſes hazzarding buſineſle of ſo great 
conſequence,did ſomewhat leſſen that (vvhich might haue 
otherwiſe been exceſhue) conteat. But ſeeing there was no 
remedy,he muſt ſer a good face vponthe matter; ſo, com« 
manding the Meſſenger toreſt himſclfe, opening the Let- 
cer, he might view the inſuing Lines. 


Not the feare that your promiſe can ener bee defeftine , is the 
cauſe that thus, to mine homeurs haz.zard, 1 commit this Letters 
inoportant ſecreſie to ſo meaue « bearer : onely I have hereunto 
beene mooued, by the infinit defire 1 bawe that theſe weary eyes 
way ſee you, which ſhall neer yet be weary of ſhedding teares for 
your abſence, till your returne dry them ( my bes ſole remedy) 


#0 keepe it from ſad torment. N1sm 


A thouſand times ouer , kiſſed Gerardo the paſcionate 
Paper,and as oft had he read it, had not the ſighes' which 
loue made him offer as a ſacrifice for his delay , kept him 
in ſome ſuſpence : and ſo, loth (by further ſtay roadde 
new difticulries,) he briefely diſpatchtthe Meſſenger, tel- 
ling him by word of mound ( beſides aſhore Letrer hee 
eaue him for Nie) that himſelfe would that following + 
night be ypon his = 

Ar this time the offended Lauro flept not, whoſe an 
and reuengefull thoughts increaſed more and more ſti 
fiercely him : ſo that his minde brooking no longer 
delayes, he reſolued to puta bloudy purpoſe in executions 
which was, To kill Gerardecre he departed Semill, (the 
firteſt place for the ——— -2 a defigne.) _ h 
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And fo taking a luſty rall ſeruant (on whom hce much 
relyed) along with him, without makin either of his Vn- 
kles priuy to their iourney, they rooke their way towards 
the mentioned Citic ; whither Zaaro's auerſe Fate permit- 
red him not toarriuc; for that very nightas hee rode on 
(careleſſe of the morcall diſaſter)yiſcourſing with his ſer- 
uant,touching the vehementduſpitions he had of his Cou. 
ſin) and alſo their bloudy purpoſe vpon Gerardo ; before 
they had paſſed on halferheir way, the Slanethar iocund 
and merry, was returning with N:e's Letter mer them, 
(who knowne by Laare,but Leare knowing nothing of his 
ſhort abſence) ſomewhat troubled atir, began to d 
angrily of him the cauſe of his ijourncy ; which bred no 
ſmallamazement in the quaking Slaue (as becing (o- ſud» 
denly ſurprized. ) | 

But another more deſperat accident cru the pre- 
ſent Inquiſition z for they were ſet vpon by foure fugitive 
Soldiers,who (ſtolne fi their Regiment, bound with the 
weſl-Tudian flccte) with their charged Muskets robbed all 
Paſſengers they met with ; which clapping now to Laure 
and his Companies breſts , they demanded withall their 
Purſes. The vnfortunate Laure fared worſt of the three, 
for ſtanding to his defence, they ſhot him thorow the bo- 
dy with a brace of Bullets z and falling from his Horſe, in 

eat fury, they diſpatcht him with their Swords, to the 
eruant and Slaues no ſmall ſorrow , though ſeeing their 
owne danger, and how vnable they were to reuenge his 
death, they thought beſt to ſhaft for their owne lives, (that 
the bloudy Theeues might not ouertake them ) neither 
durſt they returne to Ceſarins with the newes, each of them 
juſtly fearing his owne danger , for hauing ſo coward-like 
forſaken their flaine Maſter : wherefore they thought it ſa- 
teſt ro get vpinto the Country .as farre from Ceſerine , ns 
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ſlibly they could: whither ( as now)-Gerardo was vpon 
fi way, neither could hee at this time have thought that 
he was euecr ynfortunate, ſince Heaven ſo miraculouſly 
leaſed to free him from a two-fold danger : foy hce had 
en ſure (comming alone as he did vvithout his brothers 
company , vvho for ſome prinate reſpeAs ſiay'd behinde 
him) eicher to have periſhettby the icalous Laars's hand,or 
beene murdered by thoſe bloudy Homicides,who. buſic a- 
bout the wretched Lanrs's Ipoyles (having retired his bo- 
dy out of the high-way into the Thicket) .gaue meancs to 
Gerardo that night to conclude his (hore journey , and ar- 
rive by Sunne-riſfing at Ceſarine, where (alighted) he was 
told, aaron, Src before, 'therwo Brothers were 
ridderrabroad, to killa huge wilde Boaxe, rhat was faid:;to 
haue beene ſeenc grazing not; facre. off to: the Countries 
detriment. 


S This newes much gladded him, that he might now with 


the more freedome enjoy the company of his (oft Miſtris: 
and fo he went towards, hex Chamber, where (though ir 
were but early) he found her not : and. asking more care- 
fully of her, one of her Maids told him (he was in the Gar- 
den, to vvhich way he ioſtancly haſting,might ſce how a- 
monght the Flowers,ſhe was with ber white framing 
a pretty painted wouen garland of Myrtles , Gilly-flowers, 
and differen Violets, and in the zuterim hee might heare 
ſome Contents of her ſolitaric thoughts, expreſſed by her- 
melodious Voicc,in this ſhort Ode:. 


Thou Ruſt and knot-wreathing Snake, 
' Nature allowes, 
Thy barren Spouſe, 
And beth embraces cloſe totake.. 
And thouhigh Elme ; thin.and the Vine, 
Tn 
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Is Hymens rete, 


Joy day and might, = 
S's may you liutgand flourt fool, 


That (thankeleſfe) wy embraces flyes. 


The Dirty ended, Heaven forbid (ſuddenly 

her, ſaid Ger ards)chat my firme affeRion reeciue ſo hard an 
artribure, VVhat Arr-full Penſillcould here ſer oue —_— the 
life the countenance of the ouer-ioyed Nife 

world of gladſomeneſſc, when the wiſht jak ion. wes 
uers voice,touchtin her rauiſht cares (ſo that fearelefle of 
all danger tobe efpied) ſheranne, and with open Armes 
threw her ſelfe vpon his necke, crying out , If for ſoredi- 
ous and gricuous anegleR , L ſhould takethe e on 
thee that thou ,thele Armes, (that as bonds) now / 
enfold thee, might iuſtly retire from fo cloſe an embrace: 
bur ſo fearefull am I of thy crying quits in another kinde, 
that, to giue thee lefſe freedome, (then 1 feare in#this] ab- 
_ Sake had)I am forced tolocke thee in with theſe 

rmes. 

Truft me, deare Owner of my life, ſaid Gerards,l had ras 
ther be ſtill ſo impriſon'd, then by looſing of thoſe Armes, 
inioy my lefſe efiee eftecmed ber: and face from my negle& 
ſo greata Les proceedes, what iuſtice have you to call 
me yetnegleAtull > This onely vvas wanting to my mis- 
fortune aid Nie) that from my fauours thou takeſt occali- py 

on 
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onto rorment me. Gerardo, atthis and other amorous diſ- 
courſes ſmiling, led her by the hand, and going tothe pris 
vateſdpart of zhe Caſtle, after they had difcufſed together 
(nor wichout fome miſdoubt) of the Slaves long ſtay, as: 
wellas of Laurs's vnexpeted abſence,(takiog leaue of her 
ruddy lips) hee betooke himſclfe to his Chamber, where 
reſting after his weary iourncey the greateſt part of that day, 
rhe ewo allowing night he paſſed in the Gon of his 
fole loued Miftris ; till fuch time as her Father and Vnkle 
were rerurned, for then theirdelights were lefle ſecure, 
The two Noble Brothers were much gladded with Ge- 
rards's returne, though Leoncrs's ſtay behinde did ſome= 
thinglefſenthat ioy in Dos — breſt, which vvas tilt 
gratefull, ſo long anger concealed, = not 
ren dayes , A er was purpoſely dif. 
anars nk 6 Gouecrnourof C =. Tenn 2 Sr to! 
et him know, that a Slaue of his was there in hold, flying 
(as ſeemed) hs Maſters anger, and that for the fuſpition- 
they had of him-in reſpe@of rhe iron markes in his face, 
they thought fit ro ſtay him. The newes much pleaſed the 
Brothers, though Gerardo and Nzfe, tor the ſecreſic of their 
affaires,would rather he had neuer bin heard off. Dow Anto- 
nis (ſenfible of his Slaues lofle) inſtantly ſent one for himz. 
andthe very” ſame day came the newes of his Ne 
death, which ( to his ſoules grieſe) made him extremely: 
paſſionate. Ir was knowne, by a Letter ht him from 
Laarssſeruant, whoremained in a Village of Portugal, cal» 
ted Moragheſad Contents were theſe : 


ns Lines yet the lone of « dutifull ſernans to-hts 
deceaſed Maſter , hath more preuailed with mes, ſo farre, as is 
Yue 10u 48 accoupnt of your deare Lauro , wheſe renenge = 
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mourd me to let you know the vehement ſuſpution 1 haue of hid 
Aurderersin this Vilage of Mora in Portugall, from whence 
I write , and whither 1 addrefied my ſelfe the ſame night that 
my Maſter and I were abſent from Ceſarina, haning left him 
flain in the creſſe-way neere the Pits by Mare- Woods, where 
feure men ſet vpn v3,and ſo, drſtreſied, I and your S laue were 
forced to ſaue our ſelues by flying ; your Slane , who was happily 
then preſent, that ſo bloudy a crime might not eſcape wit 

ſbment. Touſball under ftand, Sir , that the intent of our 
tourney (though the ſucceſſe were contrary ) was, to hae ſlaine 


Gerardo, the cauſe ſuffi engage my Maſter, your dangh- 


cient ts 
ters honoar : which $he ſeid Gerardo ſought by illicute affettion 
fo depriue her of, from whence and undoubtedly I coef? , that, 
he, cheſsing at my Maſters _—_— way of anticipation 
mods fo fro firit. A ks oth the —_ confir we < ſuſpi- 
tion; for that the next morning, at Seuill, ] vnderſtoed from 
Leoncio , that oxer-night this Brother had departed towards 
Ceſarina, where, if at preſent hee bee ; you may by legall tn- 
quiſition fift out theſe, more certaine then fained probabiliites, 


Scarce had Dow Antenio read theſe laſt lines, when, his 
couragious breſt vnable to ſupport ſuch a waight of ſorrow, 
he remained ſenceleſle, and lettingthe Paper drop, fixt his 
fad eyes vpon it , with ſuch ſhewes and fignes of inward 
Torment, as cauſed no leſle inthe pictifull Dow Henrique 
(noneelle by)who,fearing his Brother mightfall into ſome 
helpleſſe agony ,fiepping to him, and taking him by the 
hand, fo dealt with him, that ke called backe this remem- 
brance (though the wofull accident made him ſpeake no- 
thing but groanes:) (which perceiued by Dow Henrique) 
himlelfe was almoſt brought to that heauy paſſe. For be- 
fides thatthe deceaſed Learo was eſteemed as ſole ſonne , 
and wholly hcire of both, the ſuſpition of {e's —_— 
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did more aggravate the ones rage, and increaſe the others 
ſorrow. Bur the latter (accuſtomed to ſuch brunts , and, 
reaſon witigauug his paſhon) began more temperately to 
treat with his Brother,touching thele affaires (which caried 
with all ſecrecic) they mutually y=_ that Gerardo ſhould 
be apprehended, and that,fpeedily, before hee might haue 
notice oftheir purpoſe : which,tothe poore Gentlemans 
admiration , was ſuddenly effe&ed,.by taking him at vna- 
wares in his Chamber ; and from thence he was conneyed 
tothe ſtrong Tower, with which hee had becne formerly 
acquainted ; and (leauing two truſty ſeruants for kis lay- 
lors) with three or foure others, they rode to Afere-woods , 
where neerethe fore-mentioned Pits , they found the vn- 
happy Lawro's body ; but, ſoſwolne , dil-figured and purci- 
fied; thatas well inthis reſpeQ, as alſo that (the fleſh being 
naked, it was in many parts eaten and deuoured by vvilde 
beaſts)they doubted whether it were the ſame they looked 
for : till looking more narrowly vpon the corps ,. it was 
knowne tothoſc that paſsionately bewailed che Owner , by 
. acertaine markeithad ,. which parted theleft (ide of the 
beard, So, without more adoe, wrapping the. body in a 
blacke Herſe, they returned backe to Ceſarins, where,when 
Gerards's ſecret impriſonment was knowne, the whole town 
vvas inanvproare , cſpecially the gricued Niſe's trouble 
was incomparably the greatelt z when, comming to the 
Tower to ſpeake with him, the carctull Warders hindered 
her,and withall ſaid, they were chicfely charged ro deny 
her entrance : which made her thinke all was betraid vnto 
her Father and Vaklez whoſe rigour, for her offence, ſhice 
began not without caule to feare: yer, loueto Gerardoani- 
mating her tender heart, gaue her valour to expeQ- for bis. 
ſake a thouſand deaths, reſolued ro die rather with him for 
It, company,then for any living teſpeR ro foxſake him... (a de- 
id | termination: 
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termination in woman brauely Maſculine, if in the perfor. 
mance the viuall variable condition of her ſexe had not in- 
termeddled.) 

Gerardo in this extremitic ſtood vadaunted, for ( inno- 
centof Leere's death) for any other ground of his impri- 
fonment he rejioyced; thar,by his danger Ne might know 
his affeRien, and at how low aratc in reſpeR ofthat he va- 
lewed life. (The two Vnkles arriving about midnight with 
their Nephewes bodie)the two ſad vvith the fright- 
full newes,gaue reſpite to their wandring imaginati 
Gerards was now openly pronounced the b homi. 
cide, who (innocent) ſeemed not to be much ſenſible of his 
impriſonment, ſaue, of the vvrong thoſe Gentlemen did 
him,to diuulge him the Murderer throughout all Andais- 
x44, vvanting proofes for it ; vvhereas , indeed,in all equity 
(conſidering the Lawes of friendſhip,& his former wrong- 
full impriſonment) they ought now to haue proceeded 
with more reall juſtification. Thisnot alittle troubled him, 

h, neither from Dex Axtenie,or his Brother,he could 
reccivethe leaſt ſarisfaQion, vvho onely ſought to ſatisfic 
themſelues with his bloud ; and, fo, having ſpeedily cauſed 
Lauro's body to be interred, they diſpatcht a Meſſenger to 
the Village of Adore, for the ſeruant that wrote the Letter 
and another to Cordabs, for the Slaue (deferring in the 
meanetime a more important diligence.) Theſe things 
were not ſo ſeuerely carried , but that vvithin three dayes 
Leoncio had notice of his Brothers danger : whereupon, ac- 

nied vvith ſome of his kinſmen and friends, he tooke 
Pofts for Ceſarine; Arſenivonely, abſentthen from Seail, 
came not; or rather an vnluckie chance,as diſaftrous as the 
preſent of Geyardo,kept him behinde; the which, before the 
end ofthis firſt parts laſt Tragicall diſcourſc,we ſhal onely, 
to auoid prolixizic touch at, 


Leew- 
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Leomcio and his friends as ſoone as they came to Ceſarina, 
alighted at the firſt Ine they mer with not holding it ſafe 
to accept of the Caſtle offered by the two Brothers vnto 
them: from whom Leoxc#o vader the caule of his Bro- 
thers impriſonment, without any mention of Ns, vvhich 
more for infamy then vncertainty was pretermitred, 

Leoncio vas inwardly glad to conſider how weake proofes 
they had againſt his brother: bur this he kept ſecret; and ra- 
ther, in words and geſture expreſſed great ſhewes of grie- 
wance, vrging how ill bad complicd with their loues 
to his Brother and him, fince, ſoſlightly, onely with a Let- 
rerand bare prefiumption from one that in more likelihood 
might be guilty, they had moued the poilc of their wdge- 
ment.. To this he _ more reaſons, fo mens of 
indignation ( as made Don A#teniorcady to clapped 
him vp with his Brother ) which R_ done , all had 
beene marred,conlidering how vvell Leomcroand his friends 
came provided ; ſo, Don Aatoxrs comming neere vnto him, 
faid; Cooks you, Signior Leoncie, if your Brothers impri- 
ſonment ſo much diſtaſte you : thinke you my Nephewes 
bloudy murder as much grieuesnot vs? The truth ought to 
be ſifted out; neither rake I your felfe to bee fo cleere,asro 

ake {0 my in ſo weighty a cauſe. Gerardo is your Bro- 
er, and vvho knowes whether his intents were made 
knowne or not to you 2 and therefore reſt contented «£ for: 
hitherto there hath been no indireRproceeding : and per- 
haps what may ſceme but {light and triuiall co you, may erg 
long put you to your Pecke of Troubles. 

More vvould the paſſionate Gentleman haue ſaid , and 
worſe had hee beene anſwered, but that Dow Hemrrque, 
leſſe blinded vvith choller, & that more eſteemed of Leon- 
co for his friend, preuented them by ſtepping berweene. 

And Leonciv, without further ſtay, went to his lodging, 

where 
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(where thorowly conferring touching the buſines vvith bjs 
friends) rhe vpſhor was, that according to cuſtome in mat- 
ters of conſequence, they ſhould petition to the grear and 
feared Tribunall of 7/{berss, to have the cauſe and tryall re- 
mooued thither, ( aſſured thar if the juſtice of ir were lefe 
to Dow Antonio's arbitrement,it would haue but a difaſtrous 
iſflue) ſince he being abſolute Lord oner ſuch as hee might 
name for Iudges in Ceſarims, they would doe nothing 
what he ſhould dire&them in. The advice ſeemed good 
to all,and was quickly put in execution(Gerardo firſt appea- 
ling from his vniuſt impriſorment, and ſome neceſlarie di- 
ligences vſed after inthat High Court of Chancerie ) hee 
was by order of thoſe ſupreme Iudges ſent for thither. In 
the meane while, he thatwent for the Slaue was returned ; 
and having m_ him in ſure hold, as foone as hee was 
come into Dow Antonis's preſence,not once expeting to be 
demanded the cauſe of his flight, falling proſtrate at his 
Maſters feete, and deſiring his eare in priuate , he vlaincly 
deliuered as much as he knew of Ni/e's ſecret afteQtion,and 
of the Letter committed to his truſt tor Gerardo: ( an AR 
fit for ſo baſea creature, and worthy to light heauy on her, 
that would commit ſo important a ſecret to a Slaues 
breſt.) 

Here Down Antowio ſecinr; how impoſſible it was that his 
diſhonour ſhould now any longer be concealed,likea Tor- 
mented Bull roared ovt alowde his hard misfortunes : his 
Brother alſo ſuſpeRing the worſ}, grew almoſt to as badde 
plight : & N;eno ſooner heard of the Slaues arrivall, bur, 
t-artull ot the danger,& forgetting her amorous refolution 
{uddenly fled from her Fathers houſe, taking SanRuaric at 
a Nunnery (which had in former times beene founded by 
her Ancefiors ) frem whence ſhe gauc noticeto the angry 
old 1nan,ofthe Change ; who,now with cxtremitic of _ 

c 


"Om OOO) 


—_—_—_ 
_—_A. 


: The confortunate Spaniard. 225 
neſſe had no ſence of feeling letr of his diſgracctul troubles. 
Bur fince their Cauſer was in his power, the certainty of his 
Revenge did a little reuige him , which was allo increaſed 

by the comming of Loers's ſeruant, whoſe declaration ta- 
ken, agreed iuſt with the preſumprions of his former Lecter: 
and though by the Slaues depoſition there were a plainc 
difference & contradiQtion between them(ſince che one (aud: 
he left Gerardoin Sexi/; and the other,that hee red ro 
haue beene one of the Homicides ) yer the ce had 

—_ enough to haue daunted the moſt couragiovs 


* Onthe other fide, Gerards's ill ſucceſſe in his lone quite 


— 


will, in whem, as his lifes comfortrefle, hee had fixed the: 
r of his preſent mis-forwnes, thinking the vpſhor of 
all muſt be,to rake her as his own & happy coniugall com. 
panion, But his enemies looked fo narrowly to him, thar it 

| was not poſſible for any Letter ofhis to this effeQts come 
to Niſe's hands : for Dow Antomis aymed wholly at his life z 
ſothat,as well himſelfe in perſon,as alſo,by his meanes,the 
Nunnes laboured his daughter,that in any caſe, (he ſhould 
deny to have had other then a lawfvull intance vvith 
Gerardo, advertizing her, thathee was infallibly ro die z fo 
that ſhould ſhe ſay otherwiſe (beſides looſing him)her ho- 
novr vvould be rninouſly loſt; and other matters to this pur- 
pole ; which(ſomtimes gently,other-whiles _— pro. 
poſed)were ſufhcient to reduce her minde to her ſflerne Fa- 
thers will, and to make her forget that immenſe affeQion , 
with which of late ſhe had reſolued to ___—_ Gerardo. 
But Nife made no new book of her variable inconftancie, 
Q which 
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es 


which incident to the whole ſex,little nceds he ro wonder 
at theſe changes that ſhall marke their end. Thus N!ſe,be. 
fore, determined to ſuffer thouſands of deaths for her Lo. 
ver (curting now the thred of her firme intent) ten onely 
dayes abſence of impriſonment, and a few poore threats, 
alter her mind, conforming it (againſt Gerards) to her Fa» 
ther and Vnkles pleaſure. | 

This new and ſudden change (as bad newes is vvont ) 
came laſt of all to Gerards's care, cauſing within him [0 
raw an operation, that the paſt Tragedies of his former 
dead Loues, were nothing in reſpe of this, and butas 
ſmall additionsto this laſt great Torment. In the heat of 
theſe affaires, the valiant Leoweio returned againe tO Ceſari- 
#4, and his Brothers preſence z whom , by his afflictions | 
ſtrangely meramorphoſed, he ſcarce knew : but hauing in 
fine giuen him the beft comfort hee might , on the other 
ſide he required Dow Antonio by vertucof a Scedule Roy. 
all, thar his Brother might be dehuered yp for the famous 
Citie of 1hberis, which (to his griefe) he was forced to 0- 
bey,& the Priſoner was with 2 Guard conveyed as 
the bulineſſe and Gererde's perſon well needed , who now 
ſomewhat well cheered with his Rrothers preſence, pro- 
uided himſelfe for 1{beris ; and ſtraight hee was vpon his 

.  waygturning for euer (in his determined thoughts) his 
backe to Ceſarine. 

About mid-day (growing too extreme hot to paſſe fur- 
ther to any Towne) comming to a pleaſant 4owery Val- 
ley (that lying vnder certaine huge Rockes, «nade the 
greene ſcate more dclighefull ) by generall conſent they 
choſethar freſh angas yo to giue their wearied bodics 
ſome refreſhment : and fo alighting, whilſt their Horſes 
grazed,cauſed their dinner prouiſions to betaken from off 


a great Sumprter-Moyles back,that was their Cup boond 
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and having alſo the flower-etlamelled field for their Table- 
Cloth,and the tranſparent fireames of the necre running 
Brooke for their Baſon (downe they fate, and with much 
content fell to their viuals :) which alſo was ſo much 
the more by the addition of a cleere Voices ſweete 
accents , which in midſt of Dinner they might diflin- 
= to the ſound of a Rebecke in the following 


At the foote of « Mountaine white 
Clad all in ſnow, 
That doth melt with the Sunne-beames bright, 
Cclio as in a Dreame, 
Beholdeth how the ſtreame, 
Drines to and fro. 
Little Pibbles white, red and blue, 
then dath heſee, 
And preſented are to his view, 
Sands like Arabian Gold, 
Neere which he may behold, 
Apollo's Tree. 
In flead of Fiſhes, Nayades 
In Criflall vailes, | 
Lift ”p ang, Seas, 
with diff rem gar cronwna, 
- Sad Cygnus Simms round, 
His loſie bewayles. 
"me Hyacinthus groweth neere : 
donis tos, 


—_—_  -v» 


Acanthus the Boy doth appeare 
| Loo fou'r of bis name, , 
Narciſſus ft his fame, 

That ſcorn d tow, 
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The Thracian ell riſetbthen, 
His Harpe he brings, 
That attratts birds, beaſts, fiſhes, men: 
_ = __ he cheares, 
ſtneng 4s eares, 
And thu he fengs: 
Fenifla the faire wow is core, 
(S wane) weepe no more ; 
wuh little foot of Snow, 
She trips it #0 awd fro 
On grefii ſhore. 
C ame then Fenilla faire Fenifla come, 
Come tothe ſhade, 
By coole leanes made. 
Sizg, Ceclio : Valley, make Fenilla roome, 
And let Ecchoring, 
Skhee's the Valleys Spring: 
Fenilla come. 


With this Song all were ſtrucke ſalent, and leaving both 
viauals and diſcourſe, gaue vvilling attention. And Ge- 
rardo, vvho in the mid(t of his troubles kept eucr a good 
memoric, forgot not his old friend Cele, aſlvone as hee 
might know him by his voyce,ycr,fee him he could nor,by 
reaſon of a winding thicket, through which kis eye could 
hardly reach to the gentle Sk :ſo,onc of the compa- 
ny,to do Gerardo ſcruice,roſe vpand meant to ſeek & brirg 
Celzoto himz vvhen by chance hauing heard Gerardo name 
him, he ſooncame out of the thicker, vvuhuther,ro enioy the 
covle ſhade,he was and leading a Nymph as beau. 
tifull of face , as himſclfe comely of perſon; drawing now 
neere,andto his no ſmall admirarion , knowingthe Priſo- 
ner Gerardo, he tanne to bim , and vvith open armes ( his 
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eyes ſhedding teares for ſo long abſence) imbraced him, 

that with no leſle paſſion vvelcommed the others approch; 

and forcing the good Shepherd to fit next vnto him, re» 
c 


counted the vvhole Story ofhis late laſt misfortunes;which 
he cloſed vp with Gene akeage which Cele and his Shep- 
herdeſſc _ the Eccho's in their anſwer. To her, Ge- 
rerde applying himſelte, thus ſaid, By your loucly preſence 
and ſome part of my friends Dirty, I ſuppoſe, fairc Miftris, 
ouare the (hrine, to vvhoſc Deitic Ce/o hath deuored all 
[ixaffe&ions; the which (time was) I knew to be otherwiſe 
employed, when his Ip. per mine were then cquall : 
bur as the vvitchcraft of a paire of blacke quicke eyes, 
wrought a change in me, that ought by ſad experience to 
hauc more wary; what vvonder , if my friend,caught 
by no experience nor rigour of Fortune, ſhould ſuffer van- 
quiſhment from ſo rare a ſubiet > Thar onely, noble Ge- 
rardo, (ſaid Celio,before the willing Shepherdeſſe could re- 
ply) excuſeth me, and ſatisfies for the breach of ſingle life. 
I am ovely ſorry, that I had not long fince beſtowed my 
whole life vpon Fenrfa's ſeruicez vvhole ſweet preſence (at- 
ter a tedious abſence) hath, as this day deſcended hither, 
to giue new life, ſhadow, colour, ro theſe Plants, Valley, 
_ Flowers. Shall I Qill De angry my Gels, replicd the 
ſmiling Shepherdeſle,at your offending flattery? For,there 
beeing ſo many witneſſes here preſent of my meane parts, 
how dare you extol them fo, or rather,mocke me with ſuch 
fawning attributes? Rather, ſaid Gerardo, with all /e{i9 can 
ſay, he muſt come ſhort: in which, and other pleaſing diſ- 
courſe, (time drawing neere, and the Sunnes heate tlack- 
ning) they made ready to rake horſe : ſoall rooke leaue, 
and Gerardo was very much pleaſed with Ce/zs's happy en- 
counter, taking it as a preſage of good ſuccefſe, though a 
tragicall accident that dee Q valiant Arſeni, _— 
3 on 
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this mirth into a mournfulneſſe, equall ro that for his owne 
misfortunes: for afſbone as he was entred into the 1/iterion 
priſon , he found _ there for his companion. The 
cauſe of his apprehenſion was not much different (as being 
bloody)from Wo the effe&s were quite contrary : fince, 
to the charge of our vhappy Gerardo , the death of one 
onely perſon was wrongtully laid, but the killing of three in 
ſingle combare were ſofficiently prooucd againft the other, 
Acts (had they beene in warre) worthy Lawrell, as now 
like to produce ſome exemplary puniſhmem : ſuch aQtes, 
as were they not ſomwhart too aberring from the promiſed 
brevitic of ourneere ending Hiſtories firſt Parr, might af- 
foord a curious cyeno leſſe pleafing then profitable enters 
tainment. With Arſenzo's diſcreet loued company, Gerar- 
ds was by little andlittle diverted from his ſorrowfull fan- 
cies, and began tothinke vpon ſome needfull courſe for his 
liberty; though had not high Heauen now {as at other 
times) mooued with his immocence, deliucred him from 
danger, his life had beene witeily loſt : for, ſore fine mo- 
neths after Gerards had thus beene Priſoner , by a ſecret 
and vn-expeted chance, Lawro's murderers were in fine 
happily diſcouered. 

So it was, that the fore-mentioned Souldiers you read 
of, roaming vp and downe in their bloody exercif , vere, 
vpon ſome light preſumptions, laid hold of in a certaine 
little Towne of the Duke of Medine Sidomis's , where (be- 
ing put to the Racke) they not onely confeſſed the faRt, for 
which they ſtood accuſed, but diyers thefts, robberies,and 
murders, as amongſt others, Zawre's deathz and another c» 
quall in execution, though in the manner and performance 
more hainouſly beaſt-like , the father hauing prooucd the 
Filicide ofhjs owne fonne; the father, vvho was named 
Don lohn Pore, a Tartrſuan Gerileman; in my T_ 
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of the moſt barbarouſly cruell aRes it was , that cither in 
$peine, or clic-where in ary Age euer truly happened, as 
wellin reſpe& of the beginning and mortiue, as that the 


* principall autheur andaQtor in it, was (as is ſaid) the fa- 


ther: and the rarity of it vvillnecler me paſſe it ouer in fi- 
lence, but ſet ir downe as ſuccinRly as I cantoatinle,accor- 
ing to the _ Relation = tepacm. to enſuing times, 
memory imprinted in theſe laſt 

Leaues of my blacke Lines 1as followeth : 


There lives in the City of Tarteſiaa vviddow Dame, cal- 
led Fabis , whom, Heauen in her younger yeeres, cndued 
with more beauty, vertue, and goodneſle, then goods of 
fortune, or nobleneſſe of blood and birth. To her, one of 
the prime Gallants ofthat Cirty made court; vvhole amo- 


rous ts vvere ſoone wn< nr ,and ſo diſcreet- 
> my Saee Gm pmſinnr, akin 
till time and his i ents , vvhic 
vnexpeRed vva al comcrateetnds, mate berthew 
her ſelfe ſomewhar leſle coy, neuer the more com- 
ming;yet he obtained with much gdo,ſome ſpeech with her 
from a vvindow, bur farre off, and ſmall hopes of enioying 
his ends and her;only alitleto diſ-oblige her ſclf,ſhe affor- 
ded him that poore content of ſpeech,vvhich neuertheleſle 
was not catricd vvith the ſecrecic it : for, comming 
to an Aunts noticeof hers, ſhe vvas by her Aunt ſo rough- 
ly reprehended, that hauing out of her anger learn't a vvar- 
ing,ſhe from that time forward ſhut her Window againſt 
her burning Lover. Bur his flame the more increaſed, by 
how much his defire to ſeeher , and her vigilaacic not to 
ſee him, was ented. Loues eycsare like piercing Ly» 
ces; and ſo, Febia's care vvas loſt, fince her would 
"+ "H Sentine), was al- 
4 
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waics vvaking : and one time amongſt others, viewing,how 
his fairc Milkcis , Careleſle of a p_ , vvas (ct atthe 
fircet doore, laying hold on the bleſſed opportunitie, hee 
came ncere, and began to lay ſuch effeuall amorous rea» ' 
ſons before her, that ſhe had neither the power to turne her 
backe, nor obſtinacic to ſtop her cares; and fo gaue a way 
to his Loues enchamment, ro vadermine her conſtant pur- ' 
poſe, Bur hearing his diſcourſe trend _ to complaints 
of her vnkindneſle, not willing that he ſhould proceed, ſhe 
abruptly thus cuts him off: The fauour, Signior, you doe 
me, extending beyond the limits of ordinary courteſic,cn- 
forceth meto defire your forbearance;and(for I hauc often 
told you my will cannot conforme it ſelfe with yours) mee 
thinkes it might ſatisfic you: fince it ſo much concernes 
my honour, and noreaſon is it, that he, who pretends hee 
loues me, ſhould ſtrive ro bereaue me of that, which(once 
loſt) is neuertobe reftored. My Parents are aboutto be- 
iow me, andIam willing ro obey them, by vndergoing 
that eftate which they hold firring for me. And fince my 
birth hath made me too vnequally meane for your deſerts, 
that in this reſpeAI can be no lawfull recompence to your 
deſires, I moſt humbly beſeech you to forger me , and caſt 
your eyes vpon ſome nobler ſubic@, that for blood may 
deſerue char, of which my lowneſle hath made mce an vn- 
deſeruer. Here, inflam'd with iclouſic, the reſolued Gen- 
tleman _— So cruell a Treatie; to me fo preiudiciall, 
loued Fatzz, ſhall not proceed, if I can helpe it, neither wil 
I longer deferre the remedie that lies in mine owne hand, 
which I forthwith giue, and a firme promiſe to be your huf- 
band; and that you may be the better affured, theſe foure 
fcruants, with Heaven and me,ſhall be your witneſſes : and 
this ſayd, withoutexpeRting the leaſt anſwer from her, that, 
ouercome with ſudden ioy, couldbardly bauc giuca it, hee 
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gaue a call to his ſeruants; and before them, turning to his 
Fabir, (whom he ſaw with the vnlook't-for accident,turned 
into bluſhing crimſon) proſecuting his intent, hee ſaid, 
. Deare Miſtris, why are you thus filent, or deferre that I, 
which I expeR from your {weer lippes ? 1 ſay once more, 
nay, a thouſand rimes, but, a ſhort once for all, I a yoar 
Husband: of which, Heauen and theſe ſhall bee my witneh 
ſes; give me then that white hand, with which, and in ir, L 
ſhall enioy more happinefle then in the worlds Treaſure. 
And fo ceaſing, he gaue way,that the modeſt Fabis might 
with leſſe trouble frame this ioyfull aoſwer: VWondernor, 
deare Signior, that a fauour ſo aboue my daſtard thoughts, 
ſhould thus amaze me; your offer I moſt truly eſteeme of, 
and muſt, by being your Spouſe, recciue with you my ſole 
—_— : & lo, ioyning hands they ————_ remaining 
ike linked in the vnion of their affeions , whoſe cffets 
were that very night accompliſhed, to the no ſmal content 
of Don ohn,that onely at parting delired Fabizto conceale 
and content her ſelf with his promiſe,rill ſuch time as their 
marriage might be effeRed without diſtaſte to his friends 
and kindred : to which ſhe cafily condeſcended, as willing 
in all things to ſatisfic him like an obedient wife. Vith this 
waric ſecreciethe Louers held on in their priuate mectings, 
till ſuch time as Fabis grew to be with child , and her Gal» 
lant (without all fearc of heauen) toa treaty of marriage 
with a dainty Dame and neere Kinſwoman of his, which in 
ſhort time without Fab#a's notice was effeed. But whar 
hand may rule my weary Pen, if 1 (ſhould goe about to fer 
downe the mocked Fabis's griefe > What tongue would 
without faltring expreſſc her ſoules immenſe ſorrow , as 
ſoone as ſhe heard the bitter newes of his faiths breach,that 
was her onely Owner? 'Twere to take freſh breath, to be- 
gin.anc Tragedy : may her teares and lighes then reſi » 
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th: R:aders conſideration; which, as abundant and conti- 
nu.ll, ſo, hard they to be concealed from her parents; 
to whom, as her womanilh feare would permit her,ſhe dif. 
couered the ſtate ſhee was in, of being two monerhs preg- 
nant; they accompanying in her mournfull diſcomfore, 
ſought rather wiſcly to marry her, then by impoſſible pleas 
moxe to defame her : And ore without many delaies 
married her to a perſon of their ranke , but one that had 
good meanes: with whom (her detcQ one way , and ex- 
ceſle another, vn-notcd) ſhee paſſed for a maid; and ſome 
cight m— after, was ns ns ING of a lu« 
ſtic Boy; quickly with the ts company, 
ſhe betas our of warns” the abborred - tort 
the true periur'd Father. 

Some ten yeeres vvere expired after the childs birth, in 
all which time, iuſt Heauen blefled not the vngratefull Dow 
John with any iſſue, ts hisno ſmall gricfe : for that one of 
his brothers, whom he deadly hated, was neceflarily to ſuc- 
eced himin the Eſtate. And now quite deſperate of any 
fruire by his wife, he propoſed to himſclfe the Boy hee had 
by Febis for his heire : and hereupon not contentto haue 
moſt trecherouſly wronged her, but truſting to wealth and 
friends, inſenſible ofthe poore Fabi«'s diſgrace, hee ſought 
by Law torecouer hisſonne; and to this papel petitioned 
to an ordinary Iudge; who, for admirting ſo ſcandalous a 
demand, deſerued an extraordinary puniſhment. And fo, 
his ſeruants bringing in witneſle of the cloſe meerings that 
were betweenethem, as alfo of the iuſt compuration and 
time of her deliueric, by ſentence of Law the Tudge diſpol- 
ſeſt him thatloued the Boy as his owne, and adiudged him 
to be reſtored to the periur'd; falſe, yertrue Farher. With 
the affront done him, Fabis's poore husband fell into a del- 
perate ſickneſſe, and ſoone after died : fo ſhe,poore ſoule, 
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remained withour honour, fonne or husband,fuch are the 
cruell effects of an vnrelenting proceeding. 

The wicked Sire was now moſt tocund in his new 
fonne , called. likewiſe Don Jobs , and cauſing him ro bee 
moſt renderly cockered and brought vp : bur the Boyes 
owne good inclination to all verruous qualities, made him 
in feyy yeeres grow to that towardlinetle, that hee was ge- 
nerally beloucd, and ſo highly commended , thateuen in 
his owne father it begatennic. For the ſtep-Dame there 
needes _ bee faid, fince their hatred and malice is 
—_— inheritance : yerthe prudent Den lobw as dil- 

y boare his mother-in-lawes 1ll-will, as from ſo ten- 
der yceres might bee expected; neither did hec in all the 
plenty and fortune of his new Eſtate, ſhew the leaſt for- 
nefle of his old habiration, where euery day once at 
his owne (poore Mother was by him ſeenc and ſer- 
ued; but his father and ſtep-mother ſo much ſtomacked 
this, that they wholly repented them of claiming him, 
and nexr, making little orno reckening of him; withdrew 
all manner of allowance either to ſuſtaine, or clothe him : + 
whereupon the young Gentleman was forced to ſue them 
(according to _ cuſtome) for meanes ; which, by 
ſentence were allotred him, to the value of ſeuen hundred 
Crownes to bee annually payed him. Bur, the vertuous 
youth conſidering his mothers wants needed more relicfe 
then his owne, was content ropart with his annuity to 
her; which done, he went with a kinſman of his fathers, 
thar dearely loucd him,to the City of Lisborwe,where that 
Parry was prouided of a place of good credit in the Kings 
Gallies.. Ther@Dom Jobn in his kinſmans company liued 
happily _ till, vnderſtanding by Letters from his 
mother,how hardly his cruell father proceeded inthe pai. 
ment of her monies, his dury haſtening himghee returned 

ther, 
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thicher. Well knew he that begat him, the cauſe of his ſo 
ſuddaine arriuall, neither did his wife ignore it ; who, like 
acurſt ſtep-Dame, defired nothing more then the poore 
oung mans ruine, which was ſoone after effected : for 
her duelliſh intent finding ſufficient admittance ro her 
husbands diſ-affetion, was made knowne , and finding in 
himno leſle deſire of his ſonnes riddance, they both reſol- 
ued, and the future Filicide, parted with this bloody pur. 
poſc towardrthe great City of Seas, where he might with- 
out any difficulry,finde choice of murderers to diſpatch 
his onely ſonne. And ſo hauing by chance lighted on the 
foure fore-mentioned Rogues, agreeing with them to kill 
him for two hundred Crownes; of which, fiftic were to 
be payed incarneſ} : they returned backe togerher,and en- 
rred that night Terfefia, where the diuclliſh father , infor- 
med of the {onnes being in his mothers houſe, inſtructed 
them for the manner of his diſpatch; and fo, leading them 
on to the vnfitting ſacrifice and houſe, thus ſayd, That be- 
fore is the doore, there's no more to bee done, but one of 
you knocke, aske for Dow Iobn, and as hee comes out, the 
reſt may ſo deale with him, that he may ſaue himſelfe are. 
uenge, and giue mee fatisfation. There wanted not, by 
Heaucns providence, ſome one to ouer-heare theſe laſt 
words, and witnefle againſt this accurſed Ludgs, that pro- 
nounced fo ſharpe a decree vpon his owne blood : and 
this was a poore old woman, who, not dreaming of any 
ſuch accident, ſtood as then at a cloſe Lattice-window, 
from whence ſhe mightalſo view, how , that hauing (as 
they were inſtructed ) asked for the innocent Youth, iuſt 
as he came out of his mothers houſe , they gaue him his 
deaths wound. Bur he died not very ſoone after, which 
bred no ſmal diſtemper in his trecherous father, as fearing, 
his wound was not mortall enough, or belike, his mu ure 
done, 
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done, he repented lim of the fatzbur from hence he tooke 
eccafion to pay with ſome twenty Crownes oucr-plus, the 
inhumane murderers;telling them, he agreed for his ſonacs 
death, which they had not cffeed, but onely giuen him 
ſome flight hurts, for which they had already recciued ſuf- 
ficient recompence. There wanted no replies from the im- 
patient men , who now repeuted them they had not firſt 
flaine him by the way. Bur ſeeing how much it concerned 
them all ro be fecrer, curſing his baſe proceeding, the nexr 
day they left Tartefia. The wofull Fabis cucn difirated 
with her ſonnes danger, informed by the faid old woman, 
of the truth of OS more then halte fuſpeQed, 
accompanied wi er neighbours , (a raging mo- 
ther) ſhe ranne and caſt her (che arthe Dammenretong (a 
noble and vpright Gentleman) calling our for vengeance, 
requiring with her doloreus clamonrs, Iuſtice ; and with 
her reares and wringing,prouoking Heauen it ſelfe topirty.. 
weat 


Scarce had the cruel! father notice of her ſorrow, the 

ples curſes,and his ſonnes danger,when, all in a cold 
| and frighting feare , the offence gnawing his conſcience, 
| without more adoo he withdrew himſcltero a Monaftery, 
whereby without further preofes, himſelfe declared him- 
; felfe to be the guilty ator. And therefore the ſeuere Go- 
b uernour cauſed him to be taken forcibly out, and confulted 
| earneſtly with rhe Indge his Aſſiſtant, for the manner of his. 
/ iſhment. Abourthis time Dow John ended his vahappy 

fe Now the father being wondrous rich, and powertully 
S allyed, was able to ſtop and coole a little the Gouernours 
ſt feruent procceding. For by Order from the Inquiſition, 
15 {by reaſon of the ceſſation from divine Seruice,till the San- 
h Qtuary man were brought backe againe to the Monaſtery) 
25 it was commanded he ſhould be reſtored, 


ou In the teginning ofthis buſineſſe,be chought fic for ſome 
Ie, : reſpeRs, 
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reſpes , toconcealc a certaine quantitic of Monics and 
lewels he had to the value of thirty thouſand Crownes, 
which he committed (as to ſafe cuſtodie) to his Brothers : 
but the preſent trouble having conſumed moft of his 
meanes, made him rely now vpon the reſt of that wealth, 
and to this purpoſe demanded his owne of his Brothers: 
by whom (as Heauen iuſtly ordained) he was notonely for- 
faken, bur laughed to ſcorne for ſo ridiculous a demaund, 
they vtterly denying to haue recciued fo much as adenier 
from him which, ig the wearic worne Gentleman, bred 
ſuch a ſudden paſſion of choller and diſdaine, that his virall 
ſpirits ſtifled with the venime of his rage, made him fall flat 
dead before the SpeRators z aſtoni(h't with the fearcfull 
accident, which is cucr incident to thoſe that giue fo bad 
an account of their lives. And with his death Lthinke it fir, 
clozing vp this bloody Story, to returne towards the end 
of our preſent Narration. 

I told you, how vpon the Racke the Souldiers confeſſed 
Lauro's death, which computed with the time, place , and 
occaſion,was true, and Gerardo falſely accuſed : ſothat,the 
buſincſſc thorowly ſifted by the Cour: of Iuſtice, to the fin 
gular content of his brother and friends, Gerardo was to be 
treed. His cnemics no leſſe rooke on,who on one fide were 
aſhamed of their blind proceeding; yet on the other, ſenſi- 
ble that the honour of a daughter and Neece, was now left 
tothe wide worlds arbitrement , they reſolued, that Dow 
Antonio, contrary to his former purpoſe , ſhould demaund 
Iuftice for the wrong done to his houſe , and that the for- 
gotren Nsſe ſhould require performance of marriage, 
which, indeed Gerardo neuer ſo much as promiſed, though 
ſhe affirmed, that vpon ſuch ſecuritic, ſhe had deliuered vp 
her perſon vnto him. Leonce was much troubled with this 
In Scan who, Enemy en.0e 
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a thouſand deaths, rather then admit of N:ſe's loath'd em- 
braces, reſolued with himſclfe to remaine a perperuall pri- 
ſoner, before he vvould bechained , and indiſfolubly tryed 
to the irkeſome captiuiry of an vnconſtant vyomanz; and his 
ynmooued purpoſe knowne to her father and friends, hce 
was by them ſtrangely perſecuted , though in all his trou- 
bles, his valour no one ot declined from his firk ſettled re- 
folution, 

But'tis now high time to giue ſome reſt tothe continuall 
labour of my pen and ſpirits, till other ſucceſſes in Gerardo, 
fora ſecond Part of this Worke , may giue a lofty ſubic& 
to my quill, and new matter tothe word , for example and 
infirution from Gerards's misfortunes, 'Mongſt which, 
thoſe of his friends Fernando and Don Jayme, ſhall be of no 
little variety to the Reader, nor of leſſe admiration , the re- 

couerie of one of the moſt efſentiall Aors in this great 
Tragedy, whoſe fad Obfequics (though erro- 
neouſly) Gerards in the end of this 
firſt Parts ſecond Diſcourſe, 
bedewed with mourn« 
full ceares.. 


The end of the firſ$ Pars. 
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The faſt Diſcourſe_. 


As a pore Barke diftref by waues and wind: 
wicw this growes rat. the Seas goe high, 
No eaſe, nor ſafety, (radely teſt) can finde 

( By ne ſhe mere 6 cunningh) 


A 


But needs muſt ſuffer in « double kinds 

By Azre, if ſhe the helpe of ſayles 

By rakeng Seas, if vp theſe belpes (he binds : 

$o (an vabeedy Vefſell) doe 1 line © 
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Reſtleſſe, neere ſhipwracke, (ince, ] ne're was well, 
Tull 1 (a-freſþ)hadlawnch't intothe Mame , 
where what ſoe're refiftanee my Barke giue, 

Frons the white frotb 1 wount , #bew fall og 144 ; 
Then 1 iſe thin table downe a low 45 Hell, 


RO the Viols found, and his owne har- 
| monious Voice, the Spaniſh Gerards 
I diverted the memory of his paſt mis- 
fortunes,and the affliQtion of his pre- 
ſcat impriſonment. Andatthis pre- 
fit feor, the Sunnencwly peeping into 
| == thoſe cloſc dungeons, a man long 

toſſed as it were inthe Gulfe of his libertie, by each vnſor- 
runate waue, was now atlength caſt vpon the priſon of 7li- 
beris, The eccho of bis clinking ſhackles { the fiſt eppe 
eucr into that miſerable Manſion) dtew Gerardo to a wins 
dow; fromrwhence beholding the new-come Gheſt , and 
well pleaſed with his manly preſence ( which is ſtill a ſtran- 
gers beſt Letter of re-commendation) hee curſt in his 
mind the Tyrannous Officers that brought him within the 
Gates. From thence he was led farther on, toa little Vic- 
ker, where the Hammer firiking there , fignified by that 
'range cuſtome, that their Priſoner was apprehended for 
reſiſting the Conftable.I (hall norneede to pher this 
kinde of dumbe Language frequent in Priſons, ſince being 
ſo, no man may wonder atthe ſame. Many who now went 
by the names of old ſoakers were now gotten round about 
the new Priſoner, from whom Gerardo had no ſmaladoo to 
get him out of their fingers ; yetat length ehey gave vvay, 
and reſpe&ed him as their Ancient : who tooke the party 
by the hand, and led him afide with him to certaineſpaci- 
ous cntries, where, perceiving he was quite diſ-heartened, 
Encou- 
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encouraging him the beſt hee could , hee vied this Phraſe 
vnto him: 

All theſe fellowes you ſce here,abour, and in yonder lit- 
tle Courrt,not farrefrom vs, lye in Priſon for farre greater 
offences then yours , and yer make no difficulty of faueur 
fromthe ludges ; Be of good cheere then,and aſſured, that 
if the marter of your impriſonment be of no greater impor- 
tance then areſiſtance, your deliuery may be ſpecdier then 

ou areaware of, Somewhat leſle affiiftcd,though ſtill pen» 
iur, the ſorrowfull young man interrupted Gerardo,ſay- 
ing , If that were onely the occafion which hath brought 
mee now to your acquaintance, I acknowledge(and thank- 
fully) I ſhould haue moſt happy in ſuch company , 
(happen what might.) But woe is me, Noble Sir,that now 
loſe my liberty, when I moſt need it : would Heaucn had 
rleaſhd,chat my baſe enemies weapons had firft ended my 
abhorred life. More had he ſaid, and more amazed Gerar- 

ds, had he not beene preuented then, by one that clapping 

him with his hand vpon theſhoulder, as if they had beene 
old acquaintance, ſaid, Vhat, are you here Sir? aftoniſh- 
* Ing the poore Priſoner with this kinde of demaund : vvho 
with ſome admiration, yet anſwered him in his own train, 

You may be ſureI am here, if you ſee me; though the que- 

ſlion had begn more proper, if I had voluntarily come hi- 

ther. To this, vvichour more pawſe,the party added,l know 
indeed you are heere for a reſiſtance, and therefore mighe 
haue ſaved a labour of asking : but if that bee all, Laugh ar 
It it, Peace, Giue me money and 1'le free you inſtantly: The 
0 mo is my Fricnd, and theIudge my Goſſip, wee arc all 
b , 
n No ſooner had hee ended, when another Youth of his 
the owneranke and profeſſion cut him off from further ſpea- 
d, king; vvho without any n_—_—_ the by-ftanders, looking 
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ſcurvily vpon the th'other,and plucking bim by the Cloake, 

roceeded ; 'Twere fitter, Goodman you --- : you vvould 

talone my Priſoners, and meddle vvith your owne, fince 

ou know (according to our agreement) this Gu'lant be- 
hes to me, I marry (quoth his oppoſite) if it were mat- 
cer of accident, bur the caſc is altred here , for this Gentle» 
man is an eſpeciall friend of mine, and no man ought to 
hauc intereſt in him but my felfe. So they grew (to the Pri- 
ſoners no ſmall admiration ) ro ſome words, and from 
thence to blowes, biting and banging each other in ſuch 
pitifu!l ſort, that in atrice, there was neither Hat, Cloake, 
nor Ruffe, that (partly trod vnderfoote , or wholly rent to 
fitters) ated not a partin the Tragi-Comeay. 

Thenoiſe, Peace-makers, and skirwiſh, as pleafant as 
well performed, might have ouer-madded a modeſt man, 
and burſt him with as outragious a laughter as it drew from 
Gerardo; vvhich vvould bave beene farre greater , had not 
bis long being vicd to theſe kinde of bickerings,depriued 
him of the novelty, Hee had ſcenea hundreth of them,and 
" now thought beft to cetire vvith the innocent party, which 
they did into bis Chamber: leaving the others and their 
awne vveatineſle to be their beſt Ympires ; yet there vvere 
ſome Priſoners vvho tooke no little paines to part them 
(cach threatning with acriminall teien his Contrary) 
and fo after the thort ſpurt of paſſe-time they departed. I 
ſhall onely (rouching theſe fellowes ) giue the Reader a 
bricfe /zem,as firſt ; Thatthcir ſtile is no other then , Priſon 
Droanes, their praQtiſe mecrely to cheate, in which they arc 
ſo cunning, thatno ſooner is a poore Priſoner eutred , but 
they haue his name, his Bicth, Offence, Notary,ludge,and 
what not ? VWhereupon, with this firange phraſe of , Are 
ue here > Langhat it, Giue me money, Ile free you : by little 
and little they lucke the pooxe Nouices dry with ſuch | 

cct 
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fight, they ſee them no more, till (happely) cheir triends or 
kindred, efteRing their liberties, they then draw neere,and 
tell them that by their care and diligence they haue beene 
freed; but, ifthey chance to lye longer , they ſtraight al- 
that the Notary was not well pleaſed , or the Iudge 
ill informed, ſtill, by one means or other,wringing inice our 
of very Rocks, and fo , eſcape and laugh at the wretches 
they haue thus betray'd. They deſerue not fo much as the 
names of kifuboa be meerely the former title; and may 
this ſuffice, ro fee rhe extremitie ro which poore Priſoners 
wayes arc ſubic&. x 
The defire Gerardo had to cheere vp his new Gheſt, made 
him prevent dinner time, -by prouiding it the ſooner 3 to 
which (together with partof his lodging) having inuned 
him, & he with more acknowledgement of gratitude then 
preſumption, accepted the courteous offer, they ſatisfied 
their hungry neceſlitic : and afterward Gerardo, hauing as 


vellby intrcaties , as gifts, prevailed with the Iaylor, that 


they might remaine together , divided with him his 
owne Bed, and affoorded him all his beſt comfort, In this 
manner they remained ſome dayes, in one of vvhich, as 
their privacy gaue fitteſt occaſion,Gerardodefiring to know 
the cauſe of his Camerad's impriſonment, carnelily intrea- 
ted him ro communicarte it to him, furthering his wiſh, by 
giuing the other, firft a Summary Relation of his owne 
miſhaps, and for vpſhor of all , making knowne his name 
andquality vnto him : bur without theſe reſpeQs, his owne 
merit had wonne ſo much from the Priſoners affeaion,that 
leſle enereaties might haue ſufficed to grant o friendly a 
requeſt; and therfore without more adoo gladly condiſcen- 
ding to his friends will,a gentle ſigh only (the Auant-cour- 
rier to his truth) hic began : 
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' [is now iuſt fixe moneths ſince Liettthe Citic of Cordy» * 
ba , my native foyle, where, by the name of Leandro, I am 
knowne, as by a reaſonable good Eftate the Inheritance 
my Father there tefr mee : the torfaking my Countrey was 
cauſcd thus : The Young fry and Gallants of our Citics 
quarrer where I liued, did viually after Mafle reſort 
ro certaine Portals and Scates in our Pariſh, to diſcourſe , 
in which wee moſt commonly limited the power and aQti- 
ons of the Great Tarke, the Forces of the Hangarian, vvith 
the ſeucrall ſtates of 1#a/y and Low. Countries : nothing vvas 
amiſſe, wherein we might cenſure and gouerne the whole 
World according to our fancies. But one time amongſh 0- 
thers,a different ued Trumpe, and ( obuious e- 
noughto our youthfull conditions) the conuerfſation grew 
hor,about the chicfeſt beautics of our Spaniſh Dames,each 
vſurping to himfelfe rhe priority of place , which might 
moſt ſuite ro his 0wne aduantage. Some faid, the Granad:- 
mans were extraordinarie faire, but theſe were by others 
contradited , who to the To/edavians gaue the Superla» 
riue,as well for beauty and feature, as ſharpneſſe of wit and 
diſcrerion; others there wanted nor, that, to make good a 
partic, would preferre the carelefſe quicke forightfalneſſ 
of our Court Dames before all. This was the more gene- 
rall opinion, and yet another not much infcriour, of the Se- 
wilians, whoſe naturall and ſweet browne complexions, ſer 
out by their curious neatneſie, made no ſinall adoe for ab- 
ſolute deciding ofthe Controverfie ; which was ended by 
one, that in all our opinions, was thought to haue the beſt 
Iudgement, moſt modeſty, and ſtayed aduiſednefſe in his 
conuerſation, who offering to ſpeake , forced vs all to {i 
lence, with the following Diſcourſe. 

What neede you weary your fſclues with vaine contra- 
ditions, or mee , who know , that all the Pe and 
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beanty in the world lives within ewelue - Leagues of this 
place not in any greatCitie, but in a ſmall Village of Andz- 
laz14, called Oſanz. Thereliues the rareſi Creature this day 
in Spazze, in which happy ficuation(not ſo much as knowne 
to the rowne-dwellers , her warineſle with her Husbands 
icalouſie, cquall co her beauty ) this miracle is incloſed. He 
that will ſatisfic his ewne minde;let himfec her,and then he 
- ſhall ive withall, how ſhort my tongue comes of her 
praiſe, and then my truth ſhall preuaile,to bring him.out of 
antes, bedhee cocherandad Pr 
r, had hee not in ſo a Predica- 
ment — ſhould / Jonbleſſ. Fall haue contra- 
dicted, and laughed at his exorbitancy : butthe-credit hee 
had gotten, and his ſcldome growing to ſuch height of cx- 
ion, ſufficiently vnder-propped his reputation. 
Vikoralore ome, bending their browes, others, re-queſli- 
oning him rouching the care Piece, wee made it parting» 
time, cutting the thred.of FW none v9 YI .My 
h— | IT ons 
me part of that wvnexpect- 
edly __ me waking, my memory ſuggeſted to methe 
aforeſaid clic (a deſire Realiogly diving into my 
heart to ſee that woman ;) and = 97" OO 
though I purpoſely diverted. zyer,as oftenas I went 
rom. pore = of the marter, and my 
friends endeerement ſet __ mee. Butnot —_—_y _ 
thus vanquiſhed(though all wauering & jue)I 
0 rooke the ſailes of Sin enbridled courſe: 
ichreſiſtance yer ſpurred mee ſo much the faſter, fo that 
in fine now wholly impatient, and fully reſolued and bent 
vpon the mad enterprize, I firſtfertled my houſe, and being 
thorowly informed of this Dame & her-parts,purting two 
houland Crownes A betooke my (clte 
4 ro 
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«to a lone iourney : for though 1 had ſcruants at command, 
the ſecrecie with which I diſpoſed my affaircs , would not 
admit of avy. dud 

That night I arriued ar-the place, and having taken a 
Chamber,aſter I had a while retied, 1 called the Oaſt of the 
houſe ro mee, and warily cndeuoured to know from him, 
who, in all che Towne,was of greateſt Authorite, beſt Life, 
and moſt Repuration ; which ( firſt reckoning vp divers 
perſons) at laſt he refolued ro beſtow vpon the Vicar , and 
all the Actributes chat might be propoſcd; inſomuch, that 
the cleQion falling out par for my purpolc, and the tedious 
night ouer-palt, raking aſeaſonable time, I departed from 
my lodging to the aforeſaid parties houle, where I found 
Maſter Vicar in his blacke Damaske Gown, with an Indian 
Cane, that ſcrued him for a Walking-ſtaffe, paſſing to and 
fro in the Court before his doore. As hee ſaw mee come 
neere, he began to make a Stand, and I, not once askin 
whether he were the partic I fought ( in reſpeR of the Rela- 
tion and (ignes giuen) courteoutly ſaluted him, and draw- 
ing a Lettcr out of my Pocket, framed for the purpoſe, with 
the outſide all collied, delivered it to him, the ſuperſcripti- 
ondireQed to himſclfc , be defired me to bee couered, and 
withall demanded from whence the Letter was. I told him 
from Nous Hiſpanis: ſo, he, without more adoc opencdit, 
that,] might hcare him reade theſe Contents : 


Sence my arriuall from Seuill to theſe parts , T haue written 
diners Letters wnto you, but a5 yet receiued no anſwere of any; 
and although ſo great forgetſulneſSe might cauſe a want inmy 
aut correſpondence, yet the defire I hawe fill to ſerue you, muit 
more prexatle with me : and therefore with the preſent occaſi- 
#noffered, 1 am willing to crawe 4 contennance of the fawonrs 


Which 1 haue bereteſore received from you, and doe recommend 


wy 
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wy ſonne Leandro the bearer to you, with requeſt, that hee may 
be admnted in that Vniacr fitie , tiff ſach time as 1 [ball erriue at 
home, which ſhall be (God willing) with the next Fleet : This ſole 
kindneſſe (ball ſapph the want and your ſlackneſie in nut anſwee 
ring my Letters : and ſo God keepe you, 


Yours, Di:zco Tavinta 


In readingaheſe (ſhort Lines, he could not but (with the 
doubtfull admiration of what he beheld)ſhew ſome change 
of countenance and behaviour; ſometimes writhing his 
mouth, then vvrinkling his forehead , now-purting his fin- 
ger to his noſe, ſtraight clapping himlſelte vpon the pare, 

and ſcratching his noddle gill finally (brinking vp his ſhouk- 
| ders,an1 goggling his eycs,he concluded, ſaying, Doubr- 
| lefſe, Sigmor, youare miſtaken ; for though this Letter bee 
directed in the fuperſcription tome, and that there bee no 
other of my name inthe rowne, I muſt freely confeſſe, that 
Incither haue now,nor cuer bad ,any correſpondence from 
thoſe remote parts, much lefle any the leaſt acquaintance 
with-your father : bur ſetting this aſide, if in any thing I 
may ſtead you, I ſhall be moſt willing to doe it , out of the 
de{ire I haue to performe all good offices to firangers, 

Withthis, my honeſt Prieſt was filent , and I filling now 

into my Stratageme, made anſwer : Troth, Signior, 'tis 
Þ firange, my father ſhould bec ſo miſtaken, 1 was in good 

hope you had beene the p_ The truth is, my father for 
ew ſome particular motiues, pleaſed to ſend mee before his. 
”; ownedeparture for Spaize, and(knowing,as he ſaid,of your 
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_ abode in this Village) with orderto be wholly direQed b 
* ou, delivered me two thouſand Crownes in Gold, which 
6/6 haue here : nowthough your ſelfe bee notthe party to 


urs whom I was recommended, the fatisfaQion I haue of your 
nd woorth, doth oblige me to requeſt you , to take the money 
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into your cultodic,onely deliucring meat times what[ ſhall 
ſand in need of for my occaſions : for out of the defirel 
haue to obey my father,l am reſolued howſocuer,toexpett 
him inthis place. Scarce had I made an end of theſe laſt 
words, vvhen my Vicar falling into a ſuddennefle of admi- 
ring clamour, and giuing himſclte a good thumpe on the 
breſt, ſaid to me, I cry thee mercie, good Youth, and pray 
rhee pardon my fo Ince; fornow (with the reflexion 
of my memoery)1 fall into thy fathers remembrance: He? 
why, - vvas one of the onely moſt intiwate —_— I had, 

and ſole companion in my Ss. Te me,Lad, 
is he not very old now? - 57 oo ga ms, 
thersarethere of you 2 Honeſt, honeſt Taxiri«! who would 
haue Gatrenent thineſo calland wel growne? 
Truly, Leandro, | ſclfe * , in that 


Heauen was ro giue thee ſo ther; as, to 
me, the beſt friend rhat cucr I had. VV "till bee come, 
here you ſhall be, and haue ſuch and reſpeR as be- 


firs our friendſhip : let me otherwiſe know, vvhar manner of 
admiſſion is defired inthe Lerter, that accordingly, his will 
and your conuenience may be efteted. Obferuc here, no- 
ble Gerardo, what doubrs and difficulties this golden baite 
in an inſtant remooued from the old Vicar. Well did1 
gheſle beforc-hand what my intern would come to, and 
therfore the nouckie, which to another right have ſeemed 
ir bred no admiration at all inme. I went on with 
my plochen, and courteouſly thankfull ro his kind offer, 
firſt a Bill ofhis band for the receipt, 

ro _— —_— is couctouſnefle) the two thouſand 
Crownes; and reſerving © ſuch aquantitic asI t he 
Say him alſo, that beene wad ry 
yp in the Ciuill and'Cenoa Lawes, I deſired much to 
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that Towne, ill ſuch time as my father ſhould arrme, My 
purpoſe much plealed him, and with his approbation, I 
wentts hearken after ſome one vvhom I might befft like, 
and with himco make my agreement. You mvft ſuppoſe, 
Signior, this Machine wanted not foundation,and no lefle 
then fully futing co my purpoſe : for the Dames husband 
that brought me ro Oſawa, (though none of the beſt or rich- 
eſt)vvas one of rhe-Lawyersthat lived there,newly maricd, 
and having a faire vvife, extremely vvarie and iclous of her 
honeſhie; fo that quickly you ſhall pereciue,the planting my 
felfe by-any kind of meanes there, vvas nor the leaſt impor- 
rant ſteppe to my enterprize, vvhich vvas well furthered, by 
ſome little learning I had of both Lawes, vvhich to my pa- 
rents their i retoycing, in my younger daies I fiudicd; 
who purpoledto haue direed my life to ſuch Courſes, as 
by their death and my new inheritance prooued fruſtrate, 
Atlength ſinformed thorowly of my Lawyers houſe) thi- 
ther vvent Lywhere I found him bufily turning ouer Bartolws 
and Baldxs, drawing and framing certaine Petitions : I fa- 
lated him: he vvilled me to fie downe, taking me (it ſhould 
ſeeme) for ſome Client that needed his aduice : fo hee de- 
manded vvhat my bufineſſe vvas; tro vvhich, I, vith a well- 
premeditated diſcourſe, made him this anſwer : Signior, I 
was borne (ſo _ you) in Nous Hiſpenia,though my pa- 
rents were of theſe parts, and this Andalvzia, by vvhom 1 
am particularly ſent to this Vniuerfirie,till ſuch time as they 
ſhall land in Fpa#ne, toexerciſe my ſelfe in the Studie of the 
Lawes, vvhich courſe I began not longago in thecitic of 
Mexico, And that this their defire might obtaine ſome 
reaſonable effe&, oy thought fit ro remit it,and me with- 
all,co Maſter Vicar of this Place,vvith vvhom they profeſle 
ſoftrita league of auncient friendſhip, thatT may indeed 
berter giue irthe title of alliance. Hee knowing their plea- 
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lure, and my purpoſe, hath made particular cleRion of 
your {elfe, yourvertue, learning, and houſe for the accom- 
pliſhment; ſo great is his ſatisfaQion of you , neither vvere 
not I (asI ſay) limited to his opinion in this point , ſhould 
I for my part ſecke any further for my owne benefit. ( This 
preſuppoſed) I ſhall eſteeme my ſelfe moſt happie,to be not 
onely inſtruted , but much profited alſo by you, And if 
there be no preciſe cauſe to hinder it, I beſeech you, let me 
be adninedinls your Company , till ſuch time as my fa- 
ther arriue; in which,I vvillnot onely endeuour to vndergo 
_ part of the burden of your continuall buſineſle, but 
vvill alſo ou as a ſeruant, vvithout any recompence 
more mn good inſtruftion ; rather, Ao ſhall baue 
monethly of me thirtic Crownes, to further your paines in 
the performance : for vvhich, I will give ſuch ſarisfaQtion 
and (ccuritie as you ſhall pleaſe to demand. All this I hud- 
dled vp as ſpeedily as I could deliver,vnto him; not willing 
to giue him the leaſt time of pauſe to confider of it , for 
feare of the worſt, To which ( after ſome little ſuſpence, 
turning his eyes to me, and doubrleſſe the profit confide- 
red which came in fo cafily to him) hee thus anſwered : 
Though (forewarned by many vnluckic accidents) I have a 
long time made choice rather of living alone, (though dif- 
commodiouſlly) then ill-accompanied,; yet your honeſt pres 
ſence, and mine owne wiſh, that Maſter Vicar ſhould 
prooue no liar in my commendation, doe leucll all difficul- 
tics with me: and therefore you may preſently ſettle your 
{elfe in my houſe, giving firſt ſecuritie (as is fitting) for the 
romile and offer you haue made. You ſhall haue (quoth 
F the beſt you can deſire; and ſo without more words (vc* 
ric iocund) hee tooke his Cloke, and (heauen knowes if 
fearetull roloſe the good bargaine) band in hand wee went 
to the Vicars houlez who ſpying me, came out to welcome 
VS, 
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vs, ſaying, To know your fureeleRion, 'tis ſufficient, that I 
behold the perſon vvho accompanies you , on vvhom you 
may ſafely rely for your beſt aduancement, vvhich cxcee- 
dingly glads me, on your father my beſt friend his behalfc. 
To this vve both returned our thankes, onely my Lawyer 
propoſed the ſecurity for my perſon , vvhich was yer wan- 
ting. To which,the good Prieſt replied what I could with, 
extolling my fathers abilitie, and my meanes; ſo much, as 
if we had becne all daies of our lives familiarly acquainted; 
and clozed vp his ſpeech with this : That he would truſt me 
with all bis wealth, and itneed were, inſtantly depofite a 
thouſand or two of Crownes for me. 

Much lefſe would haue ſecured the hungry Lawyer, who 
thinking he had now diſcouered the riches of Pers (the ioy- 
fulleſt man aliue) taking our leaves, he brought mee home 
to his houſe with him; and there hee cauſed to bee chalked 
out, as it were, for me, a certain miſerable Cabbin on top 
ofthe Staire-cale going towards his owne Chamber , and 
cauſingas wretched a Bed to bee broughtin, I placed it ro 
mine owne beſt liking , contented with any thing, in hope 
ofeffeting wy deſire. I cannot deſcribe to you, how ioy- 
fulla man now I was. _— that the greateſt part of my 
journey was paſt : for certainly it may well be thought, that 
had not hope of gaine vanquiſhed mine Oaſt , it were im-- 
poſſible for mee to haue gotten ſo much as ouer his. 
threſhold, 

And now fer my diet, faring as I would haue done ar 
mine owne home, I endeuoured all I could, to make much 
uh of my Lawyer, not cating a birte,of which he had not (in a 
manner) the one balfe : our meat was dreſſed by a wench 
if of ſome doozen yceres of age, the onely creature his ielou- 
fie would allow him for aſeruant. For other things, in my 


wr 2pparell, as in my bchautour, I was meanc and ſimple, and. 
VS, alwaics 
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alwaics moſt of all vvaric 1n my lookes or queſtions : with 
theſc, 1 by little and little gained vpon my Maſters affe. 
Qion and auſtere condition, and fo lived many daics moſt 
confermably with him. In all the time, I was fo farre from 
feeing her that had thus transformed me , that I could not 
ſo much as heare the leaſttreading or motion, to make me 
thinke there was acreature more then the two-mentioned 
inthat enchanted houſe. Oh,how often (full of confuſion) 
doubted I of the credit of my abſent friends relation! how 
often with a ſcalding ſigh my heart refolued to breake that 
filence, by mounting the few Staires , vvhen ſuddenly an a+ 
morous feare of marring the vvhole enterprize,turned mee 
backe againe like a Coward to my Chamber vvhere fra- 
ming complaints againſt her I knew nor, and louing one, 
whom minecies never ſaw , ſometimes I grew into dee 
Melancholy ; otherwhiles benter plcaſed, I Red the 
Sundaies approach, by vvhich time my Miſtris becing ne- 
ceſlarily ro gee to Maſſe,could no longer be concealed? Bur 
the expeQed day, as it came, fo it vaniſhed, leauing me no 
more comfort, then ſight of her; and to remaine ſtill in my 
doubt with greater torment : ſo to frame new fancies and 
C hymers's to my thoughts, Yet thenext Holy-day before 
Sun-riſing, being vratchful,(mine cares ſpurred, as it were, 
and my fences broad waking) I might heare ſome perſons 
ſtalking before my Chamber doore; vvhich oabun 
to me by the ſound and noiſe to bee of Chapins, fo alt 
me, that naked as I was, I leap't out of my. bed , and ope- 
ned the doore, bur fo vnluckily , rhat I could but onely ger 
a {ight of my Miſtris, vvith her backe turned as ſhee went 
(me. Here I was quite eranſported, and had(doubtles) 
aid hold on her Mantle , had not her husband accompa- 
nicd her : what, I could then make at,was,a gallant 
and ſprightly perſonage, whereby ſomewhat more _ 
" "i 
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ned and warned to be more watchfull againſt another op- 
portunitie, 1 began to drefſe mee, (my comfortnow more 
and mare increalmgfrom that happic minunc) | began to 
miſe my ſ{cltc ome good cfteft out of the increaſe of his 
nn tome, which was ftillted and augmemed by my con- 
tinuall preſents : which proauedo happic and ſeaſonable, 
that when (vnexpeReedly) | leaſt dreaw't of any ſuch mat- 
ter, my ſervices obtained their deſired acceptance : for one 
day after dinner he came imo my Chamber, where firting, 
him downe by me, he fell abruptly into chis diſcourſe: My 
Leendro,when good deedes receme not an equall gnerdon, 
(according as the Maſter of the Sentences in our Civill 
Law doth te vs) firit is, that our good will at leaſt cxpreffe 
a thankfulnefſe in words; zo which, Leendro, L am fo much 
an enemie, ( p_— the opinion of our Bartoli ) 
that; had rather by e conſeſſe wherein I ſtand obli- 
and how-much thou haſt ingaged mec. This I had 
made knowne, had not the nice condition,and reti- 
redneſſe of my wife Vielawte beene a barre vnto it; other» 
wiſe, might offer you henceforward my Tablc,that ſo you 
might be caſed of fo much care and expence as you are at : 
butſhe is ſo loth and vnwilling,that any bur my lelfe ſhould 
be ſcene in our private roome, that I hauc not beene able 
once to induce her to accept of thy quiet modeſt compa- 
nic. therefore my qmaier = pwn” 2a agng 
me,hence-forward limit thy exceſſefull prodigalitie to- 


wards vs, ſince what hath bicheres beene receiued,obligeth: 
me whilſt I liue, to a thankefull acknowledgement. Theſe 
formall ſpeeches with all plaineneffe and finceritie my Mi- 
iriſſes husband vſed to mee , ro which I (quite. contrarie, 
much ouer-ioyed) returned others, beſt ſuring to my cau-- 
telous intention; giuing him to vnderſtand , that thoſe 
voore trifle he pleaſed to accepr of, proceeded from my 
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narurall condition, and that hee needed not expreſle the 
leaſt thankes for ſuch ſlender toyes: this , ſent him away 
much more obliged then he came (my hopes beginning 
now to bud ſome good ſucceſle : ) howſoeuer yer I wan- 
ted the ſight and maine markeI aimed at; though, ſome 
ſixedayes aftertheſe Clouds were diſperſed from mine 
eycs: for as I ſtill continued my — , one (as 
lucke would) fell our pat for me, fince being fo acceprable 
and welcome to my Maſter, it made him (ouer-ruling his 
wiues niceneſſe, and diſpenſing with his owne icaloufie ) 
ſend for me to his Table,where they both ſate together ar 
dinner, and this in ſuch haſte, that I had ſcarceleiſure to 
ſertle my countenance, ſo frighted,as ifT were to expe a 
ſentence of death, which made me come euen trembling 
into his preſence. | 
Without Hyperbole may I tell you,mine eyes till that in- 
ſtant neuer beheld ſuch bcauty, neithcr could fancies ſelfe 
frame a more abſolute feature to my deſires. I know not 
how to paint her out, but my tongue muſt fall ſhort, and 
the rare Originall complaine of my defet herein, To 
make Similc's, orrackt Alluſions , of Emeralds, Dia- 
monds,, skeines of Gold,flakes of Snow, Corrall,Criſtall, 
Alabaſter ; theſe ( beſides mcanc and baſeto equall her 
perfctions)might rather make the Author in your Iudge- 
ment poeticall,then truely expreſſe her EDI j Image; 
and therefore you may onely thus farre belceue and cre- 
dit me, thar the leaſt I could diſcerne, was vnder a white 
ſmooth front, crowned with the treſſes of her neat and 
wellgrowne Cheſle-nut haire, two Saphires, two Mor- 
ning-Starres, two Sunnes, two,but why vſcI ſuch ſtrange 
Compariſons ? A paire of Azure, cheerefull, honeſt eyes ; 
in whoſe midſt a wel-proportioned Noſe,ſcrucd as a bore 
der tothe !illy rofiate cheekes,and as a filuer threſhold » 
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ro the ruddy gates, her OI Laylorsto the trea- 
ſure of her thicke-ſcr, white, ſmall teeth. Briefely,the leaſt 
of thoſe parts, whoſe all were then liucly repreſented to 
my imagination, were worthy more then humane loue or 
regard. was ſtrooken Dumbe as a Statue, inſomuch,thar 
(had I been fo happy as to haue deſerued bur a glance of 
her bright eyes)ſhe might haue ſeene how I was troubled, 
and conſequently ſome part of my aff:Rtion: but,they ſtir- 
red not : forinall thertime of my ſtay there, I could nor 
colleR, that ſhe ſo much as once lifted her ſight from her 
Husbands boſome ; who turning to me, thus began : 

. Firſt and foremoſt, Leawdro, you are to rake it for an e- 
ſpeciall fauour, char I fo freely giue you acceſle hither, 
where, ( I may truely profeſle) no liuing man but my ſelfe 
ſince our marriage hath entred : And next, that is, hence- 
forward you muſt cate with me adayes, for [ am reſolued 
not to ler you waſte your money ſo exorbirantly : and 
therefore withour reply,you ſhall do as I would haue you 
in a matter that is ſo ficting and reaſonable: beſides, I ſhall 
bethe more beholding to you, thar,ſo, we may liue toge- 
therlike Father and Sonne: for ſuch is my eſtimation now 
of you, I knew not how to meer him with a fitting reply, 
my powers and fences were ſo confounded : bur fearin 
to incurre his ſuſpition, re-colleting my ſelfe as well as 
could, I thus made anſiwere: Sir, the felfe-ſame reaſon 
you haue to command me for the obeying your will, en. 
torceth me to contradidt it : for, itwereno part of man. 
ners, much lefle thankefulneſſe, inmee 5 if knowing the 

quietneſſe of your difpoſition,&rhe priuacie,with which 
my Miſtris Y#olante delights to liue, I ſhould for my bene. 
fir interruptir:the fauour you would herein doe me,1 ſhall 
eſteeme whulſtT haue life, and therefore humbly beſeech 
you to mention this particular * further , for this I tell 

you, 
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0u,not tO is my vemoſt determinatt6: My pretence 
in bin hi embed backwardnes, to acl os good 
opinion in his ſuſpitious breſt , & with to weare out all 
tracks of diſtruſt,8& fo to. aſſure my ſelfe o_ a fit opor- 
runicy:this it was made me refuſe my kind Lawyers offer, 

Gerardo (o much longed for the end of this ſtrange Sto. 
ry, that Ldare affirme,he was forry Leandreembraced not 
the offer, as thinking ir the beſt way ro make ſhort worke , 
and'though hee were willingto- hauc let himknowne {6 
much, yer tearctull ro interrupt, hee forbore : eſpecially 
hearing the diſcreer Leawdrs thus procced : 

My Maſter wanted no replyes, and ſtiffe intreaties, but 
all were vaine, confidering, that in my modeſt warineſſe, 
all the hopes and good ſucceſfe of my Loue conſiſted : 
and yer from that time forward, L had courage enough to 
continue my ſeeing the faire /7olante, alwayes taking my 
times when both ofthem were together ; tor, indeede , 1 
durſt doe no otherwiſe, neither gane me my Maſter other 
opportunity, and his dainty, too-honeſt Wife lefle , from 
whom, in all rhis rime, I neuer fo much as heard, not only 
the leaſt word procced fro. her,that might open a way for 
any diſcourſe of mine vnto her, bur never beheld her ſo 
much as caſt yp hereyes from worke: whereby you may 
concciue what a confuſed, watchfull life T had, fince thar, 
and my want of conuerſation with any liuing Soule, muſt 
needs keepe me ina reſtleſſe rorment.. 

But the accompliſhment of my deſire was not long de. 
ferred, though ir might well haue coſt mee my life, ſince 
by it I was in hazzard ro haue loſt it: for, as my fortune 
would,one afternoone amongſt others, my Maſter and his 
Wife were paſſing the time at Cheſſe, and 1 onely pre- 
ſent, that (ſomerimes ſetting vp the men, otherwhiles, ſee- 
ing my Miſtris with her faire hands nimbly —_— 

them 
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| them vpand downe)was better diuened. Her Husband be- 
| ing at laſt called to a Client that was come to him, and ne- 
| ceſſarily ro ſpend ſometime in his ſiudy , was forced to 
| leaveche game, ſaying tome very iocundly before his go- 
ing downe, Leandro, thou ſeeft how neere loſing Yrolante 
is; Prethee, looke ſhee ſtirrenot the men, for 1 bad rather 
chen any thing beate her this time. I promiſed 1 would ; 
| whereupon he, as ioyfull as I ouer-ioyed,went his way and 
left vs. But now, deare friend, beganthe timorous panting 
' of my heart,and my tongue to beetyed with the ſudden a- 
mazementof my ſences; and indeed, was not able(though 
I firmely reſolued ic) co forme inmy —_— leaſt Intro- 
duQion to my amorous purpoſe, th portunitie 
iow, co the faire ors pA of this 
confuſion ( though to a different purpoſe ) with a ſmiling 
countenance thus demanded of mee:: Doc you know this 
play, Leandro? for if ( as | thinke) you doe, you may do me 
a good turme with your hel on my word Iſhould be 
much bcholding toyou, if you couldtcach me how to fauc 
the Checke-Mate my Husband thinkes to give me. 

No vvords ceuld here exprefie my hearts ioy, which had 
now an vent made to let out my amoerous reſent- 
ment,and I madeanfwere : I hauc long knownethis 
game, —— ——— — monies loſſe and labour; 

wantof skillmighe make me diſtruſifull, yet ar 
prefenc, I aoFcntes fo cunning atricke — 
_ ou (pleaſing ro make vſe of ir) ſhall not onely faue the 
C hecke. Mate, bur in ſtead of recciuing from my Maſter, 
Cc you ſhall pur it him. /ielewtevvas the moſt rauiſhed 
crearurealve,roheare 
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- Theſclaſi words gauc fireto my boldneſle ; vvherefore 
laying hold vpon her, and no longer deferring my inten, 
with a new faltring I began thus to accoſt her : The ſame 
feare, my dearefi Miſtris, which in ſo ſmall a matter you 
expreſle, enforceth mee {defirousnor to loſe the coniun- 
Qure)that, without expeRing a further occaſion, ] lay bold 
on the preſent : and therefore I beſeech you know , that 
your ſee enely, Deare ſweer, hath becne powerfull to re- 
duce me (bcing one of greater qualitic then you take mee 
forat preſent) to this meancneſle and low Eftate , into 
which I haue put my ſelfc to ſce and ſerue you(the Relation 
a neere friend of mine made of your rare parts,drawing me 
from my Country and home) and ſo without ceaſing, cuen 
ſo that very timetom the inſtant that 1 had firſt notice of 
it in Cordabs, held on my Diſcourſe with ſuch paineful! 
ſighes, as might havemeked fliator Adamant. But vvhat 
thinke you was the anſwere to my tenderneſle? the very re- 
nuing it doth affright me for I no ſooner made an end of 
declaring my paſs1on to her , when the bloud in her faire 
checkes turned to yellow paleneſle, full of ſudden fury , her 
lips vnfolded me this anſwer, It isnot poſlible , falſe hear- 
red Leendro,that thy breſt can nouriſh better bloud, then 
what thy baſe purpoſe hath diſcovered, ſince, wert thou(as 
thou ſayeſt ) nobly borne, thou wouldeſt rather ſeeke to ho» 
nour one that ſo well deſerves it of thee as my Husband ; 
then deprive him of it, by attempting his diſhonour. And 
her choller here boiling vp, ſhee concluded the reſt, vvith 
the Cheſſce-Boord , diſcharging with both hands that and 
her anger to boot on my head. 

The ſudden accident quite bereaued mee of nay vnder- 
fianding, ſothat now I was vttetly loſt, & rhe rather, when 
I might heareber Husband come vp fiaires, and ſee his al- 

42rauon at his entrance,cauſcd with the noiſe , which _ 
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blowe and rattling of the men had made. Fer 

My Maſter looked blanke, _ hee ſaw the faſhion of 
his game marred; and turning ſmilingly to me, willed mee 
= him of his doubr, , 7 

But Yivlamte , who perceived by my troubled counte- 
nance, the poore ſatisfaQion I was then likely to haue gi- 
uen, taking vpon her my part, delivered this harmele 
anſwere: 

Youneed not bee troubled to fee the Games thus turned 
Topſie-turvy, for I haue the worſt of it, Lam ſure and yours 
was ina great deale of likelihood tobe loſt ; ſince , becing 
deſirous to ſtead my ſelfe from Leandro's tkil, he had taught 
me ſo ſubcill and cunning a tricke,as, that I mightnort only 
hauc ſaued the Mate, bur put it vpon youalſo ; though my 

owne and careleſneſſe regether(as I was remoouing ) cn« 
ted our ſtrife, throwing downe the Cheſſe-boord , vnder 
which (atour firſt ſitting downe) a piece of it negletully 
was left; 

Withthis admirableevaſion, icrking as it were at my 
intent and weake confidence, and wi diſſembling no 
po the truth, ſhe ended the confuſion , and her Hus- 

d was well fatisfied, who loving her moſt renderly, and 
that being an occaſion of paſtime , attributing all to icſt 
and borthe himſclfe grew very pleaſant. 

When the hearr, Gerardo, is full of paſsion , ill can the 
earcshearken to reaſon ; my ſoule was all now on a light 
flame, and it had beene impoſsible far any counlell or ad- 
uiceto haue diuerted mee,much lefle could I bee blamed 
for my perſeucrance in loue, ſince I had not any fiiend to 
weane me-from my headlong deſires, ſo that I could nor 
giue them nor my affection ouer. After this hapned , I 
was no ſooner gotten from my Miſtreſles fight tom 
Chamber, and laid downe ay bed to take lome oo c 
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reſt, when, after a terrible pain within me,and a cold ſwear 
all withour, inſtantly a raging fit of a Ca/entare ſeiz' d me, 
which holding on me a good ſpace, bereaued mee of all 
appctite,. and in foure dayes brought me to extreme dan- 
ger,and the fift,being giuen ouer by Phyſicians, L began 
to thinke my fatall houre was at hand : My Maſters griefe 
was farre greater then the caule of my infirmitic deſcrued, 
in all the time of ficknefle he did not once ſture from me,ra- 
ther (neglecting all his affaires,he was only carctull of che. 
riſhing me, andapplying the beſt helpes for my recouery: 
but/both he and the DoQtoss ignorant of my malady) the 
remedics they vicd put me into more danger: forno drugs 
are able to reflore Loue (an ill incurable, that onely wants 
an Anicen,) 

In fine towards night(which preoued to methe ſaddef}, 
gladdeſi that bitherto I enioyed) the Lawycrhauing moſt 
vrgent occafion to be frum home , becauſe hee not 
leaue me allalone, as fearing the ſwift approach of my fit, 
calling his Wifc moſt louingly to him, he intreated her to 
keepe me company till his returne. | 

With much perſwafion, ſhe grew (as I might heare ) at 
laſt contented ; for cuen in occaſions of chariie, = _ 
toſhcw a nice-rigorous diſpolition. Though kn 
were oreibionc it not captived ———_ chey ſil 
free, might now perceiue,how neere they were rotheir cru- 
el] Owner, who at length (Heauen willing to preſerue my 
life)cither pittying ro ſceme broughtto this low weakneſſe, 
and my frollicke youth rurned to a ſad piure of death; or, 
belike acknowledging the pureneſle of my loyall affe ion, 
or for both: {for indeed, no woman loathes to bee loued, 
and few or none there are which at laſt yeeld not ) ſending 
foorth moſt render fighes, and fitting her downe ypon wy 
bed,taking in her faire hands, mine;(he beganne to _ 
is 
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&  thisbalme into my wounded heart: Is it poſhible, difcrecee 
X Leandro, that hee, whofor an vneertaine Relation of my 
1 poore beauty, rooke on himche hardineſſe of hoping to 
- poſſeſie it, ſhould in the firſt onſer faile , and fhew tuch 
N weakeneſle in the firſt reſftftance f Belecue mee, Sir, did nor 
c 
, 
P 


our generous proceeding lowdly publiſh your noble- 

ry this preſent cowardize would make mee much doube 

it. Take courage, L:anars; for, if when firftyou declared 

2» your amorous intent to me,[ ſhould haue becn wonne , or 


y: ſhould my words or countenance have given the leaſt 
Yo to your imagination ; ſhe thatis now affeQed by 
7 ſuch alaciticie and ligh enefle, might have been iufily reie- 
ts ed : for that Fort which with valour and ance 


ſuffers aſſaults by an i b 
irs oe any aka y ment, ghee 


of the debe, for whoſe paiment, I defire no longer for- 
bearance, thenthe ime of your healths recouerie. More 
would my faire Miſtris haue ſaid, burthatſhce was cur off 
by the vnexpeaed returne of her Husband ( an occafion 
CO ne eee 
OOO rm for)ouch 
ceuived ſince the licrle rime he left me, perceiving my weak 
colour ſirangely berrered, which, 1 ſuppoſe, he atrriburedro 
ſome metre miraculous cauſe. Bur what wonder ? if tro my 
il "nous infirmitie, that Superiour Antidote were oppo- 
as a wholcſome remedy, which might enely pre- 
uent it, 
wy Now, friend Gererdo, my happy life, or fatall deſtiny vas 
wre }f fubic& to the faire Vidan's abſolute commaund : and 
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her crueltic , that brought mee alinoft ro deaths doote, 
at this time with her compaſſionate diſcourſe ( fo farre 
bey ond expeRation ) not onely reſtored my vvaſted body 
to health ; bur left alſo my minde full ot vnſpeakeable 
content : wherby within a few dayes, though faintly, I was 
ableto riſe out of my bed, my deſired and deferued reward 
adding courage to my feeble ſpirits. This inward amo- 
rous defire of mine gotten drew me from my Chamber,and 
ſent me, not without my accuſtomed feare, into my Miſtriſ- 
ſes preſence to enioy her pleaſing ſight; yer neuer had Lthe 
heart to put her in mind of her promile : for ſtill the awfull 
reſpe& the had gotten from me, ſeiz'd on my tongue, cau- 
fing (as ſince I haue found) the ſame trouble and baſhful- 
neſf in my Yolante: but my paſſion making me concciuc,jt 
was the viuall puniſhment of her rigorous diſdaine,was like 
to have driuen me into arclapſe of loſing, by ſuch coldnes, 
the little health I had gotten from the comfort of her pro- 
miſed recompence. In this rime of my conuakeſcencic, ir 
grew to be Sunday; when, by reafon of ſome indiſpoſition 
of body, or other important occaſion, my Lawyer could 
not ſtirre from home , nor Yielante conſequently goe to 
Maſle at her early accuſtomed houre : - wherefore the Mor- 
ning being ſomewhat ſpent , it ſeemed good to her huſ- 
bandto beſtow for once his owne Office of Squiring her, 
vpon mee; and willing to make knowne his intent, faid : 
Friend Leendro, my not beeing well all this night hath kept 
me'withio doores, and Y74/ante roo,from going to Church, 
whichtroubles her; and I cannot helpe it, except thou wilt 
doe ſo much as ſupply my want, by vſhering her: Prethece 
take ſo much paines, and,giving her thy hand, ſhe may alſo 

ſcrue for a ſtay and proppeto thy weakneſle. 
It was ſcarce lefor me here to diſſemble my exceſlc 
CO COT tai wake genes 
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tooke my Miſtris by the hand, and now promiſed ſull liber- 
tie to my cares. By the way I reſolued ro ſignifie the juſt 
complaints that my foule might forme for her negle&; to 
which purpoſe { mee thought) I was rarely prouided to 
make her relent. Burt ſcarce durſt my daſtard breſt ſend 
forth a ſigh;ſcariog more to anger her with my ſpecch,then 
to ſee my elfe by her coldnefle trremediably periſh, With 
this gricuous reſerucdneſicLaccompanicd her to Church, 
and an the ſame mannerhad returned home, if an vacxpe- 
Qed fauour of hers had notemboldened me the morexthat 
as vve cawebacke, my Miſtris looking now-more comfor. 
tably,and faining an occaſion of taking off her Gloue,with- 
out it, returned me her beautifull whice hand : the ſudden 


__ (butiioytull)aſtioniſhment I'eſteemed-a ſufficient recom- 
: pence for all my former diſtaſtes. 1. vvas now fo beartened, 
' with ſceing my ſclfe Owner of that criftall piece,thatI could 
bf not chuſe but vvring her hand vvith mine,(the amorous at 
t anſwering ſo happily to my intents) that L no ſooner pur it 


in. exceution,, vvhea ary; Maliris paying mee in the ſame 
coyne, ſaid : How long; loned Leandro,ſhall your ſhckneſle 
and-my modeſtic be thus at oddes?$r doe you expeR with 
dumbe filence, and froftic procecding , i that my perſon 
ſhould firſtcarouſe to: you ?: this / is more proper to. men, 
then practiſed among vs. I know you vvill excufe your 
fault, by laying it vpon my rigorous condition;zand though 
not long ſince your ſecing me leſle cruell, might preſerue 
me in your berter opinion, yer in reſpe of the firſt occa- 
tion you had , I admit-for once of the: excuſe; but doc 
henceforward aduertize you, that,ſecure of my correſpon- 
dence, you may goec on 1n your loue : ſo that (vnderſtan- 
ding ourſeluecs berter tor the time to come)there may want 
no. opportunitics for the efteAing our vviſhes ; and that 
{. you may be ſure, my promiſes are not onely verball, I will 


this 


266 GERXARDO, 


this night ſo contrive and handle the mater, that you may 
enter my Chamber, 

Thus farre held on Leandros amorous ſtorie , to Gerar-' 
do's no{mall amazement, vvhen ſuddenly it vvas interrup- 
cd, by the ſudden approach ofa troupe of Officers, vvho 
(accompanied by the Lailour) broke in vpon the two impri- 
foned friends, erethey were aware, The noveltic | 
troubled them; Gerardo eſpecially , vvhen hee vnd 
they came vvith order to remeoue him from the priſon 
where he vvas, to one of the firong Towers of Alhambra: 
a Fort ſomewhat diſtant from the famous Cirtic : and 
though this had beene often before ſollicited by his cne- 
mies, yet could itnot till now be effeed. Their principall 
ſcope vvas, to oucrcome vvith ſach kind of vexations his 
reſolution; a remedie which the ſcuere intWo OCca- 
ſions (hill lay hold on, cither, when the qualitie of che priſo- 
ner, and-nature of the offence , admir no ſtrifter puni 
mentchen clofe impriſonment ; er when with the di 
moditics of that, or depriving him fr6 his fricnds and kin- 
tr pcd tine reduce him <o their 

ſe, which vill outto bethe furcfi. This laſt con- 
they tried in our afflited Gendeman, which was 
not by him held for one of the. lighteſt musformunes in his 


Captunic: but ing to fcarene colours, he prepared 
taking leaue of his noble and anciene friend , who 


with incredible reſentment wept, his manly heart nor able 
to kcepein his teares) the new Leawdrs too accompanied 
TD EO —_ tion; _ —_—_— 
(though he came not totheend of it )) left Gerarae paſlio- 
nately full of admiration. 
The famous Citic of Graneds is ouer-topped by a high 
Mountaine,whoſe ſuperiour height fhewes on Cock-horſe { 
co 
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tothe ſame: part of which is clothed vvith ſhadie Elmes, 
and anorh mpaſled vvith lharperockes, 

| i bottome the river Danro 
311 which (tothe ec. 


z not paſſin 
diſtance. Hither then (when his impriſonmenc might ra« 
ther haue ended) vvas Gerardo o12ughe,and commitred to - 
one of thoſe many Towers, that toward the ſpacious 
Plaings, vvhoſe delightfull ProfpeR, in any other lefſe vn. 
fortunate, might have cauſed great content: but ſuch oc. 
cafions vvorke a contrarie effec in the party, that is denied 
the full enioying them ; for cOMeerting into Tautelus his 
fruit, (as it were) the pleaſing obieR, it rather tormenes, 


then; 
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then any vvay comforteth ; and iuſt ſo it happened vvith 
Gerardo, vvho clogged vvith Yrons and ſure Boles , could 
butonely ſtretch his vvearicd eyes to thoſe large Walkes, 
(cnuying the free of the moſt miſerable day-labou- 
rer) and at this time hee would haue beene moſt ic in 
the meane converſation of ſome ruſticke Shep The 
wiſhed ſight of a friend or kinſman hath the ſame opera- 
tion with a priſoner, that the Phiſicians preſence in a fain- 
ting Patient; but (Gerardo barred of this comfort) well may 
it be thought, how hardly he might ſuffer his torment, yer 
his wiſedome predominating, made his conſtant ſpirits 
tiently beare vp,( Fortune (till with freſh varieties - 
ning his vndaunted determination.) 

Some two moneths after this remoouall, and one night, 
being the firſt of April, after he was a-bed, ſomething late 
inthe night, a TT ofdifferent Infiruments of 
Muſicke, not farre from his Tower , cunningly plaid on, 
awoke him; and ſo, inuited, aſwell by the nouclty, as deſi- 
rous alſo of ſome more pleaſing harmony then the noyſe 
of his ſhackles, he went to his window, from whence ( the 
vight pretty cleere) hE might difcerne fiue or ſixe perſons, 
who Grieg tothe Towers foundation) two of them ac- 
companying the ſweetneſle, grauitie, and conſonancic of 
a Cornet, Harpe, and Lute, beganne to ſing this enſuing 
Dialogue, 

1. Faire Enemy | once, ere T goe, 
Tet curſe, or kill me, witha No: 
Tothis ſay, I, 
Then,then | die. 
Then hauing ſlop's my lateſt breath, 
No more thy rigoar after death, 
Or ſadder il, 
Shall haunt me ſlill, 


2s Nts 


; 


RN ———_——— 


The -onfortunate Spaniard. 269 


2. No. 1. 11it ſhethat meckes me? 2. Try. 
I. Shall awhile be abſemt > 2, 1; 
I. 'T would double woe 
(Made greater,) 2, No: 
Take heart ;refolae to line againe: 
Abſence beſt cures a Louers paine, 
I. Her craeltte 
Helpes abſence > 2, 1. 
I. But abſence (4s moſt Lovers know) 
For get fulneſſe begetteth, 2. Not 
'Tis as me fiebt, 
Gluts the del:ght, 
And thence oblruion riſerhs where, 
Deferes, in Abſence beſt appeere : 
5 Want of meat 
Doth flomacke * 
Then bid Adies to thy Vnkind, 
Since Abſence mo#t doth eaſe the mind. 
I. But ſballI flle 
2. To Abſence? 1, 


The ſweet Muſicke bred in Gereyds no ſmall admiration, 
andthough in part it diverted his forrowſull remembrance, 
__ curieſitic to know the cauſe of it, nota little trou- 

led bim, muſing extremely , that in thoſe ſolicarie fields, 
no neererthe Cities concourſe, and in the height and rug- 
gedneſle of thoſe Towers and Walles, there ſhould bez 
any occaſionof = obſeruant — -% as alſo, the 
reparation ofthe Company, Voyces,and Inſtruments {ce- 
an. to him to bee moe hes ——_ Each particular 
was anoueltie to him , and the whole duely waighed and 
conſidered, a particular aduenture, In theſe and the like 
maginations was he buſied, all the while that the Muſici- 
ans 


- 
- 
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ans ccaſed , till (haning new Order) wning afreſh, they 
layed diuers Cs, and ſung ſcucrall Dirries. of pretty 
=: but ar kength Gerardo might percciue one of 
the Squadron, (kcauing them) draw neere to a neighbou- 
ring Wall. He could not view the end of his intent and 
voyage, inreſpe& ofa {mall Skonce of the Tower vvhich 
hindered him , vvhich forced him to leaue the Window 
where he was, and goe & another, inthe next open roome 
ro him, vvhich was dircaly oppoſite; from w hee 
might more plainely perceiue, that the party made a ſtand 
at the foot of the other Tower; vvhich being nothing neere 
ſo high or ſtrong as his, yet (adorned with many faire Bay- 
windowes, Grates,and Galleries) was necre to the 
roome where he vvas impriſoned; infomuch that ng 
but indifferently lowd, the voice might reaſonably vvell be 
heard. There (aſſvoneus Gererdolooked) he might ſee the 
liddes ofa lower Window ſet open, and a woman alſo ap- 
——_ ring atit: buthis eyes vere no Lywxes , nor the di- 
c ada very the, that hee could 'gheſſe ar fea- 
eures, = therefore his {ole care was, to hearken tothe end 
of their intentions; vvhich he did, and their diſcourſe, (the 


ſareft Clueto him out of the Mazc and Labyrimb he 
now in.) At firſt, a few fighes and 
the vnknowne Amouriſtſencfoorrh, held the in ſul. 
pence, till eur from the middeſt of them, with an 
afflicted, Tone, hefcll into theſe words: In fine, 
diſcreet Arzexts, your Siſter, or (to ſpeake more ) 
Tur may > wer leave ro come hither a 
rough condition is ſtill the 
—_—_— an vniuſt to one _— ſo firmely loues 


her, and in lieu of reward,an vnequall —_—— to my 
ancient affeRtion. Here, Gerardo perceiue that hee 


was interrupted by her, whom he od Aaniaes, that thus 
replied: 
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zeplied : Lmuſtnor permit you, worthy Lens , with (o lit- 
de reaſonrro complaine of Liſs or her coldneſle , fince you: 
neuerat any time, found her more traQable , normy fiſter 
lefle wary of her honour : fo thar, having giuen you no in- 
couragemnent , you neither iuflly can taxe her of crucky, 
nor may ſhe vniuſtly bee offended with you , rh:tt by this 
meanes giue rhe wotld to thinke , there hath beene fome- 
thing more then ordinatic betwixt you. Suffice it, Lifens, 
Lam come to you, without any diſtaſte to her, and though 
ſhe gjue northat entertainment which your affeions des» 
lice, yet (which might be to hex reputations coft) ſhee for- 
bids nor your cate, nor theſe your ſeuetall louing demon- 
firations. Thar is it {quoth hee) that augmemeth my tor- 
ments, and whereon the Iuſtice of my complaints and re- 
ſentment is grounded, to have foleng ſerued and obeyed, 
is that which maddes me, to conſider how vo-pitrifull z/is 
hath beene tro my fighes, how ſilent to my papers, flinty to 
my teares, ſcoffing at my loue,and angry thatI am ſen(ible 
of it; theſe doe quite confound mee-in = beſt of indge- 
ment, This kind of deſperation, Liens, - rs ſhe)is like ro 
profic you lirrle; for, in matters ef this difticukie, wiſedome 
ſhould rule our aQions, which are then beſi goucrned,when 
by skill and induſtric,not outrage and violence. Suffer, Li 
ſeno, beare, and yet forbeare not your amorous purtuire; 
follow the path you haue begun, and bee not wearied znor 
cloudie, her frownes doe raiſe a ſtorme: for let mee 
tell you, (that betrer know then you , our generall naturall 
conditions) long perſcuerance in the end vanquiſheth : bur 
if your impatience be ſuch,as not to withſtand alittle croſſe- 
fortune, the fitteſt aduice I can giue you, is, to make to the 
wholeſome Port of Abſence, (the beſt Letter of credicto a 
Lover) asfure to be payed at home : ſome few moneths, 
and a mountaine or two put berwixe you and Zsſs , may 

- | chance 
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chance to cffe& more then many daies, many yeeres pre- 
ſence vvould bring to paſſe. Here Liſene more greedily an- 
ſwered, Sure, faire Amints, your eycs hauc pencrrated my 
hearts intent, if ſo be the counſell you giue me,proceed not 
from the ſubic&of thoſe Verſes you heard the Muſicians 
ſing; forknow, that I am now reſolued, no longer vvith my 
wearied voiceto torment theſe fields, nor with the venime 
of my enflamed fighes to parch their plants and flowers. I 
will not onely leaue theſe Walles in quiet peace, but get me 
farrc off from this Kingdome; thar, ſo diuiding the cauſes, 
that (vnited) torment me, their effes may in part or whol- 
ly ceaſe, diminiſhing the fire that conſumes my ſoule, I 
ſhould be happy,if Lifs by her preſence would animate me 
to this laſt ſad tarewell,but my hardineſſe is not ſo preſump« 
euous, as to thinke, that cither your intreatics, or my im- 
portunitic, may obtaine that of her, neither from my impa- 
ticnce can I promiſe any toleration that may ſecure my 
rongues ſilence; for I ſhould ſure ſpeak to her,that ſo vniuſt- 
ly inforceth meto leaue the quiet of my native Countrey, 
and therefore I had rather defift from my- vaine purpoſe, 
Adicu, Aminte, Heauen giue you berter ſucceſle in your af- 
feions , and temper the ſad influence of my vnhappie 
Starres. Theſe laſt words vvere accompanied (as I might 
gheſſe) by ſometeares and (ighes, and ſo not ſo much as ex- 
peRing areply from Amiata,he turned his backe,and came 
where the reſt of the Companie with the Muſicke expeed 
him; and commanding them to follow, they vvent toward 
the Citic : but paſſing vader Ls her Tower,ere they ſhea- 
thed vp their Inſtruments, they ioyntly ſung the following 


Sonnct. 


The Sanne is ſet, gone downe to the cold (bad, 
(The miſted brightneſſe of his piercing eye, . 
Coner 
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Concr d with blacke Clouds the red Exfterne thy :) 
My cral faire yo reitfull leepe bath lard. 
Now murd rers walke and ſuch a5 are afraid 
Of ayes cleere light ; new chanteth muurneſully 
The Tartle chaſte, complaints to multiply, 
'Gizs ſhe, whom crafty Tercus once betraid, 
O night | thou Image of ſad abſence, tell 
Ay Liſis, her two Sunnes are ſet from me 
For ener : If it chance, that ſbe doe ſleeye , 
(May Morpheus wake ber with « dreame from Hell) 
Tell hey, of her diſdaine, my Iaalouſic; 
That though I preſent am, 1 (abſent) weepe. 
Gererdoreioycing much at this vn age, re- 
metwbobodchemn formingto hi hobo dio. 
ſions, touching Liens firange loue,, Amintas wiſe dif. 
courſe, and the ſcuere condition of Lifis, from whence, all 
he colle&ed (after an houres watchfulneſſe) was ; an extra- 
—_— and more _ —_ _ ,to my = know 
inted cruell piureof Lz/s,and the pleafing per 
fonage of Anders, thinking, that if his good a make 
make him gracious with either of the two,(the neighbour- 
hood being ſo comodious) they could not but excecding- 
ly diuert his cares, which thing in this wretched impriſon- 
ment he much needed; for that which doth moſt diſquier 
and diſ-harten a poore Priſoffer,is,his own ſolitarineſſe,and 
| the barrenneſle of occaſions to diuert his griefe. With this 
new hope Gerardoſlept our that nights remainder,ſo ſound- 
; ly , that, till the Iaylor came in the morning to ſee how 
he did, he had no more to doe with his wandring imagina- 
tions. As ſoone as the Taylor had bidden him,Good mor- 
row ; the firſt queſtion he asked was, ifhe had heardthe laſt 
nights Muſicke ; which A reioyced _ as 
ug 
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being now relolued, cunningly to informe himſclfe of the 
two Siſtcrs; and fo, ſeeing occafion offered , and making 
ſomewhat ſtrange of the matter, he replide, asking, vvhe- 
ther he mocked him, or dreamt of ſome {uch thing in his 
fancy? Rather, Sir, ſaid the Iaylor, becauſe you have flepr 
ſo ſoundly, you attribute to me the efteQs of drowlineſle : 
bur this which Icell you hath really paſſed : though indeed; 
I cannot be perſwaded, that fo many Inſtruments and Voi- 
ces could otherwiſe chuſe then come to your cares, 
Gerardo ſeemed much more to wonder at this ſecond re» 
ply; and ſo faining a greater garneſtnefle, proceeded; Pre- 
thee Keeper ;z who in theſe fields can your Cities Gallants 
make courtto, buttheir Elmes or other Trees > Except 
happely ſuch be my happinefle,that theNymphs and God- 
defies of the neighbouring Mountaines, or ſome enchant- 
gg Syren of the famous Daere, leftthe wilde Cliffes and 
Criſtalline Vrnes, to offer vp to mee this their ſolemnitie. 
Thea ſaid the Iaylor, ſmiling , Lvvondernor, Signior,that 
« (vnacquainted with the faire Dames your —_— neigh- 
bours) you thinke Licſt with you ; or imagine, this 
can produce no occaſion for ſuch , asthe paſſed accident ; 
let mee therefore tell you, that you arenot (as becing the 
onely Non-Parezls of theſe parts) far fromthe faire Li{5,and 
diſcreete Amivte, Dames, whoſe beauties, together with 
their good names, long fince famous in this Cite, are now 
celebrated thorow the whole Kingdome, 
Theſe and the like extolling ſpeeches vied the earneſi 
laylor, giving Gerards alſo (trift account of many other 
rticulars: as, noton?ly telling him who their Parents, 
were but withall hee made knowne Liſens's cares, ſhutting 
vp his Diſcourſe with this, that the cauſe of them procee- 
ded from hauing once ſeene Liſs in a Monaſteric , where 
her Parents in her yonger yecres had placed her,and _ 
Lijeno 
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Liſeno then enamoured on her, (ſhee becing now come 
home) proſecured his ſuitenight and day vpon all occaſi- 
ons : and yet though hee be a Gentleman of very good 
—_—_ every way mctiting, hee is by het but colely 


Gerardo hauingmow enough, would bee no farther curi- 
ouſly inquiſiriue; and fo ( the converfation diflolued ) the 
laylor wenthis way, giving the Priſoner opportunitic to 

the window, that from his Tower was tuft oppoſite 
to his faire neighbours. His beginning was ſo ſucceſlcfull, 
that he had no r opened his VVindow, when the two 
Siſters were gotren toa Bay-window of theirs neerc the 
Tower,where they fate them downe to their worke , bur 
lictle dreaming they vvere ſo carefully cſpied. 

Neuer ſaw Gerards's eyes a Flanders. Piture or Romane 
Piece vvith ſuch curious Art, and geodly perſpeRtiues, as 
vvas the linnen of that lovely Tower fct out vvith. T he Bay 
was of white and blacke Marble,diuided by ewo ſmall Ar- 
ches and a Pillar of painted Laſper,whoſe ſmooth ſtones al- 
fo ſerued as a Carpet to faire Lifts and her Siſters Cuſhi- 
ons. Amints, that ſeemed ſomwhat the yonger ofthe two , 
vvith her twinkling eyes, gaue the more cheerefulneſle to 
her pleafing countenance, vvhoſe complexion vvas necrer 
brownethen white z her mouth and Noſe moſt perfeQly 
propertioned, with two blacke burniſht Arches, that (be- 
ing the Diadems of her eyes) made vp to an abſo- 
lutely round Ebon Circle. Zzfis, who di but a very 
linle in from Aminte ( for from both , rime mighe 
ſcarce a Tribute of thirty ) was ſomewhat of a 
more awfull maiefticall aſpe&, burcleerer countenance ; 
excceding faire, that, the threds of her ſmooth-combed 
haire faliing with a kinde of gracefull negle& vpon the 


. Margentof her ſnowic forchead, ſhewed like the rokes of 
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a Pen made in the fineſt Paper; ſo perfely white was ſhe, 
loincoparably black the as du Treſſes of her well-or- 
dered haire,from which her eyes were no vvhit diffcring in 
Colour, in Proportion, neither neere great, nor any = 
yertoo ſmall (no expreſſion able to paint our the quickneſle 
oftheiralluring motion.) Her lip and checke were of equall 
rtinQure, ſuch, as (they preſent) Vermillion were but mud- 
dy. Her hands, which,cmbroidering vpon a greene Sattin 
frame, danced to and tro,ſhewed like Snow,melted by the 
Sunnes of her eyes, which (though blacke)more inflamed 
me then the tothers yellow beames. In fine,the vvhole, and 
all of her wasa miraculous draught of her diuine Painter, 
vvhom Gererds in his perfe@ workes , with all reuerence 
could not but adore. 

A vvhile he remained ſomewhat doubr-firucken,bur moſt 
joyfull wich the gracious fight before him, tillthe two Siſt- 
ers, aware of his carefulleying them, hee beſtowing a low 
ſalutation on them firſt, returned him an equall courteſie, 
yet, he durſt not ſo much as offer the leafi ſpeech,as fearing 
their vvarineſſe vyould affoord him bur a ſlender warratit. 
He ſuppoſed,the nouelty of his ce would cauſe them 
to retire : and therefore loth to bee troubleſome , ſhutting 
the vvindow cloſe to,as he found it, he got him back to his 
Chamber, yet from the ſame place many a time after hee 
participated of that content (the two Siſters growing euc- 
ry day more free, lefle ſtrangers on his behalfe. ) 

_ _ EDI in Gerardo made him forbeare 
to ſpeake to them, tor he wanted not language,nor cou 
boldneſſe, and aboue both, experience, m—_ n_ 
Diſcourſe : but, to ſpeake ſomewhat lowder then ordinary, 
by reaſon of diftance of places a little troubled him, fea- 
ring, that(howſocuer they in countefic might make him an- 
liwere) yet, the raritic mightraiſe ſome needleſle curioſitic 

uy 
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in the neighbours,or an angry diffidence in his own houlſc. 
And therefore purpoling to attain by ſome other meanes 
to his purpoſe, he reſolued co write to then, and ſo ficaded 


himſclfe with the carctulldiligence of a ſhee-Slaue that be- 


longed to the Laylor, whom, by gifts and larger promiſes, 
he made ſureto him for that,or,a greater enterprize, Ha- 
uing firſt therefore inſtruRed her what ſhe ſhould doe, bid- 
ding herdeliver the Letter to Zifs or Amints's own hands, 
with no ſmall care of the ſuccefſe, he diſpatched her with ir, 
whoſe Contents were theſe : 

If, faire Ladies, you (ball blame this tow and bold- 
me hoy — momnnad z for, to 
rely upon mine owne forces ( viterly unequall) to reſiſt your 
beauties , were rather araſh folly , mee fergcien fBem : 
ſince , the ſelfe-ſame cauſe ought to ſtrike dumbe my ſences , re- 
ſpefing your fatreneſſe 45 a Deitie;, and therefore 1 reſolue to 
ſe no ſtronger ſhield for my defence then your' diſcretion : to 
which with proſtrate affettion, I conſecrate 4 firme heart , a 
loyall and noble m:tnde, which ſhall ever acknowledge the beeing 
your creature ;if raiſing it from ſo miſerable « being, youſhail 
receiue it £5 a vanquiſhed ſpoile of him $hat adores your miracu- 
lows parts and vertue: Heauen protect —_ 

ERARDO, 


From the time of deliuering of this Letter, and the 
Slaues leauing him, he gheſſed euery minute an Age, that 
ed: bur for all his watching, hee remained three dayes 

in this confuſion ; in all which time his ſhee-Meſſenger 
could finde no opportunitie, toput her matter in executi- 
on. Artlength ſhe got meanes to ſpeake ro Aminte, who, 
being ſtrangely importuned by her, at laſt tooke the Let- 
ter,T his ſucceſſe was preſently made knowne to — 
T 3 who 
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who now confidently promiſing great matrers to his 
hopes,cxpeted the reſolution of the two Dames; whom, 
neither in all char day,nor the next following, he could (0 
much as once eſpy at their window , whereupon { what 
you hauc heard, being all that paſſed) his ſolitarineſſe did 
more (then might well be imagined) afflit him, as thin- 
king this their abſence and retiring, was a kinde of giuing 
him to vnderſtand,how much they were offended with his. 
boldneſle, 


But the true cauſe of it was , thatthey had occaſion to 


accompany ſome kinſwomen and friends of theirs to cer- 
raine ſhewes and folemnirics in the City,which ſeemed ſo 
much the likelier ; when, preſently in the Eucning, after 
they were returned home,they _ both together at 
their window,more frollicke and lively then they cuer hi- 
therto vicd to doe, all the while that Geraras ſtood ar his : 
which made him fleepe peaceably that night , expecting 
Morning ; at which time going very carly to the grate of 
his Window,he might perciue Amints at the vſual Stand; 
from whence,when ſhee ſaw Gerardo drawing a Paper out 
of her boſome,and making fignes to him,to ſend ſome ſer. 
vant for ir,ſhe ler it fall into cerraine high graſle that grew 
atthe foot ofthe Tower , and withour expecting farther, 


oncly ſhutting to the leaues of her Bay-window , ſhee 


Went in. 
Gerardo was much aſtoniſhed ar the accident, imagi- 
ning by the manner of Amentss aftion and retirement,that 
the Paper ſhee caſt downe,was the ſame thar he had ſent ;; 
and therfore in marucllous ang"1iſh for the comtempr,lon- 
ging to bee reſolued , and calling a ſeruant that was there 
ready to attend him, hee bade him goe downe and looke 
forthe Letter, which he ſpeedily did, and deliuercd it vn- 
to him z but opcning , hc kney it to be none of his _ 
and, 
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hand, which made him with leile feare venter ypon the 
Contents. 


If the commiſerating your paineſull impriſonment , did not 
gine « ſufficient diſcharge for our facileneſie of anſwering von;be- 
leene tt, Gerardo , theje limes had beee excuſed, though wee 
might haue been held drſazinfull:; bat our breits are ſo con ta 
honeſt pitic,and your ſelfe ſo well deſerue it , that when the hrauy 
occaſion of your thraldom, might not induce ws, your own aiſcreet 
cartage ,would lay a tye vpon vs toalter our determination. And 
that you may reſt fally ofoved, that our conditions are wit ſo ri- 
gorouſly ernell as (happely) there they may haue informed yin. ; 
Know that Liſis and 1, are reſolued, (not to let you pefie y10ur im- 
priſonment ſo ſolitartly ) to gine you all the comfort we are able to 
dimert your forrowes. And though (1 preſume) you may equally 
dieſe of our affettwns ; yet, leaft you may thinke wee both joyne 
is bare complement, wee from this inflant reſigne our good ws 
Fe your hiking, that is, that ſbe, whom of 15 two you ſhall meke 
choiſe of, will moſt accompany yourn your misfortunes, 


ISIs, AMINTA 


More comfort then this was nor poſſible to hae befalne 
our Gerardo, and therefore extraordinarily gladded, takin 
Pen, Inke and Paper,in proſecution of his happy pre fo 
on,thus he ſent his reply tothe gracious Dames: 


T know not bow to extoll ſafficiently in theſe lines my great 
good fortune by ſbrwing in them , the leaft ſhadow of my true 
thankefulnefle, with which my minae is wholly yeelded and ren- 
dred wp to your mild and pittyin arſpoſettons. The beſt way(not 
to come ſhort) is to be altogether ſilent ; oncly this 1 muſt acknow+ 
ledge, that the fauonr you offer ys more to be efleemed then my li- 
berty : the which 1 ſball hence-forward leaxe ts bope for ;, or if 1 
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at all deſire it, it ſhall be it tle for mime owne ſake, more then to 
employ both that and my life in your ſernice. The way you bane 
ginen to my happinefie, hath brought mee into ſuch « confuſed 
Labyrinth,that it will be impoſs1ble for me get out, of you pleaſe 
mot to change your tatents, by rewoking the elettion you remit to 
my opinion which may unwittingly hurt me(as ignorant)which 
of you ts freeſt to fauour mes This enconuenience may eaſily be re« 
moued, by your owne conſents in appointing which ſball bee the 
Owner I mu#t obey, ſinse, in the reſt of your parti and —_ 
ons there is no knowne aduantage in ether but « moſt har mont= 
#14 ſimphonie worthy eternal eeation | 


Gerardo was not a little in the right, with this diſcreet re> 
ly; fince,ſo,he not onely aimed at the abſent Liſezs,bur re- 
k ing vpallo the cleion to them, ſecured his feare from 
any her powerfull emulator ; and beſides, ſhee that had 
beene left out, muſt needs hauc beene much diſtaſied : for 
even in marters of jeſt, the imperious (though weake con- 
dition of females) loues no dechared negle&. And fotos 
giue orderforthe deliueric of his Letter, he got him to his 
window,from whence hee might alſo ſee Lijis athers , as if 
her thoughts had promifed to her, his comming thither. 
Geraras had not, till this preſent, ſcene the faire Dame # 
tone, whom cheerefully ſaluting 4by ſome amorous ſignes 
he ſent her thankes for the ſingular fauour ſhe ſhewed him : 
Art which, Z:/7s ſmiling; gaue him in the ſame dumbelan- 
guage to vnderſtand, that it was not her (e}fe,but her Siſter 
Amints he meant, ſhewing in her clouded eyes a kinde of 
irkeſome icalouſie, that Gerardo made more court to Amin. 
ts then her ; a ſuſpition that he (like an olde weather-bea- 
ten ſouldier) ſoone perceiued; and willing to haue fully ex> 
preſſed himſelfe) the approach of Amints hindered it ; fo, 
drawing onely a Paper out of his boſome, and (they who 
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ynderſtood his meaning, caſting downe a long String, the 
Coumter-figne) it was his partto ſend one ro tic bis Letter 
tothe ſame, vvhich ſpeedily done, 4mints hoiſſed it vp,and 
both taking leaue of Gerardo, left him more perplexed then 
euer: for now new cares began to keepe him vvakefull, and 
one of the louely Dames,by a particular ſympathie of ſtars, 
had abſolute power and dominion ouer him,in whoſe plea- 
ſing remembrance he vvaſted the tedious darkneſſe, and by 
morning early hee recciued this enſuing anſwer to his ſe- 


cond Lines. 


Lifis and my ſelfe Gerardo, with notab& content read your 
Letter, which would haze beene greater, if (taking the freedoms 
we gene you) you bad wet with ſo vnneceffarie circumſtances re- 
fuſedis, but new ( ſucbrs our determination) you muſt not deny : 
and therefore, let _ * o_ of our freedomes trouble you, 
fince a[ſuredly neit us that were pre-ingeged, would be (6 
5,8 558 4 new Owner : wherefore Mende no —_ 
but to end the ſtrife, and to make choica of Arriinta ---- or Lifis; 
for (ſecure) that your diſcretion will make « fitting elettion, we 
baue toynily wagered; and it now reſts in your power to make ti- 
ther 4 winner , or unhappy loſer. 


AniNTa 


Gerardo well perceined by this Letters ſhort Concents, . 

/ how the vvorld went: fearefull cherefore to offend by chu- 

, ſing, and yet more fearefult of an offenceto both in not 0+ 

f beying, he made choyce of the former; bur as warily as hee 

could, that one of them might not haue too iuſt a cauſe of 

reſentmerit. With this good forecaſt, (though ſhe,whoſe 

ſecret influence attrated him, vvas already ſer downe in his 

heart) he ſenttheſc laſt Lines to the faire Dames, who witl 
wuch oy gaue them welcome anda vicw, as followerh: 
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Heanen knowes, faire Lifis and Aminta, / had rather dinide 
my heart, and lay it at both your feete , then ſee my ſelfe tm this 
confuſion 1 now am in : but the neceſitte of obeying you, beates 
downe all diſficultits of feare, obliging mee to the performance of 
your forcible commands. My affettions(1 know not by what hap- 
pie Starre condutted) are particular inclining to the mir acu- 
lows ſubiett of ---- But paſſe net on, my Quill: bow my hand 
ſhakes , and my heart trembles, timoros of the incertamtie of 
this matter) Pardon me, fweet Pledges, that I ſuſpend my co- 
wardly determination in a buſineſie, whoſe 1mportant well.ſpee- 
ding dath ſo much afflit me : let me oncly fir ft per ſwade you that 
pow; Ir being exery way equall and confor mable, as well in the 
maruclious parts of minde,us rare and excellent features of body, 
no /ingularitic that way hath mooued mee, to make choyce of one 

more thew the ether , but onely the performance of your willes : 
and beleene therefore, I beſerch you, that cr is happens when wee 
ſee Gameſters, we deſire ſome one, whom we know wot, or (happe- 
) neuer ſo much as ſaw before, ſhould wi-ne, jo, my ſoult and all 
faculties are ſtrongly inclined, and wholly yeelded wp to----- 
T he dtaine Lifis. And thus haxe 1, deſiring to appeare worthy 
of her noble thoughts, declared mine , and compli-d with your 
commands, I begin then from this inſtant, faire Liſis,to ſerue 
you, proteſting on my part, a moſt humble permanent lauery, « 

alarly inniolable faith , and 4 minde exer ſubielt to Lones 
lawes, whilſt Life (ball uf moſt thankefull. 

Aminta vvas (he of the two , whoſe hard fortune it vvas 
to read the Paper, but ſo lothly, that as ſoone as (hee came 
to Gerards'z declaration, vnable to difſemble longer , her 
trickling reares made knowne the inward ſorrowes of her 
heart; vvherewith retiring to her Chamber, ſhe left her Si- 
fer alone; but ſo glad and ouer-ioyed acreature , as if Ge- 
rardohad obtained her ſome famous viQtorie , whem ſhee 
determined to reward vvith the glory of her gs 
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g thankfulneſlc, by inſtant vvriting how pleaſed ſhee 
was vvith his eleQtionz enlarging her Lines vvith frequent 
iterations of gratitude, in ſach diſcreet Phraſe, as made Ge- 
rardo reſt molt confident of his happineſſe. A ſucceſſe,that 
amongſt all choſe which I haue fer downe of this Vnfortu- 
nate Gentlemans, ſeemesto me worthy of the greateſt ad- 
miration : fur though the inconſtancie of his proſperous 
and aduerſe fortunes, vvith their incredible events, doc oft 
amaze me, yet this caſineſſe in Lis, and her facile inclina- 
tion doth ſiupetie my conſideration ; there being no reaſon 
to proppe with reaſon ſo inordinate an affefion. Liſs was 
courted, long ſcrued, loued by Liens, yer ſhee could neuer 
affoord him (though a deſerving Gentleman) the leaſt 
no nndgpmnty this pn vvith two or 
three th- papers, her minde is vvholly giuen 
to a man incompaſſed vic thekoas and Dk gen ic 
berty is as vncertaine, as his conuerſarion vnſecure; from 
which conuerſation , they that are beſt acquainted vvith 
loue, ſay, the firmeſt loue is ingendred : but alas! vvhar 
cennettinien haue they had ? vvhat ates, cither to oblige 

orto-perſwade > fromvvhence ſhall we conclude this afte- 

ton to proceed, or whereon happened this Louc, the fir- 
| meſt that hath beene knowne, as vvill appeare in this Diſf- 
| courſe > There is no way to know, no way to ſcarch or pe- 
netrate the cauſe of womens wilde and violent affeQions. 
In fine, from this moment, (the happieſt for Gerardothar 
might be) in ſicad of darkneſle that obſcured his ſad Priſon, 
Li/is hex two Sunnes, with their powerfull rayes enlightned 
, turning his night allo into brighteſt day : and now vvich 
his preſent glorie, he forgat all his former miſcries; and this: 
fortunate employing his affcions, nor onely berrered his: 
Eitare, but totally (as you ſhall heare 3 occalioned his defi- 
þ red freedome and libertie, 4 
! us 
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Thus diuerting himlelfe with the ſight of Liſs , hee paſl 

che greateſt part of the daiey; and Time, dries in C- 
minure of his ſcemed too prolixely redious, was now 

in-ſufficient with his ſhort houres, for anſwering his Mi. 
firiſſes amorous Tickets; with which (though they wanted 
meanes of neerer diſcourſe) his affetion moſt pleafingly 
encreaſed; and, howſocuer the limitation and curbe of hi 
impriſonment, kept him from the great ſcruices 
he deſired to \-— laid hold vpon all good oc- 
caſions to his loue and gratitude : and to this pur- 
poſe, vnderftanding that Liſs was exceedingly affeRed to 
the ſweer de of Muſicke,many a night paying 
from his Window, the humble tribute S it were) of - 
voyce, he ſought to increaſe it: though the ynſauourine 
mat Bucks muſt nor expreſle the leaſt 
part of his affe ion in Poeticall amorous Conceits, in ref- 
pe of the warineſle it behooued him to haue in his procec+ 
dings; and fo he durſi not once offer at a Love-ſtraine , for 
fcare of giuing any mortiue of ſuſpition to ſame ouer.curi- 
ous liſteners, which made him for the moſt part ſing ſome 
ſhort Satyricallroyes: and one night amongſt others , for 
want of better matter, ung runcd his Violl) he ſung 
theſe enſuing Couplets, whole contents were to diſſwade 
an old Dotard from marriage. 


may old Colt ? what, all this whele 
ingle, now at length begu 
as and — - 
Serue the little blind-ſold god? 
well, ſince traſt thou wilt no friend, 
No ſharpe knife, or flrong ropes end, 
Goe, for once, be youthfall; Wee 
Speedily, and marry tv , 
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But thy fortune, truth muſt tell; 
$hee's no Gypfie, ften well, 

Is the party faere and youne, 
From a noble Kmared [prang > 
Beauty mach may comfort thee. 


lasd, 
Thee with fortunes ſbeel vpbrazd, 


HEW Was 4M d) 
En 
Or ) s , 
She to firfl good-ernanwas trac? 
1 1s ſbe loyal, is ſbe chaſte, , 
(Newer ſo) too much embrac'1? 
- 1, but go alng 
; Muſt : for chaſte with too much toung, 
That's as thes ſbouldftt thy meas 
Three Gall, one,Sugar cate. 
Still foe wrangler, fill ſpee | ſconld, 
Brawle ena word 1t (uncontroxl'd.) 
| Av thos the Af ha#t done, 
| 054 ell new begunne. 
Savin. rage ſhe twoor three, 
Know wat thou the my ſferie : 
Je ſbe amy thing aliepa, 


Frequent 


Whore, 
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whore, ſo fill, not honeſt loude. 

Is ſhe one cal d dowbly | 

Chaſtc and v way flood: 

More then birth, or to be faire, 

Meerely teyes,and termes of ayre? 
T, but though ber tongae lie ſtill, 

She hath haw rom trickes at will, 
which wil vex theemore,then flowres 
Often wet by April ſhewres. 

Is ſbe widow that i tnowne, 

—_—_— rig owne, 

Old and rich? ( s of bealth) 
ern nl Bo ws. by 
I bat hard it is to ſift 

Her Eſtate; who, Deed of gi 

Haae before to kindred; t 

(carry coyne and mirth away. 
S ay, theu die firft, (no ſuch art) 

She well of thy 2 wk 

And oat line (be muſt, tobring 

Emery ioynt « weddzng Ring. 
Goe, be youthful! then, and wee 

Speedily, and marry too. 


As vvell had Z:fis, her Louers preſence imprinted in her 
heart, as the pleaſing ſound of his voyce engraucd (as it 
were) in her cares; and therefore though ſhe vvere aſlcepe, 
(awaked by the Ecchos of that) ſhe vvould inflantly get to 
her Window, accompanied by Amezts ; vvho , now lefle 
paſſionate, vvas well h ſatisfied vvith her ill fortune. 
Gerardo well percciucd the fauour ſhe did him, and vvould 
willingly haue cxprefled his thankfulneſſe , bur fearing leſt 
{ome oucr-buſicd care might hearken,he refraingd; the = 
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alſo happened in the beautifull-Siſters , in recipe ot their 

rents and family, by vvhom they vvere not cauſcleſly ob, 
Grad, and the moxc at this tune, by reaſon of the enjuing 
accident, | 

Li;ens, who grieued with. the rigour of Ls, (as you 
heard) left his bowze and Countrey, ſome foure moneths 
after.(the time that Gerardo ſpent in his amerous conqueſt, 
with the ancient infarmitie renued by his abſence) 'rerurned 
againe to Grenada,and conſequently to his pre-accuſtomed 
watchfulneſſe, and ſo contiauing his night-walks about Li- 
ſis her vvalles, and Geraras's Towerhiscare was by Gerards- 
ſoone diſcouered , and himſelfe alſo and- his pretenfion 
quickly knowne, vvhich made the impriſoned Louer not a 
lictle fuſpeAand feare; and the more diftaſifully, vvhen his 
rcaſon repreſented to him, the adyantage Leno might 
baue ouer him for a Corriuall,(he free co proſecute his ſure, 
and himſclfe with his hands bound , without freedome to 
make his party good with him.) Beſides, it did not alittle 
tormenthim, to thinke,that Lzfis in honeftic and loyall affe- 
ion, had preciſe obligation, to make the relapſe of Lyc- 
»s's affeion knowne vnto him, (in which having failed) 
his ſcrupulous thoughts formed no ſmall exceptions:which: 
Liſis vnderſiood by a Letter from him, though beeing (as 
indeed ſhe was) faultleſle, ſhe eaſily ſatisfied with her inno« 
cencie : the aſſurance of which ſo long reſied with Gerarde, . 
as the paſſionate Lens appeared not : but hee once retur- 
ning to his old haunt, the (uſpitions increaſed, and ſhe was: 
till putto a freſh purgation, So that in ſhort time, Gerar- 
ds had many difſtaſtes againſt the poore harmelefſe Dame, 
thinking it-impoſlible tor Lz/co (without ſome incourage- 
ment from Ls ) ſo long to continue his ſure. Hereupon 
t happened, that asthe two Louers were after this both ar 
theix windowes now better reconciled, (tor the cauſe of Ge+ 
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rards's diſtaſte had beene ſome time abſent) vpon the ſud- 
den they might ſee Liſewo mounted _ a luſtie dapple 
Courlſer, ſo gallant, as might well haue bred i iclouſic 
in the braueſt Competitor. Gerardo was ſomewhat aſto- 
niſh'r with the vnexpeRted fight: which when Liſs percei- 
ucd and his trouble,ſhe grew to ſuch an outragious diſtem- 
per, that hurried on with the blindneſſe of pafſion,not once 
conſidering, how much ſhe might preiudice her ſclfe and 
her poore priſoner, minding nothing though bur his ſati{- 
faction, and bcholding Lies with the terribleſt aſpeR thar 
Diſdaine could frame, ſhe thus ſets vpon him: - How long, 
foole- ſeno, ſhall this vamannerly preſumption laſt? 
how long y fond filence ſuffer your idfamous pre- 
tenſion to be the motiue to my diſhonour ? Betake your ſelf 
the ſooner to ſome other courſe, or (beleeue it) 1 ſhall not 
want ſome that will revenge the iniuric you goe about to 
doe me : Ando, furi chpping roo the leaues of her 
Window, in ſhe went, leauing the good Gerardo all huſh't, 
confuſedly timorous, and the vnfortunate Leno quite be- 
reaued of his fences: and the poore beaſ} bis horſe roo, i 
ſhould (ceme, was charmed, when ſhe began to ſpeake, ne- 
ver ſo much as ſtirring all the while-the ſtorme laſted. Bur 
when the forſaken Lover perceived , that aſwell at his Mi- 
firiſſes Window, as many others of the neighbours , there 
appeared diuers perſons incited by the loudneſle and noiſe, 
vnwilling to prooue a ſpeRacleto the ſtreer,all baſhfull and 
aſhamed, he returned backe againe toward the Citric lea- 
ving now his amorousſute behind him in the hands of her 
cruelty and contempr, ſo that, within awhile after (an cffet 
cuer incident to ſuch caſes) Loue, which brovght him to 
theſe _ extremities , was turned to ee hatred and 
deepe deſire of revenge; and therefore ſupſeRing the good 
parts and neighbourhood of our Priſoner , as lo having 
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at times ſcene him narrowly prying at Lyſs her window , 
and hauing found them ( ſurprized vnawares that very 
dayin the itealth of ſome amorous ſignes ) - made him reſt 
fully aſſured, thar,her deſire onely, the more to oblige her 
Louer, and no other cauſe had incired his Miſtris to her 
heauy rigour and diſdaine, 

This and his icalous cage together blinding him, he was 
now reſolued to vn-picce the amorous engine, and to ſeuer 
the couple, chuſing(asthe ſureſt means thereunto)to make 
knowneto her Parents what pafled , by the ſtratagem of a 
fained Letter,in ——_— the whole ſtate of the 
buſineſſe as dangerouſly and bloudily as hee could , hee 
cauſed it to be deliuered,bur without ſetting any name vnto 
it ; ſo thatthis and ſome other ſuſpitions of the Parents of 
Liſis canferred together,they made meanes to hauc Gerar- 
do's recourſe to thoſe windowes hindered, which, accor- 
dingly,when hee leaſt ſuſpeRed any ſuch matter,were dam- 
med vp; which was to him ſo ſtrange a nouelty,as (beſides 
his feare that their other conueyances of Letters were made 
knowne) bercaued him almoſt of his vnderſtanding, 

Touching L:f7s,no more needs bee ſaid, but that poore 
ſhe, like one vn-accuſtomed to theſe brunts, grew to ſuch 
extremes,that had not Gerardo plyed her with tained hopes 
of his liberty , ſhee had quickly made an end of her {clfe. 
There is nothing more cheeres a paſſionate ſoule, then the 
diverting her reltleſle vnſertled faculties ; for, with the va- 
ricty of entertainments,ſhee is much diſ.burdengd, 
and miſcrics make no ſettled impreſſion in her; ail which,to 
one depriued oftheſe, ſucceed quite contrary ; as appeared 
in Gerardo, whoſe blinde loue had turned his heart wholly 
into Lzſir; that, forgetting with ſirange negleR, the impor- 
tance of his liberty , all hee ſpoke or thoughr,was no other 
thing but his Z1/s, finding no content atall in any thing, 
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now he was depriucd of herdeare and precious fight. The 
defire of which, (hoping it might attaine to ſome good ef- 
fet,though he was tarre from dreaming a more happy one 
drew neere ) madei1tim one day deſcend into cenain lower 
roomes,that (in the midſtot the Tower) ſerued to keepe 
filch and rubbage which was caſt into them , gheſing that 
ſome of the lights thorow choſe | happely 
looke towards his Miſirefles window : and fo, ficting ſome 
ſtones together,that he might the berter clime vp to them, 
being mounted, ſceing there was little hope of his purpoſe 
that way going angr) downe,as he laid hold vpon one of 
the iron grates barres, to keepe himlclfe fromfalling, the 
onehalfc of it flipt from him : at which ſtrange accident 


mm As 


ſomething troubled, yet looking more y vpon the- 
broken barre,he might ſee that 1rwas cunningly filed, and 
as it ſcemed.co diſlemble the marter,neatly ether 
roy ha .— 9. n——ww b;tuminews matter, that 
the fali ight not be perce! 

Wis lcaviogit ijoyned as hee found it, vvithout 


hereupon 
being by any body eſpicd, be went vp againe to his Cham- 
ber,butnor ſo ſatisfied with the matter, and ignorant of the 
Author,made him thinke it miraculous ; though conſide- 
ring bis owne looſe lite, he ous himſelfe alrogerher vn» 
worthy of ſo celeſtiall a fauour. But (as afterwards he came 
to know)not Ange mE were the Authors of the ſame; 
for, there hauing been not long before,two Gentlemen Pri- 
foners in that Tower and in ſome danger of their lives,they 
tryed that remedy : and the very ſame day they thought to 
hauc cftcRed their ors. were vnexpeRedly (as was 
Gerardo) xemooued to another leſic cloſe Priſon, whereby 
defrauded of their hope , the fruit of their vnperceiued | 
handy-worke remained to the good fortune of our Priſo- 
ner, to which hee ſpeedily prepared his pimble apprehenſi- 
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on asallo his bold courage(all lictle enough in an occafion 
fo deſperately hazardous: ) and taking with a little clue of 
thred(that ſerved him for making vp his Lerters)the depth 
fromthe light to the ſquare of the Towers foundation, hee 
found ſome ten fathom. but from the ſquare to the ground 
he could not meaſure, by reaſon of the maine tones that 
jerted out =_ his principall intent, beeing but to quitthe 
Tower, him totakeno care fora ſecond leape ; and 
ſo, without more adoo, tying the ſhectes ofhis bed and a 
thinne Quilt he had together, which might make in al ſome 
fixe or ſeuen fathom, remitting the reſt to the nimbleneſſe 
and aQtiuitic of his body, and taking away ( when it grew 
towards night) the barre, ſurethat the Laylor was abroad, 
before it growdarker, and he returne,he recommen- 
coy c —__ pain ent —_— cd his 
though,ſcei depth he had to , wroughtno 

ra ang Tg ent ayrree his a 
his love more then life (making him boldly winke againſt 
all ) he inſtantly began to let bimſclfe downe, croſ- 
ſing his legs and armes firongly inthe ſheets, fromthe end 
of which, fetchi m_—_ op, hap ongpees without 
danger uare;and from ce by certaine 

yrs rs ns (crambled tothe ———_— Heauen 
infinit thankes, that with ſs little labour, and witbout ma- 
king any bumane creature priuy to bis purpoſe, hee had ſo 


Gerard knew not his Brother Leowncio's lodging, nor 
where avy the reft of his fricods lay, ignorant of the 1/be- 
rien ſircetes, as having neuer been there before the time of 
his impri b nt nyc 
beginning. by au dn ſhould 
mecte him he got him the my 6 by enghoy dy 
4 OO 735. ww 
2 


wm = _— { 4 a. 4. 4 Mi ©... 
PP PPT Ras OS 


_ 
4: 
: 
Is. 
4 
«. 
' 
| 
8 © 


RN —_— 


—_ 


2.92 GERARDO, 


he ſuppoled himſelfe at the farther end of it, hee enquired 
after a certaine Friarie in the Sub-vrbs, in which , a neere 
friend of his, one of the Religious Order at that time liued; 
where he arriued, bur by reaſon it was now vvaxed lome- 
what late(though he knocked and called lowd in the Porch) 
yetno body came, as (belike) not willing to heare, at leaſl 
not to open to anythat knocked at that time of night, which 
made him (not daring toreturne againe into the Citie , or 

aſle further on) > roclimbe the Garden wall; and as 
bh propoſed to himſelfe,hee forthwith put it in execution : 
but this boldnefſe might very well haue coſt him his life , 
for hee was no ſooner gotten vpon his feete on the other 
ſide, when ſuddenly,with the noiſe his fall made, two fierce 
Maſtiues,theGardens keepers,ſo vnexpeRtedly clozed with 
him, that without giuing him leave or leiſure co help him- 
ſelfe, they tumbled him flat vpon his backe. 

Gerardo had about him a knife of about his hands length, 
(the onely weapon allowed him in the Priſon : ) and fo ſce- 
ing himſclfc halfe woorried, hee couragiouſly drew it out, 
and inſtantly thruſt one of them into the ſhon ribs , who, 
with the paine he felt, leauing him, hee might the berter 
grapple with his companion, that hauing bur onely faſtned 
vpon the folds of his Cloake, gaue Gerardsleaueto get vp, 
and with incredible nimb to skippe into the neereſt 
tree, but ſo bitten and wounded, that Go verily thought 
the anguiſh and cold aire would kill him before moming ; 
but by thattime it began to be light , his comfort was to 
ſee one of the fierce Curres weltring in his owne bloud : 
bur, ſorry though, and vawilling to make himſelfe Owner 
of the diſtaſte, which the good Friars were like to receiuc 
with this accident, eſpecially in ſuch an occaſion when he 
came to be protected by them;heerhought fit ro get him 
trom thence ; and (0, hoping tle forc-gates might bee 0- 
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n, going out the ſame way he came, hee came without 
by any ſcene, tothe Porch, where asking for his 
friend,rhc was quickly brought vnto him: who nor 
onely i yand c y welcomed him , bur ſeeing 
how rhe Dogges had in ſeuerall places of his body bitten 
himyhe was very carefull ro ger his wounds healed. Some 
few dayes after, by aduice of both , the good Friar with 
another his companion,was to goe intorhe Citie , where 
inſtructed well what he ſhould doe) hee diſcreetly leame 
whole ſtate of Gererds's bulineſle ; | 
thar, at the inſtant when hee was in he Toger ning 
there were ſeuerall ſearches made for him, and the Iudges 
alſo cauſed his RE ro bee apprehended 6 
ther with his (cruants that Perce his meanes 
brother had eſcaped: Zh ——— yto work 
ro ſift our the trath ; but the new Priſoners boring fouted 
mnocent enough of the matrer,Leomciorooke no great care 
of ir, onely that which troubled him moſt;was the vncer. 
rainty of his brothers welfare, touching which, the Friar 
ſoone ſatisfied him, by — . him know (tt h not 
whereJthar his Brother wel and in ſafery, ſo that 
Lang cc him ouchcome within a few daycs after, . 
(him elfe with his ſeruants ar liberty) he might ce his lo- 
ued Brother,and with his comforting wiſedomegiue him 
the ſureſt aduice forthe diſparch of his affaires. That 
| vvhich moſt of all afflicted our Gentleman, was, abſence, 
| and the remembrance of his gracious Lifis z for the glad- 
| ſomeneſſe of his libertie made nothim a whit forgerfull, 
| neither could the feare of her dangerous conuerſation one 
jot awaken his ſtupid ſences, rather, hee deſired nothing 
more eagerly, withour all apprehenſion of misfortunes to 
| ſucceed. And fi urely in theſe amorous cares, he had nor 
| the aduantage ouer DIY night of his fortu- 
V 3 nate 
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nate eſcape (yncenaine whether ſhee might retoyce, or be 
forrowfull) indured a kinde of liuing death, moſt irreſol- 
ucdly perplexed,as akogether ignorant what was become 
of her Louer ; or if he were in ſafery, whether hee would 
__— re pe inntand his ſeruancs their 
unprifanment , r J's ing that amongſt 
them, there was onc that had beene obs of 
their amorous Leners, ſhe could nor, nor durſt ſhe blame 
Gerards's loyaltic,trom whom , the ſame day that Leoncis 
and his ſervants were at hberty (the occafion ſeruing, and 
the Meſſenger too free) {he recemed a large Ticket from 
him, wherein be promiſed her, that when the heat of his 
enemics and ome affires might bee a little ouer. 
blowne, hee would ſee her: but her Paſting deſires. could 
brooke no delayes; andtherefore contriaing thatan Aune 
of hers mighe {end for her on of the Citie, (ir being cffe. 
Red) ſhee perſwadedher alſo for particular Deuouon to 
heare Maſle one morrung at the Monaſteric, where Gerar- 
de had taken Sanctuary 2 and giuing notice of it before- 
hand to him, without her Aunts.ſuſpition who. knew not 
him, they had ſome ſhort conference together, and the 
render Louer ſceing himſelfe fo neere that mirrour of 
beauty, holding himſelfe roq. ynworthy fo rare a piece, 
grew more and more enflamed. 

Liſis (no lefſe ſatished) rooke leaue, and from hence (I 
ſuppoſe) the force oftheir loues grew to a further height, 
ſo bs ſhe returning now with her Aunt,and ſhortly after, 
to her ownehome, beganne to thinke ſome poflible 
meanes,that her Gerardoand the might hauca prinar mec- 
ting: and by him,(ſtrange raſhneſſe!) the was many nights 
after vifeed, he being onely accompanied with one truſty 
ſeruant, and in that manner he reſorted to that fide of rhe 


Tower where her window looked to the fields. Burſo 
troublc- 
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troubleſome it was co themgo vnderſtand each other, be- 
ing ſo farre diſtant, thar (incouraged by the conformity of 
their own willing minds, that equally hn in their defires) 
they at laſt reſolued, that Gererde cauſing an artificiall 
thred-Ladder ro bee made) Lr/is ſhould on the night of 
their agreement caſt downe a Rope from her window , 
vvhich faſtencd to _ barres aboue,and the Ladder tyed 
tothar beneath, he might without an Pl difficultic ger vp 
imo ber Chamber. Allthu ſo happily reſolued'on, and 
the prefixed time fer downe x + ſecond enſuing 


pO anuary, and Liſs to her 

that the night, when thcir was made about the 
\chnnadeng ſoftly, not once making his Wife 

[edema mightdiftindtly heare all thar ed berwixrthem , and 

the time to take Gerardo in the manner , and 

knew well enough of our Gentlemans ſuites, and the 

| Gon, careleſſe of his owne and his daughters infamie, in- 
- Siving notice to ſome kinſmen of his, that they _ 


_— not for nought, that the two enamoured Louers, 
inall their were ſo yvary ; tor you ſhal know, 
agreement 

on woo Father of Zzſ:{to her ill fortune )lying awake, 
ls (ifnox dreaming he heard ) _ "nocſe and 
purpoſe, ſtealing our of his bedde and Cham, 

uy ppm window where ſhe was , he 

oy. Arup reement: wherfore returning from whence 
he <pnes and craftily concealing his intent, hee derermis» 
before the matter ſhould bee ſpred abroad , ci.uer ro kill 
bimorconf him inche occalicarobeappehendad, He 
cauſe of his impriſonment; and thinking ir booteleſle to 
treat with him in the way of marriage, in his blinde paſ- 
cited.onely to rcucnge, hee would not, or could not lay 
hold vpon ſome more conuecnient remedy. Whereupon 
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againſt ſuch an houre bee in a readincfle, making knowne 
no further his intent, nor they curious to enquire more, 
bur vvilling ro obey him, all of them in expeQation of the 
bufineſle vvere well prouided. Now the danger thus ſure- 
ly carried,much threatned the life of our ſecure Louer,who 
wholly youny of any ſuch preparation,onely minded the 
accompliſhment of his loues defigne , and in the interim, 
tooke order, to haue the Ladder made cuery way fitting for 
his purpoſe. 

The wiſht for nightapproached, in which ( that his fer- 
nant might more Roely croſſe thorow the Citie ) hee 
ſent-him before with the Ladder , vvilling him to expe& 
him at the Orchard gate, which belongs to a Religious 
Order of the Monaſtery of the Holy Martyrs : { which 
done) not long after, himſelfe rooke the:ſame way, com 
ming to the Mountaines top about elcuen of the clocke, 
and ro the gate where he bade his man to expe him , bur 
found him not there, neither, looking all round aboathim, 
could he get fomuch asa fight of him. The raritic nivch 
troubled him, and made himfſuſpeR ſome miſchancehad 
happened to his ſeruant; yer, thinking with himfelfe, that 
happely the fellow might haue miſtaken him, and vnder- 
ſtood (in fiead of the Orchard Y the Church -doore made 
him without delay goethirherward and looke round abour 
him as he went. 

In this mannerhee drew neerethe Monaftery , whoſe 


© 


—__ -- - 


T 


|= T———————T w 


— —_— 


The confortunate Spamard. 297 


creaſed , and in ficad of —_—— Heauens ayde hee 
was quire tongue-tyed ; but, at laſt his manly refolution 
expelling and getting the maſteric ouer his feare(groping 
on forward) he found a reſt tor his body and hands ; and 
his amazement now prettily well ouer, opening bis eyes, 
which with the gaſtly affrightment of the ſhadow hee ſaw, 
were betore cloſed , hee perceived hee was now at the 
Church doore: ſothat, leaning vpon the iron railes be- 
fore it, andafterward fitting him quietly downe in the 
Porch, he might heare a huſhrt,and confuſed ſound of Yoi- 
ces, and frequent blowes by intermiſſions, to which ſome- 
what more lifiningly hearkening, hee might plainely 
know thart all of it was cauſed by the Religious men of 
that Order, who atthoſe houres certain nights ofthe weeke 
vied'to ſcourgeand diſcipline themſclues ; vvhich in this 
occaſion, ſerued as an alarme to Gerardo, to rowze vp his 
drowzy ſpirits, and vvorke a feeling compunGtion in his 
hardened heart, as from his eyes it drew compaſſionate 


teares. 
* And inſtantly the gem = paſſages of his life were 
repreſented vnto him , his diſordinate affeQions likewiſe, 
and the danger into which by Niſe and her friends he was 
drawne ; together with his no leſſe happy eſcape from 
impriſonment. After this, hee began to conſider the fin- 
courſe he was now in,which hee oughtrather to lcaue, 
or indeed conuerrt his life into a deuout and Chriſtian pro- 
feſſior.Laſtly(weighing with himſelf) that happely all thoſe 
Religious ſoules were not indebted to ſuch bitter ſacrifices, 
nor _ their crimes of the torments they put them- 
ſelues to,that his juſtly might merit; yer norwithſtanding, 
they(poore men)rtearing their macerared fieſh,held onthar 
firitcourſe; his contrition was ſuch, that without further 
expeQation ſhutting the doores of his defires,and retiring 
his 
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his vvcaried remembrance from the intimate affeion of 
Liſis, he reſolucd to leaue her and itinthe fate itnow was : 
and vvith this happy determination, about to returne, he 
ſiumbled and had like to haue fallen vpon his man, who 
careleſſe enough of any ſuch accident, lay faſt aſleepe vpon 
the cold earth, not hauing in all this vvhile once perceiued 
his Maſter , vvhich made him not alittle vvonder, but awa- 
king him, he bade him follow; and fo they held on their 
way, faire and ſoftly to the Citie. So farre backe on his 
vvay was hee gonten, as to come inſt even vvith Zr/es her 
Tower and Bay-window ; vvhono ſooner ſaw one paſſe 
(as being ſure1t could be noother then her Louer) bur wi 

a tender and pittifull voyce ſhe began to call bimz which 
notes, touching Gerards 5 cares, (like Syrens accents) wor- 
ked in him the cffeRs , that they in the heedlefle Mariner, 
depriuing him ſo ſtrangely of his remembrance , as if there 
neuer had beene any ſuch things as vvhat formerly befell 
him : ſo, vnableto go further on the ſtrong Remvers of bis 
diſordinate luſt ſeizing his ill-gouern'd Barke) hee returned 
backe where his Miſtris expeQed him : excufing as well as 
he could, his ſtay; but ſhe (deſiring more neerely to bee ſa- 
tisfied) caſt downe the Rope, to which as hee would haue 
tycd the Ladder, foure men roſe baſtily vp, out of thoſe 0- 
uer-growne weedes that encompaſſed the walles, and with 
drawne {words ſet vpon him and his feruant. It may well 
be ſuppoſed how much the accident amazed him, bur per- 
ceiuing the certaintic of his dangeryhe fell as ſpeedily ro his 
defence. Gerardo (by reaſon of the Ropes to fa» 
{ten the Ladderto it) had gotten vpon a lirtle dung- hill, 
which ſtood to more aduantage then the reſt of the ground, 
fo raiſed by ſometraſh chat was ordinarily throwne out of 
the windowes, whereby his cnemies (not able- to income 
paſſe him round) were forced to come all before , _ 
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made his refiftance ſomewhat the leffe dithcult though all. 
had bezne inſufficient, it at the ſame inſtant, with the noiſe 
and | 


and ſecing by the ocher -for occafion their reuenge 


was prevented; yer —_ Ing that now with lefſe dan 
they might apprehend or ki the partie,they made forws,q 
tothe cuent: butheauen was pleaſed ta free Gerardo from 
thatextremiric, and to permit, that they, who foughtwith 
bim, theſe were of his partie, be. 
by the approch of 
ontrarics imagined) 


ing mantully about him, as in like manner ſent their 1. 
turne of blowes till ac 
parc, nnd the cher, ing were gotten as 
| : hp 


confeflion ; which Geraras 
make away,they 
wing trees hid th clues, 
» [eturned to the Citie, and 


Acthis time L44s, (who ſeeing the morrall danger her 
Louer was in, was falnc into a faine ſwoune, and new come 
outofit) no ſaoner tooke notice of her father and kindred, 
when, _ verily that they knowing of her afteQion, 


with this miſcrablc imagination , tearing the like ſacrifice 
ſhould be made of her; and at laſt hearin that pitrsfull 
Yoyce from amidſt the anneg toope call for contefſion : 
with: 1, 
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withall, that her father and friends returned haſtily into the 
ing to her,it was her Ge- 


Fort, her amorous paſſion ſugg 
4 cars. and none neere to 


gone foure ſteps downe, when intang | 
weakened by the ſudden affrighrment, or the ſecretiudge- 
ment of high Heauen ſo diſpoſing it, ſhe tumbled dawne 
to the ground, atthe inſtant that NI 
height of his revengeful furic,to his ſad griefe & tor- 
ment, became a wirnes ofthe lamentable diſaſterghe birter- 
nes of which bereauing him of iud WAS CUEN Tea- 
dy to hauc accompanied his vnfortunate child;they that ac- 
companied him too, came out with Torch-hi going 
to the where Lzſis fell, found hernot, tor (by reaſon 
of the hilles ſlo thereabouts, and the force of her fall 
with her owne forgerfulneſſe ) ſhee was ſent as farre as the 
thicke Elmes, where the party fell,that the wretched Dame 
tooke for her Louer; and (though pirifully bruiſed with her 
fall) ic ſcemed ſhe would be a ſharer with him in his morrall 
agonic. Herethen with extremity of anguiſh, the diſcom- 
fortable father found her, and though the vitall breath had 
net quite leftthe pale disfigured Trunke, fhee was as good 
as dead ; whoſe miſerable body the father taking in his 
armes,and ſprinkling ber wanne face with his teares, ac- 
knowledging (too late his raſh preceeding) ſuch and ſo 
great were his wofull lamentations, as might haue rurned a 
Nube to (oftneſſe : but his griefes did not ſo end, for his 
kinſmen going to ſee the dead Gerarads that lay in thoſe 
gloomie thades, (reſolued of their doubrs) co their firange 
admiration, might perceiue the death-ſtrucke bodie of the | 
gallant Liſcno, whole reuengefull mind had hurried him to | 
thatend, he (you may remember) offended with Liſs, and | 
envying 
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enuying the happineſle of her new Louer , not onely con- 
rriued the Letrer,and advice given to her father,but aſſoone 
alſo as he had notice of the Priſoners eſcape, ſuſpeQiog, 
and not without likelihood, that at one time or other hee 
would not faile (hortlyto ſee his Miſtris , (his opinion not 
decceiuing him ) hee purpoſed foto handlethe marter, that 
Gerardo might no longer follow his pretenfion;and thinking 
that to take revenge cruell enough of Li{/r,vvas,to remoue 
from her the cauſe of her affeQion: vvith this intent hauing 
ſeverall nights vvarched Gerardo, this (his owne laſt) hee 
tooke three of his friends vvith him, (fure friends indeed, 
that ſo baſcly forſooke him vvhen he had his deaths wound) 
that hiding themſclues in the ouer-growne Weedes, ſer vp- 
on Gerardo, vvith the fucceſle here ſet downe. Now Li/is 
her father and his kindred fearing the generall danger,that 
might befall them, returning to the ſad Manſion, they in- 
deuoured all they could for ſome time, to concealethe wo. 
full Tragedie; but it was not poſlible for them to do ſo, in 
reſpe& of the noyſe and ſhrickes of the 'mother and her 
maides, together vvith the lowde exclamations of the pit- 
tifull Amz#nts, that breaking thorow the ayre, made known 
the vvhole proceeding : ſothat now euery man began to 
ſhift forhimſclte the beſt he could, All the reſt ofthe nighe, 
and part ofthe next day,vvas the vafortunate Lifs dying, 
and at laſt inthe morning, in the Eaft of her age , her life 
was ſet, and ſhee expiring, gaue vp her noble ſpirk to her 
pious Maker. 

Farre from the leaſtthoughr ofhis Miftriſſes ſudden end, 
(vvhilit theſe things paſſed) was Gerardo ſecure in his Co. 
vent, now in contemplation of his incredible accidents, 
and rendring high Heauen condigne thankes, that pleaſed 
to free him from the danger. In tine (his night paſſing on 
in ſuch profitable matchfulacde) day approched , by what" 

time 


—_ CU—_ 


30% GERARDO, 
time Leſens's bloody end was _ thorow the whole 
Cirtic, and conſequently the vntimely death of the faire L:- 
fir came to her Louers cares. At firſt the vnlikelihood ba- 
niſhed all credit from Gerergs's breſt, but beeing viſited by 
his brother Leonc'o , he not onely told him the certaintic of 


extraordinary ſearch to be made im, 
cular houſes, as Churches and Monafteries,(which 
to the diſcreet Leewcio, and vviſcly 
&s) the forced him to ſhift for himſelte; and fo to his 
icfe he di of his flight, and vvithin two dayes in an 
Olay Spater Allen foreuee reidabich pacpe 
tiuc pazne Adicu for cuer; 

embracing his brother, and vnwilling ( for the ſecrecic of 
his affaires) tomake vic of any fcruant , hee tooke his vvay 
toward the next fitting Sca-Port : but yet before hee went, 
hee left and che laſt funerall Obſequics, duc to 
_——_—  — 


; each Fie 


Eternall Apr | doth 
Looke, if the ada mm _ 


A Soule (once thine) all teares, for want of thee : 


When 
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when I was doubly pris ner by thine eyes, 
How little drears't 1 of, Here Lifis lies > 
Or, whey « ſmile 


ſbip _ Go 

At left, mbow glad/awe Port ſbe leanes behind, 

lee the ſmooth waters court her , and falſe nind , 
Til, when s ſudden guſt and forme doth riſe, 
Rocke-daſhed, ſbe becomes the Oceans prize, 
Line ( yet) moy Liſts, an thy Marble Tombe,, 

bl Time bearers date, free from Oblimons deome.. 
That, when the world's aft paſſenger dr awes neere,. 

In is-corruptcd letters may appeere: 


Here Z5fs lies, that leap't from vicall breath, 
To mect a Loucria ofdeath. 


Hauing travelled all aight, day came on, vvith vvhoſe 
approach and cleereneſle, he vvas a little reuiued; yerhel- 
ding the light lefle ſecure for the ſafety of his vvithe 
our delay, (to auoid the danger of fuch as might follow 
him,leauing the roade) he got inco the thickeſt and vvildeſt 
parts of the famous Aþpaxerresx Mountaines. His ni 
Oy ſotharlooki 
about him for a fit place to giue his body ſome reſt in, 
the ſudden a noiſe and w murmure of ſome 
neere hand diuerted him from his » Many times 
the very ſhaking of leaues cauſeth ſuſpirion in thoſe that are 
(like Gerarde) flying; and fo a lighter cauſe might haue 
troubled him, He vras cucnabout to haue turned backe 
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againe, but (cre aware) he vvas too farre engaged,and got. 
ten (0 neere, that lirring either forward or backward, hee 
muſt needes be diſcouered; vvherefore confirming his vva- 
uering reſolution, he determined to goe on z and fo tying 
his horſe to a Maſticke tree, he alighted,and taking his Pe- 
tronell,that hung at the Saddle.bow, in his hand, the berter 
(if need ſhould be) to defend himſclfe, hee vvent very gin- 
gerly on,toward the place,from whence he heard the noiſe: 
and vvilling to apprech as neere as was poſſible, by and by 
alamentable voyce increaſing by degrees vpon him, made 
him at lengrthtake land, and giue care to the enſuing dole- 
full expreflions. 

Is it poſſible, Don Dzego, that ſo beaſtly and lufifull a paſ- 
fion ſhould thus brutiſhly depriue thee of all humaniric ? 
and if for thine owne ſake thou bee not at all mooued, yer, 
can the blood of thy noble Kinſman, and the knowing mee 
to be his, preuaile no more to ſtay thee from thy barbarous 
attempt ?. Totheſe complaints, he might alſo by the chan- 
ging of the voyce, heare this reply: Tis vaine (faire and 
cruell Owner mine with lowd words to hinder my pleaſure, 
there being nothing to keepe me from the ſatisfying that, 
from vvhich (had my asthou denieft,cnioyed thee) 
'rwere impoſſible to diſſwade me ; and therefore protra& 
nor, Sweet, my glory, by enforcing mee to loſe all pitti. 
Ay me! what ſhall Idoe ? replied the other, with a mourn» 
full grone : Cannot my teares,Don Diego, make thee relent? 
nor the forc't pleaſure ofa rauiſh't creature ? well, fincem 
curſt fortune hath brought me to this ſad paſſe, be aſſured, 
that before thou execute thy luſtfull purpoſe, it ſhall bee 
firſt with my death. Here the afflited voyce gaue ouer, 
teauing Gerardo in deepe ſuſpence with her wofull com- 
plaints: who percciuing that they beganne to grow now to 
extremitie, determined rather to lole his life , then —_— 
ue 
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leeuethe diſtreſſed party; and thinking it to bee the aft of 
Heauen, to guide him to ſo neceſſary a remedy, ruſhing 
forward with his Petronel aduanc'r, hee came to the place, 
where he might ſee two men ſiruggling on the graſle, (one 
of them (as it ſeemed) the partie, that vanquiſhed, ſent our 
thoſe _ which ſpeRacle ſo mooucd Gerardo, that ex- 
tremely inraged , clapping his Piſtoll ro his girdle, and 
drawing his ſword, he made to the Couple : but no ſooner 
got the guiltie party a ſight of him, when letting looſe the 
other, that lay quite breathleſſe vnder him, he auoyded the 
firſt blow; bur running to lay hold on his weapon that lay 
by the reſt of his Clothes , hee was prenented by a ſecond 
from Gerardo, who(reaching him with a terrible {laſh in the 
head) made him tumble ſenceleſleto the ground; where he 
had preſently diſpatch't him, (ſo much had his baſeneſle in- 
cenſed him ) had not the other ſtepping berweene with 
teares begged his life. Gerards till then had not ſcene that 
face, nor the intangledreſſes of haire , which were looſe- 
ned inthe aforeſaid contention; and therefore perceiving 
his miſtake , and that the party (though diſguized) was a 
woman, he granted her requeſt, and rimeto him that lay on 
the ground, to riſe; bur ſo — and diſ-heartened 
with the loſſe of much blood, that minding no other re- 
vengethen the ſauing his life, he asked leaue of Gerardo to 
depart; who (reuiling him a little for his vn-worthineſle) 
ſoonecondeſcended , and courteoully firſt helped him to 
mount vpon one of the two horſes that flood tyed vp to 
the hedge. 
| Gerardo was not io heedleſſe, but that (ſeeing in what 
manner this man parted) he ſought to preuentall danger, 
and making knowne ſo much to his new companion, hel- 
| ping her withall co horſe, and mounting his owne, they ha- 
. fied ro the high-way, riding ſpeedily on, till ſuch time , as 
X (ſuppo-+ 
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(ſuppoſing they were far enough from the former place 
wa ronurpd paſſe the heate of the day, each i 
chuſing in the pleaſant ſolitude of thoſe Mountaines a con- 
uenient thcker, 

The carneſt defire Gerarde had to haue full notice of 
this paſt Aduenture,bred no (mall care in him, maruclling 
as well atthe vnexpected chance, as the ſingular beauty 
and good parts of the afflited Dame , who, conſidering, 
in what hazzard ſhe had becn,and the danger from which 
Gerardo freed her,cxtremely thankctfull ro his Noble pro- 
ceeding , was ledde on with the ſame thoughes touching 
him, defiring by all mceanes to know, who it was to whom 
ſhe vvas ſo much obliged: wherefore, vnableto reſiſt lon- 

cr her affcRionate longing, ſhe firſt of the two, with this 
peech to Geraras , broke (tlence. | 

When your generous procecding, worthy Sir, might 
not warrant my curiofitic, your vndaunted valour ſhewed 
in hazzarding your life,to repaire my honour, would tye 
me to requeſt your name zf{ince, knowing that , together 
with the noble parts wherewith Heauen hath bleſt you, I 
fall at leaſt acknowledge with them the Owner of my 
life, » whom, for the reſtoring of mine honouriir is in- 
dcbred. 

Leſſe carneft intreaties would hauec ſerued Gerards, and 
made him paſſe by all difficulties or dangers to obey her; 
and therefore loth ) to loſe aduantages,euen in courteſies, 
with a pleaſing countenance he thus anſwered ; Omitting, 
faire Gentlewoman , the ſmall ſervice I haue done you 
(which deſerues not ro call you a Debtor ) the meritof ſo | 
great beauty,and the diſagreeing habiryou weare,together i 
with the late accident, make me ſo defirous to know their t 
Ociginall, thatI ſhould be moſt willing co obey your com- L 
mand, if in exchange, I might vnderſtand it: and,confident, 

that 
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that you vvill herein fauour me, referring my ſelfe to your 
courteſie; you ſhall know, that my Country is Caftile , my 
birth-place Madrid, and my name [the firſt time happely 
ouw1ill have heard it) Gerardo, Gererds (laid ſhee) it that 
ſo ( with a bluſtering alceration ſhe interrupted him)ci- 
ther you are he, whom of all the men in the world , I moſt 
defireto ſee, or there be more of thename : yer, to reſolue 
my doubr,be pleaſed, beſcech you,to let me know , if you 
haue at any time beene a Priſoner , in the famous Citic of 
Ilkberis. Well might Gerardo have feared no few inconue- 
niences by conſcfling this rruth,but his free condition nei- 
ther could nor would diſlemble it ; which the faire Dame 
no ſooner vnderſtood; when (her es ſwimming in teares 
of ioy) ſhe ranne haftily to anbeacefaies, laying, "Twas nor 
for my remedy to proceed fr6 any other hand:and 
certainly to yours, Heauen hath reſerued the cheering and 
caſc of afflited hearts : for,firſt you were not onely a com- 
fort to my beloued Leawdyo, in that miſcrable eſtate of his 
impriſonment, bur alſo, intheſe defarts, r ineflima- 
ble valour,you bauc ſuccoured me his wefull Pledge. Hea- 
ucn that you in both eccaſions for aremedie to 
our misfortunes, reco what you deſerue from Y1e- 
lante and Leandro, and ſo leauing her words, ſhe beganne 
greedily againe to caſt her armes about Gererds, whole ad- 
miration 1 can hardly deſcribe. When he heard this, and 
knew that ſhee before his eyes was the diſcreet Damethar 
coſt his friend Leandro ſo PE moments (as in 
the Hiſtory fo ſirange and no heard , vvhich vvas 
interru As mami new impriſonment, 
that broke off the Tragicall Narration : and therefore mar- 
wm 20, with ſo admirable a ſucceſſe ) hee 
began with more lively affeion, and courteſic,to offer his 
(cruice, relling her, how —— eſteemed Leawdre, _ 
2 | 
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how glad hee was at preſent ( had the danger beene farre 
reater)to have aduentured himſclfe for one that ſo necres» 
y concerned his friend : bur withall his curioſitic a-freſh 
inciting him (for /:olentes ſtrange diſguize, and the vnex- 
peed knowing her, equally moued him) he could not bur 
requeſt her to leade him out of that Labyrinth , by letting 
him know how ſhe came to her extremitie. 

The faire Dame willing to expreſſe her gratitude, and 
hearing likewiſe from Gerardo's mouth, the moſt eſſentiall 
part of that pleaſing Story of their loucs, was glad (though 
to her honours coſt) to afford him that ſmall content ; and 
therefore taking her be inning,where Leandro ended, (not 
without a few reares, efteAts of a bitter remembrance) ſhe 
began the reſt of the Hiſtory in this manner : There hath 
neuer beene enterprize ſo difficult, but perſeverance hath 
attained vnto it z whether LZeandrs's then were worthy a 
more glorious conqueſt, your ſclie, Beſt Gerardo, ſhall bee 
Judge, determining in your honoured breſt, whether m 
- could haue beene greater, fince it proceeded fo 
farre, asto make me almoſideſeruc the rigorous tile of a 
cruell Anaxarete. 

Indeed ( vanquiſht atlaſt) Ireſolued ro equall his loue 
with like afteQion z and ( to this purpoſe) inſtruiing him 
what he ſhould doe,that wee might as that night enioy our 
ſclues ; the greateſt part ofthe atternoone being ſpent , Le- 
andro( tor fo we agreed ) faining himſelfe ill at caſe, and 
telling my Husband hee would goeto bed, made as if hee 
went to his Chamber for that purpoſe ; but from thence 
(my good-man yeeldinga fic opportunitie) hee went our, 
leauing his owne doore bur pulled too, and fo came ro my 
Chlnbes, where, for more aflurance, I made him get be- 
tweene the bed-Curtaines and the wall. 

. This diligence was of neceſſity to be vſcd before-hand, 
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|» Jnr Pere at night vſcd to locke our Chamber 
doore, and that which was neereſt Leandro's : who (bythe 
way) had alſo deſired my Husband, that hee ſhould by no 
meanes awake him, becauſc (as he ſaid) his wantot reſt 
was the cauſe of his indiſpoſition: but this was to prevent 

longing defire te ſee bim : my heart was at this time in 
a firange difiraQtion of ivy and feare; for,vnaccuſiomed to 
ſuch cares, the expeQation of my pleaſure was much 
leſſened, and bappely this vnquiet alteration in me , might 
bee the fore-runner of the fad ſucceſſe you ſhall firaight 

Iknow not how it came topaſſe, but from the firſt day 
of my Leawdro's being with vs, there was a great league of 
friendſhip,berweene him and the Vicar of our towne , by 
whom he was for his vvants ſupplyed vvith moneyes, and 
now and then viſited. 

This Vicar having been abſent from him all the time of 
his fickneſſe,comming home as that night from a iourney, 
and vnderſtanding by his people in how great danger Le- 
andro had been, ſuppoſing he performed not the part of a 

ood friend, it he did not(as ſoone as he had knowledge of 

R is ſickneſle, ſee him) leauing his owne houſe, immediately 

4 he came tours, vvhere (though the doore was ſhut ) hee 

n called our, and my Husbandhearing his Voice , preſently 

4 roſe and opened vnto him. I could not in any time know 

FI vvho it vvas; for carcleſſe too ofany danger, the defire on- 
c 
c 


ly of ſeeing my good-man laid to reſt, kept me awake, and 
us I wanted meanes to ſhift Leandro away ; for whom the 


A Vicar asked, and for all his (ickneſſe and defire of reft vvas 
'y made knowne vnto him, yethe would not be ſatisfide nor 
"4 away,vvithour ſecing bim : whereupon my Husband nor 

vvilling to gaineſay his will, was glad to obey him; vvhen 
d, (calling atthe Chamber) he no ſooner touched the doore, 
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bur he might ſee it opgn,and Leandro miſſing, fo that with 
no ay be uit hee vvent downe and told the Vicar o 
much,& aſluring himſcltc he muft needs be within doores, 
beſides, his icalous condition eafily egging and perſwa- 
ding him on,atlaft hetraced our the truth,and our hard for. 
tunc ; aad fo haſtily diſpatching away the Vicar, vnable 
longer to keepe in his torment , he inftantly came running 
intoour Chamber; vvherc finding me at my wits end, and 
my colour quite loſt ( for the diſcoucred buſineſle had left 
me like a dead body) confirming his ſuſpition, he began to 
pry vp and downe the roome. Imagine, good Gerardo, to 
vvhat extremitie I was brought,thatthough my immiacne 
danger was ſoneere , I had not the power or flrength to 
runne into ſomeplace of ſafety, My husband hauing efpicd 
Leandrogranne at him with his ſword : but hee perceiving 
before-hand his danger,had preſently gotten to the light ; 
and (putting it out) had meanes to ſlip by the thruſt ; bur 
his perſecutor running blindly on, ſtopped nor, till hee had 
clozed with him, ſo that I might now perccine they vvere 
both grappled together, though my faint heart durſt now 
no longer ſtay toexpeR the ifſue; and ſuppoſing the worſt, 
runaing ſuddenly down to the ſtreet doore, Left my houſe, 
and topped nor, till I was gotten into the fields ( fortune 
being in this more fauourable to me, then my misfortunes 
could expe) forfalling accidentally vpon the high-way to 
i'beris, a Coachpaſſed by thitherward with paſſengers, 
who (when Lhad recommended my miſerics with a world 
of fighes and tearesto their pitties)were ſo compaſſionate- 
ly charitable,asrotake me along withthem to the aforeſaid 
Citic ; whither as ſoone as I arrived, making ſale of thoſe 
few Iewe!s I wore at my cares, necke and hands , with the 
moazyes , I might foc ſome time :clicue my neceſſities, 
Heaucn likewiſe was plcaſcd ro affoord mc the haypineſle 
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and company of certaine vertuous Gentlewomen , with 


whom afitrI had ſome few dayes remained, I difpatcht a 
ſecret Metlenger to Ofana,charging him, ſtrictly to inform 
himſdlfe of my vifortunareaffaires , and giving him like. 
wiſca Lettertor my Leendro,if(to my griefe and ſiſpition) 
he had bin that nighe raken Priſoner, which indeed could 
not otherwiſe be, conſidering how ſubie&T left him to 
my Husbands clutches and cryes. ( All which effected , 
and the Meſſenger returned) I vnderſtood by Leanare's 
lines, what had paſſed from the very inſtant;that my fright 
ſent me packing: at which time, as my husband :nd hee 
were ſtruggling together, Leandro perceiving,that it either 
he gorthe aduantage,himſelfe was ſure to be ſlain,or, thar 
the other with his noiſe might call ypthe warch , fo that 
his danger vvas euery way cquall, relying wholly vpon 
his naturall defence of life and forced as it were to a de(- 
e courſe, he ſtabbed my Husband with a Ponyard he 
ad on , whereof vvithin few houres he dyed . Leandro 
rooke Sanfuary in the firſt Church he could finde open: 
where being by divers perſons laid vyait for, asa ſtranger 
they perſecuted him, andthe Iuſtice of the place taking 
notice of the buſineſſe, cauſing a ſtrong Guard to watch 
about the Church, hindred his ſally : yer his friend the 
Vicar ſtucke cloſe to him, as had the caſe beene his owne, 
reſiſting their going about ro rake him from the holy re- 
fuge, vvhich, indeed ar firſt they ſought ro haue done de 
fatto. My ſoulecuen melted vyhen I read theſe wofull 
paſſages, as well for hauing liued ſo long in my Husbands 
company, as in reſpect alſo of the tender affeftion hee al- 
waies bore me : and laſtly, conſidering him by my light 
roceeding, ſo rnhappily made away, could not our in a 
eſt of Marble hayc cauſed a lamenrable effec. 
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Bur m on ſhall not prolong my Story , which 
{not ou, La affich wy ſelfe) I much de. 
fire ro end, Andtheretore, Noble Sir, conſidering my 
being alone for want of my Louer, and the impolsibi 
tic of ſouldring my errour , determining to fſceke his 
proteftion that was the cauſe of it, I vvrote to him a ſe- 
cond Letter, defiring him by all mcanes to lcaue the 
place vyhere he was, and come ro mc, making knowne 
ynto him (the better to diſpoſe him to the iourney ) my 
great affliction, which he no ſooner recciued, when, not 
withour great danger, furthered by his friend the Vicar, 
he accompliſhed my deſire, But Heauen or my aducrſc 
fortune permitted not that it ſhould rake fic : for Lean- 
dro had no ſooner ſer footing on the threſhold of m 
doore, when, encompaſſed by officers ( though he did 
he might to defend humſelfe) he was ſeized on and carried 
to Priſon : ſo farre preuailed the vigilant ſagacitie of m 
Husbands kindred, who following him that night hee] 
Oſuns,; and keeping aloofe till hee was alighted, had lei- 
ſure to prepare Officers, that , following hum to my lod. 
ging,he was no ſooner comethither(T hearing his voice,& 
riſingtolerme in) but hee was beſer with clamour and 
noiſe. Wherefore ſceing my new danger, inſtantly crol- 
ſing our Turrets and Tyles of houſes, I got mee into fafe- 
ty , inwhich I wasnotalittle happy, for they left no place 
in my houſe vnſearched, induced by their ſuſpitions of Le 
andro's comming thither, 

To declare the torment this ſecond diſaſter bred in me, 
were to begin a new Tragedy , and therefore leaving it as 
ſuperfluous, you ſhall heare the reſt of our ſucceſſe. M 
courage was not loſt, rather, after ſome few conſiderati. 
ons, began more to increaſe, ſince, now in perſon I = 
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ſee my Leandro , and by comming diſguized,and at vnſca- 
ſonablerimes to one of the Priſon gates, ſpeake ro him ; 
where I had full notice of all theſe particulars : withall he 
told me how contentedly he liued, and was lodged vvith 
you in your Chamber , till ſuch time as your remoouall 
from Priſon, made vs both(without flattery) leſſe happy. 

With this poore comfort atthe aforclaid place, we gaue 
ſome little caſe to our griefes,though fortune, nor ſatisfide 
with what wee had already ſuffered, fo diſpoſed our af- 
faires,that our enemics had notice of our priuate confe- 
rence, yet there wanted not ſome friends, who, by way of 
anticipation did let Leandro know, how fit it was for him 
not toler me periſh,but prouide for my ſafety : which he 

reſently pur in practiſe, taking order to ſend me as ſecrer- 

as might be with this Lettcr ofhis ro the Citic of A/- 
werie, with which (re-commending mee to the careand 
company of certaine Gentlewomen his kindred) he com- 
mitred me to a Couſin-germanes of his to accompanie 
mein the journey, and ſerue mee in any occaſions by the 
way z who performed the rruft giuen ro his charge {o 
faithfully, thar, hadI not, by Heauens good prouidence, 
and your noble courage bin relicued, I had cither by this 
time been by him ſlaine, or depriued of mine honour by 
his barbarous luſt. 

Herethe diftreſſed Yiolante ended her ſo long-wiſht-for 
Story by Gererds , which made vvay to his thankes, 
who,as full of admiration , as the ſtrangeneſle of thoſe ac- 
cidents required , perceiving the eraceial Dame begin to 
ſigh a-freſh,commilſerating her ſolitude, and the being by 
her bafe companion left, his noble heart not ſuffering him 
to doe leſſe, regardlefſe of lifes hazzard,hee reſolued to ac- 
company her, till ſuch time as ſhe might ſafely arrive —_ 
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wiſhed journeys end, - Within a day or two they came to 
the Citic of Almeria, where iolante, delivering the Letter 
of her impriſoned Loucr to his Kinſwomen, was by them 
ioytully recciued : and Gerardo thinking now hee had fully 
complide with all humanitie, (not without teares and a lo« 
uing imbrace from the ſad Dame) rooke leaue,and parted: 
And hearing that in the next Port-Towne a Ship was 
ready to ſet ſayle for Genoa,glad of his paſſage agree- 
ing with the Maſter, he purpoſcd with the next 
dayes faire winde, to leauc Spaine, and 
begin his Voyage, 


The end of the firſt Diſcourſe of the 
ſecond Part. 
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Sx ERARDO with the nights approach 
p< <a withdrew to his Chamber « where his me- 
4 8 morie renuing palt diſaſters, and wandring 
Wy] intheir vvretched contemplation, with this 
>! vvatchfulneſſe hee ſtole ſome howers (be- 
" fore it vvas due) vpon ſoft reſt: and fo,van» 
quiſhedyvith leaden (lumber,he commirted his wearie cies 
to lcepe\ But not long had hee beene ſettled to _ flum- 
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bring , vvhen his fancic falling ro vvorke , made him 
dreame, that bis Lodging was with Officers, who 
comming to apprehend him, had broken the doore 

him. This fright toſſing him to and fro, ſoone awoke him, 
ſo that opening his cycs, and looking about him, he mighr 
by the ſnuffe of a candle left burning by him , ſee a white 
Bulk ruſhing in at a window, that not farre from his beddes 
head was violently puſhed open, which cauſed ſuch a ſud- 
den alteration in him, that though hee had it faſt in his 
armes, he could hardly beleeue it was a naked man , that in 
one hand carried a {mall fardle, and in the other his ſword; 
on whoſe Hilts the waric Gerardo caught hold , and was a- 
bout to haue raiſed the houſe, had not the vnexpeded 
Cheſt with gentle intreaties,and this enſuing diſcourſe kept 
him from it : For Heauens ſake, noble Sigaior, diſcoucr 
me not, fince my comming hither was no way to wrong 
you, bur onely (to my griefe)to flic a moſt vnluckie danger: 
and hauing climbed from houſe to houſe, I could nox ill 
this time- find a doore or window open, whereby I might 
eſcape thoſe that I ſuppoſed followed mee. Pardon, deare 
Signior, my forc't rudeneſle, and giue mee your ſuccour, 
fiace Heauen and my good fortune haue impoſed a necel- 
ſaric obligation on you. The courteous Gerardo was ſtrucke 
dumbe with this language, _ re-colleQing himſelfe, 
not any way doubting the party , hee gaue him tull credit, 
and (more compaſſionate) his armes to boote : whereby 
the other now ſomwhat ſecure, vnlooſing preſently his far- 
dle, began to clothe himſclfe , and foone appeared as 
lantto Gerards's fight, as hee had (bur cuen now) ghaſtly; 
who fel into a new admiration alſo by the following euenr, 
The equall fright that poſſeſſed both, had hitherto rebbed 
them of their better heed; but becing each now more quie- 
ted, they ao ſooner tooke a freſh view of one another _y 
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Gerardo was knowne by his new companion, and he alſo b 
Gerardo ; who with no ſmall amazement, firſt breaking {1- 
lence, ſaid , If Idreame not,and my eyes be not inchanted, 
this is not the firſt timethey haue ſeene you, You arc in the 
right, worthy Gerarde, ſaid the other; for, time was, when 
wee were companions in miſcrable impriſonment, from 
whence I by a heauy ſentence was freed , the ſame day that 
your felt was remooued tothe firong Fort of Alhambra; tro 
thence (as fince alſo I heard)you fortunately eſcaped.Glad- 
der would Gerardo haue beene that his misfortunes had 
beene lefſe publike; but making no ſhew of diſtruſt in his 
friend, hee roſe vp, and cheerectully — throughly 
knew him to be Claudio Alcine, a Gentleman of good qual- 
tic of Almeris; who from thence, afterlong impriſonment, 
ſome offences was remooued to Granada: hee retur- 
ning thelike courtefie, and infolding Gerard in his claſped 
armes, fayd, In theſe armes I may reſt well aſſured of my 
ſafetie,which are ſufficient to free mee from a greater dan- 
ger then the preſent, though this bee nor ſo ſmall, butir 
might much trouble ſome other, deftiture of your valorous 
companie. Your courteſje preuents the phraſethat I oughe 
rather to vſe, quoth Geraras, but our danger is cquall, and 
therefore let vs equally comply vpon all occafions with our 
obligation. From this they paſſed on toother diſcourſe, 
till by lictle and little they fell won the occaſion that 
brought Claudio to the narrow ſtrait. Gerards defired to 
know it, not ſo much out of any curiofitic , as to giue his 
friend the beſt aduice he could,for preuenting growing in- 
conueniences; who ghefling at Gerards's intent, though the 
night inuited them toa more quiet divuerfion , ingaged in 
the buſineſle (the other atrentiuely liſtening)he thus began: 
ow you may haue heretofore knowne the cauſe of my 
impriſonment, as becing the originall of this preſent ſuc- 
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celle, it (hall be neceſlaric, thacI refreſh it here againe, but 
with all the ſuccinQneſle that may be. Some fixe yeeres 
ſince, from the Cittic of Mara: , tothis place where now 
we are, to diſcharge an Office which the King had confer- 
red vpon him, there came a Gentleman with his houſe and 
family ; and amongſt them a faire moan vvholc rare 
perſonage hath beene and is , the chictc ſubicR of my mis- 
forcunes : hername, for ſome reſpeRs, I conceale, theugh 
to make good the Story , wee will ſupply it with Silas, to 
whom my cruell lot ſo violently deſtin'd me, that from the 
very firſt momentin which I beheld her,ncither tedious ab. 
ſence, nor infinite troubles , haue once beene able to tem- 
per the heate of my burning affeRion; which fromthe very 


—— 
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ficſt inſtance continuing more and more,grew to 
be aflame. The firſt rimeI ſaw her was at a Bull-cunning, 
where hauing vpon a goodly Giner ſcuerall luc- 
kie exploices, I 


anto be w—— and vpon 
a ſecond encounter , as ſhee was comming from Church, 
- more gracious; at which time I was bold to ſpeake to her, 
I mnmraagetec, | wavy, cod 
R_—_ p my loue, with ſuch continuance, bur 
watineſlc withall, as that, obliged by my frequent importu- 
nitic, ſhe came many nights to her VWindow to diſcourſe 
with me; theſe treaties gaue —_— c—_— to my 
wiſhes, which by my faithfull perleuerance alſo were ma- 
turely ſcaſoned: Info much that when nothing(notSthus's 
affeion) butthe manner wasto my happy poſlefſion wan- 
ting, my vatertunate ſtarres no ters. of 
a proper Gentleman of Genes, one of the beſt qualified per- 
ſons naturalized amongſt rs in this Cittie, to be my Riuall: 
and when 1 doubted no ſuch LE He to court my 
Miſtris, who gaue me preſent notice of it, vowilling to in- 
amo fikion,cnherfprmcmed it: well _—_— 
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faithful proofe of her loue excuſe her; but vnſatisfied, ope- 
ned the gares to infernall Icloufic , which eucn ſcorched 
my very ſoule. Oh, how oftentimes, friend Gerarde, in this 
hard plight , would I contemne and flight my oppofice ? 
how oft, confident of my Silurs's loyalty , was I comforted 
in my paine ? which inflantly (fearing the remembraace of 
womans frailtic ) was encrealing : thus fell I from one 
tro another; and then refulingall, ran blindly on in 
the contuſed maze of my cares , driven on by differing 
ales of winde; for, miſerable is the nauigation of a iclous 
ver. Long ſufferedT in this infirmitic , which is ſcarce 
yet remooued , but cleaucth to my very intrailes: and 
thoughthe remedic lay as then , in mine owne hands, yet 
my loueto Silurz, and che reſpeto her repuration,held me 
backey (the vnwiſer I) for had I happely taken that courſe, 
my affaires not once comming to this paſſe, miglithaue had 
berter ſucceſſe, Euery day my loue produc't new changes: 
for with 4/canis s continuall walkes and watchtulneſſe /for 
this is, ifnor the right name, that which ar preſent onely I 
muſt declare )I neither could ſpeake ro $z/az4, nor ſhee ſee 
me, with the priuacie we were wont; and fo , many a night 
his importunate care broke off our diſcourſe in the midſt 
of our moſt plealing conuerſation; whereupon, my deſpite 
increaſing, and my patience by little and lictle wholly di- 
miniſhed, being one day in conuerſation amongſt friends, 
Igrew, for a very ſlight matter, in choler with him, and fo 
from words to blowes, we fell tro,and I ona ſudden raught 
him acutvponthe head. The SpeQators (ignorant of the 
myſterie) ſome of them accuſed me of Harc-brain'd raſh- 
neſſe, bur others a who aftoorded mee their 
better cenſures, ſounding the matter, found the full depth 
ofit : andasin theſc lefſe populous places,fuch circumſtan- 
cesare hardly concealed, there wanted not fome , who 
y made. 
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made relation of what happened, to $S/w4a's parents and 
mine, and gaue notice likewiſe to Aſcaris of their doubts, 
though 1 preſume for him the labour might well haue been 
ſpared; for ſure he could not be ignorant of vvhat hee had 
deſerued. My parents hercupon thought beſt to ſecure 
their feares; for ſecing mee ſo ingaged in Siluia's affeQion, 
they vvere afraid leſt I vvould marty her, for their mindes 
were much againſt it; as being now alſo in treatie with the 
friends of a Kinſwoman of ours for me: and therefore they 
ſent me away cunningly to Seaz/, relling me, that it was for 
my ſafctic; vvhich I beleeucd, and ignorant of their pur- 
pole,calily condeſcended, taking firft leaue of my Swe, 
who, though ſhe much grieued,yet aſſured of wy loue, pre- 
ferred my good, before her owne content, 

In this abſence, by mcanes of a ſeruant, I receiued 
Miſtriſſes Letters, and ſenttheir Anſwers ; vvhich beeing 
faithtully put into the Poſt-houſe , came ſafely to cach of 
our hands; yet, one amongſt the relt I ceceiued, turned my 
ioy into mournefull teares. About a moneth after I had 
beeneabſent, S#laz4 vvrote to mee, that her parEnts, aſter 
long deliberation, atthe intreaties of ſome principall inter- 
= ay had promiſed her to my enemie Aſcan's in marti- 
age; and that though ſhee refuſed it by might and maine, 
(knowing the cauſe of her contradiQon ) they kept her ſo 
cloſc and afflicted, that ſhe vvas almoſi become deſperate, 
and reſolutely determined rather to loſe her life, then mee, 
pleaſed Ito accept of her asa vvife; aud ſo accordingly (he 
expected my an{wer, and vvith her amorous concluſion, 
lettine on ſuch termes, that vvithout any delay , baited by 
my terrible feares, I got me a good Mule tor my journey, 
as thinking, the ſurett anſwer would bee my felfe in per- 
ſon. But my contraric fortune diſpoſed more croſlely of 
my happineſle , then I expeated; for hauing made _ 
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ſpeed I could , paſling neere the Cittic of Antequere, and 
crofling ouer a Foord careleſſe, that by the extraordinarie 
ſhowres that had falne, vvas riſen , my beaſt at her very firft 
ſtep tumbled ouer head and cares, and caught by the Cur- 
rent, vvas after drowned, having left me cruclly wounded, 
by a blow ſhe lent me, for a farewell, vvith her heeles: in 
vvhich mortall danger I had there ſuddenly periſhed, had [ 
not beene drawne out by certaine men thar iſſued out of a 
Water-mill hard by, though in fo bad plight , that hauing 
quite loſt my ſences, after Thad remained ſome two dayes 
in this manner, awaking out of the drowzic aſtoniſhment, 
I might percceiuc my ſelfe in bedat an Inne of Antequers; 
vvhere, after many fittes and changes, now in health, and 
then vvithour ir, I vvas cuen giuen ouer for a dead man, till 
at laſt vvithin ſome forty daics I recouered; in vvhich time, 
though I vvrote to Silws and my friends, yet, vvhat by care- 
leſnefſe of meſſengers , or my ill lucke (the more likely) 
would fo haue it, not a Letter came ſafe vnto them neither, 
with the forgerfulneſſe my hurt cauſed in mee, had I the 
braine to ſend them by an expreſle bearer. Ar length ma- 
king vie of a Chaine of Gold Lhad, vvhich my diſaſter yee 
had left me, I payed for my Cure and other charges,and ſo 
held on my voyage, comming (as ill lucke vvould haue it) 
to this Cirtie, the very ſame day,that my Miſtris,ouercome 
by the perſwaſions or her friends threats, but moſt of all by 
the negle and ſmall eſtimation, vvhich 1 (in her opinion) 
made of her Letters, and ſuſpeing (more then ſhee nee- 
ded) that I had forgotten her, (hee gaue her hand to my 
Contrarie; vyho, not able to deferre his happineſle, vvould 
needes the very ſame day to Church; and fo, about ten of 
Clocke inthe morning , as I entred the high freer of the 
Cirtie, paſſing betore the Church doore, I became a miſe- 
rable rvanell; of the preſent ſolemnitic; ſeeing my beloued 
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Miftris, in the midi of a great troope , hand in hand with 
hernew Spouſe. 

Here, triend Gerardo,as if heauen and carth ſhould come 
together, I forſooke the Reines, and (a ſpeQacle of miſery) 
was with the vnezpeRed accident, transformed(as it were) 
into an vn-moouecd Image : but calling preſently againe to 
mind my former loue, paſt pleaſures, and my paines taken, 
to fee another now Owner of the fruit, ſo horrible vvas my 
ſoules anguiſh, that (void ofall conſideration) my iudge- 
ment quite gone , and nothing left, but a deſire to ſatisfie 
my griefes, from the Saddle fiue I, and vvith my drawne 
ſword, in midſt of the prefle, ſer vpon him; vvho, in all pro- 
babilirie, to be -—_ on me, had demanded S1ilxzz to 
wife , and crying out like a mad man, before hee could de- 
fen1 himſclte, or any other afſift him, he recciued (itnot ſo 
many as I could haue wiſhed) wounds ſufficient to lay him 
along; where I had alſo diſpatchthim , had it not beene 
more needfull for mec, to looke to mine owne life. And 
though I vvas hard beſet by ſome Kinſmen and friends of 
his, yet ſome acquaintances of mine running in to the 
noiſe, by their helpe I eſcaped the danger : bur not ſo ure- 
ly cuery way, ſince before I could ger the Church for my 
SandQuarie , ſome Officers overtovuke mice at the very 
doore. They preſently conueyed me to ſirong hold , and 
the ſucceſſe divulged, that Aſcanre was dying ; his kindred 
fearing my friends would be too powerfull tor them in this 
place, repaired to the Royall Chancerie, by which mecancs 
(though the wounded partie were ont of danger) I was re- 
moovcd to the Priſon of Granada, where your ſelfe and I 
grew firſt acquainted : in vvhich Cirtie, not long after, 4ſ- 
canro perfeRly recoucred, purſued the matter fo eagerly a- 
gainſt me, that had I not found eſpeciall friends, in might 


haue gone bur ill wich mee ; bur hee atlaft was forced + 
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reſt ſatisfied , onely with my baniſhment from this King- 
dome, not to rerurne againe on paine of death. S//uta,whiltt 
Iremained thus Priſoner, till continued her affeion, and 
(by meancs of the aforeſaid feruayt) to write to mee; dif- 
charging her ſelfe from all blame, by alledging the violence 
of Parents, but chiefly my negleR : (o that,confidering ſhe 
had reaſon, I, without ir, began againe to plunge my lelfe 
as deepe as cuer, (her Letters becing the principall com- 
forts to my fetters.) So blinded was I with this womans af- 
feion, that (though any mans elſe, as having loſt ber, 
might haue beene cooled) I quire contrarie, for the ſame 
realon Aſcanto enioyed her, more violently loued her then 
cucr; and was now iclous of another mans vvite. Ad 
notpaſſing ſixe dayes ſince, I recciued this Letter , vvhich 
Claudio drawing out of his Pocket , Gerardo approching 
necter to the dimme light, might view the following 
Contents: 


Our ſad fortune, my Claudio, doth new abate hey rigoay, 

fince at this time ſhee offers 115 a ſo long wiſhed opportan:tic : my 

husband is abſent, and will bee yet ſome dayes from home ; ſee, 

whether the vxcca/ion world be bſt, or if Siluia deſerme to ee thoſe 

eyes. Omit mot then the faire comtuntture,and comming wari'y: 

en Thar [day at miduight I will expett you et my doore. when 

theſe Lanes ſhall come to you, you will not fayle. Farewell, deare 
| Owner mine : Heaaen ſend you ſafely hather, 


, This Letter (proceeded thetender Louer) I recciued in 
Granad ata Friery, where I had taken Sanctuary , and in- 

ſtantly, with what content you way imagine, I fulfilled her 
deſire: arriuing punQually as yeſterday in the evening at a 

. Village, ſome balfe a Leagve' ſhort of this place* vvhere 
lcauing my horſe, I came onfoor, vnknowne , and vn-ac» 
Y 3 companicd, 
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companied, ſaue by mine owne rathneſle, and quickly tou» 
ched my Miſtreſſes happy threſhold , who there expeQted 
me. But the ioy my heart was poſlefl with in lecing her, was 
quickly da(ht by a lucklefſe accident,which as then hapned; 
for,after a noiſe and claſhing of ſwords, iuſt as the doore 
opened to letmee in, one ot the parties ofthe tray , flying 
backe, fell at my feete, crying faintly out he was killed. I 
perceiued my danger,it I ſiaycd longer there ; and there- 
fore quickly got me in with ${u4z, where (that having been 
the firſitime we euer met ſo neercly) 1 was {o out of coun- 
tenance, that I knew not vvhich way to begin to ſpeake to 
her : (experience then teaching me how much, ouer-ioyed 
paſſion doth rongue-tye our expreſſions: )bur at laſt witha 
tender ſigh, forcing a way from my filence, I thus began : 

What greater proofe of my afteQiion and fidelitie could: 
I render, lince forgetting my iuſt exceptions , I come thus 
dangerouſly to your preſence ? where though death ſhould, 
ſeize me in midſt of my effced deſires, I ſhould nor thinke 
my ſelte atallvnbhappy. 

Tothis, S:/aia with teares replyed, To ſuch loyalie, all 
that my afteQion can anſwere, is z To runne thorow all the 
hazzards that may befall a woman (to her mis-fortune )in 
anothers power, to be euertruely yours : and thus both our 
_ affeQtions ſhall fill be equal : but(leauing this)my preſent 
griefe is, that,our content is like to laſt leſle time then I ſup- 

ſed, ſince, this day I received a Letter from my Hus- 

and, in which he writes , hisreturne is like tobe very ſpee- 
dic; though for the time of his abſence, neuertheleſle ( bee 
{ides that L bauc alwayes beene yours ) I ſhall more freely 
now be fo. 

Theſe laſt words and her newes,were like crofſe.barres in 
my ſoule ; yet, (making a vertue of neceſſitic) hand in hand, 
I nEEnanben where | no fromg obo: 
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red totake poſſeſſion of whatI longed for,vvhen preuented 
from the ſweet occaſion, wee both were equally affrighted 
vvith a terrible noiſe and knockingat the houles fore-doore 
and backe-gate. | 

Art firſt I could not but thinke it was Aſcamo; and, ſo, 
whilſt my Silui« ranne fearfully ro the window, I was abour 
to haue dreſſed me : bur, the ſudden ſurprifall neuer gaue 
me the leaſt aime z onely my memory ſerued me to make 
my cloathes vp in a bundle, and being ready torunne out 
ofthe roome where I was, S:/us« laying hold on me, began 
to cry out more cheerefully then I co & : Whither 
arc you going, Sir? will you vadoo your ſelte and me ?*Tis 
the Round that thus knockes in ſeuerall places, whom 
(doubtleſſe ) cither your ſmall heed, or my misfortune 
haue brought hicher, In hearing this, I was quite out 
of my vvittes, and in two fo imminent dangers vvhol- 
ly vn-determinable , confidering the breach of my ba- 
niſhment, and Szlzx's infamy z who, bidding mee follow 
her, hearing lowder knocking, with her Maids helpe and 
hers, I got vp into the Chimney ſtocke, in midſt vvhereof, 
_—_ an iron barre athware that ſerued to the Pot-hooks, 
I ſtood vpon it, whilft Sz/az4 getting on her Gowne, bade 
open : ſo that inſtantly, they of the Round were come vp, 
where I might heare what they would haue, The chicfe of 
them very ciuilly deſired my Miftris to pardon their vn- 
mannerlineſſe; tor though her Husband was abſent, yet 
they vn-willingly were forced to this diligence, by reaſon 
there was a man{lainc ather doore and, as ſome of the 
neighbours declared,the murderer at the inſtant when hee 
ſell, ranin there. 

My heart with this was not a little reviued, but till ſome 
feare of my misfortune remained: and that, I hold to bee 
- I fic ſeverchh, when vpon miſtake, worls faults are diſcoue- 
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en 


red. My Miſtris with more cenfidence bade them ſearch 
all the Chambers : for (beſides that ſhe was ignorant of the 
partie) ſhe aflured her {clfe he durſt not abide in her houle , 
and therefore ſhe willed them to look into all the Roomes, 
and notto leavethe leaſt moate vnſcarched.l in the meane 
while, like a forlome Sentinell , picrſt thorow with the 
nights ſharpe aire, and my feete galled with the narrow 
barre in extremitic of torment knew not how longer to en- 
durc it : but percceiuing now by the hurry and ſhuffling of 
legs,weary of farther {carch, they took their leaues, | began 
to take heart,and faire and ſoftly ro deſcend ; which, that I 
might (wanting helpe) the better be able to performe, 1 
ſought to quitmy ſword ; willing to faſien:it ſome-where 
by the Hile, and groping inthe wall, I found a hole about 
the opening of the Plaiſtred.worke and the Brickes , into 
which I thruſt one of the crofle-barres, and fo, lefle cum- 
bred, returned to my intent : but my hard fortune not con- 
rent with the former ſurpriſall prepared for mee , brought 
on aſecond incomparably farre more frightfull : for no 
fooner was the Kound got out of the treerte , vyhen her 
Husband newly arriued from Sex, and wondring to ſee his 
houſe at ſuch an vnreaſ@enable houre beſet with troopes, 
entred. | 
Conſider,friend Gerarde, my feare as foone as I beganne 
to heare his voice; yet Silais (chough the ſuddenneſſe ama- 
zed her)cunningly difſembling her diſtaſte,and giuing him 
notice of what paſſed , brought him leiſurely on into the 
roome, where I was, not dreaming till then of this ſecond 
traunce. And certainly, had nor ſhee by her purpoſed dil- 
courſe giuen mea lowd warning, I had beene diſcouered, 
and both of vs ruined : for (ignorant of what paſſcd) I was 
otten morethen halfe way dowac, vvhen,taking notice of S 
c prelcar danger, not without infinit paine I turned back 
agaiue 
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againe; and had much adoo (conſidering my tright) to 
my ſclfe from falling, Her Husband with much per- 
ſwafion ſatisfied (for the rudenefle of the Officers much 
troubled him) by reaſon of his weary iourney, would needs 
oc to bed; bur the ſeruants that came with him, called for 
Geir Supper. $/a/4,though ſhe were with Aſcano, hearing 
them, fearing (as I ſuppole) leaſt they would make fire to 
dreſſe ſome viQuals , commanded that they ſhould hane 
onely cold meate to ſtay their ſtomakes till,morning z bur 
they grumbled in that ſort, that, her Husband hearing the 
noiſe, gaue new order, that (conſidering their weat ineſle ) 
they might haue ſomething hot ; ſo that clapping wood ro 
the chimney, I was inſtantly nothing but ſparkes & ſmoke. 
This danger being almoſt helplefſe, made me madde, and 
therefore I reſolued vpona deſperate courſe, rather to caſt 
my ſelfe into mine enemies hands, then to be ſtifled in the 
vn-mercifull ſmoke and flames; and (ready toceffeR it)hea- 
uen that had not viterly forſaken me, permitted, that,draw- 
ing out my ſword where I had faſtned ir, viing with the {ud - 
dennefſe more ſtrength then needed , there dropt out a 
huge ſquare Bricke, inſomuch, thatdiſcouering now good- 
ly broad Moone-light ( a new remedy offered ) I chang'd 
my purpoſe ; and, for all the ſeruants below were in av vp- 
zoare wih the. Bricke that fell ; I beganne notwithſtanding 
to vndoo ſome more, and to make way in the wall : from 
whence skipping vpon the Tyles, for their noiſe below ha- 
ſiened me (crying out, Here's the Murderer the Rewnd 
ſought for) I crofled from houſe to houſe, till at laſt finding 
this window open, I caſt my ſelfe(as you ſee) into your pro- 

tection, 
Here, Gerardo hearing the end of this deſperate ſtory , 
with admiration and new embraces gane thankes tothe Re- 
Nor z and Wcouraging his friend withall wiſcly (for his 
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more conueniencie, and lefle danger) diflwaded him from 
an enterprize, which, it ſeemed, Heaven it felte ſo manifeft 
ly contradiQted. And continuing intheir Dilcourſertil day- 
breake, Claudio, with good aduice, determinedto returne ; 
and {o hauing eſcaped the danger,with Gerardo in his com- 
pany, they paſſed on to the ficſi Village, and there friendly 
parted, He went toward Granadz , and the ſaine day in the 
aftcrnoone , our Gerardo beeing imbarkt with favourable 
wind ſer ſaile for che Srrezts, Much ioyed hee was, toſce 
himlelfe, after fo ttupendious miſcrics , now free and ſecu- 
red from his powerfull enemies, though the remembrance 
of Lifis and her diſaſtrous end, did ſomthing ſowre his con- 
tentednefſe, Thepittifull ſucceſle indeed deſerued a farre 
greater reſentment , and therefore (no maruel)) it his ioy 
and griefes were thus intermingled. 

In this manner, ſometimes reuolving in his ſad minde 
an infinitic of misfortunes, and then againe, hoping that 
thus leauing his natiue foyle , their wofull remembrance 
would leaue him,Gerardo ftroue to beguile the prolize weas 
rincſle of his Voyage,and the diſcommoditics of being at 
Sea: and thus they launchrt (becejng gotten from fight of 
their Port) into the maine, ſteering their courle direAly for 
Nliahy, 

The Maſter Marriners and Paſſengers were all gene- 
rally filled with ioy, for the ſmooth calmneſle of the 
weather did almoſt aſſure them a happy paſſage : and fo 
by Sunne-riſe, they were gotten aboue threeſcore milcs 
from the Coaſlt, 

The affaires of humane frailetic have their ends as vn- 
cercaine, as their ſtableneſſe vnſure ( a good fore-waming 
to our vaine confiderice, & a true expreſsion of the poore 
validiticand weake ſtrength of mens deſignes.) | 

Gereras well perceiued this truth, and lus m__—_ 
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with him taſted of fortunes heauy indignation, feeling the 
wer of her inconſtancie: for before it was fully foure of 
the clocke,the ſhip-Boy with an our-cry from the Maine- 
Top had diſcouered hue Sayles,and not long after, rothe 
terrible affrightment of the hearers, he replide they were 
Veſſels of Barbary,Frigots of that Coaſt. The poore Paſ- 
ſengers grew ſtraight intoa cold ſweat, which, changing 
their bloudlefle colours into pale white , left them all e- 
ually amazed : bur fore-warned by the certaintie of the 
er,incouraging one another, and truſting to rke Ships 
ſwitrneſſe, with the faire winde they hoped to eſcape, and 
yet made ready for their defence, 
Gerardo in this diſtreſſe made known to the whole com- 
pany the nobleneſle of his courage, by his reſolute alacri- 
tic, By this time the Frigotsthat hada pretty while giuen 
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: the Ship chaſe, ſeeing her with the windes helpe gaine of 
, them,madto looſe their booty, and ſcourging the waues, 
with he violence and fury of their Oares, they ſtroueto 
. equall their ſpeed;bur _ had infallibly loſt their labour, 
Jo a n : 
had notthe winde ſcanted vponthe poore Ship, leauing 
It . . O 
c her by that meanes quite diſtreſt, which the others percct- 
" ving,ſoone fercht her vp, incompaſsing her now vvith 


ſhoutes and noiſe. They within her, changed their firſt 
reſolution ; for,ſeeing themſelues ſo ſuddenly becalmed, 
and conſidering the aduantage of their enemies, and that, 
though they neuer ſo-well defended themſelues, they 
—_ not auoid either being taken or ſunke, to- Gererds's 
reat griefe, who would rather haue dyed then yeelded, 
. wh ke ſaile,, without expeQting ſo much as a ſhotre 
fromthe Enemie : which as ſoon asthe Pyrats percciued, 
they boorded her, & diſ-armingthem that were a-boord, 
(who with Mariners and others tnight bee ſome fortie 
perſons)they alſo diſtributed them to their ſeueral Veſſels F 
an 
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andnow, wonderfully gladded with their prize, xowing 
her on with two of their Frigors they made for Barbary, 
The fiue Veſſels had cach of them foure and twenty 
Oares on a fide : twoof them belonged to one Ferry a 
Turke by Nation, and thereſt to As Mami a Renegate 
Grecke : who(bcſides the preſent boory)had in this Voy. 
age mett with many more of goods and Priſoners on the 
coaſt of Speine, whom , inreſpet there wanted roome 
vnder hatches, ſome of them they kept chained on one 
ſide of the ſterne:theſe were Gerards and ſome fiue or fixe 
more, to whoſe lots it fell, to bee in the ſelte-ſame Frigot 
where Ferravvent,who, ſeeing Gerards's goodly preſence, 
(beſides his being well clad) queſtioned much with him, 
till ſuchtime as hee was interrupted by a ſudden balling 
noiſe which the Turks and Moores made, crying out that 
the Chriſtian Rowers were vp in Armes, and meant to 
force away the Frigot. Ferru himſclfe all in a fright, pre- 

ſently ſought to appeaſe the tumult, fro whoſe beginnin 
reſulred the pitiful ſucceſle you ſtraight ſhall hewerwhich 
(the better ro expreſle,and the barbarous cruelty of thoſe 
impious nfidels,becauſe it is the firſt torment that in this 
captiuitic afflicted the good Gerarao's heart)I yall particu. 
larly ſer down the beginning and motiue of i Barbg- 
rians for ioy of their Prize, had licenſed the poore Chri- 
{tian Slaues to reſt,as hauing been wearied with their con- 
- tinual! former rowing; eſpecially,with the laſt ſpell 'to 0- 
uertake the Ship: and being inthis quictnefſe, a Chriſtian 
found,that one of two Turbants was miſſing , which a- 
mongit o:herthings were commitred to his charge(as the 
manyer is):hatthe Turkes euer vic to commir therr things 
co the cuſtody of ſuch Chriſtians as row ar the Oar. 
where they fit:) wherfore the poore man much troubled, 
for tcarc leſt the Turke would baſte him , ſought "P and 
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downe cuery where to find ir, but all in vaine : his feare in» 
creaſing, he defired ſome fellowes ot his , that rowed necre 
him at the ſame Oare,that giuing the word,they would al- 
ſo paſle fr6 one to another the Turbant that remained, to 
fee ifany had found the other which was loſt; -& doing this 
ſimply without any ill intent, one of the Renegates noted 
it, and giuing notice to the Turkes and Moores, vvith 
the ſuſpicion and doubt it cauſed, they beganneto cry our, 
The Chriſtians roſe , andthatthe Turbant vvhich paſſed 
from hand to hand, vvas the counter-ſigne of their intent : 
the reſt vvere in ſuch an vproare, that they forced Ferrs in 
a hurrie, vvithour cxpeQting any further diſcharge vvhich 
the Chriftians offered to giue, to haue them punithed; and 
therefore like ſo many rauenous VWoolves , they ſet ypon 
him that ſought for the Turbant, firipping him, and bin- 
ding his hands, and tying a huge ſtone at his feet, and him 
at the Maine-yard, ſnatched vp by a Pully, they fo cruelly 
racked him, that his very finewes were plucked from his 
limbes, and his bones broken, and the poore ſoule left euen. 
for dead : though in all his paine the Chriſtian was ſo ho- 
neſt and conſtant, that for all the demands they made tou- 
ching the Authours or Conſpiracie, they neuer could gec 
other from him chen the truth, rather fairhtully calling on 
Heauens fauour, he freely and boldly ſaid, they were baſc- 
and maliciouſly accuſed : yetall would not ſerueto molli- 
the obdurate [—_ of theſe bloody miſcreants; and fc 
they cauſed the reſi of the captiue (laues to be ſiripped, anc' 
firetcht from Poope to Prow , cruelly whipped; bur when 
freſh Executioners were ready to haue renued the fearctu!} 
ſacrifice}, a Turke looking by chanceinto his bundle of 
Clothes, found the Turbant which the miſerable Capriue 
ſought for : whereupon percciuing the innocencie of the 
Chriſtians, crying out to looſe them, hee ſteprt in, and told 
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* theoccaſiongdeclaring,that neither he whom they had karſt 
racked, nor any of the reſt were in any fault at all: andſo 
with much adoo, by theſe andthe like reaſons, which made 
ignorance appearc inthe one, and no purpoſe of commo- 
tion in the other, he appeaſed his angrie companions, who 
had well-nigh with ſiripes and laſhes torne the miſerable 
Chriſtians. 

A fad and horrid ſpeAacle indeed , worthy of more then 
humane commiſeration, vvhich vvrought in Gerards's tens 
der heart ſo fad an effe, that vnable to refraine, the trick- 
ling teares dropped downe his manly checkes , his coura- 

ious ſpirits drooping, toſee himſelfe in the power of ſuch 

rous enemies, The ſhip vvas towed (till on by the 
Frigots, that were garniſht and ſet out with their Banners, 
Flags, and little Streamers; and ſo they fieered towards the 
Cirtie of Argiers,vvhere the next day they eaſily arriued; 
and ſcarce had theircutting Prowes teuchrt inthe quict har- 
bour , when ————roqanr) ot their hatches, they be- 
gan to diſcouecr a great number of captiues taken from ſun- 
dry Parts and Prouinces, of both Scxes, all ages. Our for+ 
rowfull Gererde was with the diſcomfortable fight firange- 
ly daunted, and the more, when hee might ſee the poore 
Creatures runne to imbrace each other with weeping eyes; 
for hauing beene vnder Decke, and in ſcucrall V they 
had not, | ha the time of their beeing taken till now, ſpo-« 
ken to one anorher ; and now ationitin and bercaued of 
thzir ſences, to ſee ſuch multitudes of Turkes, and Moores, 
asranne to the VVharfe to view them, their grones began 
afreſh, and Gerards's dolefull reſentment to increaſe, by fee- 
ing the diuiſion that was made in the midſt of the harbor, 
ſeparating children from parents, parents from their chil- 
dren; brothers and fiſters rent from cach others embraces. 
Here, theaffiited wifc ſends foorti a ſigh parted from ber 
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vnfortunate husband; there, the diſconſolate mother, em. 
bracing her little chickes; (fo much the more vvrerched,by 
not apprehending their owne vvretchednefſe) ſome han- 
ging at her amorous brefts , others at her armes, the reſt 
(poore fooles) ryed to her coates, vvho lowdly crying our, 
and beſtowing her laſt farewell-kifſes vpon thoſe deare pled- 

es of her intrails, beholds them, vvithour all pinic, lefſe 
[ow of remedie, ſnatcht from her eyes, ſhe remaining like 
a ſenceleſſe Statue, condemned as it vvere, for euer ſecing, 
peuer to enioy againe thoſe ſweer comforts of her life. A- 
mongſt the reſt, Geraras expeRted vvhen his turne would 
come to be diſpoſed of: burnor long after in the diviſion, 
he fell ro Ferrs his (hare; ſo to his great griefe and diſcom- 
fort, he vvas conueyed, vvith others that fell ro the Turkes 
lot, home to his houtle, 

His manly preſence had much pleaſed his barbarous 
Owner , who promiſing to himſelfe , that Gerardo muſt 
needes be ſome perſon of qualitic, hee made ſure alſo of a 
large Ranſome;, at leaſt a good Compoſition; for the beſt 

of their gaine conſiſting in Priſoners , the Turkes of 
mall matters make mountaines , boaſting (though they 
know the contrarie) that their Priſoner is ſome Prince or 
Lord : fo, they that buy a Slave of them, firſt informe them- 
ſclues what he is; and x enter" fomepre inftrufted,conceale 
their condition, yet it little auailes them : for inquiring, if 
the day they were taken, they were well clad, let them - 
therwiſe never fo truly informed, they ſtraight baptize 
them for Titular perſons : and the ill lucke is,that fo a poore 

Cobler, if he were bur indifferently clothed at his beein 
taken, paſſerh for ſuch : and firaight-way they call him, ell 
him, are well inough informed of his qualitie, and 
know him to be Brother er Kinſman to ſuch a Duke, Mar- 
qeſſe or Eatle, ( which comes fuft into their heads) = 
at 
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that therefore'tis bootleſle to deny it; which done, they 
preſently clappe a ſtrong Chaine, or Shackles vpon him, 
in ſuch manner that he can ſcarce ſtirre, And if, ſeeing him- 
ſelfe ia this extremitic, the poore flauc make an{iwere , pro- 
teſting they are deceived or miſ-informed , it nothing hel. 
peth; for they, ſtill obſtinate, will haue them to bee {uch as 
«they fancic them, whereby many arc for euer depriued of 
libertic , wanting mcanes or ability to pay the price of the 
others vaine eſtimation : in which theſe Barbarians many 
times ſertled, are not aſhamed alſo to ſend young Youthes 
to Conſtantinople, preſenting ſuch to the Grand Srgnior and 
his Baſba's, or other Viceroys,and great Potentates inthoſe 
remote parts, giving out, that they are the children of great 
Perſonages, and ſuch as will bring huge Ranſomes, Thus it 
happened in the time of Gerardo C-priuity with three 
poore Souldiers, who taken priſoners in certaine Veſſels of 
Raguſa, and comming into the Viceroy of Argiers his 
hands, the one a Spaniard, and the other two Flemmings, 
heſent them to the Turkes Generall his Patron, with the 
titles of great Perlonages: but the icali beeing by him diſ- 
couered, he cauſed them to be ſent backe againe to Argrers, 
writing ioymily ta the Viceroy, that fince thoſe Gentlemen 
were fo noble, and theix Ranſomes like robe ſo great , hee 
ſhould ſuffer themto be redeemed, and fend him the mo- 
nic; (a tricke,that for a lang time after much difgraced and 
ſhamed the poore Viceroy :) but with many other Cap- 
riues it falles out lefle happily, fince with this tyrannous va- 
nitie, they are oftentimes perpetually baniſht from their na- 
tive Countries : for having once ſuch ticles beſtowed on 
them , they are kept vp cloſe in their Barthes, Priſons, or 
Towers of the Blacke-Sea, from whence they neuer come 
Out againe; rather , baited with the intolerable waight of 
thei Chaines, hunger, miſcric, and deadly = 
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where none can know or rchicue them , they end their ſad 
and loathed lives. 

Gerardo paſſed notthis ill fortune yer, though in part, he 
had ſome taſte of the vnſauourie afflitions,that in ſuch oc- 
caſions oft tormenta noble and generous ſpirit : for in the 
night of that bitter day , he was equally-ſhut vp with his 0+ 
ther companions ina diſmall obſcure Dungeon, in which, 
he till next morning remained, accompanied aſwell by vn- 
cleane and naſtic creatures, as fad and lamentable cares: 
nowconfidering with what barbarousrigour he beganneto 
to be treated, and then acknowledging , that it hee ſhould 
make knowne what he was, the price of his Ranſome would 
be ſo enhaunced, as (hould bee impoſſible for him cuer ro 
procure it: ſo chat derermining till ſome happier time, to 
diſſemble and conceale what he was, in-the midſt of theſe 
aſfliting cogitations, the Dungeon was opened , and hee 
(remooued) carried to the preſence. of his new Maſter; 
whom he found drefling himfclfe, in certaine ſpatious v 

rRoomes, burvoid of any furniture or houſhold-ſtuffe; 
bor cuen the beſt and richeſt of thoſe Barbariars never vic 
any; all their mooucables and ornaments, conſiſting onely 
in a Bed, with two or three hard Quilts, foure Sheetes, two 
Blankets, two or three Cuſhions , and three or foure Shirts 
a man, with as many paires of linnen Breeches, a couple of 
Towels, three Handkerchicfes, a Carpet or two, and as 
many Mates to fit downe, lic or eate on; a couple of Tur- 
bants the men, and as many Coytfes after their taſhion the 
women : and with ſome ſcrappes and pieces of different 
colour'd Silkes, the Roomes are harg'd, where they ordi. 
narily fit yupon two Cuſhions, This (as I ſay) belongs only 
tothe beſt - richeſt of them for, forthe reſt, there needs 
no longer deſcription, then, that moſt peauriouſly baſe, 
they live promilcuoully like beaſts. pe 
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Gerardohere making a low obeylance to his Maſter, flan- 
ding aloofe,cxpeRed his pleaſure , by whom hee was pre. 
ſendl in reaſonable good Spaniſh demanded , who and 
vvhence hee vvas , adding vvithall this following ſpeech : 
Chriftian, from the very houre that thou waſttaken , I had 
a purpoſe (thy preſence liking mee ) to baue thee for my 
Saws, though (forthe effteting my defire) I vvas, in ex- 
change, forced to forgoe two others for thee ; in vvhich, I 
ſuppoſe, I haue not done amiſſe; for if thy gut 
and good Clothes decciue me nor, thou art (doubtleſle) a 
Gentleman of vvoorth : if fo, 'tis in vaine to deny it, for be. 
ſides the incurring my iuft diſpleaſure,thou vvilt allo be the 
cauſe of thine owne ruine, by becing either bound at an 
Oarc, or put to ſome other moſt laborious toyle. This Lam 
willing to make knowne vnto thee , becauſc, knowing my 
mind, thou maiſt alſo procure thine owne good and Ran- 
ſome accordingly :I ſay accordingly,for I am not ignoraut 
of thy qualitic, and the Maile that was found with thee in 
the ſhippe, as the Maſter of her, and ſome of thine owne 
companie confeſſed, vvas of good value in lewels and Ap- 
a 1 vvhich clearely teſtifie the truth. Beſides, divers let- 
ters and papers found in the ſame , not onely declare thee 
to bea Gentleman vvell deſcended, but likewiſe thy name, 
calling thee, The Spaniſh Gerard. ; 

Here Ferruccalcd, and our ſad Gentleman much won- 
dred at his irangeand craftic diligence, and therefore ſce- 
ing how bootlelle it vvas to deny himſelf,he neither would, 
nor durſt conceale the truth, though (diſguizing it all hee 
might) informing his Owner largely of his life, and long 
impriſonment, he told him alſo, that bs meanes of that, he 
and his kindred were vrterly impoucriſhed ; but in conclu- 
fion, put him in hope, thatif he would be pleaſed ro come 
to reaſonable agreement, he could make meanes in "y 
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for his ranſome; at vvhich the Turke much pleaſed looking 
more cheerefully vpon him, replied, that hee vvas glad of 
his reſolution, and that they would not diſagree ot price; 
and fo cauſing a great vvhite loafe to be brought out, with 
ſome fruices, and hony cakes, he bad him fall to: and com- 
manded alſo, that two of the oldeſt Caprtiues ſhould goe 
abroad with him into the Citrie, to ſee it and recreate him- 
ſelfe. Gerardo vvondred not alittle at his new entertaine- 
ment, vvhich ſeeming to him (by what he bad heard)very 
vnuſuall amongſt thoſe Infidels , hee could not bur in his 
mind render thankes to high Heauen : and muck more 
might he haue wondred at this ſingular proceeding,had he 
—_— what meanesthe higher Powers guided his af- 
faires,and the manner how his Owners brutiſh and crucll 
mind, vvith ſuch contrary teſtimonies of his bloody na- 
ture, vvas made thus traQtably propitious. The barbarous 
Pirate had, in divers Dungeons, Bathes, and places of Til- 
lage, abouc three hundred Chriſtians , and within the 
houſe where he liued, almoſt an hundred more ; who hea- 
ring of Gerards's courteous viage,incompaſling him round, 
thought they could neuer hauc ſight of him, nor 
time to demand the cauſe of this noueltic. For they who 
had a long time beene ſubie&to his more tyrannous con- 
dition, could not bat thinke in what he now did. there was 
ſome particular myfterie. 

Theſe and other extremes pondered thoſe poore ſoules, 
as they gazed vpon the afflited Gentleman, and not with- 


out caulc; for none of them (doubtleſſe) had recciued, nor 
onely no ſuch fauours, but, nota word that ſauouced of the = 


leaſt humanitie from his vnhallowed lippes : nor was he ac- 
cuſtomed ro make knowne at all, to the partic hee would 
haue ranſomed, his pleaſure: they rather {ceme to faine an 
vnwillingneſſe, to the intent there may bee interceſſion 
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made, and ſo they more largely enhaunce the price; which 
ifthe parties accept not , or flic backe from their promiſe, 
they double their Chaines and Yrons, increaſing more and 
more their rorments and miſeries, 

So that, they thought this proceeding quite contrary to 
their Maſters fel diſpoſition , and theretore their admira. 
tion was notto be wondred at, which might very well too, 
be ſo much the more, when they vnderſtood , he had a rea- 
ſonable handſome Chamber fumiſhed te his mind , ap. 
pointed for his Lodging. 

The next day after dinner, Ferru commanded two Chri. 
ſtians to goe out with Geyards, and (hew him the moſt re. 
markeable things of the Citie,and cauſing likewiſe his Boles 
to be knockt off, he made him put on ſome of the Clothes 
which had beene formerly taken from him; this, increaſing 
in his poore companions their former aſtoniſhment, the 
leaſt they could conicure, was, that the Turke enamour'd 
on [iis goodly preſence, would with that gentle vſage dif 
{wade him fromthe Chriſtian Faith, that fo he might eurne 
Infidell : but others of more (ettlednefle, remitted alltothe 
ſucceſle of Time. Gerardo, not a little comforted with theſe 
fauours, went ioytully out with his two new companions to 
ſee the Cictiey of which (hauing preciſely viewed and ob« 
ſcrued it) he might eafily in his remembrance ſet downe a 
bricfe and exaRt deſcription, aſwell of the forme, ſituation, 
and edifices,as Inhabitants, their habits, and the Strangers 
of different Nations; which for the Readers more delight- 
full varicric, Lhauc thought fir, not to paſſe ouer in ſilence. 

The City of Argrers being the chiefeſt, and of moſt tame 
in all Barbary,hath in it fome thirtcene thouſand houſes, in- 
clofed with a firong wal,and is in manner of a ſtrung Cros- 
bow. The Forc-front, Harbor, Turrets,and Galleries land 
expolcd to the North-wind, The binder-parts(whuch _ 
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the aforclaid Bow) ioyne to a huge hill, partly ſtcepe, part 
otherwiſe z in ſuch ſort, thar, as t oe are builr in aſ- 
cents , they ſiand fo one aboue the other, that the firſh, 
though ſpatious and high, hinders not the proſpeR of the 
reſ}, the latter. 

The lowermoſt part of the Cittie becomes the String 
of this Bow,which lands ſonecre tothe Sca,that the waucs 
furiouſly beat againſtthe Walles, 

There reacheth naturally from thence a long necke of 
Land into the Sea, vvhich inuited Carradin Barbaroſſa, to 
build a Harbour there, to make the hauen more ſecure, and 
ioyne to ita little Iſland neere the Cirtic , vvith a goodly 


Rampire. 

The whole Circuit is of moſt fireng Lime and Store, 
and (after the ancient manner) battlemented, and in height 
it hath ſome thirtie handfuls, yer towards the Sca(as being 
founded vpon high Rockes) it is much higher. In thicke- 
neſſe it may be ſome three yards and a halfe zand beſides, 
yes Rampire, that curttes off the diſtance from the 

tie to the I{land, there is another ſirong Curtaine of a 
Wall about ſome three hundred paces in length. This 
Counter-circuit was built, to refiſt the ſwelling furic of the 
deuouring waues, vvhich beate terribly on that ſide , when 
the Weſt, and North-weſt windes doe blow: to the intent 
alſo, that they hinder not thoſe paſſengers that walke vpon 
the ſecure Wharfe., | 

The Cittic hath nine goodly Gartes toit, and vpon them 
and the reſt of the VWall, Watch-towers and Bulwarkes,in 
whichzhere is viſually great Artilleric, though the chieſe 
defence relies not on them, butconſifts moſt in three For- 
treſſes, which che Turkes haue made : the firſt, necre the 
Gate called Bebaiuere, founded by Fehalr: the ſecond,vpon 
3 ligtle raiſed Mount news the Cite mae be —_ 
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Baſha : and the third and laſt, neerethe very felf-ſame place, 
where that renowned Prince and Emperour harks the fift 
in his vnluckie enterprize, pitchte his Royall Pavillion, ar 
what time he layd fiege to that denne of Raſcals ; a ſiege 
(though memorable) vnfortunare for the ſucceſle. 

Within the Cirtie, all the houſes , poore and rich, one 
with another, may containe vpon the aforcſaid number : 
for, though the circuit bee nor very ſpatious, and that no 
houſe hath paſſing one court to it, yet the ſtreetes are fo 
ſiceight and narrow, that a man on horſe-backe can hardly 
paſſe them, or for two a-breadth on foote it is vnpoſſible : 
except in the Marker-place , the principall iceet called the 
Coco, that thwarts the whole Citric, 

In fine, the whole and all of ir lies ſo compaQtly cloſe, 
and in-wouen together, that it rather appeares a confuſed 
Maze, then humane habitation. They have neither Bay- 
window, or any other that lookes an bþ ſireer : forrheic 
iclouſic ouer their wiues and daughters permit not the vic 
of ſuch, 

The Inhabitants are Turkes, Moores, Renegates, ewes, 
beſides the greateſt part , Chriſtian captives , which are 
ſometimes (a ſtrange number) neere five and twenty thow- 
ſand perſons. 

The naturall Inhabitants, are, ſome of a reaſonable good 
complexion, but the moſt ſwartie, all paſſing well favour'd. 
The vvomen are generally white, and many of them) braue | 
and very handſome; all of them clothing themſclues(accor- 
ding to their calling, or indeed rather, their abilities) ſom» 
times in dicd Linnen, cloth of feuerall colours, Silkes and r 
Taffera's, and otherwhiles in Damaske or Veluets. All c 
which, when Gerardo (awe, together with an innumerable IF " 
number of poore Chriſtian ſlaues,that dragging their lo «; 

Chainesafierthem,and buſi in baſe drudgeriecovered |} b 


_—_— 


LE 


— 


__—. 
b———— 


The -onfortunate Spaniard. 341 


the very ſtreeres and Gates, his heart could not bur yerne, 
conlidering how God, for our ſinnes, had ſo long permir- 
ted that Neſt and SanQuary tor Pyrares,from whom Chri- 
ſtendome hath, and daily doth recciue fo continuall dam- 


mages. , 

In all former Ages, Africe,the Worlds third part,where 
this barbarous place lies, hath beene (as all Writers teſti» 
fie) taxed of periuric and baſeneſſe. And the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the —_ of the Climate, and native condition of 
the Soyle is ſuch, that it ſcemes to haue no other vertue 
more effentiall, then ©o produce wild Beaſts, frighefull 
Monfters, peſtilentiall Serpents, deadly and effeQuall poy- 
fons; and by reaſon the Ayre here was ſo vawholeſome, La- 
ca counſels men to live farre enough from ſuch a Coun- 
trey, vvhere the drowzie Aſpis, the inconflant Cherſidros, 
the ſpotted Cenchris, the fandie Amedites , the diſioymed 
Ceraftes, the drie Dipſas, the Set alis that caſts her skinne in 
Winter, the heauic headed Amplicbens the great 
and venimous Dragons; and laſily,the murdering Be/i4rk, 
King and Monarch of choſe fearcfull and frighttull Gob- 
lins, were not ingendred , but tothe deſtruQion of man- 

e. 

Sorthat, of neceffitie, men borne vnder ſuch a Conſtcl. 
lation, and participating of the qualities, muſt needes bee 
barbarous,rude, 7 es: inhumane, and conſequent« 
ly;they who hane to doe with them,miſerable and wret- 
ched; and not ſuch alone , bur their ſcruants and poore 
flaues, aboue all others moſt vnfortunate. Wherefore,na 
reſentment might ſeeme exorbitant in our ſad Gentleman, 
conſidering himſelfe now gotten into their clutches. The 
two captiues his Guides, were in ſome comfort, and Gerar- 
«,to ſure with their good courage, diſſembled all he could 
his owne fad diſquicrneſle, by diuerting bimſclfe with the 
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diffcrent taſhions,ſhapes and ſeucrall complexions, thar,ar 
cach ſteppe of his, were ro his eyes preſented ; rill com. 
ming to the Market-place (the Cities ch.efe ſtreer ) in 
midſt of it, he might ſce certaine {mouth ſtones, all coue- 
red and ſpotted with freſh bloud; at which, amazed, he 
asked one of his companions it. be knew the reaſon: who, 
not withoutaboundance of teares, made anf{vwere z Thar, 
nor paſſing three dayes fince, the Viceroy of Argeers had 
commanded a valiant Chriſtian,by Nation a Spaniard, by 
Country and Birth of Caitile, and Toledo, to be draggedat 
a wilde Horſes tayle, and afterwards put to the hornbleſt 
death, tizat barbarous fury could inuent ; ſuch, as his inhu- 
manirie will neuer be forgotten,as long as there is an cyc- 
wicneſſe,or an care to heare it Icfr, 

The compaſſionate Gerardo was {trooke dumbe with 
this dolefull Preface z and at laſt infinitely defired to 
heare the whole Story ; and (if it might not bee too trou- 
bleſume torhem) the Originall occaſion of this bloudy 
ſpecacle. Al which, both his Companions equally willing 
to ſacisfe, that it might the ſafelier be done,they thought 
good to retire "hay into the fields, which they ſoon 
did ; and fitting them downe vypon a hard Rocke, hee that 
firlt gaue notice of the Tragedy, began thus to make his 
Relation. 

I would not, worthy Countri-man,that your ſelfe or any 
other that ſhall heare this wofull Story from my mouth, 
ſhould owethe leaſt thankes ro my {lender paines in reci- 
ting it ; ſince the cauſe and motiue of recounting, muſt be 
to me ſufficient ſatisfaQion z which is, the exalting Gods , 
glory,and his inſcrutable Iudgements, which, in the deeds 
and ations of this moſt happy,moſt excellent Martyr,ſcem I 
with particular admiration to ſhine bright: whom, __ { 
luſt, by incredible meanes delivered from many mo 
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dangers,in which he might haue been irremediably ruin'd, 
at laſt he brought him co this happy end, and to the greater 
aduancement of our faith, and reproach of Mooriſme, his 
diuine Maicſlie permitted, that in this rare man ſhould bee 
loyntly ſeenc the Conſtancie and Valour of all the anci- 
ent Martyrs, the contempt of temporall riches, of liſe, 
o__ naturally wee ſo much deſire tro nowtiſh and con- 
crue. 

In the yeere fixe hundreth and three, this valiant famous 
Toledanian was taken Priſoner by Iafer Baſbas , Vice-roy of 
this Citie, his name was Fernando Palomegque, who came to 
his f|weric in this inſuing manner. 

To begin firſt neceſſarily with his life, he was,in his yon- 
er dayes, guiltic ofthe death of a certaine Officer of Iu- 
ice in Toledo , that for ſome diſorderous ryot would have 

apprehended him and others : but himſelte , knowing his 
companions were taken, and willing to eſcape the danger, 
retired ſecretly into the uoona + Pakacks ———_— 
g uing lived ſome yeeres (age and change of manners com- 
Wt — him)an occaſion offered, he married neere the 
n and with ſome ſmall wealth hee had in portion 
at with his Wife ſhortly after, ſer out a Brigantine Veſſell 
TO with fourteene Ores to a ſide,to Sea,which (manned with 

tall fellowes that had lorg been vſed ro Roue vpon ſeverall 
ny Coaſts) held her courſe for Barbary, and all that Coaſt o- 
thy uer he vied to doc notable hurt to the Moores, bringing 
Cl- home with him divers booties and Priſoners , ſo that in 
be time, the valorous Palomeque grew to be ſo couragioully ha- 
ods zardous,gthat landing often at this Port,he would march vp 
cds to the very gates: and from thence carry away the Mooriſh 
em Peſants, that (astheir manner is)draw thither to reſt more 
in ſecurely vnder ſhelter of the Courts of Guard, and ſome- 
times hee would leaue his Dagger ſticking in the yn_ 
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led Babaluete(which looked towards the Harbour) and the 
Turkes in the morning findingit without farther enquirie, 
ſoone preſumed whoſe doing it was : ſuch was the opinion 
they had of his valiant courage, which made his name ter» 
rible ouer all that Coaſt ; inſfomuch thatthe Mooriſh woe- 
men,when they would ſtill and quiet their lirtle ones , ved 
iptheir language to cry out vnto ther, Aceute, caychi Palo» 
meque, that is, Peace,or Palomeque will come. 

Proceeding thus in this Rouing Trade in the beginning 
of the aforeſaid yeere ( becing winter time) hee left the 
Wharfe of /alencis, hauing now allo another Brigantine, 
which, by meanes of his gaines by ſcuerall booties gotten, 
hee had with valiant Souldiers manned out; and now hee 
began to plotand lay about with himfelfe, how hee might 
performe in this Voyage ſome notable ſiratagem: and with 
that intent lanching inco the deepe, and (ſuppoſing, like 
onecunning in the Trade,that Winter being now fo farre 
entred,all the ſhipping of Argiers would bee in cloſe Har- 
bour)having the wind fauourable,and not pafſing ewo hun- 
dreth and fitty miles from Yalenca hither, in leflethen two 
dayes hee got ſight of Barbary , where one night about a 
League to the weſtward of this Citic, hee tooke a Moore , 
who told him, that moſt of the Pyrars Veſſels were inthe 
Harbour warigged,as well of their Frigors, as Brigantines; 
whercfore, Palomeque , thinking it very facile for him to- 
effe& his defigne (which was, to enter the Port and firethe 
ſecure Veſſels ) without more delay,taking his truſty com- 
panions aſide, he made knowne vnto thern his intent, and i ' 
fanding their willingneſke anſwerable, by midnighe (that | 
being the fitteſt ſeaſon) he ſetthe Prowes of his Veſſels to | 
Argires, and vneperceiued,boldly entred the Port, inſo- I 
much,that he preſemily grappled with the enemies _—_— 
amongſia world of Turkiſh Shippes bard by at Anchors | 
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And ( his companions inſtructed) their order was this: 
Feynands had chargedall his Souldiers, that they ſhould 
be very circumſpeR in caſting fice into all the Shipping; to 
which purpoſc,he delivered them flore of wilde-fire balles, 
and other ſuch materials, of which he was plentifully pro 
vided; and himſclfe, whilft this was effeQing, leaping on 
ſhore,would goc to the Bulwarke or Cities Gate towards 
the Sea-fide, on which (asa token of his valour) he would 
(according to his cuſtome ) faſten his Ponyard , but not 
without much hazzard, in refpe&;, that the Turkes- kept 
Watch and Ward all nightlong, as well in the Harbour 
which he was to crofle ouer,as atthe Bulwarke. and Gate, 
whither he meantto goe. 
With this crarrmnes valiant Twedanian got on fhore, 
and marchi ly on to the place, firooke his Da 
in netic Jeming ape faſtned in the axed 
' Boords. In the meane time his companions with all the 
- ſpeed and cunning they could,caſttheir wilde-fire imo the 
Turkiſh Ships; but ſuch was their ill lncke, thar (doe what 
- they could) the fire would never once take hold : vvhich 
- when the inraged Chriſtians ſaw, ſome of them leapt a- 
| boordthe Frigots,doing all they mightto burne them and 
_ (though to ſmall purpoſe) bufic inthis worke, the 
Turkiſh Guard about the Harbour and Bulwarkes, as alſo 
ſome Moores that lay a-boord the ſeuerall Veſſels, awoke, 
and tooke notice of the Chriſtians and their intent , which 
. madethem cry onto thoſe within the Citie, whereby, in 
' an —_— og __ withour, there aroſe a terrible 
; NOI VProarc. . is time Palomeqae was comming 
| Backe from thegate , and — Turkes and —_ | 
* inalarme, running into his Souldiers, hee beganto cncou- 
ors, i © rage themnor todefiſt from the commenced encerprize , 
1 I 22d giue fire againe; which,notwithſtandiog,co their com- 
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mon amazement, would ncuer burne ; wherefore he!i, mad 
with what he ſaw,not fearing the infinit numbers of Barbs. 
r1ans that ſtood before him, with his ſword in hand made 
way , caſting himſelfe amongſithe formoſt, and ſatisfying 
his anger with the deaths of ſome two or three of the 
Watch-men, he got ſafely aboord his owne Brigantines ; 
and ſceing the Moores now flocking together from all 
parts, hee commanded his men to weigh Anchor and to 
Sea, Inthis —_—: Palemeque out of the Port, and 
his ——__ as faſt as they could at their Oares ; bur 
he himſelfe was ſo ſadde and penſariue, that, after he had 
= fifry miles, hee vvas vpon reſoluing (as hee told ys 
ce) toreturne, within three daycs againe to his enter- 


prize. 

Whilſt theſe things paſſed, the Viceroy had notice of 
the ſucceſle ; and therefore(though it were night) he wil. 
led that fue of his beſt Captaines ſhould come to him : 
whom he preſently commanded,that they ſhould with all 
ſpced, diſperſe themſclues ſeuerall wayes m purſuite ofthe 
Brigantines, and though they rowed themſelues to d 
not returne without them. The fiue Maſters hauing hear 
the Viceroys pleaſure,were willing to cffc his defire:and 
ſo,ſuddenly manning their Gallies, one of them -held his 
courſe Eaftward,and the other Weſt: two others North; 
and the laftGreeke No-North-Eaſt. And hauing luſtic 
Rowers, anda ſtrong deſire to ouertake the Chriſtians , 
they droue amaine. The Pyrats that went Northward 
direQly for Falencia, rowed fo fiercely,that,the next mor- 
ning before noone,they deſcricd the two Brigantines,that 
had now alſo kenned the Gallics:and ſuſpeRting the worſt, 
began to fly,and the Turks to giue them chaſe aboue for- 
ty miles; till at length, the Gallies having too great an ad- 
vantage, ouertooke the hindermoſt, in which our valiant 
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Spaniard went ; which,becing boorded, but nor without 


many wounds, deaths and braue reſiſtance, was at length 


taken, and the men in her,Prifoners, whilſt the other inthe 


meane time eſcaped.. 


The Turkes were not a little glad of the good ſucceſle, . 


and ſo much the more, when by the Chriltians they vn- 
derſtood the famous Pakwregque to be.gne of chem, and al- 
ſothe intent of his Voyage : wherefore with wonderfull 
— they came back to this Citie; vvhere they were 
no ſooner landed, when (his Captiuiticbeing knowne) all 
the Harbour and Sea-ſhore yvas couered with Turkes , 
Moores and Renegares, defirous to ſee yvith their eyes, 


him, vvhom formerly they ſo.much feared intheir hearts, - 


The Viceroy was excecdi ded, and thanking the 
Maſters, for having fo well difcharged his commands, hee 
willed that Pe/omegue ſhould be carried to his Bathes, and 
there vvith the reſt of his Slaues, whither by nexr 
day a huge rabble of Mooriſh boyes were gotten toge. 
ther ro behold. (as a Prodigie ) the diſtreſſed Palomegue 
- IM long Chaine, and marked in the face for a 
ue 


The Viceroy longed for examples fake to performe 
ſome norable piece of Iuſtice ypon him, and ſo, without 
deferring his purpoſe, commanded, that ſetting vp a Gal- 
lowesin the place where the Spaniard was landed, hee 
ſhould bee taken , and as chiefc Ring-leader of ſich bold 
enterprizes , bee hung by the heelesata Tenter-hooke, 
till with that miſcrable rorment he dyed. 


This barbarous intent was cuen ready { to the whole - - 


Cities reioycing that went outto ſce it)to be put in execu- 
tion; bur Heaucn,that had nor yer determined the happy 
accompliſhment of his martyrdome,permitted,that(com- 
ming to notice of ſome of the Captaine Pyrats, _ hee 

ould 
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ſhould be pur to death) they thinking ir too great a cruel. 
ty, and conſulting amongſt themſclues, they reſolued to 
preſent their ſupplicarion tothe Viceroy , and defire him 
to reuoke the ſentence : and amongſt many forcible rea. 
ſons they alledged,the chiefeſt was, the cuſtome of good 
Warre, to procure what ſpoilethey could toan enemy,in 
goods, ndce ſhipping.z.butnot to puniſh the perſons 
with death:and the tormer they did, as,likewiſe the Chri- 
ſtians to them, by deſtroying mpgnges thar came in 
their wayes: burſuch cruelty, they ſaid , was vnfittings 
for that haply the Spaniard might require them in the 
like kinde, if they (as it was likely enough ) ſhould ar any 
time be taken Priſoners :.and they that inſiſted moſt ypon 
this, were the two that had taken him : wheretore the 
Viceroy, much againſt his will, was forced to giue order 
for bf Le him, and (haning remained fo along 
houre) ro be returned to his bathes ro the reſt of the Cap. 
tives, by whom he was molt louingly comforted , and by 
_ good Surgeon then amongſt them, cured, 

Along time after his recoucrie hee remained in this 
Capriuitic , the Viceroy not once offering to treat of his 
Ranſome ; though,diuers, at Palomegaes inſtance and in. 
treatie propoſed it: buthee to auoid thole frequent per. 
ſwaſtons, towards the end of his Goucrnment , in ex- 
change of orher Slaues and handſome Yourhs,which hee 
hearkened afterro preſentto the Grand Signiors Fauou- 
rires, gaue him to one of the Gouemours of Treweſe,to 
which place Palomegne was thortly after ( ro his. no ſmall 
— carried: and now all his meanes being gone by the 
olle of his Brigantines, he was vrterly deſhiture of all his 
hope ; which yet at Argiers he had, that by helpe of the 
 Trantarian Friers, who colle and carry charitable Ran- 
ſomes for diucrs Capriucs , as allo by the An of 

ome 
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ſome other Chriſtian Merchants trading in thoſe parts , 
his libertic might be effected : but wanting both theſe 
in Tremefine,nc altogether deſpaired of remedy ; beſides, 
his miſery was more increaſcd ; for his preſent Maſter, no 
ſooner had notice of the Viceroy his leauing Argrers ( for 
feare of whom he durſt nor {cll him) when, he cauſed him 
toleade the wotulleſt life that was poſsible , all ro the in- 
tent that the poore man ſhould procure him a round ran- 
ſome, becing impoſsible for him to effe&, as you haue 
heard. In fine, ſecing himſclfe fo firangely atflited , and 
miſle-vſed by his cruell Owner, he was forced to demaund 
of him, in how much hee cſtcemed the price of his liberty; 
eelling him withall, that though bimſelfe were extreme 
pooreand wretched ; yet, if his demand vvere any thing 
reaſonable, he vvould write to ſome friends at Argiers and 
ethers in Sp@xe torelicuc him; which, when the Barbarian 
heard, he made knowne vato him, that hee eſteemed his 
ranſome at two hundreth Ducats, which hee would haue 
paid downe vpon the naile (threatning a moſt horrible 
death withall vato him, if hee did nor ſpeedily provide the 
aforeſaid ſumme :) VWhereupon the poore Captive, not 
daring'to reply, thought vpon ſome meanes for his liberty, 
and to this purpoſe, wrote to many Chriſtian Merchants, 
a$ alſo to the Bathes and Canine of Argiers,in which, for 
his great Valour,he was well knowne and cfteemed, giving 
them particular account ofthe infinit miſerics he endured, 
and ing them for his ranſome: ſo that atlaſt,againſt 
all expeQation, the redeeming Friers helping , the two 
hundreth Ducats were ſent him , vvhich hee forthwith de- 
livered to his curſt Patron z who very leiſurely fell rotel- 
ng the money, and having done, withourta word ſpoken , 
laid hold ypon a knotty Truncheon, & catching the poore 
Slaue by the Collar, gaue him diuers bangs, crying out as 
en> 


Ms ———— 


—_— 


— 
m—mm—m—_——__ 


350 GERARDO, 


then, Traitor, Dogge; Is this all I asked for thy Ranſome ? 
To this the miſcrable Chriſtian, not a little afflited, made 
anſwere : VWhy,Sir, are not the whole two hundreth there? 
perhaps, there may two or three be wanting, Good Ma- 
ſter, be not angry for ſo {mall a ſumme , ſince it ſhall goe 
hard, but I will makethem vp. Whereto the Infidell (iri- 
king him a-freſh with the Truncheon , replide ; Dogge, [ 
demanded noleflc then two hundreth and 3 Which 
when Palomeque heard, and perceiving withall the Berbari- 
ans villany, he was glad to write againe in the ſame ſtile for 
the other fifty, that were wanting, which, being not long af- 
ter remitted vnto him,moft iocund now,as thinking the mi 
ſcries ofthis captiuitic might haueend hee preſented them 
to his Patron, which was no ſooner done, when, that In» 
fernall Monfter, caught hold on him againe, and with 
blowes and buffers moſt ſhametully imreated bim, ſaying, 
he was to ginc him rwo hundreth and foureſcore Ducats, 
or he for it. 

What ſhould the vnfortunate man doe in this caſe? ſee- 
ing himſelfe fo cauſcleſſclytormented ; and on the other 
fide, conſidering, that, that cruell beaſt had neither word, 
nor honeſty torely on ?Poore ſoule ! hee accuſed his hard 
fortune, bewailed his miſery, importuned Heauen, melted 
himſclfe to fighes and teares, and wounded the very aire 
with ſad grones : but ſeeing there was no other ,he 

- durftnot refiſt the infamous minde of his barbarous Ma- 
ſer ; and, ſo;re-ſoliciting his charirable benefaQors, by g 
uving themto vnd of his firenge misfortunes , he ſo 
mooued ſome of theirhearrs tocompaſſion,thar,in a ſhort 
time they furniſhed him with the thirty Ducars that were 
yet behind; and,ſo,carrying them to the Gouernor,he deſi- 
red, that his Letter of freedome might be drawne, ſince he 
had now gotten him the ref of his money, - . 
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Who could haue thought, but that all was here ended, 
and that the Barbarian was chroughly farisfied? but nothing 
leſſe :he rather (ſhamcleſſe) trels him, he muſt make vp the 
price of his Ranſome, to iu(t three hundred Ducacts; for 
that he, vvho could fo ſpeedily find two hundred and four- 
ſcore, might cafily procure the reſt. And to force him to 

| this, ſweares by his Prophet , that if he did not comply, he 
\ vvould burne him aliue. When the valiant Palomeque had 
- heard ourrhis incredible wickedneſle , and that the inhu- 
mance Rogue, had neither feare of God , faith nor reaſon, 
confidering alſo how much 'paines and ſhame that money 
had already coſt him; that , with the impertunitic of his 
ſtrange, ſeuerall new demands , hee had vvearicd all his 
Chriſtian friends; and that now no place vvas left from 
vwhenceto expeR further remedie, ( his paticuce quite gi. 
ving him ouer, and his loathedlife grownedefperate) inan 
inftant he ranto.a {word , vvhich hung in the Chamber 
where they vvere, and clozing with his Patron, thruſt him 
(vnable to defend himſelfe)fo often thorow the bodie, that 
he crumbled to the ground; and there, cutting and hacking 
him; at every blow vvith furious indignation repeates 

There, Dogge, take and fatisfic thy inſatiable auarice 0 
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There were preſent towards night when this vvas done, - 
two ofthe Gouerneurs Renegate Boyes, (or Ingles rather) 
each being abour a ſixteen yeeres of age. Theſe, when they 
ſaw their Maſter thus {laine, began te enforce their cries, 
but Palowmegque quickly ouertooke one ofthem and flue him, 
IC the other vvas toonimble for him,who had now raiſed the 
were I neighbours well-nigh, ſo that Pa/omegue ſeeing his danger, 
deſi- © was faige (the beſt he could) to ſhift for himſclfe,and vvan- 
ting no -y- vvith crofſiag three or foure Lanes, tho- 
row an open Gate in one of them, hee got into the _ 
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and running vp and downe there, at length (vneſpied) hee 
made to the chiefe Gouernours Garden,in which he knew 
a captiue Countriman of his ſerued as Gardiner. To him 
then Palomegque addreſſing himſelfe , made knowne his di- 
ſtrefle, and conſidering how firit a ſearch vvould be made 
for him, by mutuall aduice of both it was agreed, that Pals- 
meque fhnould be locked into a Vault, vvhich fioodin a fe+ 
cret part of the Garden, where for his ſafety hee remained 
fiftecne dayes, without comming day or night out of that 
diſmall obſcuritie, till at laſt hoping the worſt was paſt, hee 
determined to flic by land to Ore», a Garriſon towne in 
Barbary belon ing to the m__ Spame. To this reſolu- 
tion,though full of danger, (as being his laſt refuge) he was 
forced; and ſuch was his ill fortune, that the ſecond day of 
his traucll, before he was aware, hee lighted vpon certaine 
wilde Alarbes Cottages, and percciuing his danger, about 
to haue retiredzthey ſeeing him,and he defending himſelfe, 
and withall offending thoſe which followed him, vnable 
long to reſiſt their violence , eſpecially by becingouertur- 

by a horſeman, that pirtifully rode ouer him and brui- 
ſed his face; and wounded in his body , with ſome Arrow- 
ſhots, hee was forced to yeeld. Not many daies after the 
misfortune, this Ar«b1ax,whoſe priſoner our Palomegue was, 
comming tothe Port of Sargel, a towne not paſſing twenty 
Leagues to the Weſtward of this; he ſold him toa Tegerin, 
or Moriſcan Pyrate of Andsluzia , who ſiraight ſet him to 
the Oarc, with the reſt of the Chriſtian captiues that were 
in his Frigot, where (thovgh his face was bruiſed, and hee 
disfigured) yet hee was by many knowne, who had beene 
formerly acquainted with him in this Citticz where the oc+ 
caſion of his flight was by this time diuulged. Well knew 
the ſorrowfull Palomegue the danger he was in, and therfore 
very {ad and penfatiug , uot knowing what courle to = 
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he iuftly feared,thar if the Frigot went to Argrers,he ſhould 
cherebe put to death : which made him reſolue to ſer vp his 
reſt vpon his valour and induſtry , cither nobly to die, or 
brauely to cſcape. 

It ſeemed that Fortune dallying with this man, preſented 
him with all the occaſions he could wiſh for, that ſhe might 
inthe accompliſhment, the better ſhew her waucring in- 
conſtancie ; and fo in midſt of this troubleſome confution, 
ſhe offcred him this laſt meanes,in which he ſhewed to the 
world his couragious mind, vadaunted courage. Argiers 
was at this time much afraid,left the forces of men and mu. 
nition, which our King Dep Phzlip the third cauſed to bee 
in a readineſſe, (for the more fate expulſion of the Mori/- 
cos) inthe moſt important Ports of Spaine, were meant to 
her; and therefore one of her Viceroys cares was , to com- 
maund, that all the Wheat which might bee had in the 
Territory, and other parts of Africa , ſhould bee brought 
hither; ro which cffcR, be {entto Sergel,giuing order to the 
aforeſaid Tagerin, Owner of our C aſtihan, to repaire to the 
Citty of Bona for prouiſions ; which hee accordingly cfic+ 
Qing, aſſoone as he came thirher, landed Wheat, Butter, 
and other prouiſions, cuecn till Midſummer Eue , at which 
time all the Turkes and Moores went on ſhore, cach defi- 
rous to buy ſome things for his family at home, ſo thar,not 
paſſing twelue or fourtcene Souldiers left now aboord, the 
couragious Palomeque intimating thus much to his com- 
panions that carried Vieuals and burdens to and fro from 

the Towne to the Frigor, they A. the ſlackneſle of 
their Maſters, began to lay hold vpon the vvondrous occa- 
ſion that was offered, to ſeize the Frigot. Palomeque too ſo 
belped on, thatat length they reſolued at their next vnloa- 
ing toeffcR their purpoſe, The Chriſtians vvere in all,of 
thole the Viceroy ſent, and _ that belonged to the bar- 
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barous Ardaluzian,ſome fixty and odde perſons; and being 
thus reſalued,asthey entred vvith their Clothes and Vieu- 
als, the Steward of the Frigot, vvho vvas alſo one of the 
conſpiracy, gaue them foure Turkiſh Semitars, which hee 
had kept ſecretly hidden ; and the reſt that had no ſwords, 
layd hold vpon Plankes, Billers, or any kind of Armes that 
came next to hand , which fury or r.eccſiity miniſtred to 
them; and this done, they as ſuddenly ſct vpon the Turkes 
that remained in the Frigot: Palomeque ruſhing amongſt 
them, gaue one a terrible cut in the head, and hee and is 
companions ſo outragioutly beſtirred themſelues amongſt 
the reſt, and ſo furiouſly oppreſled them, that they forced 
foure of eight Turkes which defended the Sterne, to caſt 
themſclues ouer-boord into the Sea. They that remained 
fore and —_— they could to hinder the Chriſtians 
fro cuttingthe Cables , in which all their hopes conſiſted ; 
for they were ſure ( if they could keepethe Chriſtians from 
making to ſea trom their Anchors) their own companions 
would ſoone from Land give them ayde : which fell our as 
happily forthem as they could wiſh; ſince their enemies 
vnable to withſtand, gaue leaue to the multitudes of Turks 
and Moores that euery way beſet them,to come aboord to 
their fellowes; who with their ſhot made ſuch a ſlaughter 
amongſt the poore vnarmed, naked Chriftians,that having 
flaine moſt of them, they now entred all inart the fore-Ca- 
ſile, which they compelled the Defendants to yeeld vp. 
The Tageren thus re-poſſeſſed of his Veſlell, the firſt 
thing he did, was, toclappe ſuch (as heethought fu) vnder 
Hatches, and threatning the reſt with gricuous torments, 
he beganto inquire our the author of this rebellion, (which 
vaderſtood by ſome) cheir baſe feare made them not onely 
confefle the truth, bur detiring al{oto gaine their Patrons 
good will, they made kaowne vato bim,(which they mig 
we 
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well haue concealed) that the cauſer of this ſeditiva, was, 


- the famous and feared Palomegae: with which, he extreme- 


ly inraged, though in part well pleaſed to haue that partie 
in his power, of whom ſo many wiſhed to bee reuenged, 
cauſed him to be kept in ſure hald,and being acriued at Ar- 
giers, he gaue the Viceroy account of the vvhole ſucceſle, 
andthe Author of it: defiring him for cloze and vp-ſhat 
of his diſcourſe, that he vvould bee pleaſed ro hauc ſome 
iciuſtice inflicted vpon him. The Baſbs,from the 
firſtrime of his arriuall from Conftentizeple , defired much 
to know Palomegue, as, beeing extraordinaric affeQionate 
to his ſtrange valour and courage; and ſo vnable to diſſem- 
ble his longing, hee commaunded to haue him foorthwith 
br to his preſence, vvhere hauing vviſtly eyed hitn, 
and conſidered, that if this man vvould curne Mabe- 
metan,(beſides the great good ſeruice he might do his Pro- 
pher) hee (hould allo gaine the Grand Srgmior an excellent, 
important Souldier; after hee had a line queſtioned with 
him, he propoſcd at laſt his intent : ſomerimes ſceking by 
faire meanes, and m—_——— by threates to reduce himto 
his purpoſe; and nor onely aſſured him ( if he would fulfill 
his Gefire his life, but with great oathes and offers obliged 
himſelfe, rochuſc him a vvite that ſhould bring himlarge 
(ſeflions, vvherewith he might liue nobly,and maintaine 
imſelfe in all plenty. To all vvhich, our honeſt Spanrzard, 
with much freedome anſwered, That his Highneſle needed 
not ſo vainely trouble himſelfe, ro perſwade him to fo del- 
perate a madnefle , from the accompliſhment of vvhich he 
wasſo farre, that with che trial, hee ſhould berter perceiue 
by his conſtant reſolution : forthat not only the riches and 
carthly fortunes propoſed, vvere inſufficient ro make him 
forſake his Religion pn but from that inſtant alſo 
he promiſed to luffer tor it A infinitic of Torments, m_ 
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and Martyrdome. Bu for all this anſwer, the Viceroys 
hopes, nor their perſwaltc::s prefent ceaſed not z though 
neither one nor other, nor the Racke (ct before him, vvere 
once able ro mollifie his firmeneſle , rather with an inuinci- 
ble courage, when they moſt threatned, hee (leaſt caring) 
ſmiled : wherefore the Viceroy,as well vexed with his per- 
ſeucrance, as importuned by a great number of Turkes and 
Moores, that cried tohaue him putto death, without more 
delay, cauſed himto be delivered to the kindred of thoſe 
that were flaine by him, that they might take what reuenge 
they thought firteſt on him : and ſtraight this newes. was 
blowne throughout the whole Cirtic, ſo that (being known 
who it was that ſhould die) the fixects were in a trice even 
ſirewed with people; and the women vnaccuſtomed to bee 
ſeenc, gotto their doores,and vpon their Turrets with con- 
fuled ſhowres of gladneſſe to be fpeRators. 

Whilſt theſe things paſt in euery corner of the vproard 
Cittic, the Tarkes and Moores that were with P we in 
the Palace, wearie of reuiling, commaunded a vvild horſe 
to be brought, and tyed him with'cords to his taile: and in 
that manner he was dragged to the Market-place, where 
thoſe dogges percciuing, that if they paſſed farther on, the 
Priſoner dying inthat torment, might eſcape others more 
cruell and bloody prepared for him, mooued with their ra- 
uenous defires, they made him1to bee vnbound, and a baſe 
Moore, that was to be his Executioner, ſuddenly ficpped 
out; who fixing onthe ground a paire of Stockes neere P«- 

ng, he layd hold on his left Jegge, 


thou wilt rather {uffer thy ſelfeto be torne ag = 
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fider, wretched man, whil(t yer thou haſt breath, and time 
to repent thy folly, beſeeching his Highneſſe to vic his ac- 
cuſtomed p! an G To this not falling 
courage, with an angry tone Palome- 
gee ſuddenly replied : Wretched Barbarian, thou, and all 
thoſe of your damned SeAthat behold me, are choſe that 
indlyerre, and are moſt miſerable ; fince following the 
abuſcs of a curſed Impoſtor, you ſuffer your (clues 
torun h into damnation : and therefore I neither 
feare the torments of ſo loathſome, naſty a generation,nor 
make any other reckoning then thou haſi ſcene of their me- 
naces. Cur, divide, tcare, and dil-i this wearied 
Trunke of mine: vvhen you haue done ond that this fee- 
ble body periſh by your miſcreant hands; yer may ſoule, ne- 
uer forſaking her true Creator, ſhall mount to heauen, and 
his diuine goodneſſe (hall (I doubt noe) giue mee courage 
and ſufferance for the extremeſt rortures you can inflict : 
and with this, raifiag a more thenmanly voyce, he conclu- 
ded,crying out, A Chriſtian I am , and a Chriſtian I will 
dye, maugre your powers, and Hels cogether. No ſooner 
had he fo ended , when the mercikeflſe Hang-man at foure 
or five blowes cut off his tirrop legge cloſe by the knee, 
and ſome Moores holding him from talling, gaue order to 
the ſame Berbareen, that as hee had cur off the legge inthe 
e,he ſhould do the ſame to his ſword-arme, 
ſeruing members alike , vvhich had beene the cruell 
terrours tocheirnation. This was (as the former) fulfilled, 
and our valiant Spaniard now turned into a double Spring 
of blood, the griefe and torment of his diſmembred corps, 
could not but þe cuen inſupportable ; but heauen gave this 
blefied Soule firength and courage to ſuffer, filling with a- 
maxement , all che Turkes, Moores and Renegates, by 
whom in infinit numbers this horrible ſpeQacle was incom< 
| : Aa 3 paſſed. 
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aſſed, After this, the body vnder-propped by foure per- 
> they expected till the Gibber was rm je. bona: 
to bee hoyſied, and faſtened vpon Tenter-hookes , which 
was ſoone done, and his body caught vp in the midfi by a 
Pully, to the higheſt part of the Gibber, and being furiouſly 
let downe againe, fixed vpon the Yron hookes, which were 
ſet vpon the fearefull Engine , and fo the expiring body 
was {irooke thorow by thoſe ſharpe points : butthe bleſſed 
Palomeque in midſt of thardolorous T raunce , loſt not the 
leaſt part of his manly courage; rather,in all thoſe cruelland 
fearefull rocments, the marucilous ſplendour of his true 
faith, and firme affeAtion to his Redeemer , ſhined more 
glorioufly; vpon vvhom calling vvith miraculous perſeuc- 
rance, he gaue vp the ghoſt, atter hee had remainedalmoſt 
foure and twenty houres in that terrible anguiſh, to the ge- 
nerall aſtoniſhment of a vvorld of barbarous Turkes and 
Moores preſent at his glorious departure. The next mor- 
ning vpon the Boord,to which his arme and hand was nai- 
led, appeared an Epitaph in Verſe , written in a faire ſheete 
of white Parchment, which beeing read by many Chrifti- 
ans, before the Moores could _ that and the member 
downe to burne them z and my felfe having beene one a- 
moneſt the reſt that had a fight of it, I thinke it not amiſle, 
tor the goodnefle, to make repetition of it vmto you. 


Fixe, Chriſtian Paſſenger, thine eyes 
On this ond 4% ara hat hes 
Now, (a void Carkaſe,) prey to Fowle, 
That late inclos'd « g/orious Soule, 
Weepe net for him, that wy'd to aye, 
To line a Martyr laſtinghy : 
Dry vp thy teares, for js who (ble) 
Pities owr woes, that want bis reſt. 


— _ — 


+ 


"M The -ronfortunate Spaniard. 359 


— — — — — 


es CC 


Let ſuch as loue their Countries good, 
Dye Skarfes in Palomeque's blood, 
And weare the Red ; that, when ſome he 
Hlfe Batbary is Armes (ball ſee 
; Hereafter uith the Skarlet ſight, 
Whole Squadrons he may put to flight. 
You Captiues, home to Spaine that wend, 
Thoſe golden $ ands bid Tagus ſend 
His Rawſome; and, Granada's Towne, 
Thy ſacred Mount, this Martyr, crowne. 


Here ceaſed the Chriſtian, leauing Ge- 
raras to cquall pittie, bur with much more admiration ac 
the ſirange ſuccefſe, and now before their Patrgn ſhould 
bee at home, to finde fault with their long being abroad, 


they were willing, by way of preucotion, to ceturne to the 


You b before, — a Chamber ap- 
pointed by himſclfe, where ſeparated from the other Cap- 
tives,he mi with ſome cheerefulneſſe paſſe the irkeſom- 
neſſe of hisflaveric. Hither (raking leaue of his compani- 
ons) Rand ready to fit him downe in a little cor- 
ncr where his bed ſtood, yponthe Couerler (contrary to 
his jon)he found his ſupper vpin a poore 
= e linnen Clowr; which was,a loafe of bread,and ſome 
ittle fruite; and giuing thankes preſently to his diuine Ma- 
ker, whoinſo ache had this particular fa- 
uour vnto him; about to cut the hee ay a piece 
of paper, which(roconceale the bulke and bignefle of the 
Con folded) ſiucke init; which held him - no 

c, till vnwrapping the folds, hee might ee 2 
womans hand (as he geſſed) in Spenyþ CharaQers, which, 


though ag ill one to reade, yer looking more warily vpon 
Aa 4 the 
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the Letters, he right make a ſhift-to colle& our of them 
the inſuing Contents. 


Chrifian , Heenen that hath permitted thee to come to ſo 
great misfortune comfart thy aſflsHted beart ; be of good cexrage, 
and deſpatre not of thy remedy. If the Patron this nizht ſet « 
prece vpon thy ranſome, and it may ſeeme exceſriue to thee ,, be 
wot troubled with his exorbitancit, nor d;ſquict hum with thy ex- 
caſes: rather(becauſe then can ft not help ut) yeeld to bis demand, 
aiking fir ft, fafficrent reſpite. In which time , if, from Spaine 
thou i wot be relieued, God Almighty may be pleaſed that 
here thy wants ſballbe ſuppltde.. T enioyme thee me ſecreſie , ſince 
thine owne affatres will wellrepreſent ute thee how mach it im» 
por ts thee * , 


Whom wouldnotthe Contents of theſe lines haue 
with admiration ? and, who againe,in ſo ſad an cſtare 
bur have recciued comfort,with ſuch bopes? which, h 
doubrfully fantaſticallz yer, did much rowze vp Gerards's 
affliQed ſpirits, who(ir may well befaid) neuerfound him- 
ſclfe more waucring and. irrefolute, then with the preſent 
ſucceſle : _— one fide his willing cen 
might gine ſome credit ro it; yer, onthe other , his judge- 
ment and good aduice obliged him to a heedy feare of his 
barbarous Maſters fubriltie, whoſe ſtratagema he might well 
ſuppoſe this was,to make him yeeld tohis demand,(which 
once performed)it would be altogether impoſhible for him 
to be againe freed from it. 

Inthis manner he reſted, berwixttwo opinions, vncer- 
taine in his cleRion, till, ſuchtime as Ferrs, becing come 
in,he was called to goeto him; ſo that vvith this ſhortneſle 
of rime, hee now at reſolued to conforme himſelfe 
tothe inſtruction of the Lexgrs vaknowne Owner. 

Ferri 
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Ferrs, had but as then newly ſupped ; and, therefore 
(though he found him alone) hee well perceiued,thar iuſt 
as he came in, ſome women had retired newly out of his 
company, for his eyes got a _ of them, asthey drew 
certaine Curraines thar ſerued for the roomes partition, 

Gerardo had many times heard, that the Mooriſh wo- 

' men werencuer ſo nice,as to hide themyfrom being ſeene 
by their Slaves; and therefore this ſeemed the ſtranger no- 
uelry vnto him : but without conſulting further with his 
fuſpitions, hee hearkened ro his Patrons diſcourſe , who, 

ing courtcoufly asked him of his health and he anſwe- 
red as reſpeRiuely ro his Maſters content, hee heard him 
on, inthis manner : Efteeme ir, Chriſtian ; for no ſmall 
—_— thatthou art come into my power: for(lerme* 
cats hne ome ihgparoes charger 
wutiewo to thee, thar, 
thou wouldeſt not not haue expeRed thy Maſters 
pleaſure, but thou thy ſelfe wouldeſt haue propoſed thine 
owne liberall Ranſome,though it might not hauc been ac- 
cepted : which wevſe rodoe often, not, that any of vs 
are — am ranſorze our Priſoners, bur thar they with 
ſceing how difficultly their liberties are obtained, may 

a make the greater eſtimation of them;, and. accordingly 

« their owne offers voluntarily the larger;. T, Gerards;omit- 

" ting this common cuſtome, haue beene willing to excuſe 

h 

mM 


towards thee, all prolixe ſuſpenſion'of miſery: ; and hauc 

therefore left thee free ro exempr thy ſelfe from: my 0- 

cher Caprtiues,which I ſhall continue ſo todoe, if thou re- 

folue to-pay mee for the abſolute cleering of thy perſon 
noo and ranſome two thouſand Ducats, which price,meaſured 
with moderation, Fdemaund:: and, that, being no-greater 
if aſumme, thou maiſt cauſe it tobeethe ſooner raiſed in 
6 thine owne Countrey, Thus,thou haſt heard. my laſt reſo. 
lution: 


362 GERARDO, 


lution, goe then ro thy Chamber, and bethinke thee of a 
firtime and reſpite for the accompliſh ment (which _—_— 
not ouer-tedious) thou ſhalt the better pleaſe mee : 
—_ know, that it is in vaine, and to thy preiudice , - 
reply vpon che ſaid quantitie zfor (not to weary thy (elfe) 
ured thouart well able to pay ir. 
"Grad as ſoon as euer heheard the exorbitant ſumme 


, would poliiley of haue anſwered the Patron, ma- 
ion —— yment, neither had he 
omitted fo doing _ O——_ ſhorrneſle of 


his owne fortunes, which by his ſuite and long impriſon- 
ment had beene decreaſed; ) butthar, iuſt as he was ready 


to vefold his lips to jpealue _—_ ſce one of the women 
— ken her hand from her, 


uing by thatdumbe tro vnderſtand that he ſhc 
be gone : hh inc Rkis care) yet he immediately 
obeyed, and left rhe roome, extremely forrowfull ; for 
his Patrons wilfull obſtinacie w illy afflited him, 
and more, the difficulty of the accomplithment; where- 
fore, his captiuitic now like to be more redious then hee 
nggks for,he could not but fall into afreſh reſentment of 
gy rp de paſſed all that night, and 
P in theſe cares,Gerer that night, 
_- of the next day, when about dinner-time a Chriſtian 
ce-Slaue brought him his 0 ſuſtenance, and lea» 


uing it with him,he found,asthe firſt time, a Paper,vvhich 


(opened) ſhewed him theſe lines: 
She, whoto day and yeſterday wrote tothee, is the ſame , who 
lit night made fognes, * without replying to the Patron, thew 


ſheuldeit turne thy backe : Take it not 2 Gerardo, for the ex- 
perience of his condition, forced me to it and baddeſt thou con- 


Sraaicted , the left of thy danger muſt haue beene to je ur: 
oleſe 
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cloſe dangeen, which might hane creſced and daſhed many good 
proietts wee muſt ſet on feate : Arme then thy ſelfe nith pati- 
ence, and demannd of Ferra fixe moneths reſpite ( foure at leaſt 
hee will be ſure ts grant thee) for thy ranſome, in which time 
thes maiſt ſend and heare from Spaine ; and I , by heanens 
helpe , may thinke pon ſonue commentent generall remedy for 
vs all, | 


The greateſt light that this Letter gaue to Gerardo,was, 
to increaſe in him a greater aſtoniſhment and confuſion , 
bur, diſpoſed wholly to tollow the aduice of thar inuifible 
Counſellour, he put it in execution : and, iuſt as the Pa« 
= fore-{poke, it befell him with his Patron ; and there- 
ore from that very moment, he purpoſed to write to his 
Brother Zeoncio & his deare Mother, giving themnorice of 
his miſerable captiuitie,conueying his Lerters bymeans of 
fome Chriſtians ranſomed, by the Tr#niarian Redeeming 
Friers, who rerarned for Spaine ; where they with the 
newes no ſooner were landed , when (for his Tragicall 
ſucceſſes had made him famous } his Capriuitic was 

thorow all thoſe Provinces ; I will not (for breui- 
ties ſake) cumber my ſelfe,with deſcribing the freſh teares 
of hi loued Mother, or the iuſt griefe of his good Bro- 
ther,his beſt friend Leoxcro,and kindred : onely I muſt not 
ſlightly ouerpaſſe the ſadde moane and amorous reſent- 
ment of the faire il|-recompenced Nie , who ſtill ſhewed 
to the world her firme and loyall affe@ton , ſince neither 
_—_ m—__ g_—_ his diſdainfull _—_ 2 
ſtrange forgerfulneſſe,nor time, that makes all things to 
cons Ae one iot diminiſh her affeion, nor laſtly, 
excuſe her afflicted amorous heart , from the griefe and 
torment thar ſcized it, as ſoone as ſhee ynderſtood of the 
dondage of her deare delired Owner. _ 
. Cc 
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She had(ifinthis Hiſtories firſt part you remember ja. 
ken SanRuary at a Nunnery, from whence (conforming 
her ſelfe ro her Fathers will) ſhe atrended the proſecution 
of her ſuire with Gererde,which ſhe had ſoone giuen ouer, 
but that a filiall ref feare, and the of obtai. 
ning him fora Husband, detained her : and therefore the 
firſt happy newes of his liberry, ſhe bore with equall joy 
and ſadneſſe; though in her Father it made a deeper im- 
prefion : for as in mens noble breſts ſuch hurtfull acci- 
dents haue a more powerfull operation, then diſeaſes or 
the bodics infirmities : ſo , the conſidering himſelfe and 
his childediſhonoured, (hopeleſſe of amends ) ſhortened 
his dayes,and quickly ended his life ; infomuch that Neſe's 
diſcomfort and ſolitarineſle was increaſed , and the more, 
with the care of her eſtate and Family: though none of all 
theſe were ſufficient todrawe her from the Monaſtery , 
where, many a time, ſhe would profeſſe,thar,liuving with- 
out her Gerardo, ſhe would there end her weary lite. Here 
then thenewes came to her cares, and with notable ſor- 
row to her ſoule, the diſcreet conſideration of what dif. 
ficulries might be oppoſed to his liberty, (ſhe lighting on 
the very ſame, that there troubled Gerardo in his captivity) 
ſure coo that his ſuire & former impriſonment could leaue 
him very ſmall meanes,and onthe other (ide ſhee was no 
leſſe affliQed in being ignorant of the place where hee en- 
dured his miſerable {lauery , for till then ,ſhee had received 
no morethen a kinde of confuſed knowledge of ſuch a 
thing : ſo that,defirous to be certainly informed, ſhee pur- 
poſed to ſend one of her ſeruants to Madrid, yvho might 
there ſecretly vnderſtand the whole bufinefle. 
Theſe things thus paſſed in Spaine , whilft Gerardo ex- 
ing in Berbery his Mother and Brothers Letters , wore 
away the tedious time of his impriſonment, ſometimes, in 
. part 
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part diuerted, by the ſcuerall tickers hee received fromthe 
voknowne Writer, and otherwhiles with the hope of his 
expeaed ranſome. But that was long delayed, till at aſt , 
when cuen vveary with gaping attendance, hee had recko« 
ned dayes, meafured houres, and numbred minnnes : the 
time drewneerc, in which, by all probability, (his Lerters 
delivered) he might expeR an anfwere : After this, all hee 
recciued vvas onely a poore Letter, from his poorer Mo- 
ther, asfull of comfortable words and ſorrow for his mis- 
fortunes,as void of fatisfaion for his Patron, concluding 
at length, with tetting him know, that his Brother Zeonco 
had beene abſent from her, and that to effeRhis defire, ſhe 
had carefully difpatcht one to him ; but it feemed Gerards's 
tl Jucke was ſuch, thatthough his forrowfull Mother vied 
her beſt diligence, (he could not fo ſpeedily as the limired 
time required, prouide bis ranfome, by reafon of Leoxcio's 
dangerous fickneſſe, which was neceſlarily firft to bee loo. 
ked into, that with the recovery of his health, his captiucd 
Brothers liberty might the berter be effeQed. 
Gerardoaltogether ignorant of what paſſed at home, fea- 
ring leaſt the limited refpite once expired, the Patron would 
change his ftile,falling to his vſuall rigour, grew exrremely 
, in ſuch fort,that one of thoſe Captiues vvho 
firſt bore him company,and with whom he moſt of al con- 
verſed, perceiuing his griete,mooued with pitie and com- 
paſsion, endeuoured what he might, difcreetely ro incou- 
rage him,8& eaſe his forlorne hopes; and one day among(t 
$,in which he ſaw him moſt heauy and ſorrowfull, ta- 
— by the hand, and leading him into a by-Courr 
(lefle ſuſpitious place)he beganne thus to ſet vpon him: I 
much vronder, Signior Gerardo,that with ſo great vnquice- 
neſſe you thus goe about to hurt your felfe , not onely in 
dilcomforting your ſecret heart,but in making known your 
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gricfes allo te vs that conuerle vvith you;ſathat,by meancs 
of ſome onelefle truſty, when you leaſt thinke of it , they 
may come to the Patrons notice, and giue him induce- 
ments to fore-ſtall his ſuſpitious condition, and gheſle that 
your ſadnes proccedes ha ſome impoſſibility of attaj- 
ning your Ranſome,whereby you may fall into his extreme 
indignation. Theſe two yecres haue Iput him off in the like 
kinde, giuing him, as, To day,one exculce, ro morrow an- 
other, taining till ſcuerall inconueniences; and though 
limited time hath often paſſed, yet I till beare him in hand 
with ew hopes : beſides , his barbarous condition is not 
now ſo fierce and bloudy (as formerly it was vicd to be) to 
which maruellous alteration, the affable, amorous conuer- 
ſation of a Spaniſh ſhee-Sliuz of his hath reduced him, 
whom he hath married, and (ſtrange amongſt theſe Infi- 
dels) fo truely and tenderly adores, that for her ſake he will 
doe any thing, a ſtory (that if time would permir, and our 
companions at hand were farther of ) Iinfallibly perſwade 
my ſclf, would be of no ſmalentertainment to your ſelfe,& 
diucrfion to your cares. There could no:hmg inthe world 
hauc offcred ir ſelfe more happily in this coniunure to 
Gerards' 5 knowledge ; fo that the Captive no ſooner tou- 
ched vpon that ſiraine,when, tull of ioy,as thinking(doubt- 
leſſe)ke could not but meane the party whoſe frequent Let- 
ters himſelfe had receiued,he moſt cunningly laying hold 
yponthe occaſion offered, cut him off, ſaying : 

Gods pcouidence, gentle friend, neuer inflits greater 
miſerics vpon vs,then we ſhould be willing to beare: I con- 
feſſe (for my part) I hauc firength for heavier burdens , if 
he pleaſe to loade mee, how bee it my ſadde countenance 
may perſ{wadeyouthe contrary ; and, though I might 
iuſtly be excuſed for this ſmall ſhew of weakenefſle; hong 
commodating my fclfc to your diſpoſition , from 
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foorth I ſhall gricue no more, onely I defire,that my ſs wil- 
ling embracing your profitable counſel, may be recompen» 
ced with the Relation of that womans fortunes, ſince the 
priuacie of my Chamber may keepe others from oucr-hea- 
ring , and the afteCtion I beare you, excuſe my bold de- 
mand:this I ſhall acknowledge for a moſt fanourable cour- 
tefie , (amongſ} many others I haue received from you) 
and Heaven may ſo order our affaires , that this vnfortu- 


nate man may one day ſtznd you th ſome ficad. Gerardo 


vied no further intreaties, and indeed lefſe might haue pre- 
vailed with the affeionate Fulgenav, (ſo vvas the Captive 
called) and hauing ſignified fo much vnto Gerarde,towards 


his Chamber they vvent; where, becing ſet, the other thus 


beganne: . 


There is none (I may well aſſure you) in all this Cirrie, - 


can giveyou fo faithfull a Relation of the preſent bufineſſe 
as my ſelte, ſince Fortune ſtill made mee an equal] compa- 


nion in all the circumſtances of it. 
The ſccond yeere of feuen, (in which I haue beene Cap- 


tive) Mahomet Z anage,(my Maſter thatthen was) a famous: 
and moſt cruell Pyrare, ſer faile from this Port in a Frigor, - 
(where I was bound to an Oare) to his accuſtomed Trade © 


of Rouing, and having taken ſome Prizes about the Iland 
of Maiores,and done wonderfull dammage all thereabouts; 
being atlaſt ſer vpon by a ſuddenterrible Rorme, wee were 
all likcly ro have 
violence of it , ſuffered our ſelues to be hurried on by a for- 
cible Legant wind, (which beginning though in ſome few 
houres toflacken) wee found our clues a great way diſtant 
from the place where it firſt ro« ke vs : ſo, wee diſcouered a 
Coaſt, and willing ro make to the Land,by reaſon the Seas 
went yer very high, at laſt we putinto a licrle Creeke, whi- 
ther (iuſt as we eaucd) a ſal Shallop had got _ the 

orme 


e caſt away; and vnableto refiſt the 
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ſiormero ſhelter. We could not very ſpeedily take notice 
what paſſengers were in her , till ſuch time as our Frigor 
drawing neerer, we might ſcethatall in the Boat (being to 
the number of ſome twenty _ were furiouſly in a 
confli&t r by the cares, and ſome a 

EE ES 
00 p 100) ighe 
ortenne Moores that were en, cxdcptnced um 
Chriſtians, who in that deſperate manner with the 
others for theirliberties : but this their purpoſe ſo vnluckily 
fruſicated,our Captaine without difficultie ſeizing them in» 
to his power, deſirous to be informed of the ſucceſſe , vn- 
derſtood from ſome of the Moores inthe that ha- 
uing in the late florme loſt a Frigot, in which their Cap- 
taine , and many others, with a pr ——— 
Goods and Priſoners, periſhed;at the inſtant when ſhe was 
ing, hauing the Shallop ready , and taking ſom.«: of the 
Chriſtians for companic, they caſt themſclues into it, and 
made to that place for ſhelter , where they had beene thus 
furiouſly ſer vpon by thole they ſaued; that had they not bin 
CO—_— him ſuccoured , not a man had cſcaped 

wich Ii Te 
This ſucceſſe (though told with many other circumſtan- 
ces,vvhich I haue quite forgotten) much pleaſed our Cap- 
taine, aſwell for bauing ſuccoured and deliuered his 
Countrimen, as to hauc remained by this meanes with the 
Chriſtians, they carried for his owne; theſe hee tooke with 
him, leauing the Shallopto the Moores , to bring them in 
ſafery afterwards to this Cirtie. Himſclfe the next day fafe- 
ly landed here; where making ſale (as the manner is) of his 
Priſoners, — others,he parted with this woman wee 
now treate of, vvho by reaſon Os mans ap- 
parell, vvas not preſently knowne, till ſuch time as our Pa» 
” "= crons 
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rrons affection diſcouered her : fo having bought and 


br her home vvith him , putting herinto a Mooriſh 
habir ing her Sex, he himſclfe grew (vnexpeRedly) 
to beas well captiu'd by her beauty, as ſhe his Slaue by co- 


netous . Arthis time too Zanege ridding himſelfe 
of ſome vnprofitable perſons, vvho by reaſon ot ſickneſſe 
were no longer able to ſerue at the Oarezmy ſelfe,one of the 
number, vvas ſold co our Maſter here , by which mcanes ic 
was not difficult for me to know, vvhat became of the faire 
Chriſtian; and by degrees I came to vnderſtand more, then 
I ſhould haue preſumed on,as being not only told of Ferrs 
his violent affcAion, but alſo of her ftoutre conſtancie, with 
which (fearelefle of death oft mentioned vnto her) ſhe re- 
fied his barbarous luſt : vvhereupon he moſt cruclly trea- 
ted her, and his rigorous viage was ſo extremehat fearing 
to kill her, and ſoto loſe the mony ſhe ſtood him in,he pur- 
poſed at laſt to let her be ranſomed. Atthis time the Re. 
| deeming Friers were here, (who rold of this Chriſtian wo- 
| man, and fearing her Soules perdition , vnderſtanding the 
) Turkes mind, they dealt with him aboutthe price : which 
| (with ſome difficulcies, at laſt being agreed on) he receiued 

his money, and ſhe vvas committed to the cuſtodie of a 
Y lewiſh Merchant , with whom che Friers bad alfo placed 
o many other Chriſtian women they had ranſomed. Within 
s fome fewdaies after, the deuill had ſo vvrought in her Ma- 
c ſters imagination , that preſenting afreſh vnto him the re» 
h membrance of his late affeion,he repented him of having 
n fold herzand therefore in 2 furious and raging madneſle, 
* void of all ſhame, he ranne backeto the Friers, ſaying, that 
is when they ranſomed his {laue, he was out of his wits, and 
ce 
P- 
a” 
0s 


that now therefore (being berter aduiſed) hee had brought 
them their money, and they ſhould returne her vnto him a- 


gaine; and the rather, becauſe _ turned —_—_ 
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ſhe wasnot to be redeemed, The compaſſionate Friers cx. 
tremely wondred at the Patrons baſe proceeding z but that 
which moſt gricued them, was, the manifeſt danger of this 
Chriſtian foule, by returning againe to his power ; and 
therefore firſt they wene about toperſwade with the barba- 
rous Turke , but fecing all their labour was but vaine to- 
wards him that was fo reſolutely bent, ſo blinded by paſſion, 
they hoped that the Law ( astheir laſt remedie) would on 
their (1des decide the controuerfte, The Iudge,whom they 
of Argiers call, The Cad, commaunded the Slaue to bee 
brought before himgzwhere being come, our Patron began 
diſorderly to cry out, he would haue his owne: the Friers 
Redeemers alledged his ewne voluntaric ſale; fo, debating 
the marter on both ſides to and fro, the Turke perceiving 
his cauſe like to goe bard with him, vrged, that the woman 
had rurned Mahemetan :which when the poore foule heard 
(trembling tor feare) yet, vnable to ſuffer ſo manifeſt a fall- 
hood, ſhe cried out many times together alowde,that ſhee 
was a Chriſtian, and had neuer beene otherwiſe, and would 
dic in that profeſſion : which the angrie Turke no ſooner 
heard, but fiercely ſetting on her with his fiſts, he alſo ſaid : 
Thou ſhale with me, thou damned Bitch , ile pay thee for 
thy impuder.ce. Some there preſent were much 

with this boldnefle, and chicfly the Cad: himiclſe, who ſe- 
uerely commanded him not to miſ-vſe the woman, but firſt 
to preſent witnefles tro make good his cauſe, Ferrs madde 
with choler, went ſiraight out, andnot long after xeturned 
with two as baſe periur' d Moores as himſclte, who came in 
and depoſed, that the captiue woman was turned Mabome- 
tan; which the poore creature hearing, beganne to cry out 
lowder, they were falſe Villaines to teflifie ſo notorious an 
vntruth; and in ſo ſaying,her many teares mooued the Spe- 


Qators to compaſiog: onely this monſter ſtood hike a _ 
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lefſe Rocke, and hearing her ſay all this catching hold on 
her, (the ſtanders by not once offering to helpe it)hee gaue 
her a terrible buffer on the face , which hee had ſeconded, 
hadnotone of the Redeeming Friers pyr himſelf beeweene; 
wholaying hold vpon his Coate , told him how much hee 
forgot himſelfe, ro wrong a Chriſtian woman, and one 
that was no Slave, in a place of fo reſpe&. But the 


Barbarian with this temperateand ſober reprehenſion, was 
not onely not mollified, bur, ono of relenting, = be- 
fiercely to cry out, ſaying, rmit you this Frier 
Shop lon bands(s moſ} manifeſt lye) ou a Turke,and 
one that is a Ientzarie? and that therefore according to the 
Lawes, and their preheminences, he was either to bee exc- 
cuted,oratleaſt, his right hand to be cut off, And that you 
what a damned Nation they are, there were 
atleaſt forty Moores preſent, that ſwore it was truc ; and 
perſwaded the Cas, that the Turke was ſirucken, and that 
therefore he was to doe him iuſtice vpon the Frier : where- 
fore the Iudge tormented with their cries and noyſe, com» 
manded his ſhould be taken off, as the infirument of 
the diſgrace. | 
Then a number of other Turkes and Moores began to 
lay hands vpon the innocent Fricr, to haue executed the 
ſenrence; when a Turke aſſiſting the Cadi in his place, (a 
great Lawyer) ſtayed their furie, commanding them norto 
wfli& ſo rigorous a puniſhment, ſince thoſe kind of Friers 
were priviledged perſons aboue other Chriſtians; bur, that 
becauſethe Frier had firucken a Turke and Iantzarie which 
was vnlawfull, they ſhould all there preſent infli& the like 
puniſhmear with cheir fiſts vpon him, and fo there might be 
quid pro que, one foranother. 
This then grew to bee panty a matter of laughter and 
mirth, but 'twas mournfull _—_— ro.ſce how vnmercifully 
Bb 2 thole 
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thoſe baſe vn-manly Infidels layd vpon the poore Frier; c- 
uery one of them reaching him ſuch knockes, that had nor 
ſoine few of them (bertes minded) ſhifted himaway , hee 
might very well have beene banged to death. 

Thus the diſtzeſſed vvoman was left all alone, like a filly 
ſheepe in mid(i of thoſe inſatiable Woolues, who preſent- 
ly adiudged her to go along with her Owner, and lo to be 
a Mehomet an perforce. 

Certaine iris, that the compaſſionate Frier vvould not, 
for feare of his life haue thus returned, hadthere beene an 
poſſible hope of secoucring her. God ſure had ahand in 
of whom none ought to detnand a reaſon , who doth no- 
thing without it. Our Patron hauing her home againe, 
began to exerciſe his former crueltic; by vvhich ſkee van» 
quiſhed, but chicfly by ſeeing her ſc}fe thus vafortunately 
abando 


began to grow ,morc pliant; which he 
perceiving , a little alſo lackened his bard viage: andto 
make ſhorr, (a thing, common amongſt them ) turned off 
his othec vviucs, thinking by this demonſtration of his, he 
might the berter attaine to his Slaves afteRion : vvhich in- 
deed fell out PA ſhe reſolving ( vnable longer to 
xciſt)ro free her ſclſc from the intolerable miſery (hee 

cndured. | 
Three yeeres haue they liued i this ſort, fo contentedly, 
asthar this change of his, hath not enely cauſed a fingular 
admiration through all this Cirtic, but with an extraordi- 
naric conformitic of manners, hath wroughe maruellous 
efteAs in him; turning him from rude and beaft-like, to ci- 
vill and affable, as your (eltc beſt of all can iudge , baving 
had experience; and which may moſt of allbe wondred ar, 
in all his ations, hee is wholly ruled and gouerncd by the 
aduice and counſcll of his fairc wife, whois onely wayted 
on by women captiues , ſaue two Eunuch Renegates, that 
you 
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you may haue many times ſeenc ouer-ſccing vs. 

Here Falgenco finiſhing his relation , Gerardo doubled 
his thankes, but thence-forward his cares increaſed the 
more, by hauing now mere notice of her that wrote his 
aria Lene b _=_ care of = Ranſome was incompa- 

greater, lingring of thatlefle to be indured. Ie 

now towards Suppet time;ſo his captiue friend taking 

way to Gerardo to recciue another Ticketzwhich 

hauing opened, he read it with the content you may by and 
by perceiue. * 


At length, Gerardo, the day 1 moſt wiſbed to ſee, ſince I firſt 
ſew you in C aptextlic, is at hand: I (noble Signior) am « Chri- 
ſhian, and one, that were ſhe knowne to you , your pitting heart 
would helpe bewatle her ſad misfortunes ; which, ſo pubbkely no- 
forious, cannot but it part haue come to your notice: 4s alſo the 
cruell affliction by which my frailtic was at laff vanquiſhed, 
though 1 was neuer deſperate to forſake my Faith; wherefore hea- 
wen, 1 truſt, taking compaſiion on my $oule, will afſoor d me ſome 
remedie; the which. with cafidence 1 rely _=_ , helped by your 
walorous determination, and of that I baue bad ſome experience, 
41 you ſhall know in a fitter occaſion. Looking accidentally int. 

Papers of yours , which were taken with the reſt of your 
Clhthes a-ſbip-boord, I ſpied your name; ſo that (knowing you) 
I cunningly dealt wth the Patron, that gining you good wſage, 
he ſhould likewiſe propoſe the price of your ranſome ; 1 prepared 
youtn like manner to what you ſhould dee, to grue him allthe ſatic- 

fattion poſiible in your anſwer , that ſoyour perſon might in the 
laterim of your monies not being pazd,gnioy the greater liberty, 
Touching my preſent purpoſe, it is, ſo to diſpoſe and geuerne our 
eff aires, that mithout their preiudice , we may once out-liue this 
miſerable Captiutty; for which, 1 haue waited till this preſent oc- 
6a/on, which is, (the Pyrates and Joipping Wintring now in ſafe 
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harboar) our Patron goes to his Tillage, where he 13 (the to buſie 
himſelfe for ſome twenty dayes at leaſt : and with this happy con» 
innttare ( notwithſtanding our Renegate Guardians remaine 
behinde) 1 hane ſo well ordered the matter, that, your mauſtry 
helping, it ſhall (doubtleſſe) ebtainethe ſucceſſe wee would wiſh 
for; and therefore (for more ſecaritte) my of inion is , that 
you communicate the buſineſſe nith ſach of the Chriitian 
Coptiuts, as you may beſt truſt , tn this manner and forme 
enſumg. 

Fir ſt of all you may let them know, that they ſhall not onely 
haze all Ferru his Armes that are heere remainin [8 but the 
keyes alſo of his chiefeft reemes, that ſo, beets farniſhed with 
all neceſiaries ghe reft may be by your ſelfe and them performed: 
ts which purpoſe gt would be in the next place fitting to know how 
we might rigge and ſet out one of the Frigets that lyes naked in 
the Hauen , for (this once compaſied) it will not bee difficult fer 
vs to get from __ by letting ear ſelues downe from that 
part of the wall, that roynes to our houſe ;, and ſo, hauing our vi- 
nals ready (of which our wareheuſe hath plenty enough for ma« 
ny Ships) we may ſet ſaile and away to Sea, 

well know I, Gerardo,that, if my dexice ſuite with your dife 
cretion,and our companions conſider the facilitie that is offered, 
there will be no inconuenience in the effe(t: or, ſay ghere ſhould be 
ſeme lutleylet no ſmall doubt hinder 1/5 ; and ſuffer not for hea- 
wens ſake, your ſelfe, me and ſo many poore Chriſtians that lan- 
guiſh in this miſerable thraldome, to miſie the bleſſed opportunts 
tie of their deſired liberties : let mee therefore, by the (aptiue 
that brings your meat, know your reſolation her 1 hane ſtill tra- 
ſe 1, and 1 know you may dothe like ; for to ſpeake to mee 15 as ime 
poſvible, as mount the clouds, ſo warie and watchſull are our ſub. 


orned Keepers, Heauen keepe, direct? audincourage your Noble 
generous heart. 


Hardly 
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Hardly could Gerardo keep in his joy from breaking into 
lewdnefle, as foone as hee had read the marucllous Con. 
tents of this diſcreet Letter,in whoſe conſideration buſicd, 
and mincing (as it were) cach particular, reſtlefſe, he ſpent 
the laſting night,and longing to impart the important bu- 
ſinefle, making firſt choiſe of the well-knowne Fu/genuo his 
breſt, he vp, and told him all, from the firſt letter to the laſs 
and hauing giuen him fo {tri an account, he found as wil 
lingentertainment of the braue exploit in his couragious 
heart,as he could poſſibly expe : who, thanking histricnd 
with teares of his gladneſle, for imparting ſo great a good 
vnto him, defired him to leaue the ordering of it, to his 
careand induftry,as being better experienced in the Coun- 
trey humours and conditions of the Chriſtian Captiues , 
andtherefore, beſt knew to {ele thoſe, which might be fit- 
reſt for the turne ; and alſo the beſt meanes for the furthe- 
rance of their attempt. Gerardo vvillingly reſigned the 
vvholc buſineſſe to Felgencio, vvho hauing made it knowne 
to as many as he thought good, to the generall approbati- 
on, their flight vvas reſolued on againſithe ſecond nighe 
after their Patron his departure. 

Their reſolution,if it bee noted, was not raſh; for accord- 
ing tothe couragious ſhee-Capriues aduice, with the op- 

nity offered', they might caſily effec their deſigne, 

Winter vvas now vvellentred, at vvhich time allthe 
Pyrats and Rouers retire themſelues higher into the Coun- 
trey from _ (lauing ſome few Ship-boyes,who lye a- 
boord the dil-armed Veſſels) fo that they might, vvithour 
being perceiued, at leaſt oucr-taken, eſcape he any that 
ſhould follow them. 

TheexpeRed day being come, the faire Chriſtian giuen 
to vnderſtand of the prefixed agreement, and Ferrs abſent 
at his Countrey Farmc, about cleuen of the clock at night, 
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a (hee-Chrituan Captive, on vvhom they allorelyde, car- 
ried the keycs vvithall ſecrefic to Gerardo, and preſently af- 
ter, by degrees, fome forty Semitars , halfe-Pikes and the 
like weapons : and this done, conduting him to a roome 
where one of the Renegates lay) ſhee { knocking at the 
doore, and the Eaxach trightfully anſwering) ſecured his 
feare, ſaying, 'twas ſhe, fuck a one : and thather Miſtris 
vvould hauc him prefently go to her about a buſineſſe of 
eat conſequence; ſo that hee,thinking no leſſe, beganne 
ily to drefle himſclfe,and no ſooner opened his doore, 
but Gerardo vvas ſtraight vpon him, and in a trice clauc his 
- head with two ſudden blowes of his Semiras ; and fo luc- 

kily, as he fent not out the eaſt groane. 
This good beginning adding double vigour to his cou- 
rage, did the better aſſure the ſuccefle of the maine buſt- 
neſle : and therefore (lofing no time) downe he went vvith 
his truſty guide,who brought him euen almoſt tothe ſireer 
doere, neere vvhich the other Renegate hay, that kept the 
keyes of the dungeons and cloſe priſons vvhere the poore 
Chriſtians remained; vvhere, the wench vſing the ſame 
{light that before, he comming out, but lefle carelefſe,then 
his dead companion,vvas ſet by Gerardo,ſo greedy of 
diſcharging his blow, that his ſpeedy haſte had like to have 
marred all; forthe Renegate ſhpping aſide,ſeeing himſelfe 
in that diſtreſſe, beganne to cry out, and vvithall to cloze 
with Gerardo: but he that beganne now to carry more heed 
about him, redoubling his force , with a whecling cutte of 
his Semitar,divided the Eunuchs winde-pipe ; vvhich was 
done with ſo good a will, that the other had nora noteleft, 
nor voice to cxpreſle his diſaſter: ſo,gerting into his cham- 
ber, he brought out the bunch of keyes , vvhich were laid 
vnder his beds-head, and opening the feucrall doores, hee 
vn-(hackled as many of the Chriſtians as were able _ 
ow 
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low them (to the number of ſome threeſcore.) And this 
done, vvith extraordinarie diligence and ſilence, diſtribu. 
ting the weapons amongſtthem, he went next (by helpe of 
his guide) to the VWare-houſe, where ſome beganne to fill 
ſacks and bags, with Bisker, Butter and Fruitsz and others, 
barrels of W ater for their vſe: a third ſort,took the cordage 
— _ on Patron had there laid in ſtore for 
the prouiſton of his Frigots. 

In the meane time the beautifull Chriſtian, who onely 
expected, when her maid,below with Gerardo, ſhould giue 
the word, extremely ioyfull ro fee how well their buſineſſe 
bogen to fadge, hauing not in all the while heard any of the 
reſt of her women the Captiues,fo much as once ſtirre, ra. 
king firſtthe richeſt and moſt precious things that Ferrw 
had. to _— the Chriſtian Capriues to encourage 
them , being called,ſhee went downe into the Courr,clad 
inthe Barbarian faſhion, bur ſo admirably becomming 


her, that (though I maya lictle digreſſe) I cannot but let © 


know in what manner ſhee appeared , byrhe flamin 
ights ro Gerar4o,and the reſt of the Captiues that expeR 
her, 

Shee had on a tranſparent Smocke of pure Lawne, 
(whoſe ſeames, wriſts, and Collar, were curiouſly wrought 
in different Silkes and Gold) a cloſe Horſe-mans armin 
Coat, which reached to her mid-legge,of Camation vel 
net, faſtened at the breſt with y Buctons of 
Gold maſhe andcenameled ; ouer which, thee woare 4 
skarfe in the Romane manner, with the knot gather:d and 
yaw yponthe tip ofher ſhoulder , which Blling partly 

owneto her waſte, and drawing vpward againe oucr her 
head, anend of it came to bee doubled 'ynder her right 
arme, which kind of drefsing moſt beautifully ſhaped and 
r her our, From her neckegeares and haire, hung —_ 
round, 
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round, orientall, ſonaturally as if they grew there : her 
hnd-bracclets were Gold ſet with rich Stones and Dia- 
monds, as her ſmall fingers with ſcucrall faſhioned Rings , 
and that cucry part of her might ſuite,it ſeemed her Moo- 
riſh Owner would haucher ſtill remember ſhee vyas his 
Priſoner,by making her weare ſhackles of gold about her 
armes and legs, which he called, The braucry of Argrers. 
She had laſt of all a delicate Vaile of Tiffany, whoſe ends 
caught by certaine Buttons ſer with Saphires & Emeralds, 
were faſt,and ypon her head ſo artificially, that no part of 
her face clſc,bur the beſt of ir,a paire rol greaking CycS,were 
ſhewne z with whoſe admiring cheerfulneſle the thanke- 
full Chriſtians extraordinarily taken, as well as the ſhort- 
neſle of the time would giuelecaue, profeſſed they vvere 
now entring into a new Slauery, Hers : and next, without 
more delayes, by rwo and two to auoid noiſe , they went 
_w= me ſtreet, and after, to the wall that was ncere at 
You muſt note,that the principall diligence conſiſted in 
getting Oares & a Rudder that the Frigot wanted, which 
vvas(as you ſhall heare) by Geraras's friend (who diſpoſed 
the whole buſineſſe) happily efteed : for fiſt, Fulgencis 
got from the top of the wall, and whilſt the reſt were deſ- 
cending, he (all alone ) went toward the vvater fide ; and 
ſo (vvithout being percciued) to the Bulwarke neere the 
Harbours Gate,where the Oares, vvhich he was to pro- 
cure,vvere vſually kept; and thus he made a ſhiftro ſcram- 
blevpon the wall ( which vvithour helpe ſeemed athi 
impoſsible) and vn-heard by the Warders now in a dea 
ſleepe, knowing where the Oares lay, downe hee vvent; 
but ſuddenly two Dogges, vvho winding him, began to 
barke, had like to haue marred all ; which made Falgencio 
warily rurne backe againe to his friends, the great pat 
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of whom were by this time gotten down, but much trou- 
bled ro know his ſuccetle ; who, as wiſhfully now came in 
ynto them, ſaying; Loved Companions, be of good cou- 
rage,and giue Gud hearty thankes ; for let mcetcll you, 
our intentgocs happily on: and ſo-making known what he 
had yon told them the Oares might cafily be had.So, 
leauingthem with greater hopes of their liberty, he rerur- 
ned with three or foure of the Chriſtians, taking alſo two 
loaues of bread, to ſtay the Dogs from baying, 

Towards the Bulwarke they went, where Falgexcis with 
lefle adoe by the help of his companions might ger vp : 8& 
caſting firſt ſome pieces of bread tothe Dogs, he quickly 
ſtayed their barking, and whilſt they fed, ler downe ſome 
thirry of the beſtOares,which his friends below recciued, 
This done , hee boldly crofled ouer the Bulwarke, and 
without being elpicd, went downe to the farther fide of 
the Ciric, and there, in a Plaine betwixt two of the wall- 
gates, he tooke a Frigots Rudder, drawing it from vnder 
certaine Raiſin Frailes, whereon three Moores at the in- 
ſtant lay afleepe; which thing to ſeem credible,muſt needs 
| have been miraculous. And with the ſame ſpeed & bold- 
neſſe he went againe tothe Bulwarke, and from thenceler 
; himſelfe downe to the ſhore : and leauing the Rudder 
| vith the reſt of the Oares, he gaue Gerardo and his com. 
- pany diligent notice that the maine difficulty was ouer- 
p lowne ; ſothat they who were gotten downe, began to: 
Þ ſtrive who ſhould faſteſt carry Barrels, Sacks, Bags, Can- 
5 dles, Ropes, Cordage and binders for the Oares. 

And being thus in the midſt of their preparation ( ſome 
nine orten Chriſtians being yetto let down) there chan. 
ced ro paſſeby vnluckily(on the Citicſide of the wall) a 
Turke, that liucd in the ſame ſtreet , who going careleſly 
homeward, they that were vpon the wall, __ his 
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ſteps, rofeare and thinke he muſt needs eſpy them; 


for,beſides his — neerertothem, hee carried a 
Lanterneto light him in reſpe of the nights darkneſle : 
ynable therfore(as they thought)ro preuent the miſchicfe 
otherwiſe)they reſolued to cloze with him and to kill him 
(if ir were poſſible: ) which one of them willing to effec, 
ranne him thorow the body with a halfe Pike, but {not 
deadly wounded,) he cryed fearefully out, infomuch thar 
ſome Moores comming to the noiſe,ſceing what had hap- 
ned,began to proclaime from the wals,that the Chriſtians 
werevpin Armes : which exclamation ſeconded by the 
Warders of the Bulwarke, and Shore, the vnfortunate 
Captiues abourthe Wall,diſperſing themſelues diſorderly 
vp and downethe Citie,gaue ouer their hopes of libertic: 
for hearing all that hurry, they much doubted the good 
ſucceſſe of their friends : who, on the other fide. raking 
vp their Oaresand Rudder, and in midſt of their determi- 
nate ſquadron, the faire Captiue and her Maid , went to- 
wards the Sea-fide where the Frigot was, which Falgencis 
kepr ſtill in his aime , where ſerting the women a-boord 
and the moſt of the luggage; ſome of them reſiſting the 
on-ſer of the Warders, others fitting to the Oares, and a 
third ſort weighing Anchor,in ſpight of thoſe that went 
about to hinder them, Geraras's exhortations and entrea- 
tics giuing new life and courage, with marucllous yalour 
and celeruie they put ro Seazwhere(truſting to their one 
fortune) they began to row lo ſtoutly , that ina very little 
timethey were gotten two Leagues a-head the land , and 
ſetting vp Maſts and Sayles with a proſperous gale of 
windethey ſailed ontill morning,by whenthey might ſee 
chemſclues (ro their no ſmall ioy) gotren neere fifteene 
Leagues to the Eaſt of Argiers. Our Gerardo grew to be 
extrciaely deſirous of knowing who the faire CRo_ 
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wighr be : bur the winde/as God would hauc it)beginning 
to change into North-Weſt, the fury of it increaſing, and 
the Seas beginning to goe very lofty, eafed him quickly of 
that care,and made him more carcfull with the reſt of his 
Companions, tolooketo the fafery of the Vellell ,, they 
(poore ſoules, moſt ſorrowlulito fee their contrary fortune, 
cowing with all might and maine ) laboured to refift the 
force of the vn-mercifull windes ; but being altogether vn- 
ableto prevaile, were forced backe to the ſhore-ward :and 
fo endevouring to ſhelter themfelues ina Creeke, ſome 
ewenty miles Eaftward wang. they ſertheir Prowes 
thither-ward, ae the iuſt time, thattwo other ſayles in the 
fame danger deſigned themfclues to their courſe: bur our 
Frigot in ſome doubt (for feare of a worſe matter) what t@ 
doe , at laſt (cnen deſperate) ſuffered her ſelfe to bee forced 
on by the winde,in great danger of being ſwallowed vp by 
the waues , till ſeeing the two Veſlels ſieere towards them, 
they were forced to-prouide for their defence; ſuſpeRing, 
as by and by they might plainely ſee,they were enemies. 
The two were Frigots, who the day before laden vvith 
fuell forthe Viceroy of Argiers his prouiſion, had ſer faile 
_— : and thoughthey thought at firſt ts coaſt a- 
long by the ſhore; yet fore-chinking they might haue ſome 
weather, they gheſſed it more fafe to keep the maine ; 
and ſo driuen on by a ſfirong Lezext that turned after to: 
Nor-weſt,they were glad withthe Chriſtians to dire@their 
courſe to the fame ſhelter ; whom ouer-taking-and ſecing 
what they were, vvith terrible noiſe and barbarous out- 
cries they ſer vpon them; and becing two, wellmanned a» 
gainſt one poore vnprouided Veſſel], getting her in the 
midſt of them, they turioufly ſought to lay her a-boord: bur 
the Chriſtians aghting with equall courage,and (more def. 
perate)were novlo ſpeedily boorded, bur making __ res 
| ſtance; 
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fiſtance , vvounding and killing the Barbarians, they yer 
made a party good with them ; bur at the inflant that the 
Chriſtians bear off the Turks, and _— from cntring, 
it happened that an vnlucky Arrow (hot Felgeneze, and firi- 


| 


king him to —_— layd him a-rhwart one of the Fri. 
gots Benches; vvith vvhich diſaſter Gererde becing much 
in his mind gricfe-ſirucken, and his courage failing him to 
cheere vp his companions , that fainted with the misfor- 


moſt remarkable valour , chiefly the vndaumted Gerer- 
4, vvho vvith his ſure Semirar (once his Patrons ) ſcow- 
ring the Decke fore and off, more fierce and furious 
then a Quartanary Lyon,dcalt fearefull blowes on all ſides: 
the bloody skirmiſh held on EI—_; till ſuch time 
as freſh Turkes ing on by heapes, and diſchargi 
their ſhort and Arrowes like Hailke,ſeuenteene ofthe Chee 
fiians fell, and the reſt remained in wofull pligbr. 

But in this miſerable tate, Heauens Creatour , (whome 
the diſtreſſed foules ceaſed not to inuoke) — 
on on their extremitie, when it ſeemed moſi impoſſible for 
any to cſcape from death, with his powerfull force, againſt 
which the fury of the Elemencs is nothing , moſt miracu- 

louſly ſuccoured them, by affoording as a miniſter of his 

| ure, the vnexpetcd helpe of a tall Ship, which at this 
time weather-bcaten , came where the fight was , and no 
ſooner diſcoucred the Barbarian Sailes,and the lone Frigors 
danger,when preſuming vponthe truth, ſhee began to let 
flie a Chace-picce, and after, played vpon the Turkes fo fu. 
rioully with the reſt of her Artilleriethat ſeeing rhemſclues 
in danger of ſinking, they were glad to quit the p_ 
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Chriſtian Vcſſell, rolooke to the fafery of their owne: and 
ſo, quickly turning their Prowes to Barbary. with lofſe of 
ſome thirty perſons, they betooke themſclues to flight. The 
luſtie Ship was not forward to follow them, as fearing the 
danger and neecrenefle of the Coaſt, bur they within ber 
were glad fo to have freed the bard-beſet Frigot , whoſe 
Paſſengers having ſung thankes ro Heauen for their blefied 
deliverance, Gerardo amongſt other things was ffi of all 
moſt chari carefull, to {ce,whether in all this bickering 
either ofthe Chriſtian women had received any hurt: and 
no ſooner turned he himſelfc about to the effeR, when(for 
her masking Vaile in midſt ofthe fright was falne off) hee 
might diſcouer in the gallant Captiue no lefle then the 
dainty, cruell Luc#nts's face. The vnexpeRted fight cauſed 
ſuch anamazedneſſe in his aſflited ſpirits, that hee verily 
thoughthee had feenc fome infernall ghoſily apparition; 
wherefore he ranne amongſt his companions , and as farre 
backe as he'coutd, out of her ſight,whom he long fince had 
juenouer for dead, and drowned in the raging waues (as 
the fir Part of the Storic mentions) theretote he thoughe 
The SpeRators were morethen he aſtoniſht, with this 
ſudden accident, and much more, when they might ſee the 
faire Dame, with eyes guſhing foorth teares, runne to Ge- 
rerde, and caſting her (clfc at bis feet,heare her breathe our 
theſe lamentable words : 
Whither, Oh whither, valorous Gerardo flieft thou from * 
this wretched, aboue all that cucr liued , moſt vnfortunate 
woman ? No more, deare Signior , —_— your iuſt dif- 
pleaſure; permit not ( h I deſerue farre heavier pu- 
niſhmens) chat, abhorred as I am by all the m9s rr] wa 
ned by thee, my life come to ſome deſperate end; b 
throwing my (clfc iato the deepe Sea, that heretofore wit 
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more pittie, thenthy preſent lookes promiſe, preſerued me, 
Suffice, what is paſt ; and may thy killing indignation ar 
length ceaſe, ſtriking the Sailes of thy reuenges defires, 
which Heauen thorowly inflited on mee in thy be- 
halfe, rcducing me to all the extremitiesthat barbarous In- 
fidelity could inuent; from 0-7 ——__ haue been in- 
firumencs to free mee : and not without particular proui- 
dence; that for the ſmall ſcruice I haue alſo done thee in re- 
of thy wrongs, I might be reſtored to my coun- 

ery and quiet, by him tor loue and affeRion I firſt 
forgot and left it. 'Tis nothing elſe, Oh noble Gerardo, I 
b ofthee, to no other happineſſe doe ts nt 
ood I @,that grace I beſecch thee , 
= nceive - bore thee, by all that is amia- 
ble and deſired by thee, and laſtly, for his ſake, God his 
ſake, who hath ſo miraculouſly freed our liucs. Here, vn- 
done, melted in teares, confounding her intreaties with 
fad grones, the poore diſconſolate 7acints ceaſed  leauing 
the ſence-bercaued Gentleman, ſo indeterminably meta- 
morphoſed, thatnailed to the place where he ſiood, a great 
while, he had neither tongue to ſpeake, nor hand to rayſe 
the gricued creature from the ground. Neither ended the 
ſtrangeneſle of this dayes ſucceſſes thus for iuſt as theſe 
things paſſed inthe Frigor, they in the ſhip, defirousro ſee 
who they were they had fo luckily ſaued , commanded to 
apple with her; whereby it was not difficult for them, to 
the faire Dame make her moanc, at whoſe tender and 
dolorous lamentation, ſome of the Paſſengers getting a- 
Sternc into the Gallerie; and amongſt them two women, 
they might heare Gerardo's name ſcucrall times repeated, 
which made the one of them, with cxtraordinaric ſhewes 
of gladneſſe, defire the Pilot and Mariners to hang out a 
Ladder, that they might the beter paſſe intothe ry 
1 3 
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which, by helpe of the Saylers they did ; where comming 
towards our Gentleman in the midſt of his confuſed 
dumpes ; ſhe of the two, whoſe exceeding faireneſle the 
Chriſtian Capriues moſt admired, ſpreading her armes, 
wound them _— Gerards snecke, who,as it he had really 
awaked out ofa drowzie Lethargie, finding himſelfe girr 
with no lefſe then thoſe ancient amorous knots, with which 
the divine Xe once held him her captiue, acknowledging 
her preſence, and ruminating on ſuch firange vnheard-ot 
accidents, wholly ſtupified, hee ſtood ſtocke-(lill like an vn- 
ing Image. Indecd ſuch ſuccefles beyond either hope 
or beliete, might very well bring him into this deepe cn- 
chantment. And becauſe it is fit, that the Reader, by my 
Pens lazineſſe, r nnor intothe ſelte ſame credulitic, let me, 
before Gerardo be delivered from his, reconcile the irange» 
nefſe of theſe marucilous cuents. 

Touching la@»ts, a very ſhort recourſe to our Stories 
firſt Part,may cleare the doubt: for(you cannot forget)how 
weleft her at the laſt caſt in the Storme, vvhen her Frigot 
willing to take ſhelter at Cape Gate, was ſunke by the Spa- 
niſh Admirall; in vvbich misfortune, ( Gerardo ſuppoling 
ſhe had vvith the reſt periſhed) heauen diſpoſed otherwiſe, 
and gaue her helpe in the Shalloppe , vvhich ſome of the 
Turkes and Chriſtian captives hoiſted into the Sea (as 
vvas there ſet downe) in vvhich the poore men vnable to 
refit, in reſpe that the Turks vvere well armed, and more 
innumberthen they, vvere forced to row on for Barbarre, 
regaining the firſt Creeke they could diſcoucr vpon the 
Coaſt for ſhelcer : vvhere, the Chriſtians , ſeeing that the 
Turkes and Moores , wearied with the late Storme, and 
their continuall labour, fell to {leepe; thinking they had 
now a happy opportunity to make their eſcape, they began 
to ſet vpon ſome of them that _ to ſcepe ſoundlicſt, 
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and wreſting their weapons from them,the reſt awaked, and 
amongſt all, there paſſed a well-foughr Skirmiſh : bur the 
Chriſtians by the ſlaughter of many Turkes, having gotten 
the better of the Barrel}, vvere vnluckily ſorprized by a Fri. 
got, the ſame in which Mahomer Zanaga wenr,the reſt hap. 
pening, as was formerly recounted by Fulg-nc'o to Gerardo, 
The faire Ni/chaving had notice of his captiuitie, and (as 
you heard) ſenta ſeruant to Mad) rd, to be informed of the 
whole buſineſſe : and aſſoone as the partic returned with 
the certainrie, the place of his abode, the price of his ran- 
lome; and withall, ſignifying what diligence his Mother 
and Brother vſed for the effeing his hberty, ſhe, without 
more adoo, mooued by compaſhon and pirtie, bur chiefly 
incited by the firme and loyall affeion ſhee alwaies truly 
bore him, began with all fpeed ro make ready monies : and 
ſo, greedy to giue the world, but more particularly ro her 
Gerardo, a Teftimonie, by this noble a&, of her firme con- 
ſtancic, as alſo an humble diſcharge, for following (like an 
obedient child) the will and pleaſure of her deceaſed Fa. 
ther : leauing the Nuanery, where till then ſhee had fill re. 
mained, her friends, kindred, ſeruants, and aboue all, a 
world of hazardous inconveniences , nothing able to per- 
{wade with her, ſhe held on her fixed determination , and 
taking onely a waiting-woman and three men with her,ſhe 
rooke a journey to the Port of Cartagena, vvhere being ar- 
riued, and refolued to be the principal) Acoreſle in Gerar- 
do's redemption, fearing leſt his mother or brother might 
preuent her, ſhe imbarkther ſelfe foorthwith in a ſhip, la- 
den with powder and vvarlike Munition , for the Garriſon 
of Oran in Berbarie: her purpoſe vvas there todemand ſafe 
condu@of Count Aguilar, Viceroy and Captaine Gene. 
rall in thoſe Parts, for her going by land to Argrers,thato, 
ſhe might procure her Louers libertie : to which the flor- 
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mie vvind and weather vnexpeRedly now brought the hip 
and her, as alſo to giue lite and ſuccour to ſo many valiant 
difireſſed Chriſtians. 

Such and ſo admirable, oft times, are the happy ſucceſ(- 
ſes, to vvhich in part the affaires of our more wretched life 
arc now and then ſubordinate; or ro ſay truer, ſo incompre- 
henſible and miraculous is the divine Prouidence, which 
diſpoſeth things (when vve leaſt imagine) for the beſt. This 
waighty conſideration tooke vp Gerards's vvhole vnder- 
ſanding, and bis ſences left him doubtfullin the certaintic 
and claritic of what he ſaw before him. 1acints , ſhe tender- 
ly lay weeping at his feer, oucr-ioyed with the fight of bim 
was once her Lower: Niſe ( clungto his necke and 
breſ) ed him ſo cloſe, that hee could ſcarcely ſee her 
face, {le heare the words that ſhe thus ſmoothering- 
ly cloſe deliuered: 

I wonder not, my befi loued Signior , that ( ſo doubt- 
full) you make difficultie of giving credit to your know- 
ledge, ſince the (mall louc you bore mee , may haue eaſily 
blotted Nye out of your mind and memorie: bur, not the 

tence of this truth that coſts mee ſo dearely ; not, the 
moſt cruell rigour, wherewith I haue beene wofully treated 
by youz not, the long forgerfulneſſe, diſdaines,abſence,(af- 
feQions birtereſt rormenter) none of theſe, not all toge- 
ther, haue beene able to alter my loyaltie, or alienate m 
asfteion, or laſily,to leſſen the leaſt part of my happie 
wiſhes. Theſe, my Gerardo, haue made me ſecke thee out, 
thus, nigh loſt, hazarded amongſt bloody Turkes and bar- 
barous Pyrats,who vniuſtly detained thee : this care alone, 
hath made me forget ſo many iniuries,brought me thorow 
dangers, to leaue my Monaſteric, prouidethy ranſome , to 
trauell day and night, tread downe all difficulties, tro no 0- 
ther end but to obtaine (findingthee)) thy lofi, by me ny 
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of all earthly goods deficed, liberty. May then, my beſt 
Signior , this amorous demoenſiration deferuc your 
admittance , by recompencing the firme loue of her thae 
hath vnderraken it :and if it find not in your boſome equall 
reception, atleaft, permwit,that my wearied toung may with 
your good liking publiſh, ehat N#ſe hath only beene (how. 
eucr wronged) tor cuer true, and her vitermoſt affections 
wholly, folcly her Gerardo's. | 
Amazement here left him, and it ſeemed , paſſed into 
the hearts ofthe SpeQators: for Gerardo , like one ſpright- 
fully returning out of a heanie trance, moſt co nate- 
ly render, and with a more liucly admiration-at Niſc's 
rong affeQion , and equally pittymg the Iacinta's 
croſſe fortunes, now comforting with noble intrailes, the 
afflitions of this; then drawing necre with affeRionare 
gratitude tothat partic; ſomerimes mollityinghis rigorous 
remembrance towards the one,and then forgetting his iuſt 
indignation for wrongs from the other, vnable without 
teares to diſſemble his paſſion , hee raiſed /aciuts from the 
ground, and claſped the diuine Nie about the necke : and 
bafbfuily aſhamed, craves her pardon, freely confeſſerh his 
hearts hardnefſe, and blameth his vngratetull proceeding : 
then turning to the vvretched /ectats , vvith like joy com» 
forts, and promiſcth her, not to ferſake her, tilFwith deft- 
xcd reſt, ſhe may arriue to the ſhelter of her friends, ors 
more peaceable harbour. And vvith this determination, 
whilſt the ewo Dames,more cheerefully,wich equal emula- 
tion admiredat each others Beauty, he beganne to/giue or- 
der for their returne for Spaine, Nifſe vvas dumbe andie- 
lous,though confident, as beeing ſo neere her -Louer, 76 
c/ntadilſembling her trouble, as one tharknew hee ſelfe too 
vnworthy to entoy him, to bring her out of her dumpes, 
broke the yce and ſilence by ſpeaking firſt and they _ 
NY | en 


then np enm—_—_ both willing to bee acquainted 
wich the of cach others peregrination, 

Gerardo fearcfull of another Storme, had deſired that tie 
iget might ſaile vnder the Ships proteQiion,till ſuch tirne 
as ſhould land at Oren, and from thence meer vvith 
- more conſorts for Spine: fo they agreed , that for their 
more conuenicncie, the rwo Dames alſo ſhould goe toge- 
ther in the Ship, till chey came thither; to vvhich purpolc, 


both vvere helped vp by Niſe's ſeruants and Gerards : 


vvho he fit notas yet to leaue the company of his 
good fri and ore taking leaue of Ni{e and /acin- 
fa, (vvho ſeeing the reaſon hee had, vvould not contradict 
it) he vvent PR the Frigot. But thatwe may more 
eui perceiuethe frailty of momentaric delights, and 
ea —_— is to beexpeQted from their ds 
becing, let vs,in th _— ines, note the laſt ſucceſſe, 
that befell Gerardo and the faire Dames in this fortunate, 

vnfortunate day. To 
All thevvhile that the former macters paſſed , the Ship 
and Frigot vvere ſtrongly faſtened together,aſwell for their 
more conueniencie of conuerſation and keeping company, 
as the raking ofthe vvaues, which as yet wen ſomewhar 
highz and ( more ) the r and Mariners 
ing leſt becing ſo neere, the Frigor, as the weaker Vel- 
ſell, vvich the Seas fury might ſplitzand thinking Gerardo 
had beene in the Ship, the fell off; but ic was iuſt ac 
che inſtant, that he becing in the Ship-boate, thought to 
haue gotten out of it into the Frigotz vvhich being now vn- 
der Saile, and the Boat notable to overtake it, hauing bro- 
ken the Rope, by which (he was tyed to the Ships Sterne, 
to the le griefe of the beholders , caught by the ſwel- 
ling waues, and violently carried on , was hke to bee ouer- 
whelmed; where a long time Gerardo was ſeenc to be in ma- 
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niteſt danger, though for all he was fo farre off, hee might 
heare Niſe and Jacinta's cries, vvhoſe.cyes prooucd vnwik 
ling witneſſes of the fad diſaſter. 

Gerards's valiant companions were not awhit difmayd in 
the Frigor,toſce hiavin this confli; bur tugging at their 
Oares ill they were ready to burſt, at length they fetched 
vpthe Boar, and caſting out a Ropes end, on which he laid 
hold, by little and little (quitting the Boat) hee ſwammeto 
the Frigots Oares, and taking a little breath, holding by 
their broad feet, atlaſt he was lifted into the Frigor; where, 
after he had ſhifted and refreſhed himſelfe, his Compan 
beganto ſtcere rhe Ships courſe, till ſuch time as the bil. 
lowes riſing more and more,they had quite loſt fight of her, 
It was then about one of Clocke inthe afternoone,at what 
time the wind enlarging, they ſer Saile, and might have fa- 
ved their Oares, inreſpeR of the faire wind ; bur they vſed 
both, and ſo made on to the VWeſk-ward of Ora», whither 
the Shippe was bound; and not ceaſing ta row, (freſh men 
Rill helping ) before darke night they were gotten aboue 
threeſcore miles from the place where the fight was : bur 
fince none of them knew to take the Altitude, andnighe 
came darke on them, vncertaine of their courſe , they yer 
held on Weſt-ward, thatbeing tbe ſafe; and fo after the 
nights ſecond watch, they found that they were neere a 
Coaſt, and the wind ſting a-flerne,they were ere long dri 

uennto a faireand well-ſhekring Harbour, on whoſe. 

4land ſtood a ſtrong Caſtle, that was founded 
ona ſure high ocke, vnreſiſtable limit- + - 
to the Scas ſalt waues. | 


The tnd of the ſecond Diſcourſe of the ſerond Part. 
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RY vnderſtanding, meaſured (though rempe- 

$4 racely) the powertull grearneflc of heauens 
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F=o0 KO at tffe truth ſo full of firange diuerfitiez 

ri} commi tro himſelte our of this 

miſtof ignorance, his minde lubiefted his doubrtiullcredir, 

ens trauſcendipg all earthly hopes, 
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omiſed a happy end to thoſe aduerſe meanes which 
nave we Faber. fo many narrow Straites. The preſent 
confuſed accident doth well and evidently pairit out this 
truth, TELS 
The poore Chriſtians, however free from al-Sea dan- 
er, yet were now in worſe taking then cur, gheſsing, that 
1 plaincly ſaw , they were in ſome Port of 
Barbary, which made theirdanger irremediably certaine : 
our Gentleman for his part,was more troubled now, 'then 
he had bceene formerly for the loſle of his liberty to ſee thar 
by the former miſchance hee was {: d from the faire 
lacinta, but chicfdy, firmeand Niſe, whoſe notable 
sclolution (duelyconfidered by him, all ancient paſion ſer 
aſide)he could not butaffoord « a worthy eſtimation in his 
affeionate thoughts (ſome dead Embers of thoſe fires 
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which once inwardly ſcorched him; lighting and nowiſh- 
mg his gratefullheart:) and, as bis efre could 
worke no greater cficQ in his noble b pitic , that 
raught him to bewaile the lofle of /acrate, fearing from her 
naturall weakeneſſe ſome other relapſe , that would quite 


fruſtrate her, by him promiſed, remedy. 

Theſe juſt and more then amorous cares., as much af- 
fliged < _— cm 1 yp Oey ers 
though c r00 to aucid it, bitherto- 
vice with his companions, it was concluded, 
them , that ſome two of them landing, ſhould with 
poſt vr informe themſclues of the/place, 

accordingly, they mighs ſet downe ſome conucaicnt 
cout 

Here, each Chriſtian 
ſecucrall faQtion, diſſwading allo his beſt friend from the en» 
terprize ; but Gerard#, who vvas as it vvere the —— ny 
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this counſel, to whom they remitted the eleion that hes 
pm wage cnn difference, and truſting to 

owne good courage,named himfzlfe for one, and one 
of the —-_ perſons in the Ftigor beſides for a Compa- 
nion ; andthercfore being all you ſat the twwo- 
pup \ py eager JOgrs theycould foous the Caſtle, 
for feare of danger. They now on Land c ed vp ctr- 
taine Rocks, and being gotneere the top of them , might 
hcareangoiſc of Horſemen, which made thern op. The 
leaſt they couldiin this occaſion feate , was to vpon 
ſome Alarbiaw z and therefore hearkening ſome- 
—_—_— mighrhearewoices and talking : bur 
ryan a thoſc ceaſed ( for they had a pretty while liſte. 
hinde the Rocke ) and thinking that the parties 
kate endbrabomn, withour —_— 
on,t came toa ſpacious P ( as' 
TIES che ounans Trp from whoſe 
inely diſcouer two men 
; ra ee i eektongs? 
and Shieldcatthe he Saddles Purncls; who ,diſcourſing (as it 
ſeemed) ſomewhat carneſily, cauſed the "noiſe, which fo 
carcfullydid leade theic two on... Gerards verily beleeued: 
veer gerbe Was Ca- 
þ Swormqmanter'y , though gathering ror mare od 
grognd, to auond being perceiued, they might 
__s of them vſc babies —_ the <a. 
Goero then, Dov Martin, no more words, 'tis now no- 
CES mop. rings 7 nbd" pred Belelo wie 
wrong'd /ſmenna, wkh he price of your blood in dying by 
——_ fortothis putpoſe alone was the drawing you: 
from Ora contrived : and ſoceafing, they might likewiſe 
hearc his Aduerfaricreply in this manner: Rather, baſc Ca- 


alticr;chele Rockesof Maſſalguibr A _— 
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nall ſepulchre of thy vaine arrogance, which, ous lictle I 
thou ſhalt quickly percciuc, and how much fitter 
K had been ſorthee, notto haue owned anothers injuries : 
and wich this,both of them mm” come on on 
more force,whecling about to take field-roome cnough 
ganco ſet ſpurresto their horſes. 

It is nor poſsible toexpreſie our Gerard's gladnefle , as 
foone as by the two Genclemens diſcourſe knew be ſe 


he was;& willing to free both of them 
I 


butnot daring alone to venter 
vpon two horſemen, _— 


inſtantly diſparcht his Compani- 
onto the Frigot with ahe happy newes , illing him to 
make all haſte,and bring foure or five of the company with 
him, that, by their helpe, the furious couple might bee par- 
ted : who at this time (the Moone ſhining bright)making' 
the ſtaring Rockes dumbe witnefles to their valour, andthe 
dcſert ſolitude their quiet Sticklers , with vndaunted ſpi- 
rits moſt deſperate! Taich their Launces ruſhed t 
Gerardo could notlo perſeAly note ( by reaſon of the di- 
ſtance) each of that y combate, whoſe 


diſatrouscnd —_— and that his friends would ſtay 


two ( i © he; IP OIETEIRY 
rg 4 as when ay copar 
ſhocke of their __ ogether to the ground: when 


hediuciecanaatibomcoung deleenta ping vpon his feere, 
and about co hane fee vypon ba oppolite withdrawaſfword) 
Gerardo ſtept betweene , and1cþating the furious offers of 
his Setmiar, defired him likewiſcto- — 3. burtheens 
raged Gentleman was ſoblinded with reucn dnes, 
that, um hearkening to the or leaſt miti» 
gating his ceing his Comary lil} laid along, 
cut ro 2 him to make an-<td-of the? 
TOI, —_ time (for doubtlefle otherwile theſe two ge | 
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haue fallen foule vpon cach other ) came in Gerards'y 
companions, but fo ſpeedily and fiercely, feeing him in 
that manner,that, had not he, very warily prenemed their 

the impatient Combarant might haye been ina grear 

deale of danger; who, amazed withthe ynexpected fight 
of ſomany, would faine (ro haucauoided the hazzard ) 
haue ſeized on his Horſe: but Gerardo, preſuming, his feare 
was the ſame, that his owne not long ſince farisied it, by 
ing out to him,that they were not Moores, but Chri- 
ſtians : with which, lefſe troubled, they began now to ap- 
kneerer roone another. | 

Bur no ſooner began they to treat in colder blood, when 
our C«ftiten by his voice remembred the preſent party,to 
be Dox I the Arregonten, his ſingularly mtimate 
friend, whoſe company Geraras loſt (as you finde inthe 
firſt parts ſecond Diſcourſe) when by his helpthey forced = 
Jacinta out of the Nunnery, Hee was a little troubled 
with the vnexpected accident,as thinking it a dreame: bur 
(bis ſecond cogitations working better in his noble breſt 3 
caſting by his damasked Semitar , hee threw his armes a- 
bout the others necke.- His old friend was no lefſe moo- 
ved ; for Gerardo's habit, and the improper Moone-lighr, 
did much makedifficult the knowing tim, fo (the rruth 
Inicertaine)bis confuſion was at a ſtand, & the rather when 
he might heare theſe enſuing words : 
; , how now, Don I ayme, Valotous Sir,lift you your 
angry ſteele againſt your greateſt friends ? Hold, fly that 
arme ; for,if Gerardo, in appeaſing your wrath hare offen- 
ded you, as repentant as humble, he layes fs head at your 
feete. This melting language called backe Don layme's 
remembrance, and repreſented to him the voiee and pre- 
ſence of his old acquaintance Gerardo: whereupon ſtraight 

enfucdhis thankefull acknowledgement, making him - on 
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fully admire at the ſtrangenes of the accident. By this time 
ſome of the company, gotin to the Gentleman thar la 
on the ground , whom they found (welrring in his blo 
thorow-dead )run thorow the body with aLaunce: which 
they made knowne (for feare of what might enſue)to the 
new friends : thenewes was very vn-pleaſing to Gerards, 
in reſpcR of his friends danger z who, now nobly com- 
paſionare of his enemics morrtall hap, made one tohelpe 
ro hide him inthe ſecreteſt part of the Rocks : and (derer- 
mined wiſely to ſtay no longer there, informed of their 
Frigot in the Hauen) he refolucd with themto imbarke 
himſclfe in her. This indeed was the ſafeſt courſe, and ſo 
both theſe Gentlemen longing tro know the occaſion of 
each others enCounter in thoſe parts, wenr-backe with the 

pare, 94, ta TI UE , by that time it 
* grew to beeday, diuers perſons, that deſired paſlape for 
Sp&ne, repaired thither. 


Gererdo had formerly deſired ro expe ſome newes of 
the two Dames and their Ship, bur _ <4 they were 
not arriued, fearing leaſt ſome {miſter c might hin- 
der Dow Layme his zand preferring his friends ſafe- 

, before his ownefatisfation, hee was rather contene 

they ſhould hold their courſe for Spaimez and hauing 
by the way recounted tothe valiant Aragenian,his ſtrange 
fortunes ſince the time he ſaw him: one day ( his owne 
diſcourſe ended) deſirous to know the cauſe that brought 
Don Iayme to ſo remotchazzards, he made bold to mori- 
on an account of it, which the other moſt willingly gran- 
ted, not ſo much importuned by his friends requeſt, as by 
his owne free defire togiue him greater content : and fo, 
ſirtingthem down vpon the Sterne, with fighes that drew 
on the paſt-future Story, Dew Jayme thus began : 

Not long before your comming to Zerageſs, ſome 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen and my felte beſtowed the ferting foorth of 
certaine ſhewes and triumphs ; in midſtof which and the 
folemniric,a diſtaſte aroſe, cauſed by Liſaxre ( whom you 
well knew) as a principall Moror,and my Vnkle Dox [ale 
de Arragon, was hee that moſt oppoſed him, and conſe- 
y my ſelfe was forced romake a party, mangre L#- 
aro ng pn a, = rts _ m_ to know the 
one ou , that the maine mattcr 
Fn oma baſtneſe Geciphered bur tono ill intent, by 
the aforeſaid Den luis, wherein Liſaaro made conſtrution 
of a wrong done to him, From this wr Apr | 
ter combuſtions aroſe, nouriſhed by the [eteſt ſpirits 
ofboth fations, and thus they grew to bandy together , 
anda longtime after, with many fraicsand brabblesto in- 
feſt one another. 

In the very heate of this feude,my Vnkle being neceſſa. 
rily to take a tourney out of rtowne, and, to accompany 
him, this aceident you ſhall heare hapned vpon our rc- 
rurne. As wee came merrily riding homeward, within 
fomethree Leagues of Zaragoſa,a ſtorme came vp- 
on vs,in ſuch violent manner, with Thumder-claps, Light- 
ning, Winde,and ſtreames of water that guſhed our ot the 
Clouds; that (though the tempeſt caught vs nor in the 
eulph of Narboys, bur in a Valley of theRiuer Hrebrws) we 
alike feared drowning: and therefore fpurred on as faſt as 
wecould, till ſpying ccrtaine habirations, andamongſt 
them a good faire houſe of pleaſure, which ſeemed to bc: 
ong to ſome Gentlemangftriking our ofthe high-way,and 

uiding our Horſcs thither-ward,we got tothe place, iuſt 
a&the inſtant that a Coach entred inat another gate , dri- 
v6 (as it might ſeeme) by the ſame neceſſitie that we. 

Heere mine Vnkle and my ſelfe, with the reſt of our 
company, ſtayed along houre,cxpeRting when the ſtorme 


would 
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would ccaſe, bur with different intents, for mine Vakle 
onely longed to be at home ; bur I, (as a thing more pro. 
pcr to my Peers) deſired to ſee what company went in 
the Carroach ; ſuppoſing ( for the Bootes were very cloſe 
ſhur downe) they muſt needs bee women within, ( as in- 
deed truc it was ) though the ſearching our of this truth 
had like to haue coſt my boldneſſedeare : for I had ſcarce 
offred to lift vp one of the boote lids and looke in, when, 
out iſſued two men; who laying hold on their ſwords , as 
they 1oyntly blamed my vn-mannerly a, obliged mee to 
the like ; and the rather, knowing them to bee no other 
then Liſeare and his kinſman Tirſo, both, our vowed enc- 
mies : and though m ull raſhneſſe might ſome- 
thing haue beene excuſed; yet the matter proceeded now 
ſo farre (choller and late enmitic depriuing vs all of rea- 
ſon) that our ſeruants came in too to mend the bulineſle, 
I much feared, that (any miſchance hapning, wee beeing 
more in number) it bs bee after a, to vs for co- 
wardize : which made me altering my purpoſe , ſceke to 
ſhelrer them, by cauſing our ——_—_ ro retire, and to lay 
the blame vpon my owne fooliſh curiofitic- 

And certainely the two Kinſmen, knowing how little 
there was to be gained from vs, would gladly haue accep- 
ted my Apologie, if at this time foure or fiue of their ſer- 
uants had not entred newly inz who ( it ſeemed) loytered 
behinde their Maſters,that with their comming changing 
theirnotes, broke off all parley,and fo the fray on Our 
fide as willingly anſwering, that in a trice here was the bat- 
tell of Agrimant,nothing was heard but claſhing of ſwords, 
—_ cryes,and groanes of ſuch as vvere wounded on euc- 

C 
_ No lefle werethe out-cryes within the Carroach, neere 
which che hotteſt of the skirmiſh was. My enraged _ x 
we 
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—_— end all difiaſtes berwixe Ls/aure and him, moſt 
y followed hirn, till fuch time,as he, flumbling at one 
the Carraoch Cuthions,fell ouer andouer : and Don I u- 
ke with haſte had like to haue falne vpon him : which it ſee- 
med Tirſo had markt , and the aduantage made him ap- 

roach: but ] fearing mine Vnkles misfortune,beat by rwo 
Lava thruſts that Tz-/o tilted arhim, and with my Sword 
and Dagger crofle-warded, bore offa willing blow he made 
at me, tor my charitie to ſaue another : by this time Lifau- 
rowas gonten vp; ſothatleaniog Dex Inks and Tirſo, to be» 
gin againe vpon cuen termes, my fury, or rather good for. 
tune guided me to a newencounter with Liſaurs; for with 
the ficſt back-blow deak, I left him without defence , fince, 
the blade flying out of his hand, he remained onely with 
his ſwords hilt. [ then tooke notice of the good ſucceſle ; 
and ſure our old enmitic had here ended, had it not beene 
for the interceſsion of two Dames ; one of which laying 
hold on my Corary,all blubberd and affliged, and the 
other comming towards me,fought to afſwage my anger , 
and to mediate for the diſ-armedGentleman:ſhe that ſpoke 
ro me, had her face all coucred with Tiffany, which ſeruing 
as a Maske,onely diſcovered two faire eyes, but at this time 
clouded with ſome pirtifull ceares , which accompanied 
with fighes and diſcreet phraſe,not onely reined in my vn- 
bridled fury ; but alſo(ſceing Tirſo on one fide wounded by 
mine Vnkle, fly backe, and on the other their ſeruants dri- 
uen vp to a corner, labour in theirdefence) made me to ſe- 
cond Tir/s,and re-bating Dorn /alio's blowes and his, crycd 
out to them to hold : and by this time ſome other indiffe. 
rent parties came happily in and parted vs all. I ſignified to 
| the vnknowne Dame, that her diſcreet and noble carriage 
F gained me to be her ſeruant, as farre as the fauing her kin(- 
- man or friends life, and ſhould command mine owne. So 
| chat 
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chat atlaſt my Vnkle confirain'd by my entreartics, got to 
horſe,and the like did I; and with our haſte, l forgot to take 
{o much asa bare lcaue of the Gentlewomen , onely com- 
manded our ſcruants tofollow; with whom, (as vvell to 
take order for what had paſſed, as to cure ſome that vvere 
wounded) we returned to Zaragoſe with ſuch ſpeed, that 
before night we were gorten to our lodgings, though 1 

not long in mine, rather following my Vnkles ad- 
uice, abſented my ſelfe for at leaſt twenty dayes in a Vil- 
lage ſome dayes journey off , which was the cauſe I coult 
not(to my defire) informe my ſelfe of the Dame that ſpoke 
to me,whom I much longed to know. 

The Officers of Iuſtice having vnderfiood from Don 1#- 
hothe late accident, with all the circumſtances , fearing the 
reſulting of ſome greater inconueniences from it,ſought to 
pacific all parties, which they ſo diligently laboured , that 
with much adoc a generall concord was cfieQed, and all 
were publikely made friends. 

Then I returned againe to my home and former care, 
but ſo vnluckily, that doing what poſlibly I could, I was noe 
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ableto learn who the two tormer Dames were, or whether G 
they went; which difficulty was the more encreaſed by the L 
feare I had, leaſt my icalous encmics might fall into ſome fo 
new ſuſpitions ; if, haply they ſhould come burtothe leaſt oh 
notice of my curious intent : wherefore defiſting , I rooke an 
truce with my deſires. _ 

Thus paſt I on ſome two moneths and better, in vvhich Ty: 
time new inuitements, different occaſions, and ſcuerall va- 
rictics,made mee forgertthe former buſineſle quite, till one ry 
morning amongſt others,bcing to meet ſome friends,who In 
had appointed the venturing ot a Reſt at Primers, as I was the 

oing out of my lodging, a Woman masked, came, and ny 
faddenly conucyed a Letter into my hand,ſaying,To mot- a 
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row morning, Des /zyme,you (hall haue mee here for the 
anſwer, and without another word, left me, as full of trou- 


ble, as longing for the contents; and fo opening it, I read, 
ifnot the ſame words, at leaſt the matter you ſhall heare. 


My fathers lingring ſickneſſe and former troubles yiaue made 
me deferre, though not forget, the acknonledgement of a partr 
cular obligation, in which (Don layme) for your noblene(ſe not 

ſince to Liſauro, 1 am ingaged to your valour. Let this 
inſt mot ine, worthieft Signior, be a ſufficient warrant to excuſd 
my ne rather ,iu your honour d thoughts affeord it a bet- 
ter title, ſince, though I preſume as 4 ſiranger now , 1 doubt nat 
but time and our correſpondence, may make me worthy of a rea- 
ſonable eflimation in your affettion ; of which when 1 may haue 
ſome ſaf fict:nt proofe, you ſhall know who 1 am: in the meane time 
I bumbly beſeech you ſuffer like your woble ſelfe, ia which confe- 
dence Heauen proteet you. | 


Here ended the pithic Letter, whoſe contents equally a- 
mazed, and gladded me, to haue gotten at length ſome 
(though ſed) notice of tae countrey Dame, whoſe 
Letter (infinitely contented) I anſwered , and fully ſatisfied 
for my negle& ofnot raking leaue of her , when our bicke- 
ring was,by letting her know the exquiſit ſearch I had made 
to excuſe my ſelfe, and. expreſſe how much I was her fer- 
vant; vrging withall, my defire with all earnefineſle to ſee 
her, though in concluſion I cloſed vp all, with ſubmitting 

| WW my (c]teco ber will, withour ſeeking to know or enquire any 
thing that might contradict ber pleaſure; and what I wrote, 

I made good, giving my Letter tothe diſguized partie,thar 

the next morning came punQually for ir, without daring 

to demand ſo much as her Miſtriſles name, or the leaſt cir- 
cumſtance. | 
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In this manner, I continued a good while; but to deale 
plainly, though her diſcreet Lerters promiled a ſubicR of 
much woorth and goodneſle, yer the want of knowing her 
did more diſperſe my afteQions. 

'T was now about the gladſom time of Shrone-tide, more 
folemnely kept in Zarago(a , then any other citic of Spaine, 
at which time,with ſome fricnds and kin{men of mine owne 
age and condition, clad in colours, and Vizards, wee mar- 
ched vp and downe the firectes, enioying many a mirth. 
full opportunitic : for at this time of yecre,our women haue 
full liberte, and diſpence with their ordinary reſcruedneſſe, 
In the heate of our paſtime, on the Sunday nighe , having 
notice of certaine that were kept in priuate houſes, 
vvilling to affoord our eyes the content of ſeeing, vvce viſi- 
red all : till ſuch time, as atlaſt, comming to the houſe of 
one Signior Befides ; vvhere, all the youth, braueric, and 
beauty of the Citty vvas, we ons to enter , but moſt 
vvarily, in reſpe& that the aforeſaid Gentleman was of a 
contrary faQtion to vs; for (though vvce had beene before 
made friends) yet we ſtill kept aloote. 

Neuer, fince Lvvas man , ſaw mine eyes ararer Beauty, 
nor a more troubleſome obieR to my ſoule , then one, a+ 
mongſi the Dames there z and although there were few 
preſent, that deſerued not a particular commendation, yet 
the, who fell tomy lor, (I meane) ſhee vvhom [I ſer by, was 
fo admirably beauteous, that the reſt, in compariſon, were 
but ſwartic Egyptians.. 

The ſpacious Hall was ſer round' with Torches, and 
Lights of ſeuerall inuemtions; and many of the Gallants 
and gallant Dames ofthe Reuels beganneto foot ir, tothe 
found of harmonious muſicall Inſtruments; ſo that all the 
SpeRtators eyes beeing faſtened vpon them , I might the 
more freely employ mine, nail'd (as it were) to that _ 


[at DA =» © aa oc... ex. 


[= 


| __-——_—— x 


CCC NNN NN NN On OOO 


— 


The unfortunate Spaniard. 401 


tifull obiet. And ( but falteringly ) ſomething I would 
haue ſpoken, when mine eyes with their carneſtneſſe berter 
hy my tongues defe, by ſhewing my hearts cares. 
know not whether the knowledge of my voyce, or the 
lifting vp my Vizard to wipe my face, made her the more 
atteativeto my words; but drawing cloſer to mee, with a 
ſoft and low voyce ſhe beſtowed on mee rhis anſwer : I am 
much indebted to Heauen, Den Jayme, tor my good for- 
tune in ſeeing you, wherein my defires are accompliſhr, 
which ſhall cuer be ready, ſeruiceable ro your happineſſe, 
though you may happely want good will to repay their af- 
feQion: at which you may not wonder , when hereafter 
you ſhall 'vaderſtand how much they eſtecme you. And 
willing to haue gone on inthis diſcourſe, (which ſtrangely 
amazed me, not knowing what ſhe meant , and therefore 
troubled to anſwer ) one of the Gallants of the Reuels inter- 
rupted vs, who inuiting her out toa Galliard, left me with- 
out her,and another Dameto take her place; whither, af- 
ter ſhe had moſt gracefully danced,about to haue returned, 
ſccing the Roome filled , ſhee was conſtrained re make 
choice of another; ſo that, to my ſoules , not know- 
ing how to get out of that aduenture , into which I was 
ow bardly could I diſſemble my diftafte,at leaſt 
I it knowne to one of my greateſt friends there with 
me, propoſing to him, ifhe knew the occaſion of it : he told 
mee ſhee was daughter to the Gentleman of the houſe, 
which made me much more wonder at the ſucceſſe, and 
{orrowfully deſpaircfſull , leſt the differences bertwixt her 
friends and mine, would quite daſh the proſecution of thar 
e I amorous fire, which by lictle and little had wholly ſeiz'd my 


ST I = = 


latheſe carefull imaginations my affe ions wavered in 
i» © cir beginning, when (—_— growing toan cnd) be- 
d 2 ing 


A__— 


AO2 GERARDO, 


ing late, cucry man went home, and my ſelfe, and compa- 
ny vaknowne,(as we came) and having reſted that night, 
we returned to our diſguizes,and the paſtimes: and though 
the ſight of this faire Dame beſet mee in diuers places, 
where the Shrouetide ſports were, yet I could never after 
get a fir opportunitie to ſpeake to her : ſo theſe merry daies 
paſſed away , and many others, in which, frequenting both 
day and night her ſtreet and houſe, and otherwhiles com- 
ming punRually to the Church where (hee vſcd toheare 
Maſſe, I tempered with the fauours ſhe ſent from her eyes, 
the amorous ardour of my defires , mitigating with ſuch 
poore comforts, the reſileſle rorment that afflied me. 
Howſocuer this new affeion might haue beene ſuffici- 
ent to diuert mefrom all other, yet it blotted not out of m 
remembrance,how much the Country-Dame had ſhewed 
in her Letters, who vnderſtanding (1 know not by what 
meanes) of my new vvatchfulneſle and cares,vvhenlT leaft 
expected, by the vſuall ſeruane ſent mce a Ticker , in which 
ſhe not onely ſignified her iclons complaints, bur particula- 
rized alſo the moſt ſingular aftsand fignes, euento the ve- 
ry Phraſc I vſed tothe Dame ofthe Reucls, ſo right, that I 
was excecding]y aſtoniſhr, not gefling how it vvas poſſible 
for her to come by that punQuall knowledge of hers; and 
therefore vvilling to divert her, I reſoluedto deny all, rc» 
queſting likewiſe moſi carneſily to ſee her , that by laying 
luch a neceſſaric obligation vpon me, ſhe might make ſure 
my correſpondence, and ſecure her owne iclous ſuſpitions: 
and in concluſion, though in many other Papers of hers, 
ſhe ſeemed to be leſle ſatisfied with my excuſes , yet fince 
hers, for the accompliſhing my defire of ſecing her, vvere 
farre more, wanting a fight of her, mine eyes were not to 
be blamed, if they were bent vpon a ſubictt leſfe diſdainful 
and coy : fo that ſlackening wy returne of anſwers _ 
| —_— - '#  __ Tickets, 
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Tickets, I _ to re-proſecute my amorous intents with 
the ſprightly Dame of the Reuels: And defiring nothing 
more,then that ſhe might =} know my affeRion,and how 
much the difficulty of conuerſing with her, troubled mee, I 
vvas bold to requeſi that my mind might be figntficd vnto 
herin a Song; and giuing her notice of the time, with her 
conſent, accompanied with that friend, to whom(the nighe 
ofthe Reuels) I made knowne my thoughts, about Mid- 
night,at the appointed time, vve went into her Street;where 
hauing taken Stand right oppoſite to my Miſtriſſes VVin- 
dow, the Muſicians began to touch their Strings, and one 
of them to warble our a Dirtiein the following Verſes, ha- 
uing for ſubic& my impoſlible Loue. 


Thou rotten Veſſell, that each furious wane 
Meaſur i, with little force, as dammage great, 
where thy weake ribs weather and water beate, 

Sropping thoſe open mouths that fauonr craue: 


Thou, that enforc't, the Current doft dixide, 

Fly now to Heaw n, then to Abyllus fat : 

Strike, now on Flats, then on bigh Reckes withall, 
Caſting out bodies from each ſplutted ſide. 


ret , thon, whoſe Paſſenger ſlill lines 
In hope of calmer Seas, and ſlacker wind: 
But ,ay me | hapleſs, that 4 Loue-ſicke mind, 
Impoſible to cure, no calme relients. 


Allthe while the Muſicke plaid andthe Song laſted, not 
onely the Windowes of Signior Belzdes, butthe reſt ofthe 
whole neighbourhood were ſtucke with auditors, to heare 
the Song, and many other _ _ fancies, till ſuch cime 
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as day-breake being neere, we returned homeward, where 
I remained,taking reſt vntill day was well come on.and go- 
ing after dinnerto haue a reuenge for my loſles at Promers, 
to the accuſtomed mecting , the ſeruant that vied robring 
me the Tickets from the Countrey-Dame , mer mee vpon 
the way, and delivering a Paper from her Miſlrifle, left me 
to reade the enſuing Contents : 


1 knew net, Don Fayre, how you can excuſe your proceeding, 
for though my ſlackneſſe to ſee you may ſerme to diſcharge you. yet 
that is but a peore euaſion, tomatters of greater conſequence, ſuch 
45 the promiſed vowes of all your Papers ſent me : wherefore fin- 
ding at preſent (witneſſe your laft nights Muſicke to Signior Bel- 
lides his daughter)your falſe dea/ing with me gyuo maruell though 
my complaints (how inſt ſoener) be ſbunned by your cares. But 
that you may know, what you contemne in me; is not mfer our to 
ought of that Dames, as well to domy ſelfe right, as to make you 
fee your owne heſſe , (though you vniaſtly deſerne the fanonr) 1 
ſhall this night gine you leaue to ſee me, The Bearer if you lit to 
expett her late at nixht at yoar owne houſe deore,ſhall condati you 
where we may ſpeaks together, Heanen keepe you, and make you 
acknowledge how much you owe tomy affettiun. 


No ſooner,my Gerardoyhad I read theſe laſt Lines,when 

I was much more confounded, then pleaſed,with the recci- 
ued promiſe: ſo exceeding was my trouble, to ſee how 
fmall credit was giuen to my truth, howſoecuer Ldetermined 
to obey; expetting the night, by which time my Guide 
was come, who taking me by the hand, willing me alone to 
follow her, (the Clocke then firiking newly ten) wee went 
croſſing the greateſt part of the Citty, till comming toa 
narrow Lane, without any fallic at the other end, drawing 
necre to certaine ruinous white Valles; when we were _ 
| vader 
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vnder them, (he left me ro expe, rill ſuch time, as ſhee b 
another vvay returned to give notice to her Miftris ; and > 
erudging apace from me, [| waited the euent, vvondring as 
at the manner and contriuing of it, as vvary and ar- 
med to preuent all hazard or inconuenience. In this con- 
fuſed ſort,I attended a long houre at leaſt,by when I might 
heare a Window notfarre from the Wall open, at which 
a Woman appearing;for though the darknefſc hindred my 
ſight, yet her voice made mecaſfily _ it vvasthe pat- 
ty vvhich brought me thither, and ſo drawing neerer, (hee 
bade me get to the top of the broken Wall, trom vvhence 
they might conueniently ſpeake to me. That vvithour dif- 
ficulry I performed, and being nimbly mounted, ſhe bade 
me there ſtay awhile, and ſhutting the Windowl went in, 
(my mind beeing now in ſuch trouble, as if vvillingly ic 
would hauec forfaken my body) and my deſires hung on c- 
— noylſe, ncging car breath of ayreto bee my 
ificiſles vvary fteppe, vvhom ar laſt I might heare gently 
epenthe Window and preſent herſelfe. The Wall where 
I Rood vvas ſohigh, that it well-nigh raught to the Yron 
Frame of her Bay-window; and ſo, together vvith the 
glimpſc of a Light in the chamber, I could quickly rake no- 
rice, that the faire creature preſent, vvas no other then the 
daughter of Signior Beliides z vvhich fo vwonder- 
e me, that chough I had bethoughe me ſufficiently of 
vvhatTI meanr ro ſay, yet, in reſpe@ the reaſons I had for- 
ged in my breſt, were more for ſatisfying the iclous com- 


, _ the Countrey-Dame, then for courting the pre- 
ent ſubieQz my rongue waxing dumb, I grewtothat paſſe, 


R that had not the faire Dame(perceiuing my alteration laid 
hold on me,the Wall and my countenance had been much 
of a complexion , but feeling my felfe reuiued by her ſoft 
touch, recouering my loſt ſpirits, I might heare her pro- 
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' Ceed, Why, how now, Gallant, vvhar fright is this ? afraid 
of a Woman ? or doth my preſence make you feare the 
juſt puniſhment due to your inconfiancic? I am ſhe whom 
you ſo vnkindly vſed for Signior Belzaes his daughter, and 
yer (obliged forthe ſervices you did her mult pardon grea« 
rer iniurics: I, Doz Zaywe, am (he, that inthe Cuuntry and 
company of Liſaero, your noble courteous behaviour won 
vnto you : the ſame the that enioyed your gladding con- 
uerſation at the Reuels; laſtly , the ſame //menis, Signior 
Bellides his daughter, and whilſt life ſhall laſt, maugre the 
Worlds contradiftion, Yours. Knowing, my beſt loued 
Signior, that che inuetrate enmitic of our houſes , mighe 
croſſe my deſignes, I deferred our meeting, expeRing, till 
ſome of times vnexpected ſeaſons, might(as ac the preſent). 
facilitate our deſires z which I truſt are now accompliſhr, 
ſince youare diſpoſed to loue /ſmenia,onc of your Houſes 
greateſt encmics. That this 1s true, your laſt nights Mu- 
licke perſwaded mee; vvhich fauour, tor the paines it coſt 
you, I eſtceme with equallrecompence, as my determinate- 
reſolution hath well expreſſed by thisnights mecting; the 
diſpoſing of vvhich,hath not beene vvithout ſome difficul. 
ties and no leſſe hazard. Heauen grant,my good Don layme,, 
that you acknowledge better then to the Country-Dame, 
how much aoious and loyall affeQion merits;and in 
{odoing, I (hall live moſt happy , neither ſhall your ſclfe 

complaineatall of ournot muruall correſpondence. 

Aud eading her diſcourſe, ſhe gaue vvay to my vnloo- 
ſened rongue, to ſatisficher amorous obligation + with the 
beſt diſcourſe therefore my Soule could on the ſudden. 
frame, ſhe made knowae her gratefull and greateſt ſecrets: 
haſt of all I excuſed the errour of iny inconſtancie againſt the 
Country-Dame, attributing it to the rare beauty,attrative 
power of //meniaz fo that, the diſtaſte I before was guiltie 
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ef, turned ſtraight into mirthtull paſtime, in vvhich wee 
t moſt part of that pleaſing night; at vvhich time I vn- 
derſiood from my Milſtris, thatthe reaſon ofher comming 
with Li/awro and Tirſs to the Country-houſe, was, to auoid 
the Storme which that afrernoone tooke them, as they were 
oing from Zarage/« toa Village, vvhere ar the ſame time 
j father lay very ficke ; for whom, together with her mo- 
ther, (the fore-mentioned woman in the Fray ) they wenr 
to bring him more commodiouſly home : and that after- 
ward returning to the Ciriie, inforced,as the ſaid(bur more 
herowne generous condition) by my courteſie, ſhe en- 
devoured by her truftic maid, to giue me notice of her affe- 
Qion. 
$0 that afrer all this (both of vs extremely ioyfull) day 
comming on, ſhe quirtted the Window, and 1 leaped'/from 
the Wall, agreeing onely ſtill ro continue our amorous 
night-meetings atthe ſameplace, The next day paſſed on, 
and night vvith my ioyfulneſſe being come, art our prefixed 
houre, I vvent towards my 1ſmenia's Street, and from 
thence to the vſuall Stand; which, as I might now (lefſe* 
troubled) plainly perceiue , was the backe-fide of Signior: 
Bellides his houſe, though the former night little dreaming; 
ofany ſuch thing, I took no notice ofirt. Here ſtood I cloſe 
expeRing when the VWindow would open; when, about ro 
climbe my Wall, I might vpon a ſudden perceive three or 
foure enterthe Lane, and making a ſtand in the midſtof it, 
heard them cloſely whiſpering : fo that the defired inſtant 
roo for my approach, being come, I was in a double feare, 
either of having the aR(ifl mounted)diſcouered,or if nor, 
my ſelfe : both which, and citherofthem might make mee: 
equally thereabours ſuſpeRed.. 
In midſt ofthis contuſion, the worſt that could bee, fell 
out: for /ſmenis.at her Vindow taking no notice of thoſe 
men, 


» 
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men, out of her greedineſle to ſpie , and onely gueſſing ir 
was I, called out, ſaying , Hiſt, why come you not, Dow 
Jayme, at which call, the partics in the Lane began to draw 
neerer, butl (fearing leſt by comming too neere 
mightknow me) without a word ſpeaking , let flie at them 
Co outragiouſly, that at the very firſt encounter one of them 
fell downe ſure enough; and his _—_— frighted with 
the miſchance, inſtantly turned their backes,crying outfor 
helpe ſo lowd.that I durſt no longer expeR the iſſuezwhich 
was, that had no ſooner ſlipped out of the Lane,when an. 
other troope of men entred into it, whom afterwardI vn. 
derſtood to haue beene all of one partic, Officers appoin- 
ted purpoſely ts apprehend ſome ſuſpicious perſons there- 
abours. Conſidering then my danger , before any one 
might follow, I haſtily tooke flight ro my Lodging,remai- 
ning all that night as ſad and penſatiue, as the night before 
merrie and ioytull, As ſoone as it was morning] receiued 
a Ticket from my Miſtris; in which,excuſing with her ſhal- 
low 4 wp x inconſiderate negle&,cavſe of our dif 
quiet, ſhe concluded, aduertizing me,how fitting it was for 
the ſecuritic of our loues , to deferre priuate meetings, in 
reſpeR of the carefull watch which was kept, as well as 
without doores, in her houſe, being it was publikely repor- 
red, that an Officer of Iuſtice was {laine in the night-time, 
for no more then having taken ſome notice of a Gentle. 
man, that ſpoke to ſome-body at her Window. 

I well perceiued the inconuenience with ]/ments's rea- 
ſon, and how important therefore it was for me to follow 
her aduice, ſince the danger, ( my pretenſion to her kin- 
dred knowne Jwas no Ieſle hazzardous then irremediable: 
and though the loſſe of her fight tormented me to the ve- 
ry {oule ; yet,the feare of her ruine, more then mine own, 
kept my affcRion at diſtance, and the better to many * 
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the marter, I abſented my ſelfe from Zaregeſe. 1fmenia (a- 
tisfied with my intent, by her leaue,I rookea iourney to 24 
rowne of mine, your ſcife atthat rime and Jacinta going 
along wirh mce; rhe accident in our tourney talling our, 
which enforced you ro take her out of the Nunnery, 
where by my order ſhe was left,and likewiſe of loſing our 
ſelues inthe darke night, I arrived by morning at my own 
home zand hauing cauſed all pofsible fearchro be vicd af. 
ter you, hearing no newes, I endeuoured to pacific mat- 
ters in the Nunnery,which I might cafily doe,confidering 
the neercneſle of alliance berweene the Abbeſleand my 
ſelfe , who, vnwilling to bring me into danger , was con- 
tented rodifſemble the outrage. . 

Arthis time (though farre off from my Miſtris) yer Qiill 
wee held correſpondence by meanes of my truſty friend, 
whom (as you heard) I made privyto my ſecret : and fo, 
Iſmeniss Maid delivering her Miftreſſes Letters into his 
hands,they came ſafcly ro mine. But at laſt my heart vnable 
to ſupport longer abſence, at two moneths end, I returned 
to Zarageſa,and there to my former cates, 1ſmenia ſoone 

knew arriuall ; for (todeale truely) no lefſe was I fol- 
licited by her Letters and perſwaſions, then mine owne ar- 
dent defires ; and fo the enſuing night,in company of Don 
Martin de Frreas(this being my friends name) went to the 
viuall place ; where I remained in loving conuerſation with 
my Miſtris, till cowards morning , and thus (many a night 
after continued our affeions : vvhich at laſt grew to 
that height of increaſe, that neither of vs, powerfull to reſiſt * 


o their inflaming effefts, vve at m_ determined to giue a 
g joyfull conſummation to our paſhons. And 1/menis van- 
hs iſhed by my entreaties for the appointed night , - taking 
n, Heaven and her true ſeruant to vvitneſſe, of my hand 
le and faithfull vow to be her Spouſe; ſhe conſented I ſhould 
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by the window enter her Chamber , though for fome ne- 
ccſlary reſpets,the reward of my labours vvas deferred till 
the next night: from vvhichtime I vvas able to take no 
reſt atall, buttoiling vp and downe from one place to ano- 
ther,thought cuery minute along Age,cill the vviſhed mo- 
ment approached ; ſothat, vyhat ſhould hauc beene my 
greateſt ioy,bred me greater diſquier,in vvhich I paſſed the 
greateſt parr of the day,till viſited by my friend Don Mars 
#:n,co the intenethar he might not diſcouer my vveakneſle, 
I forced my felfe to as much checrefulneſle as I could 
(which being forced, and I but countertetly diſſewbling 
my inward trouble) he might vvell perceive my alteration, 
This he made knowne vnto me, and vvithall lied to 
know the cauſe of my diſcontent : vvhereupon, I,thathad 
formerly truſted him vvicth my boſomes greateſt ſecrets, 
thought it no raritienow'to diſcouer the preſent z and ther- 
fore made knowne vato him(vvould God I had dycd firſt) 
our agreement : and indeed, Gerardo z —_— (as then) I 
tooke not the notice I ought to haue done of his lookes, by 
vvhat afterward hapned (too lateto bee helped) I called to 
minde,how Dox Martin became ſuddenly ſad, as ſoone as 
euer I had made knowne vnto him the cauſe of my vnqui+ 
erneſſe,but mine eyes were ſo blinded from his paſſion,that 
they neucr ſo muchas marked the leaſtpart of it, nor 
(chough they had)mightI hauc iudged it to redound to my 
prejudice, 

Laſtly, I requeſted ro haue his company (as I was wont) 
which he cafily agreed to and ſo (faining a Jeaue to pre- 
pare himſelt)home he vvent; and within a few houres after, 
when it was time, came backe againe to mee : and before 
we went out,he was defirous we thould change Cloakes,by 
which meanes ({aid hce) vvee ſhall the better diſguize our 
ſclucs : in this manner then comming tothe lane and place 

(being 
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(being ſomewhar late) I might perceiue that 1/menrts expe» 

Red ; ſo that with my friends helpe I got ſpeedily vpon the 

wall, from whence, about to haue climbed to the window, v4 

I no ſooner went aboutit, when, two fellowes newly ruſh- "vt 
ed into the Lane, beganne haſtily to ſer vpon Dow Mart's , 
vrith vvhom(though ro my ſeeming by him valiantly reft- 
fied) they began ſuch a bickering,as(the night you vvor of) 
hapned vnto me; bur,ſuſpeRing as then no other,then thar 
we were laid wait for, I leapttothe ground, and ſeconding 
Don Martin, we cafily drouethem out of theLane,and1, 
deſiring no morethento ſer my Comarty from thence, ſee- 
ing him begin to turne _ ollowing ſomewhat hard to 
remone him a good way from my Miſtreffes danger after I 
hadeffeed my deſire, fomewhat weary and breathleſle, 1 
returned againe to my ſtand, where finding no Dos Mertirn, 
nor any ſign of the paſt skirmiſh;zthinking the ſame chance 
had happened to him,thatto me 5 meaning not to expect 
him lenger, I ventured once againeto the trop of the wall, 
to cife& my deſires : but haning found the window cloſe 
ſhutgthinking verily tho fray and claſhing of our ſwords, for 


more ſecurity had cauſcd it,I turned backe againe,though, 
ſo perplexed with the vnlook for accident, that,I could wil, 
w_ 4" ſacrificed my ſelfc. 

n all that enſuing night, | could notaffoord my difirat- 
ed miode one minutes reſt, whoſe morning comfort it firs, 
you next heare, Aboutten of the clocke the next mor- 

) ning, my {/-menia's Wench, as frollicke as 'rwas poſſible , 
4 comes into my Chamber;and giuing me a Paper from her 
Ty Miſtreſle,asked me,if I were more livelyand lefſe maiden]y 
_s then ouer-night ? I vnderſiood not her meaning,and there: 
Dy fore making no dire reply, onely demanded , whether 
= we had becn perceiued?who anfwwered, Not; Atlaſt, ſome» 


; what more contented. I diſpatcht her; butoo longer laſted 
-j * 207; © this 
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this contentednefle with me, then mine cyes were running 
ouer thele Lines, 


yeu arr6ued ſafely at your 
afflits me; and therefore , loued 
Spouſe, I beſeech you, faile not to ſee me this night, fiuce you are 
ow obliged to know, how ll 1 ſhall paſſe the tedjoas minutes , 
without re-enioying your deſtred preſence. 


Euen yet, Gererdo, the affrightment of theſe Lines Rill 
haunts me ; which, bauing as then fundry times read ouer, 
and ing the Wenches former queſtions with them, 
I could not tell what to imagine: but ing tliac , cill I 
ſpoke with I/menis, my labour was vain] was tO pa- 
tience,and cxpeRation of nights approach , by when and - 
_—_ En, I went to Don Martin his 

ing, aſwell with purpoſe to hauc him along with mee, 
as 0 alſo how he had ſped he laſt REES 
—_— et I , ho anſwere was 
made me, which cauſed me to one; and comming to 
the place, vp I got, where Nacecxpeies me. 

Me thought as then, deare friend , my dif-ioynted lims 
were ſhattered from my bodie, and, that my afflicted 
heart oppreſ} with ſome future miſchicfe, leaping within 
me, began to rent and teare : infine, ncuer ſuch a ftupid 
ſadneſle poſleft mans faculties, though at the preſent I en- 
toyedall the happineſleI could inthis world deſire. 

Iſmenia ſoone tookenotice of my trouble , though no 
other light was by, then what might haue been ſent from 
her ſparkli om} 
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ſome few ſighes, ſhe ſaid: Is it poſsible, Don Jayme , that 

our extraordinary fadneſle thus ſhould leflen our ioyes ? 
Laſtnight you would not haue me ſo much as ſee you, nei- 
ther could I obtaine an amorous word from you, in ſtead 
of many, that one who fo freely deliuercd vp the poſleſsi- 
on of her ſelfe, might haue expected : and now you pro- 
ceed againe with the ſame ſtrangeneſle:tor Heauens loue, 
loued Sir, leaue this rkeformete, the occaſon of which I 
am wholly ignorant of,at leaft hide irnor from me, {ſince 
fit it is,that your 1/-menis ſhould now bee partaker both of 
your good and bad. 

What griefe (thinke you) could here bee equallto that 
my ſoule indur'd, hearing ſuch bitter, vn-imagined mis- 
fortune > Whar rongue or words might expreſle the ra» 
nn of my gricfe-ſtrucke heart ; ſecing I/menis 
with ſuch ſimplicitic ro treat of my weightieſt lifes af- 
faires > Bur, for all this, not bending a iot vnder my palsi- 
on, I refolued to try whether ſhe iefled z and after, percei- 
uving herto be terribly altrcd',, when Edenied my hauing 
beenat all with her the night before,knowing then plainly 
that there had been ſome miſtake , and that ſome other 
had been my ſubſtiture, ſo powerfull wasthe anguiſh of 
my heart,-thart, my ſpirits failing, I ſwouncd in Jſmeria's 
armes : who,;preſently cauſing her Maid to bring a light, 
and percciuing in my loſt colour the truth of her ill for- 
tune,not any way ſuſpeting my affection, which ſhe cuer 
held to be vnfained, the began by degrees to feare ſhe had 


been beguiled, and with one experiment was quickly ſa- 
tisfied that ſhe was :- for —_——_ her ſel at ther in- 
ſtant,ofa little Relicke and Purſe, which was found vnder 
her Pillow, ſhe knew it was left by him that poſſeſſed the 
es and her honour ; within the Purſe alſo there was a 
uttle Booke with Pictures,in whole firſt Jeafe the Owners . 


name, 
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name, the falſe Don Martin was written: which her Maid 
no ſooner heard, when roaring out, and tuning to the af. 
Alited /ſmenia , and me that hadnow my (ences better a- 
bout mee, ſhe ſaid : 
Youneccdnot,Maſter and Miſtreſſe , trouble your ima- 
ginations longer, or ſearch for farther cuidence of the 
truth : for vyndoubtedly the treacherous Author of this vil. 
Lanic,is Don Martin; which,heauen knowes, I might (beaſt 
that I vvas)hauc helped if the feare of ſome greater misfor. 
tunc had not forced me to filencez howſocuer, I could ne. 
uer be perſwaded, that his baſe thoughts would euer haue 
aimed atſuch an end : Know therefore, vvorthy Sir, thar, 
as ſoone as you had abſented your ſelfe from this Cirie,lea- 
uing (for better conuenience) your conueyance of Letters 
tothe ſaid party,asſoone as I had carried my Miſtrefles firſk 
vato him, after ſome ſpeech, he broke ar laſt with mee, ſay- 
ing, My Miftris was much deceived in affeRing you , to 
thinke to receiue the like recompence, for that your returne 
of loue was not onely contrarie, but that, by your diſſem- 
bling, you ſought too to reuenge the enmitie of your hou- 
ſes vpon her honour : and that (to conbirme this to beeſo) 
vamindfull of her, having violently ſtolne a certaine Dame 
from a Nunnery, you hued laſciuiouſly with her at your 
owne home. This hetold me, butſo weakely hiding his 
owne paſſion,that I well enough gheſſed at the falſhood , 
by perceiuing the Owners infirmitie : his cares ended not 
ſo, but with all opportunities hee returned to the former 
theame,declaring himſelfearlaſt ſo far as to offer me-ſome 
ifcs of value,if I would make knowne his affteion ro my 
Miſtris, inſiſting alſo to haue me perſwade her (how trea- 
cherouſly you dealt with her) and the aimeand intent of 
your fained affeQion : but], the loue I ener bore to your 
noble proceeding,& the loyall ſeruice I owe tomy _ 
made 
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made menot onely (hut mine eares to ſuch baſe offers,bur 
deſire her to ſollicite your ſpeedy returne: which Dow Mar- 
tin no ſooner heard,and that you would bee backe, when, 
with a falſe ſmiling countenance he made me belecue, thar 
all his former cndeuours were onely co try my fidelitic, as 
well as my Miſtreſſes conftancie ; and though I percciued, 
this was, but (like the Lapwing) crying our in the falſe 

, yet Idurſtnot make it knowne to my Miſtris , as 
thinking, that if ſhe ſhould diſcouerir to you , there muſt 
needs be ſome breach berwixt your ſclfe and Don Marits, 
which mightin che end light heauily vpon me, to my Mi- 
Aris and her friends diſhonours. 

This (though well pondered) filence, is that, which hath 
wrong d you both z and if the honeſt end for which ic was 
meant, cannot freethe Owner from puniſhment ; Loe, 
hexe'sthe party before you, infli& what reuenge on her 
you =_ | 

Thus ending, andall of vs falling into an exaQ conſide- 
ration of cach circumſtance in this wofull misfortune; as 
firſt, how vaſcaſonably Dow Martin vrged our exchanging 
Clokes , next the beeing ſet vpon by thoſe fellowes iuſt at 
the inflant when wasto get tothe window, and my Con- 
eraries calic retiring, comparing alſo the time that my 
falſe friend had to get into ]/menra's Chamber, bis ſilence 
all thewhile hee was with her, with bis commanding the 
lights to be firſt remooued, and laſly his feare and fright ; 
by all theſe wee not onely knew Don Martinto bee the Ac- 
tor of the Villany, burthe Author of the fray alſo , plot- 
ting it with ſome friends or ſeruants of his, inthe manner 
related , that whilſt I ſhould hazzard my lelte in his de. 
fence, he might effe& his treacherous ſe :- all theſe 
Kcong preſumptions confirming poore I/menis,no humane 
thoughts can conceiuc her infinite teares , equall ſighes , 
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hearts oppreſcion , fad groanes, and frequent diſmaying, 
Many a dead traunce (hee had in myarmes, and as often 
certainly had I ſeconded her,if the raging deſire of revenge 
had not couragiouſly ſtrengthened me. In fine , confide- 
ring that for my ſake (hee had ſuftered fo great an iniurie, 
and how much alſo I was in point of hongur obliged to 
mine owne ſatisfaQtion , givingher the bel} comfort that 
griefe would permit, with a loving embrace I rooke leaue, 
promiſing her faithfully not te bee at quiet, till her honour 
werefully fatisfed,if not reftored... 

The next ing in the: Torment you may well ſup- 
poſe,l priuily lay in wait for my treacherous friend : bur af 
ter Lhad long and to ſmall purpoſe watched, I vaderſtood, 
that the day ———_ out of _ 5 ſo that 
now it appeared plainely, that having mi $ Purſe, 
and knowing by it his villan muſhneeds bee diſcoucred, 
his | aw; made himfly, as hauing neither heart nor face 
to himſelfe to a friend. whom hee had fo. baſcly 
wronged. . | 

This abſence of his ſomewhat troubled me,as well,in re- 
rarding my reuenge.as being ignorant of his abode : but 
iuſt Heauen prouoked by his wickedneſſe, was pleaſed, by 
the meanes- (that heerhought was his ſecureſt,) ' to- make 
knowne vnto me where he reſided; putting into my minde 
to goe to the Poſt-houſe, . where hauing ſundry times loo- 
ked ouer the Letters from _— at laft Ilighted ypon a 
ſuperſcriptiontoa kinſman of his,which Lbroke open, and 
reading it,perceiued it came from mine enemy who wrote 
from Oran in Barbary,requeſting his kinſman to rake order 
for the ſending certaine moneyes and trunkes of _—_ 
This ijoyfull newes I made knowne to 1/menia, and taking a 
ſpeedy leauc,addreſſed my ſelfe for Oran , determined, it I 
could,to kill mine encmic; and about ſome ſixc a oy 
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Larriued in a ſmall Barke at the Port of Maſſa/quitsy , 
where, fearing to bediſcouered, I camenottill yeſterday 
informing my ſelfe as diligently as I could from 
one of the Souldiours of the Fort, whether one Dow Mar- 
ten de Vrree were not in the'Cirie, 

As ſoone as the fellow had reſolued me he was, giuing 
him ſome piecesof Siluer to drinke , that hee might the 
more willingly take ſome paines for me, I deſired him to 
let Don Martin know,that in the Barke (which I fained to 
be mine)there came cerrain Trunkes directed to him from 
Zaragoſa,tor which he muſt of necefſitie come a-boord to 
ferch them thatnight, becauſe with the firſt faire vvinde 
the Barke was to ſer ſayle for Spaire, All which the glad 
Souldier willingly beleeued ; and {o promiſing to himlclfe 
anew rewardfor his good tidings, he effected my will (as 
by the ſuccefle here you haue ſcene: )for before Sunne-ſet 
my Meſſenger returned with Dos Martins anſwere , that, 
he was preparing tocome, only ſtayd ro prouide himſelfe 
of a Horſe,and defired mee therefore to him: for, 
aw were late firſt, hee would nor faile to fetch his 
T that night away. 

Soleauing my Souldier, and providing my ſelfe of 2 
reaſonable HorſeI bought of a Moore(of thoſe that 

trafhke amongſt vs) and well inſtrued inthe 
vvay to the Citie I betooke me to my fortune: and hauin 
(asTI (i uppoled) rode on the berter halfe of the way , 


vndertheſecRockes before vs ſome two or three 

houres, hearingnone paſſe by, I began to grow doubtful 
of rhe Souldiers diligence, and hopeleſſe of any good ſuc- 
ceſſe, was ready to haue gone backe againe : bur in the 
midſt of theſe imaginations,I might heare a horſes tram- 
pling not farre from me,and by and by perceiued a horſe- 
man comming ſomewhat gy -4 me, and(as that Coun. 
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try manner is) armed as I was, who comming cloſe vp to 
me, ſaluting mee, asked whetherI rrau-lled towards the 
Citic or th: Port, My heart betwixt trouble and ioy was 
rcady to haue burſt within me ; and 'cwas maruell, hauing 
knowne the Traitor by his voice, I affvorded him any 0+ 
ther anſwere then with my Launce : but though his trea- 
cherie deſcrued no courteftc, I, not knowing how to bee 
baſe, yeelded him this reply z Thy felfe, falſe Dow Marty, 
art the Port and Haucn to which I goe, at which the fatis- 
fation of my reuenge mult ſafely land ; and to no other 
am I bound ; and therefore ſpeedily defend th y ſelfe; for, 
know, I haue not crofled the ſtorie Seas , toreturne to 
the vyrunged I/menza, with lefle then thy lifes revenge. I 
ſuppoſe, my Contrary vvas not altogether pleaſed with 
this note: trom whom, though L receucd diuers replyes, 
yer aſſured of his wickedneſſe, my angry ſpirit could not 
deferre a vvrarhfull execution, remitting to my hand the 
juſt Revenge, which Heauen hath pleaſed I ſhould take , 
before ſuch witneſles as your ſelfe,and your valorous com- 
panions. Of I/meniz's goodnefle as confidentam þ, as ſa- 
tisfied with the deſeru'd chaſtiſement of her wrong,which 
I purpoſe to ſolder ( ſince with honour I now may)by ac- 
compliſhing my wedlocke vow. This, Gerardo, is m 

intent, this reſolution carries me for Speive, more joyfu 

then vvhen Ileft my Country, for I ſhall not onely com- 
p'y vvith my loucs obligation, but with a greater , my 

ules. 

Thus farre held on the generous 4regenten his Relation, 
and (that ceaſing) Gererdo began with bis thankes, noleſle 
joyfull for the ſuccefſe, then approuing Don Jayme's nece(- 
ſarie revenge : hee applauded his laudible and noble pur- 
poſe alſo : and ſo,withina few houres after,they put ſafely 
to the ancicnt and famous Port of Cartagene ,vvhere, - 
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the addition of Gererds's ioy, they found the Ship , vvhich 
vvith Nye and /ac:nts he thought was loſt : wherefore, de- 
ſirous to heare further newes, the firſt thing he did (gotten 
on ſhore) vvas to ſeeke the Maſter of her; whom hee ſoone 
found out, vvho vvondring extremely to behold Gerard, 
hauing giuen him for a dead man,informed him of all thac 
had paſſed cnen to that very inſtant ; how that after they 
vvere d, the Ship vnableto hold her courſe for Oran, 
vvas forced backe to Cartagena; from vvhence, the faire 
Niſe verily perſwaded, that Gerardo vvas caſt away, bitter- 
ly bewailing her misfortune, accompanied by her ſeruants, 
meant to returne to Ceſar#»s; and that Jacnre with her 
Chriſtian woman too,returned rowards Caftsle,but he knew 
not to what place there they vvould go. 

This information ( ſaving the ſorrow of thoſe Dames 
for him) in another reſpe& much joyed him , as knowing 
for certaine they had ſafely eſcaped the dangerous ſiorme 
in which he left chem; and imagining that /acinta ( accor- 
ding to her purpoſe) was gone towards Caſ{z/e, defirous to 
make good his promiſe to her, he determined to ſeeke her 
out;and though he ſhould miſle of her, atleaſt he might be 
in his way to his Mother and Brother Zeonceo, ro vvhom he 
reſolued to make knowne his laſt mind, vvhich vvas: To re- 
pay vvith vyorthie recompence the daintic N;e's firme and. 
oyall affeion : and making Dow [eyme acquainted vvith 
this reſolution, they both a-freſh exchanging promiſes and 
vowes of loue and affection, with an imbrace tooke leaue 
of cach other, as alſo of the reſt of the captive Chriſtians: 
the Aragonian going towards Zaragoſa, and our determi- 
nate Gentleman making what baſte hee could, for (ſtile. 
The third day of his trauell hee was forced to lic ſome fixc 
Leagues ſhort of the Imperiall Cittie of Toledo, at a Venta, 
that 1s, a lone Inne vpon the way; where having alighted,(in 
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ſicad.ofa better Lodging) he was carried into an vg]y cloſe 
dog-hole, where he was torced to bee contented, and fo re- 
folucd to lic in his Clothes, that hee might the ſooner bee 
vpon his way, and the carlicr in the morning enter the City 
of Toledo, His hard riding excecdingly wearicd him, fo 
that going ſupperleſle to bed, before it grew thorow datke, 
he was well entred into his firſt fIcepe; from which, within 
a few houres after, the ſollicitous care of his journey awoke 
him, together with the Cockes crowing ,which vn-tuncable 
Muſficke was his Alarum, and made him iudge rhe time to 
be about midnight;wheretore thinking it was tos ſoone to 
Kirre our of the houſe, hee ſettled him(ſclte once againe to 
reſt : but his confuſed thoughts would ſcarce allow him a 
winke, keeping him in this manner ſo long waking, till 
neere his beds head he might heare ſome talking ; fo that 
with the ſuddenacſſe, and thinking it to haue beene in his 
Chamber, hee inſtantly roſe vp, and groping about the 
doore, feeling that to be ſhut, he returned with more quiet 
to his bed; where hearing the noyſe againe, hearkening 
more calmely to it, he might eaſily diſtinguiſh it to bee in 
the next roome, divided onely by ſome few boords, and an 
old painted-cloth from his; thorow which, by the glimpſe 
of a candle he might perceiue two men, who appeared to 
him carneſtly contending : for thus he might hearethe one 
ſay to the other, In all the time of our acquaintance I never 
knew thee {o faint-hearted as now, which I am aſhamed of, 
and ſorry theſe gheſts came tothy houle; for any where elſe 
| had ſped berter, and not loſt ſo good a bootie. 

Tothis, Gerardo might heare the other , whom hee ſaw 
to be the Inne-keeper himſelfe, thus reply : Looke you, Si- 
gnior 1ſagurrre, 'tis not faint-heartedneſle which you ſee in 
me at preſent; for had I cuer beene fo, I could never haue 
thriued ſo well, asto be reputed reaſonable wealthie , _ 
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Qill ro maintaine my houſe and family by the meanes<hict- 
ly you know ; and therefore you may thinke there is more 
init then fo : theſe Gheſis (1 much doubt) whether they 
be vvorth our venturing on, for I ſuppoſethey haue bur lit- 
tle money, ſince they tupped ſopoorely, and befides,offe- 
red to abate of their reckening : why then belike (quoth /- 
ſaguirre )you haue forgot whatl told you, or you belcene it 
not. I ſay againe vnto you, that vvith theſe eyes (though 
warily ) I beheld very good Iewels of theirs , which they 
brought on ſhore vvith them at Cartagena, and cuer ſince 1 
hauec tollowed them to an inch I am fure;and therefore {ince 
time hath offered vs a fit occaſion, vvee may this one time 
ow both of vs rich : and beſides, to ſfaue vs harmeleſſe, 
k you,there is another Gheſt in the next roome; there's 
no more to be done, but conuey ſomething of theirs tho- 
row the cloth and boords into his Chamber, and vve ſhall 
cafily make him thought to haue beene the authour of our 
handi-worke; your ſelte and I, with our people, vvitneſſing 
what vve pleaſe. 

With this diuelliſh reſolution finiſhing his diſcourſe, 
mine Oaſt vvas vanquiſhed ; and fo, not deferring the leaſt 
minute their miſchievous purpoſe , one of them taking in 
his hand the Light, both vaniſhed out of Gerardos ſight, 
leauing him in the ſtrangeſt confuſion that might be, conſi- 
dering the danger vvhich on every ſide encompaſſed him : 
but reſolving vvith himſelf, thatche leſſer (though more 
hazardous) of the two, vvas to hinder their villanous en- 
terprize, he ſtraight moſt couragiouly diſpoled himſclſc ro 
ſet vpon them: and fo taking his Piſtoll charged , and his 
ſword in his right hand, hee ſteprour of his Chamber, iuſt 
as theſe Rogues vvere lifting a doore at the turther end of 
the entry off che hindges, where from within he might alſo 
beareatertible ſcricking and noiſe (as hee gueſſed) of wo- 
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men: wh.crupon the good Genileman, withour delay,clapr 
in to the couple, who void of cowardize, (which fach pco- 
ple are commonly accuſtomed to) like rauenous beaſts, ſee. 
ing their trecherie diſcoucred, ſought to have clozed with 
him, but Gerardo had too much aduantage ouer them,aſwel 
inreſpe&ot his owne perſonall valour, as having alfo the 
better Armes : and fo, diſcharging his Piſtoll at one of 
them,the bullet of ir quickly diſcouered the certainty of the 
burt; for hauivg ſtrucke the partie in the right arme, his 
ſword fell from him, and himfelte likewife with the griefe, 
tumbled to the ground , yer at that time his companion 
vnluckily raughe Gerardo a wound , and cut him ouer the 
forchead; which he feeling, bis fury had ſoone guided him 
to a reuenge vpon his Contrarie;had the Light beene more 
propitious ro his indignation; which(he that ſtood againſt 
Gerardo, hauing on purpoſe or accidentally troden vnder 
foot) was extinguiſhed, and fo thedarke prevented his pu- 
niſhment,at the inſtant,that with much knocking and noiſe 
ſome company at the doore called to bec let in, The clas 
mors within doores, what with thewounded parties how- 
ling, the Inne-kcepers roaring, the womens wailing , and 
the whole houſes affrightment, were ſo terribly outragious, 
that neither the one nor other could diſtinAly be heard: till 
ſach time as he that had beene Piſtol-ſhot taking fome cou- 
rage, (which he might the better do, in reſpeR Gerardo in 
the Garke retired further from him ) groping abour the 
doore, and putting backe the Bolt, he ſtraight-way opened 
ir; and ſeeing five or fixe perſons ( thoſe that called) with- 
out, he cried out to them not to enter, for feare of adeſpe- 
rate theefe within : whom he and the Inne-keeper (he ſayd) 
having reſiſted to keepe him from robbing two women 
that lay there, he fer vpon them, and diſcharging a Piſtoll, 
wounded him pirtifully in the arme: fo that ſome ofthe 
com- 
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companic compaſſionate towards the party, ſought to help 
him; and the reſt thought hcro beſet the houſe, and not to- 
enter, that ſo the theete within might not eſcape. 

All this while, they within kept vvary ſilence, for Gerar- 
do feeling himſclte vvounded, and knowing not how to be 
reuenged, was onely carefull in the darke to top his wound 
cloſe, to kcepeit from too much bleeding. And honeſt, 
mine Oaſt, for feare of another bickering , 1quatting downe i 
as cloſe as he could, and as round together as athrid-bot- Tn 
rome, ftirring neither legge nor arme, vvas ſcttled vnder k 
the Table; and the poore vvomen that firſt cried out know- 
ing their good or bad fortune depended vpon the dayes ap- 
proach, vvith vviſhes and prayers expe&ing it , had hidde 
themſclues in ſcuerall places. They without, thoughtit no 
whit ſecure for them to runne into darknefle, nor in the be- 
halfe of ſtrangers, to vndergo a certaine danger;and there- 
fore both the one and the other waited for day, and -Sun- 
riſe; whoſe rayes notlong aſter crowning the Mountaine 
toppes, (all being now vitible) the falſe Inne-keeper came 
leaping to the doore, crying, Theeues, thecues ! whereup- 
pon the Traucllers hauing got ſight of Gerardo, called our 
to himto yeeld; and by this too , the fearefull women alſo 
were gotten out with their noiſe , the. whole houſe appca- 
ring to berather an inchanted Manſion,then receptacle for 
Gheſls.. 

The good Gerardo, with this roguerie of the Inne-kee- 

r and his companions, was as much afflifted,as doubtful 

owto behaue himſelfe, his noble mind having ncuer be- 
fore beene plunged into ſo diſgracefullanaccident, bur re-- 
ferring the luccefle of all to his innocencie; and relying al- 
together vpon heauensprouidence,hedetermined to ſtand 
foorth; and being come to the dores threſhold, was ſcarce 
xcady to haueg begun his ſatisfaRion to thoſe that incom- 
_—_— _— I” 


= — — — 


424 GERARDO, 


paſſed him, wheninthe midſi of them hee might perceiue 
his brother Leoncto,whoſe vnexpeted light fo amazed him, 
that (not knowing what he did) his {word and Piſtoll dropt 
from him, which no ſooner happened, but the Inne-keeper 
and the reſi thinking that to bea figne of yeelding , clozed 
with him; ſome laying ſure hold, ard others ſecking for 
Cords to binde him withall ; and this, with ſuch outcries 
and balling, that though Gerardo cryed out vnto them , he 
was Leonczo 5 brother, he could not be heard, leſſe knowne, 
by realon his face was all ſtained with the blood that ranne 
from his wound; till Leowcro himſclfe taking more carefull 
notice ofthoſe loued Eccho's of his brothers voice, which 
pierc't his very heart; cauſing alſo ſome that laid hands on 
him to ſtand off, (though all bloudy and disfigured) hee 
foorthwith knew him, and with incredible aſtoniſhment, 
and ioyfull reares embracing him, thought hee ſhould ne- 
uer enough claſpe him in his armes, breeding much amaze. 
ment in all the beholders. 

Leoncio's {eruants were cuen madde with ioy, when they 
ſaw the ſo-much-bewailed Captiue now returned : and the 
wretched Womea hearing what pafſed, rendring due 
chankes to Heauen, for becing freed from their great dan- 
ger, drying vp the remainders of their former ſorrowes, 
went out to ſhewthemſclues; and (though clad in ſtrange 
array)no {ooner were they ſecne by the two Brothers, when 
Leoncio firlk knew lacimts's face, and Gerardo both of them; 
forthe other was the Captive that acccompanicd her from 
Arerwrs. 

The afflited Dame was fo troubled at Gerards's ſight, 
that had it beene in the dead time of nigheyit might (poſſi- 
bly) haue irucken herdead : for perſwaded (as you heard) 
that he was caſt away, at ſuch a time, her amazed ſences 
muſt ncedes haue failed her, fance cucn Leowero Rm 
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in broad day-lighe (for all his courage) was aftonied, 
as if he had bcheld fome apparition, till Gerardo awoke his 
confuſton, vvho amorouſly embracing her, ſatisfied his 
brother. 

The next buſlinefle vvas ro hearken after mine Oaſt and 
his friend, but their care of themſclues, ſaued the others a 
labour; forno ſooner ſaw they this change , and heard the 
nameof Brother paſſe to and fro, vvhen they ſhifted them- 
felucs away : and Gerardo now vnderſtanding from his bro- 
ther, that the cauſe of his journey vvas onely to hauec car- 
ried Monies to Yalencza for his ranſome, (there beeing no 
need of his paſſing further) returned all rogether joy. 
fully coward Maarid vvith the faire Jacw#4 vvhom they had 
along vvith them. 

They thought it not fit toſurprize their mother with Ge- 
rards's vnexpeted fight; and ſothey commanded a ſeruane 
to goe before to prepare her firſt by degrees vnto ir: letting 
her know, they vvere faire and ſoftly vpon their way to- 
wards her, ſome two dayes iourneys behind :in which time 
Gerards giuing his brother particular notice ofall that befel 
him in his capriuity; Leoncio alſo quitred his Relation,by gi- 
uving him to vnderſtand what paſſed at Granada in his ab- 
ſence, and that which was of moſt importance and greateſt 


PET 


gricfero him, his friend Arſenio's death, Heauen __ | 
| 


to remooue him from earth, before the arriuall of his de 
red, deſc rued liberty : and alſo the ſentence of Yrolame's 
Louerthe new Leaxare, whom, after a tedious impriſon- 


. ment, the incenſed Iudges at laſt ſentenced to end his life 


in our Kings ſeruice at the Garriſon of Larache. This newes, 
eſpecially that of Krſenio, to ſaue his hearts ſorrow , hee 
could willingly have wiſhed to be ſpared: but this diſcom- 
fort of his was quickly ſweetned with the fight of his moſt 
louing Mother, to whoſe preſence the ſame day they ar- 
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rined. Here the whole company reſted ſome little time, 
before any mention was had of lac nts's affaires , vvhom 
(knowing that by her meanes Oerards obtained his free- 
dome) the Mother as en PN as her ſonne,and 
(ignorant of their firſt more illicite acquaintance) ſhe com. 
lied with her juſt obligation, till rime paſſing away, the 
aire Dame carefull of her owne buſineſle, by good aduice 
conſidering that, giuing her Parents or friends notice of 
her abode, and her husband too liuing,her life and honour 
might be endangered, deſiſting from that , ſhee dedicated 
the reſt of her daiesto a religious retirement; to vvhich, 
without any help, but ofthe Iewels brought vvith her from 
Argiers, (he might caſily attaine, having not only in them 
enough to make vp her owne portion for the Nunneric, bue 
for others alſo as vvell borne, and of as good quality as her 
ſelfe : and (o, making Leoncio and Gerardo priuy to her in« 
rent, they vnanimoully approuecd it,onely were a little trou- 
bled for the place, vvhich at length they agreed ſhould be 
ata Monaſteric ina Village, not _ {ixc Leagues from 
the Court; vvhich being thus neceſlarily refolued on, and 
all things fitting provided, taking /acimte, the Captive that 
would neuer forlake her, and another poore maid that Ge- 
rards's Mother recommended to her , along vvith them, 
they accompanied hertill ſuch rime as ſhee was admitted 
and ſettled in the Nunneric, where after ſo many ſiravge 
and difterent ſucceſles of her life,in ſingular abſtinence,an 
auſtereneſle of deuotion (he to this day remaines. 

This then to Leoncio's ioy, and Gerardss comfort happily 
effeRed, home they went, and beceing now at full leiſure, 
treated abour the particular of moſi conſequence,touching 
the faire and diſcreet Nie, whoſe firme and conſtant 
thoughts maturely waighed by Gerardo, and the new flames 
of his old Loues remembrance breaking out, follicited his 
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care ſo much), that atlaſt hee reſolued ro recompence her 
affection, by beſtowing himſelfe vporrher : and ſo com- 
municating the buſinefle withthe reſt of his friends and 
kinſmen, accompanicd (to their good liking) by them and 
his Brother, he purpoſed to ſer forward to Ceſarins,where 
he doubted nor, but ( as the Pilottold him) to finde his 
Nife: ſo,fitting all things for a iourney, he began the ſame, 
onely for Deuotions ſake meant to take the famous Mo- 
naſteric of Guada/ape in his way , which was indeedethe 
ſhorter, ſaue that it was not ſo full of good Townes and 
Innes as the other more vſuall ; which defe@ was well c- 
nough ſupplide by their owne mirth,and varietic of com- 
pany. Gerards had a purpoſe, that Nyf's ioy might bee 
the more complete, to take her vn-awares , that ( ſuppo- 
ſing him long beforedead,ſeeing him now againe beyond 
all hope or cxpe&ation } her aftetionate content muſf 
neceſſarily be augmented ; and therefore hee would not 
that any notice ſhould bee carried to her before they all 
arriue 
The ſharpeſt of Winter was at this time quite paſt , 
h inthe beginning of Acarch, it ſeemed to bee retro- 
ade: for the tender ſprigs and graſſe vvere couered with: 
Rom froft, as in /a#zary,and the ſtaring Mountaine Tops 
with condenſed ſnow ; ſo that by the | _ day of their 
journey, all the Gentlemen, wearied and roiled out, with 
Raine, Snow, and other diſcommoditics in the midſt of 
thoſe wilde Mountaines of Guadalape, deſired (the cuening 
drawing on) to reſt themſelues at the neereſt lodging they 
could come at; and to this purpoſe willed their Mulctiers 
to guide them to aknowne Inne inthat way , called,, The 
Mary Magdalen ; butthe poore fellowes were ſo wet and 
weary,that,though they laboured what they could,to bring 
their Maſters thuher, ygt night and darkneſle ouer-raking 
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them,rhey loſt their way,and the horſemen had auch adoe 
to keepe themſelues from tumbling headlong:lo ſteepy are 
the Cliffes and dangerous precipices of thoſe Mountaines, 
All ot them well perceiued the misfortune, and fearing yer 
ſome greater, ifthey ſhould all night long remaine thus to 
the inclemencie of the weather; conſidering their danger, 
they trooped together, till, atlength , when they leak 
thought of it, notknowing how or which vvay , they were 
gotten to the feote of the Mountaine z and being now in a 
Valley necrecertaine mudde walles, that ioyned (as they 
might ghefſc)ro a houſe: drawing neerer to it, they might 
cciue it had ſome cloſe entries on euery fide ; fo , thin- 
Ling they had met with no bad ſhelter,all of them alighted. 
And Gerardo ſuppoſing there wanted not ſome inhabi 
there, who, taking pitic vpon their diſtirefle , might iyer af« 
foord them a better welcome; about to knocke at the gate, 
fog as neereashe could, hee might by the manner of the 
uilding (hauing ſome ſmall glimpſe of it)perceivue it to be 
a Hermitage; whereupon,forſaki g his intent of knocking, 
as ( perſwaded that in ſodefarrt- a place there could bee no 
body to open to them)he turned back to the company, But 
he was decciuedin his diſtruſt : for no ſooner was he be- 
ginning to vrter his minde, vvhen, perceiving the Hermi- 
tage doore open , they might alſo ſee a venerable ancient 
man vvith alight in his hand come our, whoſe long ſtluer 
Lockes, gray beard,as well as his Religious habic , moued 
the by-ftanders vvith a kinde of deuout reſpe@to draw 
Mecre. 

The good old Father vvondred at the raritic, though, 
with gentle phraſe he ſaluted them,and cheerefully deman- 
ded the caule of their vnſeaſonable trauelling thorow thoſe 
wncouth parts:of vybich being by Geraras ſufficiently ſatis- 
bed, and of the neceſlitic they were driven to , with _ 
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charitable entrailes he offred them his Cell for a Harbour : 
where all of them entring , more ſpeedily then from his 
vveake Age might haue beeneexpeRed, hee made them a 
reaſonable good fire, with whoſe warmtb(which they eſtce- 
med asan extraordinary dainty } they by little and little 

themſclues ; and they that had beene before almoſt 
frozen vvith cold, and ficke with wer, were now newly re- 
uiued; and making ready their ſupper (which was the Re- 
likes of ſome dinner meates that their ſeruants carried in 
their Wallers) rogether withſome little fruic the old man 
ſer before them, giuing God thankes that affoorded them 
fo good afhclrer, they began to fallro; All choſe Gentle. 
men were maruc taken with the reuerend preſence 
-_ the holy Man, who at Gerards's requeſt fate- with them 
company , to whole vvords and graue diſcourſe th 
were nor. > attentiue, then ſollicitous to taſte of the Can 
ſer before them. So , Supper ended , Leoweivand Gerardo 
would have begunne to renue their thankes for his curtcſic: 
which hee preuented , vvilling them to attribute all to the 
higher powers,to whom their thankes were-ſolely due. 
And fo leading themby<he hands ( the reſt following) 
came tothe foote of an Altar, where, by the light of a - 
fmall Lampe,they might behold a Crucifix, to which they 
all kneeled, and after their Deuotion', were about to haue - 
rerurned to their former ſcates ; when, Gerardo, riſing vp, . 
perceived , rhat the ground where hee had kneeled, vvas - 
fomewhatlooſe, and as if it had beene but tharday newly 
broken vp for a graue (astrue it was:)at vvhich maruelling, . 
and thatany ſhould be buried in ſo remote a deſartzor thin- 
king ps they might be neere ſome towne, defirous to 
be reſolued ; be demanded the cauſe of the Reuerend Her- 
mite;from whom,in ſicad of an anſwer, he might ſee, how 
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to conceale their teaxes: at vvhich vnlookt for reſentment 
not a lictle wondring, and much —_ to know this and 
the former cauſe,he began with this cffeuall cntreaty thus 
ro mooue him z 

Honeſt Father, though the demenſiration of your eyes 
might interrupt my purpole, ſince I preſume by my queſti. 
on your teares haue been occaſioned : yet the force of my 
deſires vvillerh me in the behalfe of this vvorthy company 
to imporrune your ſatisfying my requeſt , and making 
knowne the reaſon of your ſudden ſorrow, that, if any here 
may giue you eaſc or comfort, it ſhall beno trouble or dif- 
ficulry for him hereinto ſerue you : and therefore the ſo0- 
ner you declare your gricte , the neerer growes your re« 
medic. 

Further had Gerardo proceeded, fo much vviſhed he to 
diſpoſe the Hermit to his vvill, bur, perceiving, that by the 
others beginning to ſpeake, himſelfe vyas cutoff, with care 
and ſilence he gaue eare: Inallthetime, ws loued Sonne, 
that in this ſolitarineſſe my wretched life hath been dedica- 
tedro Heauen, I may ſafely __ you , that neither 
p_—_ goods haue diſturbed my mindes quiet, nor 
worldly cares my penitence or ſoules faluation; for which 
I muſt inceſſantly praiſe my Creator; yer, I cannot but ac- 
knowledge and eſtceme as an cefpeciall obligation vyhat 
your nobleneſle hath impoſed vpon me, which I ſhould 
moſt heartily repay in the kinde you demaund , vvere not 
the time more neceflary for your reft, then my ſmall paines 
for your ſatisfaRions. Reſt your ſelues all therefore for the 
preſent, for your weary trauell hath much need of it, and to 
morrow morning,l ſhall accompany you (God vvilling)to 
Guadalupe; at which time I not onely promiſe to fulfill 
your command, but ioyntly for your _ edification to 
recount vnto you the ſtupendious life of that Graues Ow- 
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ner. Here, with a relenting groane, hee finiſhed his (peech, 
h,in wr warms... defires began a-new: dies 
fore falling againe to importune him, they requeſted him 
notto deferre his Relation, laying before him the hardneſle 
frheir lodging and tediou of thenight,which would 
the better beguiled, by their beingbykim kept waking ; 
ſo that, at h loth to be held too — LA was wil- 
ling to obey : bur firſt he renues their fire with ſome picces 
of drylogs, and then the Brothers and whole company 
nnd belering the good old man,hee thus ſets vpon their 
attentiue ſilence with the following Tragedy. 

All wounds (an effeR of the ſoucraigne ſalue ) are lefle. 
ned by their cure ; bur if any careleſſely rouch them , ſuch 
—_—_— cheir dolour , and their recouery is ſo 
much the longer deferred; the famenow befals me : this 
laſt night I loſt my beſt friend ; and though my Soule, 
Gods creature, be comforted ; yet, her afteion cannor 
but reſent the blow that was inflited with your demand z 
[ obey notwithſtanding, facrificing my will ro your wiſhy 
and though it may bee ſome caſe ro my paine , todiverr 
your wearineſle, yet I muſt defire more, that is, ro have * 
yourattention beare a part in my Diſcourſe, and your 
ſclues to giue to the truth of this accident , the creditand 
applauſe it juſtly deſeruerh. 

To prouide my ſelfe of ſome ſuſtenance (the in-excuſa- 
ble Tnibure to our wretched bodies) I vſe weekely to im- 
portune cerraine poore Villages within a foure Leagues 
compaſle of this Valley with my neceſſities, from whence 
about _— ſince, returning to this Hermitage, for- 
ced as well by Iaiies ſcorching heate, as my weakenefſe of 
Ageby the way, I ſate me downeto reſt my ouer-wearied 
limbes, onthe ſhady brinke of a ſwift runnung Spring, .the 
bnete Originall of the neere Brooke : here then my 
Ff thoughts 
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thoughts found a waighty ſubiet, um whichthey might 
(conſidering the beauty ,fragrancie of different Plants,tha- 
dic Trees, enamelled Flowers, ſpringing Grafle, and cry- 
ſtall treames, mounting euen to the very foote of their 
glorious Artificer ) reuerence inthem the excellency of 
his Diuine handy-worke. 

In this cleuation was I, when turning mine eyes to- 
wards certaine Bryers, there appeared from them a kinde 
of glimmering brightneſle, thar almoſt dazled them , and 
alrogether amazed me. Ar firſt thought ito bee ſome 
reflexion of the Sunne-beames , which ſhined into that 
thornie ſhade: but making ſcucralltrials with my fight, I 
might perceiue the ſame hightto remaine ſtil fixed and im- 
mooucablein one place, which made mee ſuſpeR greater 
matters, promiſing to my worldly deſire ſome ſtone of 
price, or metall of cquall value. 

With this imagination,yp gotI ; and comming to the 
Buſhes, with helpe of my Crab-rree-ſtaffe, I beganto pur 
them by, and ſo , quickly diſcouered the occaſion of my 
{earch , which was, a Ginet Saddle of maruellous neat 
workemanſhip,embroidered, with all furniture to it,in ſeue- 
rall colours zat the Bow hung the bir, head-ſtall & Reines. 
The Stirrops and Poitrall were fairely gilt and enamelled. 
The accident made me ſomewhat wonder, yet the gilded 
irons vvhich madethat ſhining, ſarisfide my firſt doubrſull 
imagination. T he myſteric w, the Saddle, being thus left 
] was vtterly ignorant of ; and therefore not once ſearch- 
ing into the cauſe,couering the vvhole furniture, I leftir ro 
the Owner inthe ſame manner | found it; and ſo walked on 
to my Cell ; where (my minde better emploide ) my 
thoughts had no leiſure to wander. 

A wecke paſſed on after the accident, in whoſe laſt day 
(L being retired, my doore cloic ſhut) the sky couered with 
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clouds, not without Lightning and Thunder, there began 
a terrible forme(which arc in this Valley, though nor laſt 
ing, yet as frequent as frightfull.) The violence of it much 
aftlied me for the hurt it might doe the Countrey; and fo 
I made the matter of my Oraiſons for more moderate wea- 
ther, praying to God to proteR the earths increaſe : bur at 
che inſtanc,the — and ſnuffling ofa horſe, 
ſuſpended my pious Zeale, and cauſed meto approch nee» 
rerto the Altar, thinking verily ſome ſpirit had beene 
accre. 

And wonder notatit: forT tell you true , the noiſe this 
_— of your Moyles and Horſes worked no leſſe horrid 

& at firſt: for,now,as then, it ſeemedimpoſlible ro mee 
to heare any creature come neerethis place: which(though 
not farre from habitations) yer hath euer beene, by wow 
of the dangerous narrow wayes ſo inacceſſible,and indeed 
ſo vn-promiſing a ſally to Horſemen,that it makes me think 
your comming hither miraculous; and therefore with theſe 
circumfiances,you need notthinke my feares then triuiall, 
So I flaycd a pretty while within my doores, not once ftir- 
ring from the Sacred refuge that proteQed me : but per- 
ceiuing, as ſoone as I _ to heare the noiſe, the weather 
grew calmer , and the ftorme ceaſed, together vvith the 
Horſes neighing, I got meto my doore, from whoſe open 
grates I might ſec a dainty Bay-borle, with blacke feer, and 
of a very bandſome ſhape, but without any furniture ar all 
ypon him. 

Arfirſt with much admiration I could not tell what to 
imagine of the ſight; till, calling ro mind the Saddle found 
by me, I began to thinke,ir might happely have belonged 
to that Horſe , and that ſome misfortune had betalne his 


Owner, either by falling headlong from the fieepy Moun- 
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not paſſing a League from this place : though the manner 
of 1 Saddles becing as it were carefully lard vp, and the 
Hosſe left fo free,quickly made fruſtrate this opinion alſo, 
Arlaſt (not to weary you) refoluing my ſelfe , that the 
Thunder and extremitic of weather had forced the poore 
beaſt to ſecke ſome ſheer, I purpoſed to ſeize on him, 
ehinking irbenter for mee to keepe him for his Maſter, then 
to leauc him asa firay inthoſe defarts : and fo, opening my 
doore, the Horſe no ſooner heard the creaking of it, when 
ſuddenly he ſtartted back, The ſhowres were quite ouers 
aft; and therefore though the Beaſt fled from mee , yer I 
ft not to proſecute my purpoſe , and fo fetched a com» 
paſſe to run before him,thatI might make him turne backe 
againe : in this manner as well as mine Age and weakneflz 
- would permit me,[ was gotten at leaſt halfea League from 
the Hermitage after him. But growing weary, atlength 1 
I was forced to reſt, where Iremained Zome line while re» 
freſhing my ſelfe,and keeping the Horſe till in fightz and 
longer had I there ſtayed (fo out of breath was I) but that 
the clouds againe thickning, I was compelled to ſecke out 
fome place lefle ſubicR to the violence of a ſtorme , ſo that 
riſing vp,not farre off, I made choiſe of the ſtrong Trunke, 
and broad boughes of a wilde Walnur-crece,, whoſe height 
reaching euen tothe Mountaines Top; gaue ſhade & ſhel- 
terto-the ground, VWhere being arrived, no ſooner pur- 
+ poſedtoenter the hollow of it(cauſed cither by Art or An- 
riquitie ) when, I percciued aman who by way of preuen- 
tion was gotten into it before me. This kept me from my 
intent; for the noueltic ſurprized mee, and the more,in re- 
ſpeathat hauing heard me, hee did not once offer to ſtirre, 
bur,onely hiding his face,now & then ſent forth a mourne- 
full ſigh. His artire and cloathes by their goodnes ſhewed 
zhe Owners quality; and the liuclinefle of his well-fauour'd 
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countenance, no ſtore of yeeres. All which (beſides admi- 
ration)cauſed a curious deſire in me to know more ; and 
accordingly I expeQed a while, to fee if the party would 
forſake his dumpes : but ſeeing his behauiour was ill the 
(ame,taking the name of /eſas in my mouth, I ſaluted him 
alowd; vvho, as if he had beene awaked out of adreame , 
looking vp, replyed : For euer bee my Saujours :glorious 
name praiſed ; and turning about, re-ſaluted mee , asking 
__ would hauc? To which, not alittle aftoniſhr, thus I 
ide : 

"= know not, Chriſtian Brother, what auſtere Cinicall 

rſon in the vvorld there may bee , that, beholding you 
in this manner , would not defire to be informed , and to 
know the cauſe of this your ſolitarie being ; and therefore I 
moſt earneſtly requeſt you , to make knowne vnto me, not 
onely your griefe; bur, vvithall, whether you bee the Ow- 
ner of a goodly Horſe, in vvhoſe purſuite, I baue left my 
harbour: and hearing this, hee anſwered me in this calme 


mapner : 
Though the power of ſo courteous a Requeſt might en- 
joyne mce oy, yet, many times , ſuch are the mis- | 
fortunes of our lite, as, oblige rather with vvarie ſilence to 
leaue the deſire vnſatisfied : Sonow it fares vvith me, that 
deſiring to giue yqur demaund content , the quality of my 
miſhaps doth contradi& my deſire: Pardon, if this dil- 
charge ſerue nor, for impoſſible it is to obraine other from 
me: though, not to bee alrogether barſh or vnſauouric, 
touching my beeing in theſe Defarts , I vvill reſolue your 
doubt, vvhich is , to end mydayes in them. Iwas not 
willingto importune him vvich farther queſtions , taking 
this his laſt anſwere for a ſertled reſolution; neither would 
I on the other fide ſo leauc him ; but ſeeming to bee ioyed 
with his iatent, replide ; 
= Theſe 
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Thete forty yeeres haue | liued in theſe Mountaines , 
and though I have met with many,in their rough and rug- 
ed pathes, yerneuer before with ſuch determinate reſo- 
tion inany : for, ſuppoſe, the extremities of this Vil- 
dernefſe are much mire difficulrto bee tolerated, then 
pleaſing ro bee defired';" and therefore wondring at your 
fingular cleQion, I eahnort but reivyce , and gine you my 
beſt aduice, ſince this kiride of lifes experience giues me 
freedome, and maydeſerviecredit for it : yet, if you would 
ſo pleaſe , I ſhould thinke ir farre berter, for the vndergo- 
ing ſomuch hatdneſle, that you vvould accepr of my com- 
T——_ vvellof it; and it you thinke goed, I now 
= tly offer it,copether with my ſhelter, which is a poore 
ermitage ſeated inthe fecrer'ſt part of theſe Mountaines. 
ſufficient ro-containe vs both. 

Here (after ſome little pawſe ) vvithout expeQing fur- 
ther entreaties, vphe roſe, ſaying; Come on then , Father 
mine ; Goe on, I follow ; for it muſt needs bee, that God 
taking compaſſion of my ſoule , by this wholeſome courſe 
diſpoſeth of her remedy : 'twas he,that brought me thorow 
theſe vnuſuall wayes z he,that hath now twelne dayes mira+ 
culouſly ſuſtained mee with the plenty of theſe Hearbs , 
preſeruing me onely to deliner me to ſuch a Maſter. . 

What ſlay we for, reuerend Father? lct vs goc: for from 
henceforward,l ſubmit my affeQtions to your graue advice; 
and from this inſtant, euentill death, doe dedicate my life 
ynto the T_—_ his ſcruice ; and fo getting out of his 
hollow ſeat, he followed mee ; and by that time wee were 
gone ſome few paces, the horſe that was before ſo wilde,as 
gentle nowas any lambe, cameto his Maſter, and ſuffering 
himſelfe cafily to be laid hold on, we brought him along to 
the Hermitage; and being here, I perceived him to be his 
Owaer : forhauing changed his apparell, and putting on 
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ſome of mine, he defired me totake the clothes, with lome 
lewels and Monies that he had,and in his name offcr them 
toour Ladic of Gzadalupe; which I did, together with the 
faire Horſe, Saddle and Furniture , which he himſclfe told 
me, he had hidden formerly in the Bryers. 

So that now in a poore Hermits Weed, in heauenly me- 
ditations, he fo (hined in a ſharr time in pious exerciles, 
that, anticipating my yeeres, he left me benind : tuch and 
ſo (tri were his taſts,ſo rigorous his penitence,and ſo con- 
tinually feruent his meditations; all which, chiefly the ma- 
cerating his fleſh, had beene much more outragious, ifmy 
2 ons had not ſomething mitigated his feruorous 
pirit. Inthis manner he went on (axe yeeres together, in 
which time, hee would many atime and oft freely recount 
vnto methe rarc and admirable cuents of his life; the which 
(ſtealing ſore houres from him ) for an example and war. 
ning to others, I bauc as exaQtly as I could,(which you (hal 
ſce) ſet downein theſe Lines;and diawingoutalitte Tiller, 
and out of that a Paper-booke, opening the ſame , and ta- 
king ſome freſh breath, he beganne with the enſuing Con- 
cents: 


In the Kingdome of Tod , not farre from the Royall 
Cirties ſelfe,is ſituated the famous Talbors, qualified as well 
for her owne Antiquitie, as knowne by her noble and an- 
cient Gentrie, Here, a Gentleman ſprung from worthy 
Anceſtors,called Fernanade, vvas borne; vvhole childhood, 
(though with maruellous forwardnes it gaue a ſtrong like- 
libood of his more floutiſhing maturer yeercs) I paſſe 0- 
ver, as little ſuting vvith our purpoſe, and cometo his ſix- 
teenth yeere of age, at vvhich time, his parents dying, hee 
being left free and rich, the diſpoſition of his noble mind 
mightthe better be declared , in which his generous ver- 
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rucs poſting, as itvvere, ina ſhort time, made him the moſt 
loucd by the vulgar, and moſt emulated by his equals, that 
might be. Hee vvas not guiltie of the lea(t habituall noted 
vice, nor diſpoſed much tothat youthfull wantonnes moſt 
proper to young Gallants of his age: or, though his natu- 
rall trailtic mighthappely fomething incline him that way, 
yer his proceeding was ſuch, ſo warie, as eſcaped (at leaſt) 
publike notice: which retiredneſle in his aQtions,made him 
ſingular in the gencrall opinion. Io his expences hee was 
moſt prouidently regular, though farre from pinching; for 
in point of honour, vpon himſclte, his family , and friend, 
in any good occaſions, hee would cxpreſle a liberall boun- 
ty necrer prodigalitic ; being then the moſt forward, moſt 
brauc, moſt liberall. To firangers hee was vvonderfully 
courteous,in defending or proteRing them in extremities, 
carcfull for the aduenturing inthe behalfe of friends too, 
his wealth, life, or what deareſt, reputation. To make this 
good, you ſhallclearely perceiuc ir in the courſe of his life, 
yp greatcſitroubles rooke their beginning from this 
cauſe. 

Fernanas at this time exceedingly affeRed a certaine 
Dare, who,had his parents lived ſome longer time,might 
haue been his wife; and though this love of his were go- 
uerned withthe vſuall warineflc that the reſt of his affaires; 
yet it could not ſo bee concealed from ſome of her friends 
and kindred , but by meanes. of a Damozcll of hets,, to 
whoſe notice it came, it was diſcouered tothe others : and 
alchough the alliance diſpleaſed them nor, they cloſely dil- 
ſembled their knowledge, expeRing when himſelfe ſhould 
firſt become an open ſuiter; which had doubtleſſe beene 
eftced, were itnot that in the /zterm a croſſe buſineſſe 
worthy your obſerving happened; from whence much vn- 
quictnelle aroſe, and indced the breach of theſe amorgus 
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proſecutions: and therefore though it bee to enter into 3 
different matter from the preſent, 1 cannot but make aſuc- 
cin& mention of that, to giue the better lightro our Story. 
Fermando proceeding in his noble conditions, grew into a- 
ſtreight _— of friendſhip with a Gentleman, a ſtranger, 
one that alſo extremely loued another Dame of Aus, 
both ofthem (vpon ſeuerall occaſtons)chen reſiding in Ta/- 
bors, (he with her Kinſman Segunda Otanio; be,with his fa- 
ther, Gouernour and chiefe Iuſlice of the place: | 
Gerardo from that very moment that the Hermit named 
Fernando, expeQed ſome more cuident token in his knows 
ledge, burnow _— ſarisfied, crying our, interrupting 
the relation, and pirrifully fixed vpon thole hoarie lockes,he 
ſaid; Peace, good Father , for Heauens ſake forbeare the 
proſecution of my. lifes torment : Wretched and vwnfortu- 
nate man”, that at length art arrived to ſuch growne ills; 
to be a witneſſe, ifnor of thy beſt friends death , yer at leaſt 
of his gricuous diſaſters, of his tragicall ſtory, and igno- 
rantly with thy rude foor-ſteppes to preſſe his quiet Graue !: 
Hecould no more for teares:but his brother Leoncio,who 
with better temper. vnderſtood the ſucceſle , perceiuing 
plainelythat the deceaſed Hermit was their ancient friend 
Fernando, hee could no leſſe then hold fellowſhip with his 
brothers ſighes; they alſo that were igneranr of the firſt 
Parts ſucceſſes, were ſtrucke into greater confuſion, burnor 
long remained they in theſe dumpes; for the godly old 
man, gheſſing as well by the ſad extremes of both , as the 
ſpeech of Gerard» onely , that they two were (doubtleſſe) 
the Gentlemen,of whom he had heard ſo manythings from 
his dead companion, be requeſted them , that mitigating 
their paſſion, they vvould aftoord him a ſecond, better at- 
tention; vvhich Cocomeriins ſothat ſecing them in more 
quiet, 
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quuet, this following dilcourle he Trl framed to their come 
tort, 

Scarce could this night (conſidering your vnexpeRed 
arriaall ſo full of deſperate pallages) credit mine eyes in the 
truth before them:bur having chis preſent occaſion ro know 
you, Il amnot onely vvell apaid , bur reſt allo moſt aflured 
and ſatisfied, that God Almighty was plcaſcd out of a par. 
ticular goodneſle to dire you to this houſe, that the prodi- 
gious lite, and late death of this Gentleman comming to 
his chicfeſt friends notice, might not be buried in the ob- 
ſcure ſilence of theſe remote Deſarts : and therefore, though 
hitherto I not condemne your iuſt reſentment ; yer from 
henceforward it were a fondneſle to embrace it: for know- 
ing his valorous determination, holy cleQion, and happy 
ending, theſe (hould rather make you reioyce at his marue 
lous aRes and vertues, fince they are rather vvorthy of ad- 
miration and envie, then lamentation and teares ; ſuch are 
fitter to be vſed tothe Author ofhis happineſſe, to be ſorry 
that we live behind him in a world of miſerics : vſcteares to 
him, or rather feruent prayers, to make you like your dead 
brother; and beleeue tor certaine, that this ma of yours, 
guided againſt a naturall and ordinary courſe, hath beene 
diſpoſed co the intent, that hearing theſe your friends ad- 
mirable ſucceſſes from my mouth , they may ſerue you as 
examples, (hunning their bad, to attaine by his like repen- 
tant penitence, ſo happy anend as that of his life, in which 
I now with your good pleaſures will proceed , and ſo much 
the more willingly, ſince I ſuppoſe the Relation may not be 
vnprofitable tor ſome one preſent among you. 

Leonao and Gerardo had no replies left, which made him 
the more contentedly turne to his Storic, and ſo rechear- 


ling che greateſt part of that amorous , tragicall —_—_— 
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of Gerardo and Clara mentioned in the firſt Part, and poin. 
ting at the aQtions, (in which Fernandeas his familiar friend 
ſhewed himſclfe on his behalte ) at length hee concluded 
them, ſaying, that the parents and friends of Fermands's Mi- 
Aris allied tothe deceaſed Dom Rodr1goand Srgunde Oftanio, 
ſeeing him ſided with their contrary FaRtion, nor only con- 
tradicted his ſuirc, but alrogether averſe from what ſo much 
concerned them, the more to ſpight him, they wrought fo 
effeually with her , that in fine they perſwaded her to a 
Nunnery; where, though Fernando labourcd by all poflible 
meanes to diliwade her, atthe end of her yeeres Probatio- 
ner-ſhip, taking the holy profeſſion vpon her , ſhee cut the 
thred of his intents, 

This wound of Fortune (fayd the reuerend Hermit) our 
affeionate Gentleman ſo painefully felt , that his griefe 
now deſperate, without all confideration hee ſuffered him- 
ſelte ro be carried headlong on, in ſuch ſort, that with the 
continuanee of his paſſion, his complaints comming to 
Camil's notice , ( fo hight his qzondam Miſtris) perceiuin 
(hough lare) better then formerly her loſt Sweet-hearts at» 
etion, and calling ro mind ſome ancient paſſages of their 
amorous meetings, vnable to reſiſt the ſtrong rempration 
of her thoughts, ſhe at length vvilfully plunged her felfe in- 
to them, and ſent theſe following Lines vnto Fernanas: 


Though well 1 might (had you any reaſon to blame ny detey- 
mination) find a iuſt excuſe from the neceffarie obedience due ts 
my Parents; yet it ſhall be needleſſe,(there bemg nooccafion )that 
1 deſire you to admit any ;, ſince you can nenther haue the face to 
deny your ſelfe to haue beene the cauſe , nor can 1 want _ to 
complaine of your coluneſſe. Tour friend Gerardo was more hap- 
pie, whoſe affaires ("tis well knowne) you 6.05: before our 
«ffeelion, ſmoothing all dif fientti:5 $8 make his party good agernſt 
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wy friends and Alles ; who, not vniaſtly (that beeeng the grea- 
zeſt harwee they meant you) haut taken what reuenge on yout 
might. Conſider then, whether I haut wot reaſon to bee ſenſib 
of what is paſt ſatisfattion, and you ſball ſoone perceine that my 
complaints are more warrentable, then thoſe of yours (1 am told 
of ) which might better be concealed; which that they may,l ſhall 
wot much need, | preſume when you ſhall have read theſe Lines, 
fo requeſt you; my deſire is onely to ſee you, and receine my ſatic- 
faftiow, which Camila better then your ſelfe deſerneth. 


Any Medicine comforts and reioycerh the poore ſicke 
man, that panting for deſired health, oft couets thoſe moſi 
hurefully preiudiciall. Fernands's heart was vvrung by his 
blind paſſion , and fo (though his cleare vnderfianding 
might haue preuented a greater danger) the ſharpe pricke 
of his ſcorchiog affeion, checking the free vſc of reaſon, 
ſpurred on his ſwift determination, and oppoſitely croſſed 
his more conſiderate iudgement,vvhich made himyto gai 
an amorous conqueſt, aduenture at one bold Vyc,his Fales 

cdition. 

" ao Religion had lictle to do, vvhere Fermende ſtill ledde 
by blind paſſion, followed his affeQion; vvho, by Cawils's 
order, vventoften to the Nunnerics Grate to viſit her, and 
had thoſe cold Barres in ſtead of hardneſſe, rongues , they 
vvould (no doubt) hauc lowdly vvarned him from the de- 
teſtable purſuire of that ſubic, in that place. Ar this rime 
(he before an afflited Louer) had leſſe cauſe ro complain 
for Camile with his preſence had more fſatisfaRion then e- 
uer, vvhich made them fall backe into their former loues, 
or (to limit iy ſelfe)to a kind of new deuotion, vvhich long 
(diſpoſed warily) might haue laſted: but as ſuch ations 
are much in fauour of our common Enemy , ſo is hee more 


carctully punuall, more ſicong and powertull, to _—_ 
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the mind, trouble the fences, and adde Fewell to rhe fires 
It ſcemed,his ſubcileie found beft acceſle ro the vveaker ve 
ſell, by the readier way Can-#4's heart, which having (hea- 
ven ſo permitting) poſſeſt, flirring vp by degrees her bru- 
tiſh appetite, and lyting her inward concupiſcence, ſhee 
was at laſt quite vanquiſhed. No longer could her determi. 
nate will, for any danger of her cloſe retirement, deferre 
the vnchaſte execution: for the Diuell doth cafily facilirate 
fuch difficulties, and till a finne bee ated, all is plaine and 
ſmootheſt way. 

Onely a ſhamefaſineſſe of her perſonall honour, pinched 
atthe infamous price, though by Fer»audo ſhe was antici- 
paced inthat point; ſo that the conſideration ofher Lovers 
modeſt behaviour, (from whom, or in him, ir all the time 
of their conuerſation, ſhe hadnot ſo gwch as heard a laſci-- 
vious word, ſecne a luſtfull aion)perplexed her ignorance 
for want of meaner : but he, whoſe craft (as is ſaid) moo- 
ued the whole engine, fearing the loſſe of ſolikely a bootie 
with newdeuices and ſtratagemes forced this laſk Bulwarks 


to. yeeld, 

How farre at this time {though amorous) was Fernends' 
from a carnall thought > he, ſatisfied with the fight of 
his Vortareſſe, deſired no other happineſſe , neither could 


his waric condition hurry him to more vn-limited bounds: 
he vſually conuerſed with her, and indeed , beeing a moſt 
i enter of the Grate, notan howerpaſſed lim: 
without aſight of her,nor a-day,in which ſhereceiued nor 
ſome dainty or other from him,holding theexpence of his 
eſtate ypon Camels, as a gaineand harucſh, though ſhe now 
burning in the flames ot luſt, beeingone day alone with 
him, meant thus ( as you ſhall hearc) to breake her mind 
vato him» 
The berter to declare ir, Lmuſi firſt aduertize you ofthis 
| 7 7. monde 
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neceſſary point, Camila, when ſhe heard Fernanas one day 
was come to ſce her, had purpoſely (longer then ſhe vſed) 
deferred her comming to him inſomuch, that ſenſible of 
the noucltie, his heart began to miſ-doubt ſomethingy and 
in this trouble, defirous to know the cauſe of her ſtay, glad 
would he hauec beene, that the Nunnes light might haue 
preuented his asking : now ſhee that vied this fic occaſion, 
the better to order the Dance, vvhen ſhe came, fained,that 
as ſhe was comming to her vſuall Grate, a friend of hers by 
the way entertaining her Votary at another, had called her; 
the cauſe procceding from a certaine nice doubt which the 
ewo were ſifting, in which, (making her,whether ſhe would 
or not, their Iudge) .ſhee was to heare their allegations, 
which was the reaſon ot her (more important) not ſeeing 
him, 

Here, Fernando much longed more originally to know 
che propoſition zwhoſe deſire, Camila not ouer-{queamiſh 
to be intreated,as one well fludicd inthe thing, moſt cheer« 
fully fulfilled. 

Clemencia and Fauſto (ſaid (hee) both vvhom you well 
know, haue falne into a deepe controuerfie, and into a tic- 
kle point : Fanſte maintaines, that in all kinds , Poſ/efton of a 
thing is the chicfeſt good; vvhich opinion Clemencis con- 
tradicts, who holds, that Hope : to vvhich ſhe artribures the 
—_—————_ and hereupon grounds her Tenet, ſay- 
10g, That this is ſo much the more to be eſteemed, by how 
much neerer itis ro loy and Pleaſure, and conſequently di- 
ſtant from ſorrow and repentance; but Hope is necrer Con- 
tent, and hath leſſe neighbour-hood with diſtaſtes : where- 
as in Poſſeſcon happens the quite contrary; which alwaics,or 
for the moſt part, is accompanicd with gricfe and afflici- 
on : and with all (ſuch is our naturall frailry ) things once 
Pe/ieſed,grow to lefler eſtimation ; for there is no Beauty ay 
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earth {o rare, which once enjoyed, becomes not ( if not 
loathſome) yet leſle prized then before : wherefore too, it 
muſtneedes be euidenr, that the time we ſpend in our pre- 
tenſions is incomparably better, then when accompliſhed 
with poſſeſow, it is leſſe lookr after : for ſo, hee that hyper, 
doth carefully defire,couets with delight and pleaſure,thar, 
which he who poſ/e/{eth, wants; ſince in the glutted ſtare he 
lives, hee neither likes, deſires, or eſteemes : and thus ſhee 
clozed vp all, alledging, that Hope by it ſelfe alone, hath 
much more excellency and perteQion , then Poſſeſſion of 
what is hoped for : tor the thing defired , is in a manner 
ioyntly poſſeſſed as hoped after : when he that poſſefeth, hath 
onely the dominion of the thing he ateaines to,and then his 
hope bniſherh. 

Bur now you muſt marke, that Faaffo wanted no reply, 
for the making good of his part, and therfore inforcing the 
ſuperiority of his opinion, he goes on, ſaying, The whole 
kf: and encouragement of Hope, is in reſpeR of Poſ/e//ion: (0 
that the good which redounds from Hope, is nor in it (elfe, 
but inthe thing hoped for; whereby the thing it ſelfe deſi- 
red, is better then the hope of it : tor theend is euer more to 
beeſteemed, then the meanes, which are onely diſpoſed to 
the ſame.- 

The fecuritic and ſafeneſſe ofa good confifts in the grea- 
ter perfe&ion of it, and this, he onely that doth poſ/eſſe, not 
he that hypeth, hath : who (held he Hopero be the better)ne- 
ver caring tocome to Poſſeſ5r0n, he might,nor onely expe, 
but alſo; not call chat expeRacion Fope, rather , mortal! dc- 
ſpaire; for ill could he bee ſaid to deſire a good, that decli- 
ned ſo much from the Poſſeſsc0n: fo that the perfeRion con- 
fits in the reality and accompliſhment -of the deſire, 
and'not tn the appetireir ſelfe : therefore laſtly,he that com- 
fores himſelfe with bare Hope, muſt needes bee caft, = 
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plainely, hce affcQs that which is moſt profitable : liking 
rather to liue in a _—_ - - on her ſettled quicr 
peace, which is ound in quieteſt Poſeſsion. T 
vrged many —— to en owe _ 
moſt materiall ; andthough they hauc named me for cheir 
Iudge Arbitreſſe,yer I confeſle my ſhortneſle of vnderſtan- 
ding ; and therefore, Fernando relying on your diſcretion, 
I meanc to take you as an Aſliſtant to ſentence this cauſe 
before we part. 

Fernands gaue pleaſing attemion to the whole diſputa- 
tion,and thorowly ſatisficd,thus replied to Camils: Belecue 
me, deare Votareſſe, the parties ( though to my coſt) may 
render you many thankes, as not needing tocomplaine for 
want of attention in their Iudge, nor to diſtruſt the iuſtice 
of their cauſc : forit is not poſſible, that ſhee,vvho hath ſo 
well related cach point, and _y conſidered cuery Cir» 
cumſtance, ſhould erre a ior in the ſure determination; and 
thoughl be well cnough aſſured of this truth, yer, ſubicRing 
my ſelfe ro your commands, I muſt obey : and therefore 
reſoluedly ſer downe, that you may ſentence on Fauſts's be- 
halfe, of vvhoſeright ſo confident am I, that had not he to 
my liking ſufficiently made good his opinion, I ſhould with 
freſh reaſons endeuour to vnderprop it. Then belike (re. 
plied Camils)vvhoſocuer is of that mind is vviſcſt,and con- 
{equently, he that is againſt it, perverſe and ignorant : To 
which Fernande, ignorant of her purpoſe, ſayd, for his part 

he thought no leſlez vvhen , vvithout more adoo the relo- 
Jute Dame in this manner proceeded : Go to then, Ferwan- 
de, eicheryou or I loue not or, if the greateſt good bee in 
PYſſeſſeon, andihis wanting, vvby ſpend vve all our time thus 
truitlefle tono purpoſe? Our Gallant heating bis (mule, 
was ftrucke { ©, and though at firſt he had ſuppoſed 
allto hauc beene paſtime and mertiment, yer looking nee- 
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rer inro the matrer, and perceiuing thoſe Arguments to 
haue beene bcefore-hand premeditaced,he fell into the pur- 
poſed ſtraragem. Ir oppreſſed him ſtrangely , for his 
thoughts had neuer been (o outragioully boundleſſe : hee 
wiſely feared the greatneſle of the danger; and yer the be« 
ing inthralled by his amorous paſsion, made him confu- 
ſedly waucrin his an{were ; which atlaſt was the ſafeſt, in- 
deuouring to divert her from the impoſlibility of her de- 
fires, framing grearer difticulcies in the obtaining them, 
then Camila coull cucr haue imagined : but ſhe reſolutely 
: bent vpon her will, not onely defiſted not from her pur- 
poſe, but angrily diſdained his coldnefſle, attributing it. ro 
cowardize,and ſo was aboutto haue turned from him. 

Butthoſe faincd (hewes of leauing himyſo much preuai- 
kd vviththe Captiue Louer,that inconſiderately hee con- 
diſcended to her pleaſure; and reconciled,they agreed vp- 
ona meeting, which ſhould be, that Fernando might enter 
the Garden by climbing the Wall, where (as the enſuing 
night) the would expeR him, 

. Camilaaffoorded him no longer time, fearing leſt vvith 
more, he mightrepent ; and ſo the prefixt limit drawing 
neere, Fernando having prouided himlſclfe of a ſtrong-cor- 
ded Ladder, made knowne his intent to a kin{man of his 
that lived with him; & finding ſufficient company in him, 
both wel-armed,prepared chemſclues to the exploit,which 
heau& averted by more different means then they imagin'd. 

Fernando had at this time cauſed certaine Scutcheons of 
his Armes,graucn in Marble,to be ſet vpon the Arch of his 
Doore, and to this purpoſe the Workemen had raiſed 
ſcaffolding z ſothat,as he was going our to the ſaid intent, 
dazled,as it were,vpon a {ſudden\he (tumbled vpothe Tim- 
ber,which fell downe en it brought down we 
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of the Poſts that fuſtained the boords alotr, one of vvhich 
vvanting the proppe, or not vvell faflened, or (which vvas 
bkelicfl, Heauen fo permitting) falling downe, lighted vpe 
on his toote, which, ( 'twas marucll)cruſhed u not to pic» 
ccs, though notwithſtanding it ſhrewdly bruiſe him : his 
kinſman and companion was farther behinde him, and 
therefore hauing no ſhare in the blow, night the better help 
and lift him vp, which heedid ; and knowing his hurt, vvas 
forced to carry him to his Chamber,where he kept his bed 
a long time after, 

This accident ſomewhat troubled Fernando, not that 
his blinde affeion vvould let him fall into the rrue con- 
ſideration of the cauſe of this effe&t ; bur how hee mighr 
give Camrla ſarisfaQtion; for,for this he had much to doe, 
neither vvould ſhee giue credit ro his hurt , till ſhee had 
procured ſome truſty perſons, to bee cye-witneſles of the 
ſame. 

Atlength,afterhee was recouered , they fell backe into 
their amorous purſuitez and Cemzls re-ſolliciring her Lo- 
ner, anew appointment was made, againſt which time 
the two kinſmen prouided , came faire and ſoftly to the * 
Garden wall : where , vpon the loweſt part of it they caſt 
their Ladder; and Fernandes began to mount iuſt at thein- 
ſtant that, about the Nunnery gate, not farre from them, a 
greatnoiſe and claſhing of Swords was heard, which made 
him (fearing to be ſeene) ſtep downe againe ; and paſſing 
forward, he might percciue three men (to his thinking two 
againſt rhe third )rogerher by the cares. Fernando ſeeing fo 
maniteſt oddes, and the poore ſingle party begin ro giue 
ground, could not containe ; but, leauing his kinſman to 
looke to the Ladder, ina trice he ranne in to the lone mans 
aide, bur hts charitic came ſomewhat of the lateſt ; for the 
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others Contraries hauing found their Aduantage , gaue 
him ſeuerall wounds, vvherewith fainting, he fell downe at 
Fernando's feet : which the two perceiving (though hard 
laid to by the new-comer ) betooke them to their heeles ; 
leaving him to looke to their enemy that was falne.” So 
that now giuing ouer the principall buſinefle for which he 
came, both he and his kin{man vvholly intended the poore 
wounded man ;z whom,becauſc hee cryed out for Confeſſi- 
on,they tooke vp betweene them to haue conucyed him to 
their owne home, 

Yetcarefull they were to auoid meeting with the Watch, 
and therefore went thorow the leaſt frequented and by- 
Lanes ; but in one of thoſe (their endeuours miſ-carrying ) 
they met with thoſe-they ſhunned : it was not poſſible tor 
them to hauc cſcaped , neither thought they fit, by run- 
ning away, to make themſclues delinquents in a matter 
vvherein their charitie was ſhewne. So the Govucrnour 
of the Towne , mecting and knowing them , ſorry to ſee 
their carriage (though they truely related what paſſed)and 
obliged by his Office, could not bur commit them both to 
ſure cuſtody. 

Fernando, though his innocencie might haue prouoked 
him, was little ſenſible of this vvrong ; rather for feare of 
falling into a new ſuſpition with his Votareſſe, hee vvas ſo 
much afflited,that his blinded heart bercaued him of all 
other conſiderations ; as alſo of the dangerous illicite bui- 
neſſe, into which he was ſo wilfully imbarked. In fine(glad) 
the Officers had not ſeen their Ladder, they ſuddenly con- 
ueyed it from them, and now expeQted the wiſhed day ; by 
when Fernands's impriſonment knowne and publiſhed; 
ſome ,approouing it,did much aggrauatethe matter, others 
gentler minded,blamed the Gouernours haſty proceeding, 
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as ſuppoſing thatto a Gentleman of his quality berter re- 
ſpe& might haue been had, if nor entire credit given vnto 
him zand paſſionate inthe caſe, thought his impriſonment 
was too rigorouſly inflited. The whole bufineſſe at laft 
was cleered ; for the wounded party before he dyed, decla- 
red the truth, accuſing one of the ewo, who firſt fer vpon 
him,about adiffcrence at Play,to have with the others he!p 
flaine him 3 which appearing plainely by the Homicides 
their flight, Fernando was out of hand (erat [:bertie, and 
Camila now tully ſatisfied , more carneſtly then euer, infi. 
ſed in her purpoſe 2 yer they reſolucd tor more fitting- 
ne{[e,ro pur it off for one three or foure dayes more,ſince, 
in reſpect of the late vnluckie accident, the Watch would 
bee ſure to walke more carefully, or ſome curious buſic. 
bodic might haply prie into his actions, being knowne to 
walke ſo late, till ſuchtime as the noucltic was a little 0+ 
uer-blowne and paſt, ; 

In this they were not vnwiſe, for in ſmall or, leffe popu- 
lous Citries, where other varicties are wanting, ſuſpitious 
perſons lay hold vpon all occaſions , maliciouſly to pr 
into their friends or neighbours ations. But the dif fit 
tics of their meeting ceaſed not thus ; for againſt a new 
pe time bythem, Fernanas's kinſman fell deſperate- 

y ſicke ofa burning Feuer , which much hindered their 
butineſle, in reſpec that the Phyſicians now had wholly 
giuen him oucr, 

Fernando made Camila acquainted with the miſhap, 
but thee would not belecue or admit of his excuſe, the 
which her hardned reſolution more plaincly appeared in 
theſe briete Lincs : 


I well ſee, Fernando , by this lift fained inconuenience ; 
Was 
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what all the former haze beene : Let your dabhing ceaſe , for 
if this might you fulfill not your promiſe, 1 ſhall bee ſatis- 
fied, au ; your ſelfe forbeare to bee ſo hardit as exer againe to 


ſee me. 


Ir ſcemed that the deadly (inne of facrilegious luſt gui- 
ding her hand and ſtile, framed for Camiletheſe Contents: 
ſo her owne hand was made the Sentencer of that deſtru- 
Rion,which Heauen had fore-decreed to the Owner. 

The blinde Louer received this Ticket,and as the rigo. 
rous vedic of his death,ſo feared hee his Miſtreſſes com- 
plaints, and fo diſpoſed to obey her : all alone towards 
midnight he got him to the Nunnery wall. He had no fo0- 
ner climbed to the top of it, but hee might heare a voice 
iuſt ynderneath him, calling out, Is it Fernando > Who re- 

lide, *Tis I, ſweet , I come. But with this, I come , and 
lis ſudden haſte ro faſten the thred-Ladder,for his better 
getting downe on the other ſide, with the darkneſſe of the 
night together,and his owne wantof heed , hee ſtumbled 
vpon a great looſe ſtone which fell from the wall and him, 
&(ir ſeemed)guided by Cemila's deſtiny,or higher Proui- 
dence, -—_ vpon thevnfortunate Creatures head; the 
waight of it was ſuch as gaue herno leaue to cry our,one- 
ly Fernando might heare by one ſoft mortall groanc, the 
executiondone, and his bitter loſſe. *T was in vainc for 
him to leape downe ; for the misfortune was helplefſe, bur 
vainer to waſte time there in teares or forrowfull cxcla- 
mations, ſince dayes approach would bur pull an irreme- 
diable —_— vpon his owne head: euery way he was mi- 
ſerable,all he could doe (hoping yet to heare ſome com- 
fortable newes inthe morning ) was to make to his lod- 
*ping: which he did, though there with the amazement of 
Gg 3 his 
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his griefes he had muchadoe to live- His tamily and ſer. 
uanrs were nota little troubled at the ſtrange accident, in. 
ſomuch that ſome thought beſt ro have his Confeſſar to 
him, others began to thinke of Phyſicians. Fernandes had 
one ontly Siſter, very faire and cqually diſcreet, and be. 
tycene botlyyliuingrhus prinarcly rochemſclues,there waz 
an extraordinary tenderacile of afteftion;ſhe was priuy to 
her Brothers cares , and theretore ghelsing that his ins 
firmitic was more of Louz then more mortall danger, 
would not for the preſent that her ſeruants ſhould call 
for = helpes withour.z but, making no noilc, lett him to 
hisrelt, 

Tow:zrds cight of the clocke in morning ( after hee 
had long conſidered his mistortunc, and art length taken 
ſome ſlcepec) he awoke :and ſomewhar better recoucred, 
ar what time they inthe Nunnery (little knowing what 
ſtate Fernando had been in , orthat hee knew of Camili's 
death)fenthim word of the lamentable ſucceſſe; how (ir 
ſeemed) the laſt night going late into their Garden to her 
Deuorions, walking vnder part of the wall, a looſe ſtone 
had falne downe and daſhed out her braines ; in which la- 
mentable mannerthey found her,being firſt found miſging 
in her bed inthe morning. | 

This advice (though wofully ſet downe in wricing)could 
adde nothing to Fernanas's extremitic, vvho vvas full c- 
nough of miſtruſt before : and yer though he ſuſpeRed the 
worſt that might be,his humanitie could not but take one 
wailing leauc more: and now in midſt of his mournefull 
grones he craues pardon of his divine Maker; and ſo from 
that inſtant, with newand freſh vowes hee propoſed in his 
heart, not onely neuer to haue further conuerſation with 
Religious Women, but for cuer to abandon their houſes, 

and 
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and Monaſterics,which afterward hee (ſhunned as his mors- 
tall bane, | 

With this happy intent ( ſaid the good Hermit turning 
to Gerardo)he remained in Ta/bora,till ſuch time as your im- 
priſonment, and Clara's fearcfull end,comming to his no- 
tice, mindfull of your ancient friendſhip,hee left his Coun- 
try,andſoone eftcAed your liberty , being then ſome mo- 
neths abſence, till his Siſters carefull ſolliciting his returne, 
made him,to giuc her content,come backe,where new ſuc- 
ceſſes began, Fch as follow. 

Many matches had beene ſeuerally both to Brother and 
Siſter propoſed, and ſome conuenient enough, though 
Fernando exculing himlelfe,rctuſed all,by ſaying he would 
firſt ſee his Siſter beſtowed z (hee flying likewiſe from all 
Treaties,as mannerly retorted her Brothers courteſic : fo 
that each gaue colour of deniall of marriage to the other, 
and matter to the bufic world to cenſure both : yer ſome 
there vvanted not,to affirme, that Aline, ſo was the Dame 
called, was vvilling enough to marry, might it ſtand vvith 
her owne liking, and not her Brothers choiſe; their malice 
alluding to one Tirſo whom (ſhe much affefed, but inre- 
ſpe he was Brother to Rodrzge, and conſequently enemy 
to hers, he durſt nor demand her to VWite, norſhce owne 
him for Hasband. Theſe and the like ſpeeches flew a- 
bout Talbora, though no man willing to aduertiſe fo much 
to Fernando, he (ignorant) was obſtinatein his reſolution, 
and Alinz vvaric and circumſpe& leaſt her amorous wa- 

ings might come to his notice, vvhich heauily ended [as 

ov ſhall heare: ) burfirſtit is neceſlarie for you to know 
Has other circumſiances , before that diſaſter was com- 
paſled, 

About this time there atriucd a dainty Granadinian Dame, 
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thar,for ſome priuate reſpetts, at the inſtance of her kin 
dred and friends, was dedicated to the Religious retire» 
men of a certaine Covent there; vvhither , atthe day ap» 
pointed far her recciuing the habit and holy Order, all the 
Gentry,and beſt of the Citie,were ſolemnely inuited : only 
Fernando, mindfull of his Vow,in not going was ſingular ; 
though,to comply with the taire Dames kindred his friends 
ot one faQion, he ſent his Sifter 4/c-ns to ſupply his place 
at the folemnitie. VV hich-ended, and/the New Nunne ge- 
nerally extolled)ſheremained inthe Monaſtery,and all G 
gheſls returnedto- their ſcuerall homes, won plea- 
led with the ſight, eſpecially Alzns,and ſo enamoured on 
the new Nunne, thatſhe thought all poſhble commendati- 
ons muſt needs come ſhort of her due praiſe: which went 
on in ſuch height of endeerement, as at length bredde an 
inward longing in Fernavae,to ſce ſo much beaury,though 
having barred himlſclfe the meanes, he was forced to giue 
ouer his difficule curiofitic. 

Somethere are ſo particular intheir ations, ſo ſirange 
in their affeions,that many times vvithour all foundation 
or ground,they fall to like or hate ſomething , forno other 
occaſion indeed , then to haue their opinions generally 
vpheld, though moſt commonly they prooue crroneous ; 
ſuch in cxeremitie vvas Alcime, a vvoman that wholly taken 
with her owne iudgement,defired that her thoughts ſhould. 
hauc in cuery thing precedency , which made her vnpro- 
perly lay hold on E{ſa's beauty (that beeing the Granadinis 
ans name ) labouring all ſhee might, that her Brother Fer- 
»ande with his eyes might qualific her cleQtion. 

To which purpoſe,going to viſttſome of her owne kinſ- 
women inthe Nunnery , ſhe deſired Eiſa's acquaintance, 
making ſuch ſhewes of loue or Court-ſhip to her that, = 
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forthe vvarrant of her ſexezthe other might hauc ſuſpeRed 
a hazzard to herretiredneſle. 

This acquaintance of theirs beganne foto kindle betwixr 
them both,as it grew to an exceeding height of affeQion 
by which meancs Eſa allo, from his Siſter , came to haue 
ſome notice of Fernende,whole parts and merit being cun- 
ningly ſcr out by the thee-rclator (nomarucllit haply E//a 
might couet ancyelight of the Owner.) The Nunne , be- 
ſides many excellencies in which Heauen was propirious 
to her, had a moſt ſweet and pleaſing voice; and of her e&- 
quallskiltroo (though more warily, in refpeR ſhe was bur 
in her yeere of approbation) Alcinanow and then participa« 
tcd, giuing afterwards (but with circumſtances more flou- 
riſhingly ſurpaſſing allthat hitherto) notice to Fernando,of 
that and other rarities; which doubling the former itch of 
deſire whim, wade him plainely declare his minde: which 
vnderſtood by Alcina(but to no other intent more then the 
confirming hcr opinion) ſhe quickly ſo contrived the mat- 
ter, that without publike note it might be effected : and ſo, 
ſending a warningto her kinlwomen to prouide her a ſeat 
neere = Nunnes Grate, ſhee wentalfo thither before, a- 
greeing onely with her Brother, that he fhould fland cloſe, 
and not ſhew himſclfe, till fuch time as ſhee had intreared 
Eliſato begin to {ing, which(becauſe ſhe was not yer a pro- 
felſed Nunne) was very difficult zand ſhould Fernando bee 
ſeene,or any other man,altogether impoſlible, 

The bulineſſe ſuited iuſt ro her wiſh : and her Brother as 
ready, as vnmindfull of his Vow, went thither, and came ſo 
opportunely , that both his eye and his care were quickly 
belecuers of Aleine's truth, Elſa (that knew nothing of his 
comming, for A!c#a fained itto haue been caſuall ) cſpicd 


him, and bluſhing,would fainc hauc hid herſclfe,, bur that 
une 
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the reſt of the Nunnes kept her backe, and the new-come 
Gheſt making himſclte knowne to her,(a hardineſle in him, 
conſidering her modeſt compolednefle was not inferiour 
to that rare beauty thataſtoniſht him) they grew ro ſome 
complementall acquaintance; and before they parted, him- 
ſelfe vvas caught a tender louer as cuer, and ſhee ( bur vvith 
more chaſte intentions) lefle coy and diſdaintull, which ſhe 
better expreſſed, by not ſuffering the Couple to returne 
empty home,without a full ſatisfaRion of Natures beſt Mu- 
ſicke, her voyce. 

This Gentlemans relapſe doth ſo at the preſent vexe 
confideration, that me thinks I cuen vvith my wiſh foreſta 
the puniſhmeat thatafter happened vato him,which I ſhal 
briefly come to: but this enſuing circumfiance muſt firſt be 
the Prologue or IntroduRtion. 

Fernando, after many a fight of Ekſe, was ſo extremely 
gone in heraffeion, thar at laſtſthe end of her yeere draw- 
3ng on, at which time, if ſhee profefied there was no helpe 
for him) cauſed his ſiſter Alcins to pur in for his marriage, 
She made knowne hismind, but E&/a deterring her anſwer, 
and wiſcly diſſembling her intent, ſhewed lictle will : rather, 
a irong inclination to that deuour life (he had made choice 
of : which might hauec ſufficed to hauc kept bim from mole- 
ſing ber quicr profeſſion; but this, which hee thought dif- 
dainc, fo blew the fire of his growing loue, that not now 
ſecretly, but in publike be proſecuted it, and made meanes 
to Elifa's kindred, who ioyned as ſuiters with him,and vſed 
ſuch diligent perſwafions, that at laſt they woone her to 
conſent. 

Theyeſteemed themſclues moſi happy in the alliance, 
and nolefſe honoured : aud fo, notice alſo was giuen to her 
Parcats, and in the#aterm of their anſwer, Fernanas as _ 

ure 


OOO EC I 


L— — 


The -unfortunate Spaniard. 457 
fure enough, began to make ſcuerall preparations of braue- 
rie forhimſelte, and the future Bride; and turning night in- 
today with Maskes, Muſicke,and ſeuerall delights;and day, i, 
into Bull runnings, Cancs-ſport, and Dancmg: the time *\ 
paſſed onin mirth and paſtimes, till at laſt the anſwer of the | 
Nunnes parents was.that themſclues were vpon the way : 
which generally retoyced the Bridegroome, Bride,and thein 
kindred.So their arriuall,and the time happily meeting the 
deſired Nuptials were ſolemnely. performed ; which, and 
ſome weeks ouerpaſled, the Parents returacd to their home 
at Grenada, leauing their ſonne-in-law with his Spouſe as 
contented, as themſelues toyfull with the match. El;/a was 
no leſſe inwardly vertuous, then-faire without; ſo warily | 
modeſt, that her Fernando might iuſtly cſteeme himſelfe q 
fortunate in her; who being himlſelfe allo ſuch,.as wee haue 
formerly deſcribed him , knew how ſufficiently to accounc 
of thoſe good parts in bis Spouſe; and therefore giving 

- himſelfe wholly now to be guided by her will,he liued moſt 
happy and contentedly : which to conſummate and make 
vp,the beftowing Alcn: onely kept him wakefull, to pro- 
cure her a deſeruing husband, and ridde himſelfe of the 
carefull burden of their double honour. Indeed Fernando 
was ignorant of his Siſters ſecrets; vwho, though ſhee were 
in loue, yet fearing the awfull auſtere condition of her bro- 
ther, diſſembled all ſhe might her affeQion : and now with 
Eiſa's free conuerſation and companie, ſhe was leſſe ſolira- 
xy, more then formerly atliberty. 

In this manner, two yeeres from Ferzwands's marriage 
were accompliſhed, at the end of which, his wiues father, 
and ſoone after,an onely brother of hers dying, ſhee remai--- 
ning ſole Inhererrix of a good Eſtate, and her husband im. 
portuned by her mothers Lenters, was forced , for ſcrtling 
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of the new Inheritance, to repaire to Granada : and though 
ir much troubled him,to be thus for ſome long time abſent, 
yet the neceſſity compelled his patience to ſubmit, leauing 
his houſe and domeſlicall affaires (for the better gouer- 
ning them) to his Kinſmans carcfull ouerſecing, whom hee 
loued dearely : and hee hauing beene long maintained by 
him, relying with good fatisfaQion vpon his honeſty,he be- 
rooke himſelfe the more cheerfully to that vn-willing iour- 
ney and buſineſſe, which kept him almoſt halfe a yeere: in 
which time, th Fabriao ({o was the kinſman called)had 
at the beginning very follicitous, at the firſt, percei- 
ving the retiredneſle of Eli and her ſiſter-in-law, thinking 
his watchfulneſſe and labour vaine, by little and little 
hee grew carcleſſe , and ſo paſſed on ſome dayes, till at 
in one ftormy Winters night, when he was faſt and 
ſecurely ſleeping, a Re that lay in his Chamber, awoke 
him, ſaying, hee heard Muſicke and ſinging neere Ek/a's 
Window; wherupon ſuddenly,and defirous to be ſatisfied, 
Fabricio got him to a low Grate which lookt that way : from 
whence hee might ce one walke to and fro in the Street, 
which made him expeR what the iſſve would be: and the 
Inſtruments ſounding,he might at another corner perceiue 
a company together, who inthree Voyces began ſweetly 
to ſend foorth this following Ode: 
when thonin natize thoughts didit imitate 
the ſample Turtle Doxe, 
And conſflant wer't, I ſtill did conſecr ate 
to thy true faith, firme loue : 
(That rurall Bird doth neaer range, 
Fixt to her Mate, affetts mo change.) 
Bat ſince thy former plainmeſſe to diſgwize, 
with Ars thou dot contrine, = 
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And firſt affettron lefſe as ft equalize, 
why ao 1 longer ftrine > 
For Loue that doth excuſes frame, 
Euher is none, or not the ſame. 


This Ditty madded the waking Febricio : for conieQhs- 
ring he might know the ſubieQro whom it was meant, yet 
his ignorance of the certainty robbed him of vnderſtan- 
ding, though on the other fide obliged by his care,he muſt 
proceed in his attendance: yetcomforted he was, as imagi« 
ning the Muſick might be giuento ſome otherin the Streer, 
and out of his loue to his kinſman,he would nor raſhly ful. 
_ his = _ ml ſuch _— as the new Eccho's 
of thoſe Voyces began againe inthe following Song to en+ 
creaſe his doubrfull feares.. Oe 


Vaniſh Hope, expett no more; 
Ayrie Promiſes giae ore ; 
where the rexll AZ doth want, 
Aeane intentions are tos ſcant... 
Let, no longer, words or wind, 
Dull, and wronged Patience blind : 
Outward faunrs from the tongue, | 
when the trac ones we prolong + 
Pinchingly, diſconer plaine, 
'Tis but manners with diſdaine.. 
Toyling Clownes that ſow the Land, , 
Hai row, plough with weary hand, , 
Boaies to the cold rwnre, 
Wind and Winters froſts indure; 
Yet at length their [4/58 reapes © 

; doges,wigh corme and [rus by heapes. - 
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All Loxes ioyes, his bleſedneſſe 

Is (the Haraeft) To poſleſle. 

Other hopes, onr feares, or care 

Prooxe but barren, dcepe deſpaire. 
Can deafe doore adumbe locke, or words 
T wor three, dead faith afferrds, 
(Oppoſite, with Lone at ſtrife) 

Hinder vs the att of life ? 

Or Boords chinke, whoſe new-cat rinde 
Not leaſt fight admits, ſcarce winde: 
Or js this the ayme and ſcope, 

New, vf ali my lengring hope? 

I's the Bed leſſe ſecret (Fit!) 

That ſo fliffely you deny, 

Then « window, wall, or ſtreet, 
where « thouſand hazards meet? 
Each of theſe with tr art" rous eye, 
well, thus open Loue deſerte: 
Then , to eaſe your homvurs doubt, 
Let me in and locke them out. 


With greater confuſion the Sentinels cares turned into 
hollow trunkes, impariently heard out the Dirty, and with 
more torment, vvhen hee might heare a Window open in 
Ehlſs's Chamber, and the vaknown Gallant drawing neere, 
beginne to diſcourſe. 

The two ſiſters in Fernande's abſence lay together , bur 
Fabricio, ignorant of thar,no ſooner ſaw this,vvhen vvithout 
diſtintion he condemned E1i/a's luſt and falſhood towards 
hiskinſman. Impoſſible it was for him from where he was, 
to heare their vvhole Dialogue, though by ſome anſwers of 
the one, he might gheſſe ar the demands of the _ 
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hearkening with all attentineneſſe, he might heare the man 
thus proceed : You cannot at laſt deny my iuſtcomplaines; 
for after ſo many vaine fhifts and delayes, I cannot but bee 
wearie , though (as I am a Gentleman) vvere your excuſes 

ounded vpon any the leaft reafon, I ſhould ſtill willingly 
foffer and expeR, as I have hitherto done, and you know 
how patient I have alwaiey beene : but,if I ſee what a happy 
occaſion vve loſe in Fernando's abſence, what may I thinke, 
but that I am abuſed, and that with your falfhood you 
mocke my vnfained affeion 2 Here Febriciovnwilling to 
hearken longer, vvas thorowly fatisfied with what hee had 
already heard: and though his indignation egged him fu- 
riouſly on to haue runne intothe fireer, yer his more dif 
crect vnderftanding, ſuggeſting vnto him his kinſmans hoe 
nour, vvhich might not have beene ſo publikely wronged, 
by laying opena vvinesinfamie, reined in his courage,only 
from thatrime forward made him more circumſpealy wa- 
ry about the houſe, 

But _ it is to ſer ſufficient guard vpon a diſſolute 
woman : Luſt (though locktvp like Dane?) will finde way : 
ſo his vvatching was vainez for (to his griefe) not long after 
he came tothe knowledge of more milchiefs there becing 
ſome in the honſe, who pirrying their poore abfent Maſter, 
told Fabricionot onely of night.walking and Muſicke , bur 
vnlawful egrefle and regreſſe roo : and that at the ſame win- 
dow where he heard diſcourfing, a man moſt nights at vn- 
ſeaſonable houres mounted by a Ladder, whom the partic 
that gaue the more certaine notice of it, beeing an old ſer- 
nant of Fermands's, many nights ſaw from his owne houſe, 
which was direQly oppotite. ; 

Fabrino\ecing the marter ſo openly ſcandalous, could | 
no longer conccalc his reſolute purpoſe; ſo that though the 
reuenge 
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reucnge belonged not to his hands, he with them prepared 
it, by writing to Fernandes; that without all delay hee ſhould 
immcdiatly returne to Talbors, for as much as it concerned 
his honour (o ro do. 

oy noble heart may eaſily ſuppoſe wichout my relation, 
the efte& chat this Letter wrought in Fer#ands's breſt;who, 
pot withour ſome finiſter thoughts , ruled by his kinſmans 
aduice, tooke {pecdy Poſts , and vvithin foure dayes atri- 
ucd at his houle, to his A/ans's no little admiration vvho 
not ſo ſoone expeRed him, vvhich made him the more joy- 
fully welcomed, eſpecially by the faire E:/z; and next, lon- 
ging to be reſolued of his doubt, with a conuenient oppor= 
tunity,he vaderſtood all that had paſſed in his abſence 
his cacetull Kinſman ; who, conſidering Fermwends's diſho- 
nour and affront, vvas ready to haue flaine himſclfe. The 
other after he had pawſcda little with himſelfe, made no 
difference or diſtinion of the vvrong; for whether Alcins 
or Eljſi, one of the two he was ſure had defamed her ſelfe 
and him : his vvite was moſt deare to him , for which rea- 
fon his iclouficled him to ſuſpe&rather her falſhood : for ic 
is a naturall cffe& of this hel-bred Paſſion , that where wee 
moſt naturally louc afid affeR,there we moſt carefully feare. 
Ii his fiſter were in fault, why, the grieuance was as equal] to 
his blood, which equally prouoked his reuenge. Bur after 
he had waighed wich himlſclte all and ſundry particulars,he 
beganne to rhiake of firſt ſatisfying bis owne eyes,not whol- 
ly relying vpon therelation of another, in a matter that ſa 
neecely concerned his honour. And ſo much the rather in- 
clined he to this reſolution, by ſeeing his wiues behauiour 
and carriage inthe ſame equall ballance he leftir z her ob- 
ſeruance punRually the ſame; her honeſt looks and ſhame- 
fac'tbluſh no way diminiſhed; her afteRion equally com- 
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,and her embraces as louing, as loyall as cucr. Bur 
if thisrclenting conſideration would preſſe too much vp- 
on his ſomewhat mollificd mind, the bitterneſle of the 
wrong would call backe his furious remembrance, and ſhut 
the doores to all commilſeration: and then thinking there 
was nothing but falſhood and difſfimulation in wom in, hee 
—_— backe into his watchfull diligence. Moſt 

s was he to ſatisfic his ſight, but the actors roo cun- 

ningly deferred their dangerous pleaſures. Fernando (t:!! 
haunted with his icloufic, thought this was bur a tricke,and 
therefore with a counter-plot, hee fained a new occaſion to 
xeturne tothe proſecution of his buſinefle at Granada, and 
purring bis intent in praQtice, without note or leaſt ſuſpition 
of his houſe and family , cauſing Faebricio and the ſervant 
priuy tothe ſecret, to be in a readinefle, who(as is ayd)had 
ome of his windowes iuſt oppoſite to his; in concluſion, all 
—_— cunningly handled, their defigne was quickly eftc- 

” ok 


But although he lay all chat night, and the next following 
In waite , with more care then Ares, yet hee neither ſaw 
ought that might trouble him, nor heard any noyſe that 
might increaſe his ſuſpition, which made him, a little hear- 
tened, now beginne to wauer inthe truth and credit of the 
matter, blaming to himſelfe his kinſmanscoo raſhand caſte 
being perſwaded ; (a fault that ſometimes the moſt caretull 
are lyable to:) yer his iclouſic ſtill prompting him with miſ- 
doubts, the third night came on, in which ( then thorowly 
{atisfied) he ſaw no viſions; no : but about midnight wo 
men plainly walking in the ſirfer, who hauing fetch a turne 
ortwo, —_ the coaſt was cleare, one of them whi- 
Kling, gaue the figne, at which, the ſeare-cloth leaues of a 
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his anſwer. The Moone ſhone brightly at thattime,fo that 
though Ferwands could neither heare the voyce , nor vvell 
know the face, yet by the apparel! (hee wore hee might 
percciue it was Eſa, the (lufte of her Gowne (iluer Tintall, 
vvith the Lace andtrimming ſutable,giuing his cycs an ap- 
parent Teſtimonie. The vatortunate Gentleman was with 
the accident extremely hcart-ſtrucken, though without any 
ſudden haſte be ono & attended their ſhort diſcourſe : at- 
ter vvhich he mightſee (vvhich he thought vvas a prepara- 
rion to the mans getting vp) a String,and to thata Ladder 
faſtened at the Window , by which the Gallant nimbly 
mounted , and firaight the Window-leaues were clap- 

d to. 

" Palnnk more enraged then any angry Lioneſſe that had 
loſt her young ones, could no longer torbeare, but taking 
the ſpecedieſt vvay, returned in by his owne doore, where 
finding his kin{man, and two of his ſeruants ſurely armed, 
hauing giuenthem infiruions vvhat to do, helete them to 
make good the Serect,if happely the adulterer ſhould eſcape 
him vvithin : vvhich done, with a falſe Key he opened the 
fireerdoore, and ſoone after got into his owne Chamber, 
where vndauntedly ruſhing in, though the cloſe roome 
were darke, he furiouſly lighted vpon the bed, and finding 
firſt the vvretched Ea , haſtily beflowed three or foure 
ſtabbes vpon her : at the very firſt the poore ſoule awoke, 
ſecurely {leeping, and not thinking her lateſt houre was ſo 
neere : and ſccing her ſelfe fo bloodily handled,all amaz'd, 
not knowing the Homicide, threw her body out of the bed 
with the mortall pangs. 

Fernandes next of all carefully groped about with his 
hand for the adulterer, and percciuing ſome ſtirring vnder 
him, thinking he was ſure there,drawing the Con 
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directed his ſword and rage thitherward; where he had no 
ſooner ſeconded his thruſt, vvhen knowing the voyce of his 
ſiſter, crying out, Enough, deare Sienior, oh I am ſhine, | 
made him hold his hand , ſuſpended by the frightfull Ec- | | 
cho's of his owne blood, yet he could not fo much as ima- 
gine herto haue beene the ſole cauſe of his diſhonour : and 

\ _now too he might heare the Window-leaues pulled open, 
at vvhich the fearefull Gallant had meanes vvith the darke 
to o_ the ſtreet; vvhich vvithout Fernando's hinde- 

| rance he did : but his feare making him loſe his ayme,toge- 

ther vvith the height, vvhen hee came to ground, hee 

broke his legge with the fall; howſoeuer his eſcape had bin 
beyond poſhibility, in reſpeR of the three armed that there 

| waited for him, who quickly in the ſtate hee was in, vvith 

their ſwords diſpatched him. By this time Ei/z's maides, 

hauing heard the deadly grones of their Miſtris,weere got 

= —_ Chamber with Lights ; vvhere bcholding the 

peQacle, quickely ranne to hide themiclues 
from their rm an” nm vvho, ſecing how vvcll 

his kinſman and feruants had behaued themfelues, yer, not - 

wholly ſatisfied , raking a Light from one of the vvomen, 

with it ſoone vnderſtood his bitter misfortunes : finding his 

Eliſe with dolosous grones, clung to an Yuory Crucifixe, 

thathung before, at her beddes-head , euen giuing vp the 

ghoſt, and by her, his only ſiſter weltring in the gore. blood 

of her two deadly wounds, His wife was not quite dead, 

with nothing but her Smocke vpon her : but Alz#nz clad in 

her faire ſiſters Robes, in perfe& ſence and memory , fully 

ſatisfied her wronged Brother, by letting him in her laſt a» ? 

gay moe, that Ekſz died innocently , as hauing not ſo 
as beene a-partaker of her wakings; for, tempering 

her ſupper with drowzic Opmm, which prouoked her to 
| Hh 2 deadly 
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deadly ſlcepe, (he made ſure of becing ſcene or heard by 
her filter; ſo thar ſhe her ſelfe alone iuſtly deſerved the fatall 
puniſhment: {ince ſo againlt her honour and thamefaſines, 
the had admitted the embraces of her Houſes enemy, with 
whom, without her brothers knowleCge or apprabation, 
ſhe had beene pre-contrafted. And fo ceaſing, oppreſſed 
by her mortall pangs, ſhe yeelded vp her ſpirit; leauing the 
miſerable brother that heard her, amazed with griefe, and 
forrowfull aboue meaſure, when repentance came too late; 
for Elſa too was now ſtarke dead in his armes. His tongue 
was faſt tyed , which Gilence wrought in his mind in ſuch 
manner, thathis virall ſpirits cuen- tailing him, hee might 
ſuddenly haue followed his deare Spouſe , but that Fabrecie 
comming haſtily vpon him, rowzed him vp,by telling him, 
the party whom they had flaine below , was no other then 
Tirſo, Don Kodrigo's brother, one of his greateſt enemies. 
The noyle alſo began to increale within doores, andto bee 
ſeconded wirhour : fo that ſeeing ſo many, ſo vnexcuſable 
miſchicfes before him, to adde no more ( by his owne for 
vpſhor) to the number, hee was forced to prouide for his 
owne ſafety, deſperately leaving his houſe 'and houſhold- 
goods to the arbitrement of adiſtraQed family. 

With this reſolution accompanicd.only by his kinſman, 
mounted on horſe-backe, they left the Towne, poſting on 
all that night, and the next following, till ſuch time as Fer- 
»ando laying hold vpon a fit opportunity , gaue Fabreeiothe 
flip, and croſſing by a Bridge the Criſtalline fireames of 
Taq, turning roward the rugged mountaines of Guada- 
lype, ina ſhorttime he gotinto the ſecretſt and wildeſt parts 
of thoſe rockic Deſarts,where euen ſpent almoſt by the van» 
quiſhing oppreſſion of his diſaſters, he had by degrees wa- 
licd away, had not Heauenthat helped himandenlightned 

his 


The -onfortunate Spaniard. 467 
y his vnderſtanding, made him fall into this conſideration, 
V! that his preſent cuils were bur {light puniſhments for his 
$, paſt crimes, which hee aboundantly in teares bewayling, 
h notto be vngratefull to his diuine Creator,that had but ſu- 
n, perficially chaſtiſed him, reſolued in my company vpon a 
d rigorous penitent life, in which after he had remained fixe 
"Ce yeeres, three dayes fince, with maruclous tranquillitic of 
1d foule, betooke himſelfe to his lateſt reſt, 
(2 Thus ended the long, but not tedious Story of the de- 
ve vout Hermit, with no lefſe attention then forrow from the 
ch Auditors, —_ the two Brothers his deareſt friends; 
he though conforming themſclues to the diuine pleaſure , his 
cio happy ending was a comfort to them ; in whoſe lifes cir- 
m, cumſtances, and diuers other matcers they ſpent the nights 
en remainder z & inthe morning accompanied by their good 
es. old Oaft, betooke them totheir way,and inthe beſ} part of 
ee it, viſited the famous Monaſtcrie of Gaadalupe : and after- 
le ward taking leaue of the Reuerend Hermit,and holding on 
or their iourncy, within foure dayes they came in fight of the 
his ſtrong walles, and Towry Caſtle of Ceſar ; and arriuing 
Id- abour Sur«ſcr,afſuring themſclues Ne muſt be within,they 

all alighted. 

an, Gerardo had no ſooner ſer footing onthe threſhold, when 
on knowne by ſome of his Miſtreſſes ſeruants , not withour 
er - extraordinarie ſhewes of admiration, they ranne greedily 
he to haue imbraced him; for as the newes which Neſe had 
of divulged held currant,he was in all thoſe parts giuen for a 
da- dead man, ſothat wholly amazed , though they tel him, 
ms they doubred ; and (though they ſaw him)whether he were 
aſt the obieR of their eye-ſight. Theſe extremes hilled Gerards 
va- with no leſſe wonder, though atlaſt informed of the cauſe, 
ed his deſire increaſing to ſatishie his Miſtreſſe, hee could nor 
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be at quiet till he had feenc her ; but maniteſting his minde, 
he was by one of thoſe ſeruants rold the occaſion why N:ſe 
was at that time out of the Caſtle,which was, that perſwa- 
ded verily that hee had beene cafi away vpon the Coaſt of 
Barbary, (he returncd to the Nunnery where ſhe had be- 
tore liued ; and leaving her poſſeſſions (againſt all perſwa- 
fions of her kindred) meant to take vpon her the Reli. 
giouvs habit of Saint Clars, and to liuc and dye in that 
profeſſion. | 

The gheſts at the vnexpeRted Relation were much trou- 
bled, though, in Gerardo, this vvas not onely an effe of 
trouble ; for his eyes, vvithout vvagging their lids aringly 
fixed vpon be ſtood as immoueable,as if he had been 
a Statue of braſſe,rather then a man of fleſh. 

Leoncio well noted the ſudden alteration, and expeQiing 
a little to haue him come to himſclfe, thinking it too long 
tor a muze: about to haue giuen him a ſecret iogge , hee 
had like to ſet him off his legges to the ground, Gerardo's 
paſſion vvas not ſoſlight, nor the Torment he endured fo 
tolerable as his Brother imagined , his heart quite failed 
him; and therefore applying new helpes , and cauſing a 
bedde ſuddenly to be.made , they laid him init, his Bro- 
ther and kinſ{men in this ſtrange accident round beſetting 
him. 

Theſe things pafſed not fo covertly (the diſtance being 
not much) but that the fame of them in an inſtant flew to 
Niſe's eares : who though ar firſt (relying wholly vpon her 
owne thoughts)ſhe conld giue no credit ro the newes ; yet, 
vvhen at laſt ſhee heard it ſeuerally confirmed, no tongue 
canexpreſſc her m__—_— indeed her Louers preſent dan- 
ger mingled it with ſome ſorrow : to whom, ſhee carefully 
diſpatched ſundry meſſages, diſpoſing them ſo, that one 
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came in the necke of the other, yet all were anſwered by 
Leoncio:for the brother lay yet in a profound Extafis,which 
made her ready to haue forſaken the Nunneryz which ſhe 
had firaight performed, leaving her holy habit, but thar 
ſuch an AQ might haue been imputed to much leuity, Bur 
Leoncto with the reſt of the Gentlemen, not long after wen 
to viſither, by whom ſhe was told (to her no ſmall ioy and 
comfort)that Gerardoamended : and after ſome ſpeech be- 
wwixtthem the agreement was, that the next day (fince the 
onely cauſe of her retirement , vyas, thinking that Gerardo 
vvas dead, and that the contrary at preſent appearing , 
ſhee might, without her honours hazard, quit the Ocder ) 
their ſo long defired Nuprtials ſhould in the Monaſtcries 
Church be folemnized. 

This newes was quickly ſpred about the Village, and fo 
heartily celebrated, thatere night, all the Turrets , Bartle- 
ments and walles of the encloſure ; as alſo,Streerts,Market- 
place, Doores and Windowes, were full of Lights , Tor- 
ches and Bonefires, nothing was heard but noiſe of ioy and 
Muſicke. The berter ſort of the Gentry likewiſe , with the 
Ginetters ofthe Coaſt,then in the Village ranne their ſeue- 
rall Carreeres before the Nunnery & Caſtle Gates: where, 
though Gerardo were now ſomewhat better come to him- 
ſelfe, yethee could not thorowly bee comforted , neither 
covld his kinſmen or Leoxcio know what to attribute the 
cauſe of it to, who much afflied to ſee him uill in that 
manner, importuned him all he might,to know the ground 
of his ſtrange diſcontentment. 

Gerardo,out of the mutuall afteion betwixt them, would 
ſoone haue ſatisfied his Brother, butthat hee iuſtly feared, 
Leencis's perſwaſions might preiudice his ſecret intent; 
wherefore,diſſembling the true cauſc,hee told him that the 
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vnexpeaed newes of Niſe's Religious cſtate(preſuming his 
owne to be deſperate , his ſudden gricfe allowing him no 
time to weigh the matter) had ſo much hitherto oppreſſed 
him ; but that, vaderſtanding now the truth of her affeQti- 
on,he vvas better pleaſed and contented, So vvas Leoncip 
vvyhen he heard this, and aſſured that his Brother concealed 
not his cares from himghis,were to prouide againſtthe pre» 
fixed time} and ſotaking orderto have all things, and the 
Bridegroomes brauery in a readineſle, they all, chat night, 
the better to cheere vp his brother, fupped in Gerards's 
Chamber. And toward midnight cuery one withdrew to 
his lodging,and all, vvhen day came, went downe into the 
Caſtle yard; where,with ſhewes of noble emulation,in rich 
embroicerics , an Epitome of our eſt-/nd:es might bee 
ſeene : and inthis manner (having ſent word firſt to N!ſe ) 
Leoncio with them vvent tofetch the gallant Bridegroome 
our of his bed: but finding the Chamber doore ſhut, and 
his ſeruants attending his awaking, wondring at his drow- 
zineſſe (though ſome imputed ito the late accident) they 
knocked aloude; but heating no anſwere, Leencio haſtily 
vvith his foot ſhoucd the doore open, which was but only 
cloſc put toy and himſelfe with the reſt entringin, thinking - 
Gerardovvas yetafleepe, they.drew the Cuitaines, but nei- 
ther found Gerardoin bed , nor faw any of his apparell ; 
wherfore Leoxczomuch troubled,and fearing ſome diſaſter, 
cauſed ſearch to be made for him all about, and willed that 
they ſhovld ſee if his Horſe were mifling, which vvas as he 
inil-doubted ; and therefore his kinſmen called to hauc 
theirs ſaddled, with purpoſe to ſecke him out : but a Letter 
which one of them found vpon one of the Pillowes, ſtayed: 
their intent. The hand was knowne to be Gererds's , and 
keing the ſuperlcription to Leowers, hetaking it, not with- 
our 
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out ſome teares read it ouer firſt cloſely to himſelfe, and 


then aflwaging his paſſions as vvell as he could, in preſence 
_ of them all, he rcad alowd the enſuing Lines. 
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Deare Brother that this vnexpetted Att of mine,eſpeciatly ins 
an occaſion ſo vr gent muſt of neceſsity cauſe in your Noble breſt 
(of mot alſo compeſ1ionate) a ftreng diſtate again} your Gerar- 
do ;I cannot doubt ;, yet muit 1 likewiſe , relying wpon your 
wiſedome,auely weighing the reaſons thereunto mouing me Jupe, 

our puniſhment may be turned imto the pardon 1 preſently de- 

fire: but firſt let me requeſt you, that ,, calling to your remem- 
brance my paſt life ſo fall of effrighting, dangers and hazzard , 
you would alſo conſider the miraculous meanes and wayes, by 

which Gods gooame fie bath freed me from them: to whom I muſt, 
be/ides the generall obligation of my Redemption,owe s more 
ticular dutie, which his nſpeakeable bounty, in raiſing me from 
the bondage of « vicimus life hath impoſed pon mee. This truth 
then granted, had you your ſelfe receiued ſome eſpeciall benefit 
wet from an equall friend, but ſome meanc ſoule, could you bee 0- 
therwiſe then thankefull for it ? And, tell me, in flead of beeing 
ſogwere it fit with wile ingratitude $0 goe about to bereane him of 
his onely Iewell? what pittying breit wenld not renile you for ſo 
loude 4 crime? which out of loumyg gratitude , or modeſt feare, 
you ſhould net dare commit, or lefſe imagine; 

If then yh mou? be now my caſe ; If this haue hapmed 
in my lifes whole courſe : why ſhould not 1,by falling into the rec- 
koning of my {inne 5,/triae to expiate ſome one, by leautng to the 

wet poſſeſ1zon of my gracious Maker, « Spouſe, admitted to his 
[ M rites? And this if not for infinit bleſcings and mere - 
cies beſtowed at leaſt for the iuſt feare (Fernando's example my 
woſull Preſident )of an equall puniſhment; And thinke not yeu or 
any elſe that hat flupenatous accidemt which befell ys, ws only 
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caſual! (farre beit) To looſe our ſelues iw a high-way , to deſcend 
-with ſuch ſure and cert ame danger, a ſteepe craggie Mountaine 
at midnight, to finde in ſuch a wilderneſſe ſo good ſhelter and 
company ; and our old true friend, (though acad ) proclaiming 
lowaly in his life ſuch ſucceſſes. All this ( beleeue mee ) was not © 
without ſome myſterit,or gouer nment of Gods moit liberall hand. 
Nile to me (ball be no Eliſa, neither will 1 to niceties with hea- 
nen,or quiddities of ber profeſsing or not profeſsing : whether ſhe 
may,ought or will accompliſh my wil(tbough now it be different:) 
for ſhould you ſay ;, *Twere fitter t#0 to ſatisfie her , and that if 
Fernando weed Eliſa, 'tis otherwiſe with mee : 1 wooed not 
Nile, rather there i a neceſsitie to pay the forcible debt of he- 
mour; my anſwere #s, That the dinine pronidence, from which ne- 
thing is hidden, fore-knew all this ;, and —____—_ [ 
was ſafe from the Seas danger , diſpoſed her heart and whole af- 
fettion to ſo ſure achoiſe. Wherby 1 colleft,that that was fitteſt for 
her and moſt profitable for both our ſoles, which, mine, by Hea- 
wens fauour, (hall follow , and 1 hope the diſcreet Niſe will admit 
of the reaſons of this Letter and my reſolution , which I requeſt 
you make knowne nto ber, and withall that none of you trouble 
your ſelues in my ſearch; for, doubtleſſe, im worldly affaires wee 
(ball neger meet. And thus my only Brother, and you,the reſt my 
Kinſmew, Friends , rectiue my laſt beſt wiſbes for embraces; in 
exchange jf euer I were acceptable tg your bearts or eyes comfort 
my abſent, poore afflicted Mother, and laſtly beauen gine --—== 


Bur here Zeencis's tongue was knotted , and the Paper 
dropping from him, the painc he was in,bereaucd him of 
his ſpeech. Thereſt of thoſe Gentlemen bore a part alſo 
with him:ſo that nothing was heard amoneſt them, bur a 
confuſed murmure of inward fighes, which grew quickly 
to ſad groancs, with whoſe noiſe Leowcio awaking out of 

his 
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his paſsionare flumber, cryes out outragioufly; Oh my 
Gererds! And ſo his whole cotent melted mto bitter teares, 
= the cauſe of them was ſtraight diſperſed abour the * 
Village. 

be 1 - not the leaſt of the good Leencio's afflictions, to 
conſider inthe midſt of his grietes, N:{e's iuſt ſorrow , 
which made him, as if he were within her boſome, pro- 
claime her complaints, fearing in himſelfe, that not with- 
out cauſe ſhce might exclaime of her double iniury, and 
being twice abuſed by his Brother ; - and calling ro his 
mind withall,that Maſculine exploit of hers, when for his 
libertie ſhe left her home and Countrey, expoſing her life 
to a fraile piece of wood, and the: Seas danger , aſhamed 
then, he durſt not looke vpon her. But knowing how pre- 
ciſe a neceſſity there was of ſeeing her , deferring itno bom 
_ ————_ by his Kindred, hee went to the Mo- 


naſterie. 

Here, though he might haue ſuppoſed all things to be in 
a readineſſe,andart the firſt fight the VVals clad with Arras 
or Tapiſtric, he ſaw no more alteration then the day before, 
nor the leaſt noyſe or ſtirring, that ſuch a ſolemnity mighe 
haue required : wherefore with more admiration he deſired 
that the faire Ne might be called:and thinking(according 
tothe laſt agreement) to haue ſeene her in all her Iewels 
and brauery, he found hichſelfe beguiled, and N#ſe, as for- 
merly in her Vaile and religious habit. 

Accompanied ſhe was by ſome other Nunnes, her face 
and countenance,more awfully grave, leſle cheeretull then 
the day before : which perſwaded them that ſhee was ac- 
quainted with Gerardo's abſence: and therefore Leoncio pre- 
fuming that it was ſo, turningto the faire Dame, framed 
this diſcourſe : 

Conſl- 
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474 ; GERARDO, 


Conſidering you know of my Brothers vnexpeRed ace 
cident, I may faue a labour to giue you notice of it, com- 
plying in thereſt,with what he hath committed to my truſt 
and charge. Niſe's heart was much oppreſled with hearing 
this, and cutting him thus paſſionately off,anſwered; How 
ſaid you, Sir? what ſhould I know, that know nothing 
of his diſaſters? Is he dead, or vvhat doc you meane ? If ſo, 
ſaid Leoncio in more confuſion, I may proceed , though 
Gerap do's abſence, and the finding = o carelefle of theſe 
NiMtials (fince ouer-night to your liking they were agreed 
on) cannot but containe ſome cſpeciall myſterie : ſo, with- 
out more pawſe he rold her the vvhole buſineſle, asalſo of 
the Letter: atall which,her compaſſionate cyes ſent foorth 
their teares, and the affliged Gentleman making an end , 
Niſe, not ſo much troubled (as might haue beene feared ) 
made this modeſt anſwere : When Heauen fo cleerely 
ſhewes his wonders, 'twere needleſle ro make firange my 
thoughts,or longer to conceale my intention. Your noble 
Brother, Leoxcte,hath diſcreetly in fine made the bappicſt e- 
leon :in which (though you may thinke hee prevented 
me;)I gain'd him by the hand and elderſhip ; for I no ſoo- 
ner yeſterday departed from you,reſolued to be hisSpouſe, 
when my heart beginning to ponder, and my affeRions al- 
tering, God Almighty was pleaſed toilluminate better my 
weake vnderſtanding,; and, conſidering I left cleere lighe 
for laſting darknefle, choſe momentary ioyes for cternall 
and laſtly,che Creature, in fteadof my Creator, ſeeing the 
manitfeft crrour I was in, my ſorrow & repentance brought 
me to this wholeſome remedy of holy retirement ; frcm 
which , not all worldly reſpe&s, or Som all other , that 

powerfull loue I once boreto your Brother , muſt cuer re- * 
moue mec: and therefore, I vndoubredly inferre that two, | 
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ſo equall determinations, two ſo mutually concurring atfer 
ions, haue been by Gods particular providence diſpoſed, 
whom I profeſſe in this Religious Order to obey,as long as 
vitall breath ſhall----- | 
In the midſt ofthis valour ſhe was drowned in teares, as 
accompanied by the SpeQators, and vnable to vrter a [| 
word more, with a farewell courteſie ,ſhee meltingly left | 
them, went into her Cell , and Leances with his kinfmen 
backe tothe Caſtle ; from whence that very afternognes 
not once looking after Gerardo,willing to obey his laſt Fin: 
mands, they returned to the famous Village of Madrid: 
where theſe paſſages coming to my knowledge, I choughte 
good to publiſh them : defiring that for example and- 
memory of men worthy to be immortalized: 
in. the Preſſe, they may laſt to 
ſuture Ages. 


FINIS. 
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